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INTRODUCTION. 



These Selections have been printed with a view of placing in a 
form available for reference some of the more interesting portions of the 
" Duncan Records/' — a mass of documents, the originals of which exist, 
though in a very dilapidated state, in the office of the Commissioner of the 
Benares Division. 

Jonathan Duncan, the distinguished Administrator from whom 
these Records take their name, held the important post of " Resident at Bena- 
res" between the years 1787 and 1795,* audit was under his energetic 
and able management that the Province of Benares, comprising the Dis- 
tricts of Benares, Jounpore, Mirzapore and Ghazeepore, was rescued from 
a state of misrule and distress, and eventually placed under that uniform 
system of Government which the Regulations enacted in 1795 A. D. so 
fiiUy explain. 

The subjects considered best entitled to notice have been taken up 
separately and each made as complete as the materials available would 
admit of. They have been to a certain, extent recast, but as little deviation 
as possible from the original text has been allowed, and in the form in 
which they appear they will, it is believed, supply a considerable amount 
ot interesting information regarding the state of the country at the time, 
and indicate the 8te|^ by which the Benares Province was brought into 
order at the commencement of British connection with this part of India. 

As there are very few public documents at Benares of a date ante- 
rior to Mr. Duncan's time and as collateral information of persons a^nd 
things, beyond what the Duncan records themselves supply, has not been 

* Within this period however^ on his going to Calcutta in October 1792, Hr. Duncan 
was deputed on a CommiBaion to the Malabar Coast and remained engaged on that duty the 
whole of 1798, returning to Benares iu March 1794. Subsequently he held the appointment 
of Qovemor of Bombay for 16 years, and whilst occupying that high position he died on the 
11th August 1811, after, (as his monumeut in the Bombay Cathedral informs us.) an uuterrup- 
t«l tenrice of 89 years. 
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IV lOTlODUCTlON. 

procurable, no attempt has been made to do more than draw up the pa« 
pers in pr^s form, with marginal abstracts ; throwing into an appendix 
such matter as is referred to in the text and appeared worth preserving. 

It will observed that some of the paragraphs are long and involved, 
and that frequently no attempt has been made to break them up and bring 
them more into accord with the ordinary modes of writing. The phraseo- 
logy is al^o often peculiar, and words are used in a sense not usually at- 
taching to them in the present day. Wherever such defects (so to to 
speak) are observable, it may be taken for granted that the expressions 
and construction, to which exception is taken, stand exactly as they ap- 
pear in Mr. Duncan's own hand writing. It was felt that to make 
alterations, except where absolutely unavoidable, would tend to impair the 
originality of the Records and thus deprive them of some portion of their 
special interest and character. 

The subject entitled, " Measures connected with the Settlement of 
the Province of Benares" has been placed first because it was on that, that 
every thing else turned, and because to it Jonathan Duncan's must earnest 
attention was directed throughout the period of his stay at Benares. After 
an experience of ten months he commenced his series of measures for the 
improvement of the Province, " its decayed and decaying state/' urgently 
calling for interference. 

The task must have been one of no ordinary difficulty placed as Mr. 
Duncan was in a somewhat anomalous position ; the Raja being jealous and 
obstructive, and the Resident's powers not clearly defined. Under such 
circunistances the tact and energy with which he eventually succeeded in 
overcoming the Raja's objections are alike remarkable and interesting. 

One main object was to abolish all the numerous cesses and transit 
duties which pressed so heavily on this part of the country at the time, 
and to bring the whole demand under the one head of Land Revenue ; and 
this had to be accomplished in opposition to the interests of all concerned, 
from the Raja down to the lowest officjial. The lever employed by Mr. Duncan 
was evidently the threat implied, though not expressed, that a persistence 
in opposition would eventuate in all power passing out of the Raja's hands. 
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INTRODUCTION. V 

The Raja apparently soon come to feel the danger of this, and as he coidd 
not, under his own system, make good the Revenue for which he was res* 
ponsible to our Qovernment, he eventually consented to leave the collec- 
tions to the Resident. 

Having secured this point, Mr. Duncan's way was cotnparatively 
clear, and every thing rapidly yielded to his indomitable energy and remark* 
able aptitude for the work in hand. After instituting a minute enquiry 
into the actual state and capacity of the Province, both by reference to the 
accounts of former years and by an extended tour and local investigations, 
Mr. Duncan was able to undertake with confidence the important measures 
for the benefit of the country which will be found detailed in these Selections. 
The great relief afforded by the abolition of cesses and transit duties was 
followed by the establishment of Courts for the administration of Justice 
in the four principle towns of Benares, Ghazeepore, Jounpore and Mirza- 
pore ; and at the head quarters of the Province a Court of Revenue jarisdio- 
tion was located consisting of two native officers, one nominated by the 
Resident and the other by the Raja, whose sole duty was to settle all dis- 
putes between Amils, landlords and tenants, acting in this respect under 
the immediate eye of the Resident 

The steps that led to the introduction of the Permanent Settlement 
in the Benares Province will be found fully detailed in the Resident's report 
of the 25th November 1790, and " the material defect in and prejudice to the 
plan," arising from the rule that had been originally laid down that land 
holders dispossessed before 1st July 1775 were held to have no claim, is 
noted at page 156. 

The remaining subjects, which have been selected, are connected 
with the Commercial affairs of the Benares Province, the appointment of 
native Judges and establishment of a Court of Appeal The state of Opi- 
um and Indigo cultivation in those days has also been illustrated so far as 
information was available. 

Circumstances would not admit of more being .brought to conclu- 
oon at the present time, the difficulties that had to be overcome having 
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yi INTRODUCTION. 

proved much greater than was originally anticipated. Many subjects af- 
ter having been commenced and a great amount of trouble taken with 
them had eventually to be dropped owing to documents necessary to their 
proper elucidation not being forthcoming; No one not acquainted with the 
state of these Records could form any idea of the difficulty that has been 
met with in tracing papers and deciphering almost illegible writing. 

It was not thought desirable to disturb the text by giving the mean- 
ings of Vernacular terms as they occurred, but a full glossary has been 
added, which will, it is believed, supply all the information needed in this 
respect. 



BCNABES: ^ 

April 1873. j 
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MEASUUKS 



CONNEOTBD WITH THE 



SETTLEMENT OP THE PROVINCE OF 
BENARES. 



In June 1788, the Resident, Mr. Jonathan Duncan,* in consideration 
of the circumstances of the country and of its decay- 
dated 25Ui Jmi6 1788. ^^^^ ^^ ^^d decaying state, and tlie necessity of a re- 
form, addressed a communication to the Raja of 
Benares, of which the following is a translation. 

" With a view to promote the cultivation which is to take place in this 
, ^ , . month of Assar for the year 1196, and to begia '7%S(-^ 

ProposaiB for the improve- , ® 

ment of the country made to mtroduce such a Settlement of this country as 
^*" may remain permanent, it is proper, and this is now 

the time, to put a stop to all irregularities which have crept into the system 
of the Public collections, more especially since the time of Raja Cheyt Sing ; 
and as it is necessary to begin with this reformation from the period of the 
cultivation of this month of Assar, I have inserted in the undermentioned 
articles several of the irregularities thus referred to with the means of cor- 
recting them.'* 

" 1«^. As in every Pergunnah, Pottahs are delivered to the Ryots 
in a variety of forms and under such specifications as the Amil for the time 
being thinks fit, it is necessary that a new form of Pottah be established and 
sent by the Raja into every Pergunnah with orders that whoever shall give 
a Pottah in a different form or with other clauses than shall be therein speci- 
fied, the same shall be binding neither on the ryot or the Amil, but be alto- 
gether invalid." 

" 2nd. In the said Pottah, when it is for revenue Lands that pay in 
kind (Betay), let it specify by what rod, and of what length, such Betay 
land is to be measured, when the ryot's crop comes, at the proper season, to 
be ascertained by the mode of Kunkoot or the estimate made thereof known 
under this denomination, and it is essential that the Pottah specify the name 
of the rod and its length, whatever those may be." 

* Mr. Jonathan Duncan assumed chaise of the appointment of Resident of Benares on the 
3l8t of August 1787. 
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" 3rd As in many parts where the revenue is paid in kind, disputes 
occur between the ryot and Amil about the money value to be put on the 
ground or natural produce of the soil ; let it be a clause in the said Fottahsi 
that the rates of the said valuation shall be twice in the year or for each 
harvest separately settled by the Raja with the approbation of the Resident 
for each Fergunnah, and a notification thereof issued accordingly under the 
Rajah's seal, which will effectually put a stop to the objection both of Amils 
and r}'ot8, and let it be specified in the said Pottah that the valuation or rates 
of the Khureef harvest shall be fixed in the month of Maug, and those of 
the Rubby harvest in Jayth according to the real rates then current in the 
country, which shall be adhered to on both sides by the Amil and ryot" 

'^4sth. Let not any Pottahs authorise Agoree Betay, or taking the 
Government half of the produce, after the Grain &c. is reaped, but let all 
the Pottahs express that the Betay revenue shall be ascertained by Kunkoot 
or computation, made with the privity of the Canoongoes according to the 
measurement to be made by the rods that are to be specified in the Pottahs 
and which shall for that purpose be sent to the Canoongoes of every Per- 
gunnah." 

" 5^^. Let it be specified in the Pottahs for land paying in kind 
(Betay) whether the produce, or the value thereof, is to be divided between 
the Amil and the ryot according to the custom of the Pergunnah in exact 
halves or with what difference." 

" 6th. In the Pottahs for land paying according to a Nukdee or ready 
money Settlement, let the name and length of the rod be also mentioned, 
and, as since the time of the expulsion of Rajah Cheyt Sing, sundry new 
articles of Abwab and charges have been introduced into every Pergunnah 
according to the discretion, or rather the avidity, of the Amils, which have 
become a burthen on the ryots and have reduced many parts of the coun- 
try to its present state, it is therefore necessary to insert a clause in the 
present Pottahs that all new Abwab and new charges, introduced since the 
Fuslee year 1187, shall from 1196 be prohibited and totally given up, 
and that whatever Mai or original rent and Abwab or subsidiary taxes ex- 
isted in that year, viz.^ 1187 Fuslee, shall be joined to and incorporated with 
the Mai and, forming only one united sura, shall become the united and 
single rate which the Nukdee ryots are to pay per Beegah, in such manner 
that over and above this united and single sum no other or further Abwab or 
charges shall be payable or demandable from the ryots." 

"7th. In view to all the above circumstances and whereas from the 
petitions of complaint presented from many places by the ryots, their dis- 
tressed condition and the probable desolation of the country, on account of 
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the various kinds of Pottahs, the breach of the stipulation therein contain- 
ed, and the addition of further Abwabs, and disputes about the division in 
Betay, Leases &c, as practiced by the Amils, Zemindars and Teekadars in 
the Mofussil ; I have therefore prepared and sent to you the Draft of a 
Pottah for the encouragement of the ryots, and to insure them with confi- 
dence, so as thereby to promote the cultivation. It is necessary that you do 
publish the Draft of the said Pottah to the Chowdrees, Canoongoes» Zemin- 
dars and' ryots of the divisions under you, and do cause all Zemindars and 
Teekadars to give Pottahs to the ryots in the form under specified, and the 
officers of the Amil are also to give similar Pottahs to the ryots of all those 
villages which are Eham, that is, where there are no Zemindars or Teeka- 
dars. The rates of cultivated land to be according to the Fuslee year 
1187, to which is to be added the Abwab of that year, which, being incor- 
porated with the Mai or rent of that year, is to constitute one sum or gene- 
ral rate per Beegah, so as that the Pottah may contain no separate Abwab. 
The rates of the lands are to be settled on according as the Ryots may be 
villing to agree to the same, but to be all without Abwab, and if any Pot- 
tahs to a diflferent purport from the present be given to the Ryots, or any 
breach be made in the conditions of the Pottahs as here laid down, the of- 
fender shall on proof be punished" 

Draft of Pottah. 

A Pottah or Lease of agreement, and stipulation to and 

of the Mozah or Village of in theTuppah or sub-division 

of. ..in the Pergunnah of and Sircar or Grand Division 

of 

Whatever Nukdee or ready money land producing Koyroar (opium 
and vegetables) and sugar-cane, and other articles of the Khureef or Rubbee 
harvest, as specified for one or two harvests from Goend, (land near the Vil- 
lage,) Meeana, (land situated further oflF) PuUah, (or land at a great distance 
fi-om the Village) and Buloah (sandy land) according to the first, second and 
third kind thereof, the particulars whereof are in the Zeyl, or Statement 
here undermentioned, shall be measured by 20 Cottahs to a Beegah accord- 
ing to the Rod of three Derah, such rod having a£5xed to it the Cazee's 
seal and an English mark. The rate of Nukdee or revenue lands paying 
ready money shall be that of 1187 Fuslee, including and incorporating 
therewith the Abwab of that year, as the same has been ascertained, so 
that now the rate of the Revenue being thus fixed, is to be taken without 
Abwab bilmukhtah, or in one sum or rate per Beegah, nor shall any Abwab 
be in any respect demanded over and above the Jumma hereunder specifi- 
ed. The Betay revenue Land being also measured by the same rod and the 
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produce thereof being ascertained by the mode termed Eunkoot through 
the means of Salisean or arbitrators and the Canoongoes in the manner di- 
rected by the Ruwaj-ool-moolk or custom of the country, the same shall be 
divided and taken as here undermentioned, such statement including the 
Zabitaneh or customary due of Qovernment and declaring that no other 
Abwab shall be taken. The Nerikh or rate of value to be put on the Graia 
of the Khureef harvest shall be fixed in the month of Maug and that of the 
Bubby crop in the month of Jayth according to the current market price 
of the Pergnnnah, which shall be aacertained and fixed on at the Presence 
with the deduction of the established Zebitaneh of Government 

The rates of the waste land in proportion to the time the lands have 
lain out of cultivation, as undermentioned, and the measurement thereof, is 
to take place and be made with the same rod as aforementioned, and in no 
respects shall there be any excessive exaction or departure from the same. 

It is necessary that, knowing the stipulations in the Pottah to be 
precise and permanent, you (the holders) are so to exert yourselves as that 
not a Beegah or (yottah may lay fallow, but that the whole be brought into 
eultivation. 

Form of the Zeyl or undermentioned account referred to in the 
body of ike Pottah. 

(let.) Nukdee or ready money laud. 

Sugar Cane @ Rs per Beegah being that of 1187, 

makes,... ... ... ••• ••• ... ... Rs. 

Abwab of the same year ascertained, ... ,,000 



Total per Beegah of Mai without Abwab> ... Rs. 

(2nd.) Betay Land Beegahs. 

After Kunkoot, Niefa Nisf, or half and half with the Zabita- 
neh of Government (if there be any in such Pergunnah) as seer 

and the Nerikh or rate being to be fixed according to the above 

Pottah, and without Abwab. 

(Zrd.) Waste Land. 

According as the same shall be for Nukdee or Betay Tenure, 
to be as above, the rates per Beegah to be as may be agreeable to the 
Ryots. 

'^ 8^ Tou must carry the above Regulations into execution ; send 
Ameens, men fearing God and free fix)m greed, into every Pergunnah, ex- 
elusive of the Pergunnahs now under the superintendence of Mr. Neave, 
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«tch of which is first to come to me to take his leave, aod let your instruc- 
tions to them direct that wherever the ryots desire, before receiving tbeit 
new Pottahs, to have their accoante settled for the current year, the said 
Ameen is immediately in conjimctioa with the Canoongoes and Amil of the 
Fergunnah to adjust the satae on the formre of the present year's Pottahs 
and according to the rates thereof, after which he is to grant the Pottahs 
for the ensuing year, on each oi which the attestation of the Anvil for the 
current year is to be affixed/' 

" 9^. Whereas there are certain articles of Abwab current in the 
present year's Settlement to make good the Revenue of the lands assigned 
for the maintenance of the Canoongoes and there being no other Articles 
of Abwab in this country which have been imposed on the country by the 
sanction of the Company's Government, these articles of Abwab are to be 
excused to the ryots in the next year's settlement or from 1196. When 
the settlement is made, a provision for the Canoongoes will be made between 
you and Gtovernment in some other mode, so as to relieve the Ryots from 
this burthen." 

" 10/A. In respect to the cultivation of waste land« the Ameens are 
to agree in fixing the rates thereof, in whatever manner the ryots may be 
satisfied, since the whole of such new cultivation will be profit to you and 
tend to your good name. The Ameens should therefore endeavour to an- 
nex to each Pottah as much waste land as each ryot can conveniently en- 
gage for, so as that no waste land may any where remain, and the Ameens 
are to send to you a separate account of all such waste lands as shall be thus 
engaged for in the Pottahs of the current month of Assar ftwr the year 1196, 
that the same may become known to Qovernment" 

" 11^ Let all the Pottahs be made out in conjunction with and un- 
der the attestation of the Canoongoes and the Amil for the time being, and 
let copies thereof be delivered into and registered in the Canoongoe's Regis- 
try, to which effect orders will be issued by me to the Canoongoes." 

" I2th. Let the Ameens be ordered to ascertain and report the state 
of the dues receivable by the Cazees and Chowdrees of each Pergunnah, 
and let them, before they return from the Mofussil, transmit Shujrahs or 
statements ot the probable cultivation for the next year, according to the 
Pottahs which they shall have delivered to the ryots." 

Upon this a conference too^ place between the Resident gind the 
^ , ^ Raja on the subiect, in whieb the Raja's aversion 

Conference between Heai- ** , , . , x- J 

f«t aad iUjA •& the tub- to carry the proposed plan mto execution, and 
^*^ above all to issue the proposed form of Pottah, ap- 
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peared most evident, and was expressed even in terms of a degree of vio- 
lence and asperity unusual with the Raja. His main objection was that by 
issuing the Pottah now (although he allowed this to be the only season for 
a twelve month hence during which it could be issued with eflfect), his col- 
lections for the current year would fail, or run the greatest risk from the 
ryots insisting, as they would, he said, be most ready to do, on paying 
even for this year only according to the terms of the new or proposed Pot- 
tah ; and although it was observed in reply that the Perwannah contain- 
ed an express order to the Ameen to settle the Ryot's accounts for the 
present year and to enforce payment of the balances according to the Pot- 
tahs and rates now actually current, yet this had no efifect on the Raja and 
he enforced his argument by showing a statement he had prepared of his 
heavy Mofussil balances, saying, all he wanted was to be able to perform 
his engagements with Qovemment, but that he could not trust to being 
able to do so were the Pottahs proposed by the Resident to be now issued. 
In the course of the argument the Raja desired that at least the measure 
might be deferred for 20 days to allow time to ascertain (as he now acknow- 
ledged himself not well or perfectly informed) about what taxes had been 
really collected in the last complete year of Cheyt Sing's management, or 
y'l^'i*^' 1187, as well as to make some progress in the collection of the balances ; 
but when it was observed that as the ryot's kistbundees or periods of pay- 
ments for this year had ended in Jayth, and asked by the Resident whether 
he could be sure that 20 days hence would be a proper time for the distri- 
bution of the Pottahs according to the seasons and customs of the country, 
he confessed that now was the proper season. He also desired that the mea- 
sure might be deferred till Assar 1196, but on being asked what was to 
occasion any difference between that month in this and th^ next year, so as 
to admit of its being then safely carried into execution, when it would now, 
according to his opinion occasion so much harm, he could give no rational 
answer. Indeed on the contrary it was but too evident that the longer the 
present system existed, the more difficult would be the remedy, as the coun- 
try would every where go more rapidly to decline. However considering 
the danger of taking any hasty resolution in a matter of such important 
concern as the present, tho Raja was desired to send a fair copy of the 
statement regarding his collections and balances above referred to and the 
Resident would consider what was ultimately to be resolved upon. 

The Resident, having, according to the intimation to the Raja» con* 
sidered the subject of his objections to the Pottah 

dJvS^2n'tjime^m^^ and Perwannah therein recorded and intended to 
have been sent to him for execution, enclosed a per- 

sian copy of the said Perwannah in a separate letter to the Raja, in which 
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be intimated that the Rajah was well aware that the measures which had 
been conceived from a view of the state of the 
^Further reference to the country would be applied to its relief and resto- 
ration, but it appeared that the Raja had objec- 
tions to the carrying of the proposed R^ulations into execution, more par- 
ticularly in regard to the draft of the Pottah, the issuing of which, he 
thought, would materially aflFect and prejudice the collections for the current 
year, and as the Raja had not as yet seen the Hookumnamah, or proposed 
regulations, in a full and complete state, the Resident forwarded a copy and 
pointed out the necessity of his considering them well and all the real ob- 
jections that may lie against carrying them into eflfect. That after receiv- 
ing his answer on the subject, whatever might appear to be suitable to the 
occasion should take place, and the Resident added that it was essential 
that if, without stating in writing his objections thereto, he agreed to the 
regulations as proposed, he must engage with his head and heart to carry 
the whole into eflfect and also to complete the current year's revenue and 
take the charge thereof upon himself ; otherwise the Resident requested 
that a dear answer might be written that whatever was practicable, con- 
sistent with the realization of the revenue of Government, might be eflfect- 
ed. 

The Raja then exhibited to the Resident certain accounts of the 

state of current revenues to enforce his argument 

di^29^' June^ma^^' against the plan for the new cultivation as record- 

ed before, on which the Resident caused the state 

of the settlement and balances of the current year to be prepared and 

Reddent is satisfied of the an estimate of the probable ways and means to 

coirectneM of his own views liquidate the current year's revenue ; and the Resi- 

*nd It Raja declines is pre- ^ '' . ' , 

pared to carry them out in- dent had little or no doubt that if the Raja should 
decline, he would himself be able to carry into exe- 
cution the plan proposed for the improvement of the country and at the 
same time to collect the full and entire balance of Government. 

Whether the Raja agreed to this plan or not, the Resident would 
now make use of his personal influence with the farmer of Sheopoor and 
Kutehur, the two pergunnahs next to Benares, to induce him to agree to 
begin at once to issue the new form of Pottah throughout his pergunnahs, 
and on the matter being proposed, the farmer declared that he had no kind of 
objection to the measure, but thought that much good would result from it. 

In acknowledging receipt of Resident's letter dated 27th June 1788 

with draft of regulations, the Raja intimated that 

cecdingB SOth June 1788. he had represented to the best of his knowledge 
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what was the custom and practice in the time of 
p^J^m^t^^ ^''" ^^^ late Mahamjah and that he had now no objec- 

tion to offer. That the Raja was ready to carry 
into execution the present regulations, and in regard to the balances of the 
current year, he expressed his willingness to make up the same, with a hope 
that owing to sundry prejudices and losses that had happened in the reve- 
nue, the Resident would extend his patronage to him in such a way that the 
revenue of Government might be completed and the Raja's engagements 
fulfilled. 

The Resident replied that, as the Raja had now agreed to carry the 
Regulations into execution and to pay also the pre- 
Resident to the Raja in g^^j. year's revenue, it was unnecessary to enter in- 
to a discussion of what was past, which would not 
even be remembered, provided the present plan be well accomplished, but 
the Resident expected that as several days of the season of cultivation had 
been already lost, the Raja would enter upon this business with the greatest 
assiduity and proceed to appoint all the Ameens, taking care not to appoint 
any Ameen to a pergunnah of which the present year's farmer was such 
Ameen's connection, that he was also to settle proper allowances for the 
Ameens in order that they might not be open to corruption, and desired 
him also to prepare and deliver to them proper 

iDstructionii in conse- instructions and to send some of them to the Resi- 
quence conveyed to the Raja. 

dent daily to get their instructions and to let it be 

a clause in their instructions that they must ascertain from the Canoongoes 
of each pergunnah and from the Cazees and Chowdrees and the most credi- 
table inhabitants of each pergunnah and the papers of the year 1187 of 
Raja Cheyt Sing's management, which the Raja can certainly get, the 
Jumma or rental of the Nukdee lands and the modes in which the Betay 
lands paid which were to be established according to the Hookumnamah. 
The Resident also intimated that he would transmit to the Canoongoes 
whatever information was collected on this subject in the Resident's Office, 
. ^^ and wherever in 1187 Fuslee in the time of Raja Cheyt Sing the measur- 
ing rod was less or more than the rod now authorized of 3 Derah Ilahee, or 
wherever the Beegah contained then more or less than 20 Cottah^ the rates 
and modes of the revenue on the Nukdee and Betay lands respectively 
WQre to be fixed from 1196 accordingly or in proportion to such variations 
from the standard now fixed and compared with that payable in 1187, and 
the Canoongoes would be instructed by the Resident accordingly. That the 
Ameens were to explain in a proper manner to the ryots what was now 
intended and the good intentions of Qovernment towards them in the issu- 
ing of these Regulations that the same might be satisfactorily received by 
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them ID all parts, and if it should so happen in any pergunnah that from 
ignorance or obstinacy the ryota shonld object to the said provisions, the 
Ameeu of such place was to write the grounds of their objections to the 
Raja, that the Resident might be informed and settle the matter. 

The Resident pointed out finally that the Raja was to consider that 
the main object of the regulations, which .were transmitted to him duly 
signed for execution, consisted of the two following points. 1st that what- 
e?er the ryot had to pay should as far as regards the Nukdee and Moshu- 
kusee lands be ascertained by their Pottahs, without Abwab, and in one 
sum or rate, and as far as regarded the Betay lands, that the measuring 
rod, the Abwab and the Zabitaneh be in like manner ascertained ; and 
Sndly. that in the cultivation of this year, no land should remain fallow. 
That if the Raja would heartily and cordially devote his attention to the 
attainment of those two points^ both would assuredly be gained, and by 
thus completing the Mofussil settlement there would be a sufficient provi- 
sion for the revenue of Qovernment, at the same time that his good fame 
woald rise above all the Rajas of Hindoostan ; and that he would secure the 
approbation of the Governor General, the members of the Council and the 
Resident, by accomplishing this work in a proper manner with exactness 
and fidelity with a view to the advantage of the country. 

A Circular Order was then addressed to the Canoongoes, intimating 
that at this time a Hookumnamah or body of regu- 
da^ u?Jul 1788*^°*^ ''^^^^^^ including the form of a Pottah had, with a 
view to the cultivation and settlement of 1196 
Instraotiont to Canooii- Fuslee, aod for the welfare of the ryots in the said 
^****' year, been transmitted to Raja Mahipnarain, who 

having agreed to the draft of the said Pottah had appointed Ameens on his 
ewn part and under Resident's approbation to issue the Pottahs and pro- 
mote the cultivation for 1196 Fuslee, and that the Ameens were proceed- 
iag into their Pergunnahs with a copy of the regulations for their informa- 
tion, a copy of which was also sent them. They and the Chowdrees and the 
Cazees and the respectable people of the pergunnah were directed in accord- 
ance with the papers and accounts of the time of Raja Cheyt Sing in 1186 
Fuslee, which they had delivered in, and of which they possessed copies, to 
eausethe Jumma or Rental of the Nukdee lands and the modes of the Betay 
land to be settled according to the said regulations and that wherever in the 
time of Raja Cheyt Sing in 1187 Fuslee the Nul or measuring rod waa 
more or less than the rod now ordered to be in force of 3 Derah Ilahee, or 
wherever a Beegah consisted of more or less in 1187 than 20 Biswas, they 
were in proportion to those varieties in the rod, to settle the rates and 
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modes of the Nukdee and Betay Revenue in one sum according and in 
reference to the Assil and Abwab, which were in that year current and to 
fix the rates in the Pottah accordingly. 

English and Persian copies of the Perwannah or articles of Regula- 
, „ tion issued under date the 25th ultimo to the Raja 

Resident to Mr. John NeaTe ^ , , . . /. , i . 

on commission at Jounpure, for the Cultivation of the country during the 
* ^ ^ * present and succeeding months, preparatory to the 

settlement of 1196, together with extract of a further letter addressed to 
him on the same subject under date the 30th June were forwarded to the 
Assistant at Jounpore, Mr. Neave, from which he would perceive that the dis- 
tricts under Assistant's superintendence had been expressly reserved from the 
charge of the Raja's Ameens on account of the confidence placed in his zeal 
and exertions for the public service and to excite emulation in the Raja's 
Officers to improve their cultivation in the same excellent manner, as, Resident 
had no doubt, would prove the case in the Assistant's Mehals. The instruc- 
tions to the Raja were to be considered as rules 
Riidenrat7oii^ Awifltant foj. ^g guidance for all to be eflfected at present 
preparatory to the next year's settlement, and tho 
Resident trusted to his zeal for the service for the attainment of the main 
object of the regulations at large, the direct and evident tendency of which 
was the advantage of the people and their security from the Amils discretion- 
al exactions. The Assistant was desired to report to the Resident any 6h~ 
jection which could not be surmounted or when further assistance was re- 
quired in carrying the regulations into effect, to which, although Resident 
would be sorry to modify or vary the plan except in such cases where it 
might be indispensable, immediate attention would be paid. The spirit and 
even (as far as practicable) the letter of the regulations was recommended 
to his serious attention and heartiest support, and a hope expressed that the 
several districts now under his management would be placed in 1196 in a 
situation very different from the troubles they had experienced during the 
course of tho present and former years. It was left to the Assistant's dis- 
cretion to appoint separate Ameens or to commission those now in authority 
in the districts to grant the Pottahs, but where he had not the fullest con- 
fidence in his present agents, Ameens would be sent An advance of Tuc- 
cavee was promised if he could lay it out to advantage in restoring the waste 
of the former and present years and on good security for its repayment to 
Government after the accustomed period at a moderate interest of 10 per 
cent The amount was not to be deducted or supplied at all firom his cur- 
rent collections, but was to be sent from the Resident's Treasury on receiv- 
ing information regarding the amount that was essentially wanted and what 
could be spared from the public exigencies. 
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After the receipt of the Raja's letter promising to be answerable for 

Remdenfs procoedings, *^^ *^^ ^P^^ himself the charge of the revenue 
dated 9th July 1788. ^p ^^ i]^q q^^ ^f ^he current year, the Raja paid a 

visit to the Resident and urged so many conditions and doubts that the 

Resident on due reflection thereon did not think he had sufficient reason to 

rely on the Raja's promise. The Resident therefore sent for the Raja's 

Vakeel and after explaining to him the reasons for the Resident's present 

. '. . doubts desired him to proceed to the Raja and bring 

Raja having urged objeo- . 

tioDs he ia called on for a SkXi explicit answer as to whether the Raja would 

t^b*: ^SlTodTrtat^t at all risks (being certain of the Resident's best as- 
manngemen^ aa, if he ob- gistance) hold himself answerable for the Com- 

jected, Raaident waa prepar- ^ 

ed to act pany's revenue till the end of the current year or 

not, because if he would not, the Resident could not uphold him and his 
authority in the collections to the prejudice of the Hon'ble Company's 
interests in regard to the current Revenue, which the Resident would think 
it is his duty to assume the management of till the end of this year, in case 
the Raja would not undertake for the Company's complete indemnification. 

The Resident came to this resolution from the belief that he could 
at all times collect as much, if not more, than the Raja, from the country, 
and from the confidence he entertained that the revenue might by the 
greatest and well directed exertions be yet realized, not to mention the ad- 
vantages under which the new Pottahs would be issued, should the Raja 
reduce the Resident to the necessity of taking the management on himself. 

The Assistant Resident at Jounpore in acknowledging receipt of Re- 
sident's letter of the 7th Inst relative to the cul- 

From Mr. J. Tifeave at . • /• . , . . 

Jounpore to Resident da- tivationfor the present and ensuing month prepar- 

mh J^ ^"^^^^ Proceedinga ^^^ ^o the settlement of 1196, expressed himself 
much flattered by the reservation made of the dis- 
tricts nnderhis charge from the superintendence of the Raja's Ameen, but 
was of opinion that this measure would rather impede than assist the collec- 
tions ; still the current year's balance could not be put in competition with 
the benefit that would arise from the new Regulations, as the Ryots indebt- 
Aariatant Reddent'a reply ©d to Qoyemment would seize the opportunity of 
from Jounpore. entering into new engagements. He thought that 

by authorizing the Ameen to settle the balances according to the Pottahs of 
the present year with the Amil or Zemindar, his time would be totally mis- 
applied and the object of his commission perverted, and intimated that trust- 
worthy Ameens would have to be selected in whom the utmost reliance 
could be placed, and that the Raja's Vakeel had promised to procure some 
confidential men, to whose recommendation he would readily yield, as these 
men would hereafter become the Raja's proper servants. He assured the 
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Resident of his best exertions being used and hoped to remove from the minds 
of the Ryots any prejudices they might have against the new regulations. 

To this the Resident replied that the degree of inconvenience that 
might arise in introducing the new Pottahs could 

N^t'«piria^''ni ^ °° ^^^"^ ^° ^^^ y^' *^° •' '^'*"''* ^" *°y °*^*'' 
July 1788. and he desired therefore that a beginning be made 

Further instructioDB to as soon as possible, that the season might not be 

Aflsistaot Resident. 

lost. Resident was aware that the Assistant would 
be as attentive in this and all other respects as possible. 

The Raja having waited upon the Resident in company witb his 
Vakeel, the Resident told him that as the new Re- 

datodUth'jul ^iT^T^^ gulalions and Pottahs must be issued, if he could 
not, from that circumstance, or under the general 

situation of the country, both carry these new Regulations into eflFect and 
bo answerable for this year's revenue, the Resi- 

Raja promises to charge .,,. t • • i 

himself with the realization dent was Willing, late as it was in the season, to 

of the revenue &c ^^ ^^^ j^j^^jj ^^ ^j^^^ ^f ^^^^ ^y^^ matters 

immediately, and to give the Raja a general release for the revenue of 
the current year, taking on himself the burden and responsibility of realiz* 
ing what was still due to the Company. On this explicit declaration the 
Raja promised again to be answerable for both points, expecting only the 
Resident's best assistaikce in the realization of the revenue which was pro- 
mised him. He also promised that the Ameens 
dat^l'sthAi/^ns^*'^*^ should in three days time be every where despatch- 
ed, and subseqently intimated that the Ameens had 
been peremptorily sent into the Mofussil and instructions issued to the Su- 
zawals and Amanee Amils to carry the Regulations into efifect 

The Resident understanding that the Raja had not written to the 
Amils of every Pergunnah as he ought to have 
dated 13th July 1788. done to make the Ryots attend on the Ameens to 

Raja urged to act up to receive their Pottahs ; an order was now sent him 
his agreement. ^o do SO and to causo the Amils to co-operate with 

the Ameens, in the issuing of the Pottahs and for the Amils to attest the 
new Pottahs as was already required in the original instructions. 

In reply to this the Raja intimated that strict orders had already been 
Rsjft to the RoBid«nt> dated gent to the Amils to co-operate With the Ameene 

16th July 1788. , , - , , 

according to the regulations, but that owing to the 

ouflm^'*" ^™^ ■'''* Ameens' allowances not being settled, there was a 

delay in the execution, aiad orders were solicited as to the Ameens' charges. 
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The Resident approved of the orders sent by the Raja to the Amils 
and the Sunnud issued by him to the Ameens, 

Tep^dlS^ iB^id^!'' '"* ^"*^ °^*®^ ^l^*^ delaying the execution of the regu- 
lations on account of the Ameens* allowances not 

Resident approves Rajahs i i i. -i /. • , . 

orders and agrees to defray beiug^ettled did not form a just argument. How- 

coet of Ameens for the yw. ^^^^ ^ ^^^^ ^^ ^^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^^ ,^^^ ^^^^^^ 

sil, the Company would on the condition stipulated allow him at the end 
of the year credit for the amount of these expences as an act of bounty on 
the part of Government and not founded on any claim that the Raja could 
make on the subject. 

• 
On the representation of the Ameen of Kuntit that all the Zemin- 
dars of the adjoining villages had not as yet pre- 
daSd itoi^'july i^sT^^^* ^®"^^ themselves to receive their Pottahs and that 
the respectable and well-informed men represent 
that if the Pottahs are issued on the Jumma of 1187 Fuslee it will prove 
a heavy loss, and desiring permission to send a Gomashtah of his own to 
every Zillah in order that cultivation might be carried on speedily, the Resi- 
dent issued instructions advising the Raja to write 

M^^itotilhr^''^ ^"^ *° ^^® ^°^®®^ *^*^ ^^ '^^spect to those Zemindars 
who might object to give and receive Pottahs as 
prescribed, the Ameen should send through the Canoongoes for the Ryots of 
such Zemindar and deliver to them the Pottahs, and to cause this to be gener- 
ally intimated to all the Ameens; and as the Ameen 's assertion that several 
intelligent people said that by issuing these Pottahs there would be a de- 
ficiency in the Jumma, the Ameen was to be written to, to send those who 
say so that the Resident may learn from them the grounds of their opinion. 
As regarded the Ameen's proposal to send his Gomashtahs into the Zillahs, 
he was to be desired to call to him the several Zillahdars of the Amil 
with their Ryots to receive their Pottahs : that the Ameen was not to 
remain in one place but to make a circuit and deliver the Pottahs as he 
proceeded along. The Raja was further informed that the Canoongoes were 
to proceed to the Mofussil with their accounts immediately, which would 
furnish the Ameen with the further information required. 

The Ameen of Pergunnah Mowyee in Chunar represented to 

the Raja that the people of his district objected on 

dated 24th July 'itbsT"^' *^^ points to the receipt of the Pottahs ; 1st. those 

Objections nnsarding Pot. ^^^ P*^^ 4 Rs. per Beegah in 1187 Fuslee, now 

tabs raised by Ameen and from want of means to pay in the current year 

AbuI auwered. 

2 J Ss., say that the rental of 1187 cannot be 

borne by them ; 2Dd. as the regulations mention the measuring rod to be 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



14 MEASURES CONNECTED WITH THE 

of three Hahee Derahs, they want to know the exact dimensions of the 
rod, which information will greatly promote cultivation, because the num- 
ber of Beegahs is to be inserted in the Nukdee and Betay Pottahs, atid 
without knowing the length of the rod they were not at ease ; the Baja was 
desired to inform the Ameen that as the Jumma of 1187 was so much more 
than it was now, there would surely be an advantage in restoring and revert- 
ing to the rates of that year and that therefore he was to issue the Pottahs 
and that if the Ameen found further difficulties, he was to come to Benares 
that matters might be explained to him. 

• The Amil of Sheopore and Kuttehir represented that in 1187 some 
lands were let at 1 Re. or 1^ lie. a Beegah, since 
dated 25Th July im^°^ ^^^^^' ^^ ^^^ improvement in cultivation, the rate 
of such lands had augmented to 2 and 2J fi& and 
that now the Pottahs had been prepared exclusive of the Abwab assessed 
since 1 187, and included in the Mai rent the Abwab anterior to that year ; 
he therefore requested to be informed what was to be done in respect to 
the increase in the Mai as above stated subsequent to 1187, as well as re- 
garding those lands which were waste in 1187, and which had since been 
brought into cultivation. 

He was informed in reply that in cases of principal ryots who cul- 
tivate 40 or 60 beegahs of land, where such ryots had in their general cul- 
tivation a few beegahs therein which in 1187 were rated lower than the gen- 
eral rate of the Jumma as it then stood, such lower valuation was in respect 
to such few beegahs to be retained and allowed. 2ndly. in cases where a ryot 
cultivated land brought into cultivation since 1187, he was to pay the 
same rates for it as the like lands paid in the vicinity, or according to the 
produce ; that is, if the produce be of sugar-cane according to the rate of 
sugar in that village, or if koyraur according to the rate of koyraur, and 
that lands brought into cultivation since 1187 were to be rated in the same 
proportion as similar lands in the neighbourhood ; such to be considered as 
an augmentation of revenue produce and not an enhancement of the 
revenue. 

The Ameen of Mujwa having written to the Raja that the ryots in 
general would not accept the Pottahs of 1187 

daS^^Ly^TSS.'^''^'' ^^^"'^ ^^^ ^^'^^"^ ^''^ decayed state of several of 
them was such that they did not now pay accord- 
ing to the rates of 1187, and said that if they got Betay Pottahs to give 
one half of the produce, they would consent to carry on the cultivation, but 
upon no other terms or conditions^ and that several ryots had petitioned 
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for Tuccavee ; the Resident ordered that as the ryots of Mujwa had always 
paid on a Nukdee or ready money settlement, their application for Betay 
Pottahs could not be complied with* The Raja was to recall the Ameen in 
question and to entrust the business of the cultivation and Pottahs to the 
Fouzdar of the a^oining district in whom the ryots of Mujwa had confidence. 

The Assistant Resident at Jounpore intimated the utter impossibi- 
lity of adhering to the Jumma of 1186 in the execution of the instructions 

issued to the Ameens; that in many places the pre- 
From Mr. J. Neave, Joun- , . , /. n i . /. ,i 

pore, to Reaident 22nd July Sent revenue exceeded or fell short of the one pro- 

asth"^^'"''*''^"''''^^ P^^' ^°^ ^^""^ *^® Zemindar to whose lot it fell 
to receive an abatement would readily sign the 

agreement whereby he would be a certain gainer, but that none would be 

found to accept of lands on disadvantageous and 

Reportedifficultyincany. ruinous terms. That in districts where the Ze- 

ing out orders received. 

mindars were Rajpoots, on the adoption of any 
such plan, they would retreat with their ryots, whose attachment was 
secured by custom and caste. He solicited early instructions of the Resi- 
dent on such an important subject and was informed in reply that the 

intention of the Regulation was that the Zemindars 

Reaidcnifs reply to the (^here there are many) should in coniunction 
same, dated 25th July 1788. ^ '^^ •^ 

with the Ameens grant Pottahs to their ryots on 

the terms and in the form established by the regulation. It then rested 
with the said Zemindars to rent their own lands 
Further instructiona q^ these Pottahs or not as they might hereafter 

be disposed, and they might be assured that Resi- 
dent would not force them to do so against their will. All that was now 
wanted was, that they should consent to act with the Ameens in the distri- 
bution of Pottahs to their inferior tenants, leaving the subsequent loss or 
gam to Government, should they not choose to take the responsibility 
ofthesettlement on themselves. If they would not allow the Pottahs to 
be given to their ryots, it was not worth while for the sake of one or two 
inconsiderable Zemindars to endeavour to force the measure upon them, and 
the Resident recommended in that case that the Assistant should encourage 
cultivation there by every means in his power, and desired in the mean 
while to be informed what objections those Zemindars had to the Pottahs 
being issued to the Ryots jointly by themselves and the Ameens, or by 
themselves alone under the Ameen's inspection. 

In reply the Assistant Resident expressed a hope of his now being 

able to remedy all opposition that might be met 

to ule Re^^t dated 27^ in issuing the Pottahs, and reported that he had 

July 1788. hitherto forborne mentioning to the Ameens that 
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Government would, when absolutely requisite, advance Tuccavee to the 
ryots, and was of opinion that the present publication of such salutary 
intentions had better be postponed till the Ameens of their own accord 
informed him of the necessity. 

The Resident authorised the Assistant to issue the Tuccavee pro- 
posed by him to the Ameen of Jounpore and 
.wS3".£'jul?i7M* ^^'^ him to instruct the Ameen to make the 
best use of it for promoting the cultivation, taking- 
sure precautions for its repayment in the course of 1196 with interest at 
the rate of 10 per cent., the bonds for which 

Ttccavee authorized. . .... 

were to be made out by the parhes receiving it la 
the name or in favour of the Raja, the loan or advance being considered 
as from him ; and requested that the bonds might be transmitted to th& 
Resident when duly executed and witnessed that they might be delivered 
to the Raja, as he was to be responsible to Government for the repayment. 

The Resident having learnt that in some places the plain meaning 
_ ., ,, T ^T of the late Regulations for the new cultivation 

Re&ident to Mr. J. NeaTe ® 

at Jotinpore, dated ist Au- and the issue of the Pottahs was so strangely 
^^ perverted or grossly misunderstood by the native 

Agents, that they held out to the Ryots that the actual aggregate Jumma, 
and not the rates of Jumma of 1187, were to be inserted in the present 
Pottahs, and that, for instance, land which then yielded sugar-cane or other 
valuable produce must now pay the Jumma of that produce although com- 
mon barley be now perhaps cultivated there, or although the same be now 
entirely waste. Resident had thought proper to issue a notification to all 
the Ameens and Canoongoes, exclusive of Assistant's districts, that the true 
intent and plain meaning of the regulations were 

Notification iaened explan- . i ,.,,*, , , , 

atory of tho regulatioii re- that the United Mai and Abwab assessed on each 
gardiDg Pottahs. dififerent kind of culture in 1187 was now to be 

assessed and inserted in the Nukdee Pottahs of the ryots for the same kind 
of culture in 1186, and not that the same fields containing now a different 
produce from 1187 were to be charged with the same Jumma as they paid 
then on a different produce ; and added that the ryots were to have the 
waste lands at what rate of revenue they liked and would cheerfully 
engage for, whatever might have been the produce of such land in 1 187, 
and the Assistant was requested to make this explanation generally known. 

A circular order was issued to the Canoongoes to send from each 

Standard measuring rods Pergunnah One of the Luttahs or measuring rods 

office. *^^^ *" * used in each place respectively for 1187 and 1195 

Fuslce to remain in the Resident's oflSce that it may appear whether in issu- 
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ing the Pottahs for 1196 they have in fixing the rates of the Nukdee Pot- 
tabs of 1196 duly attended to the difference between the Luttahs of 1187 
and that of 3 Bera Ilahee now ordered. 

The Resident represented that having now been a twelvemonth in 
From Resident to Oover- charge of the Residency of Benares and having 
nor General in Council, dated endoavouted durinff that period to acquaint him- 
12th Septenaber 1788. ,. , ., i • i i , 

self as much as possible with the real state of the 

Zemindaree, he would now submit to the Governor General in Council the 
substance and result of his enquiries and then 
finw^'^R^^enr*^^^*^ proceed as directed under orders of Government, 
dated 27th July 1787, to submit such a plan for the 
future management of the affairs of this important part of the British 
possessions in India as might appear best suited to its situation, and produc- 
tive of the greatest possible advantage to its numerous inhabitants. 

In the first place the Resident thought it proper to premise what he 
believed to be and have been the real revenue-pay- 

^^Revonua abili^ of the ing capability of the country or the average amount 
annually collected for years past from the Zemindars 

and Ryots ; the more especially as he did not find that this subject had been 

ever yet clearly ascertained or accurately detailed. 

The most particular statement Resident had yet met in English on 
this head, as far as related to Benares, existed in a copy which he had 
procured of the dissertations of Mr. James Grant, Junior, on the general 
Finances of British territorial acquisitions in India, in which that Gentle- 
man made the total Malgoozaree or public rei^enue of the Zemindaree as 
established in 1184 Fuslee to amount to Rupees, 73,78,321 

But by the account herewith submitted No. 1 (cor- 
roborated by the remarks in the a(K50unt No. 2) it will 
appear that from some Mehals or districts being over- 
valued in Mr. Grant's Statement and others inserted 
which form now no part of the Zemindaree, this valua- 
tion was overrated to the amount of about, 14,12,916 4 9 



Leaving real valuation or Mofussil produce up 
to 1194, Rupees, 59,65,404 11 3 



Resident did not pretend to assert that this correction of Mr. 
Grant's Statement was absolutely correct to a Rupee or even perhaps to 
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within a Lac, but it was conformable to the result of the beat mate- 
rials he had been able to procure, and stood corroborated by the MofussiL 
receipts, so that at least he had yet no sufficient reason to doubt its authen- 
ticity, more especially as he was assured by Ousan Sing and Sadanund 
Bukhshy and generally by all the officers both in and out of the Station 
whom he had consulted, that the increase laid on the country by Cheyt 
Sing had never at any time amounted to Nine Lacs of Rupees, as stated in 
Mr. Grant's account ; and with respect to the additional Abwab stated by 
that Gentleman to have been levied under the Heads 

GiS^t'tE^tiJ^.^ ^ ^' ^^ ^"^^^* ^^ Hoondeeawim, they positively denied 
even its existence. As Mr. Grant's account had 
been given to the public and would no doubt be noticed in England, Re- 
sident thought it a duty incumbent on his station thus briefly to suggest 
what had appeared to him on the subject, that the present or future Ad- 
ministrators of Indian Affairs might not be led into error by overrating the 
ability of a country sufficiently valuable to merit every care and regard 
for the preservation of its existing Funds. 

The truth or strong probability of the accuracy of the preceding 
Statement seemed to result from, and was founded on its agreeing with the 
actual state of the Mofussil Jumma or Rental of the country for seven 
years past, as would appear from the several yearly accounts taken from 
the Canoongoe's Records of which the following was the Abstract 

Jumma Mai or Land Rental of 1187, exclusive 
of Jageers, Lakheraj or free lands, and Customs ; and 
exclusive also of the Alienations, such as Khyraghur, 
since made from the Zemindaree, and includii^ Rupees 
21,663-9 of Abwab blended, since that year, with the 
Mai or Ground rent, 44,87,944 6 

Deductions from this Jumma or defalcation in 
the said Revenue from the Fuslee year 1188 to 1194 ... 
both inclusive, • 14,48,163 1 



Remains of Jumma of 1187 up to 1194, ... 30,39,781 5 

Beshee or increase to the said Jumma during 

the period in question, including 

ReBident's Estimate. Rupeesl8,518-0-3 TttJfcrar Jum- 

ma or erroneously brought to account in the Canoon- 
goe's Records, 15,45,72413 3 
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Beal amount of Mofussil Jununa to the end 

of 1194? including the Tuftmr J umma^ 45,85,506 2 3 

Add Abwab, new and old, 1,83,978 10 9 



Results, Mofussil Revenue Land rental tip to 1 194 
including Tt^ar Juroma, ... 47,6938*12 6 

Deduct Tukrar Jumnoa as above, 18,518 S 



Remains, real Revenue Land Rental up to 1194, 47,50,966 12 » 

Add Customs, Jageers of the Rajah, Ou- 
san Sing and Beneeram Pundit, together with arti- 
cles of the revenue abolished and for which the 
Raja received an equivalent deduction since 1188^ 
Fuslee, 11,73,016 



Do. Estimated amount of 
annual Buhray, 42,000 



12,15,016 



Assessable Jurama of the country including the 
Pergunnah of Khyraghur and exclusive of Lakheraj 
or free lands, 59,65,982 12 3 

Deduct Khyra Ghur now alienated, 2,23.046 14 



Remains Assessable Jumma of the present coun- 
try of Benares, 57,42,935 14 3 



Which result of the seven year's account in question agreed, within 
a few hundred Rupees, with the 2nd column of the Comparative Account 
exhibiting the dififerences between Mr. Grant's and Canoongoe's Jumma, 
and the latter, or the Rental as stated from the Canoongoe's accounts and con- 
tained in the said 2nd column, stood therefore corroborated as well by the 
particulars of the same accounts for seven successive years as by the remarks 
on Mr. Grant's statement of the Jumma contained in the account shewing 
the particulars wherein that Gentleman appeared to have overrated it to 
the full amount of the difiference between his and the Canoongoe's state- 
ments aforesaid 
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Resident felt that it might however be objected to the deductions or 
inferences here drawn, that as, by the general account of the Mofussil 
Bental for the seven years aforestated, this Rental appeared on the whole 
to have improved near a Lac of Rupees, the result of the account for 1194, 
as he had stated it, should thus far exceed the corrected Statements 
of Mr. Grant's account, but to this he answered that, although even an 
unaccounted diflPerence of a Lac of Rupees in a statement of this na- 
ture and magnitude ought perhaps not materially to affect its general ac- 
curacy more especially when supported by seven year's consecutive accounts 
of the general Mofussil Rental, as was the case in the present instance, yet 
he believed it would be no very diflBcult matter, in reference to the present 
difficulty, to reconcile this apparent difference if he had the Canoongoe State- 
ments of the Mofussil revenue from 1 184 to 1187, or from the date of Mr. 
Grant's accounts to the period when his own began to shew the alterations 
in the Mofussil Jumma during that period, together with the particulars of 
the actual Customs collected from 1184 to 1187 by the Zemindars along 
with their land revenue, of which the Canoongoes were at no period allowed 
to keep any account. But for the present at least, to close this subject, Re« 
sident thought the seven year's accounts he had produced of the actual col- 
lections, combined with the correction made in the account of Mr. Grant's 
Jumma, do clearly enough shew that, instead of 73 Lacs, this country was 
never assessed (including even Khyraghur now alienated from it) to above 
sixty, out of which to defray all expences of internal management, including 
Jagheers to the Raja and individuals, and to pay a revenue of forty Lacs of 
Rupees to the Company ; nor could its highest valuation, including Customs, 
be now. since the alienation of Khyraghur, rated at above 58 Lacs, or rather, 
according to the preceding numerical deduction, at Rupees, 57,42,935 14 3 

From which deduct, amount of Raja's and 
other Jagheers, 4,26,658 

Remains applicable to the Public revenue up 
to 1194, 63,16,277 14 3 

Add deductions made in the course of the cur- 
rent year in the department of the customs as per 
account accompanying the Resident's address of the 
first of May last to the Governor General in Council, 1,59,934 10 

Remains funds applicable to the publiq revenue 
and charges of collection and management up to the 
end of 1195, ;•• 51,56,343 4 3 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



SETTLEMENT OF THE PROVINCE OF BENARES. 21 

80 that, instead of ths large surplus, stated by Mr. Grant, little 
more than Eleven Lacs of Rupees do in fact exist in this country to defray 
all the expenses of collection, includinj^ the profits of the farmers, and to 
supply occasional losses to which every country must be liable ; the truth 
of which observation would further appear by shewing in the following 
statement what surplus of the revenue fun^ls of Benares can remain after 
deducting, according to Mr. Gran's Treatise, one fifth of the gross produce 
for the charges of collection and of internal management. 

Gross Revenue funds of the country including 
the Raja's and other Jagheers, as above, 67,42,935 14! 3 

Deduct Beneeram and Ousan Sing's Jagheers 
(which are a real alienation), ... 1,14,300 



Funds available for a public revenue including 
the Jagheers of the Raja or (as Mr. Grant styled 
him) the farmi/ng landholder, which amounted in all 
to R«. 3,12,358, 56,28,635 14 3 

Deduct charges of collection &c., -J^th or 20 
per cent, as allowed by Mr. Grant, 11,25,727 2 10 

Ultimate funds according to Mr. Grant's allow- 
ance for the Company's 40 Lacs, up to 1J94, ... 45,02,908 11 5 

Deduct further diminution in these funds from 
the Custom House Regulations in 1195, as above, 1,59,934 10 



Real funds after deducting Mr. Grant's allow- 
ance for charges of collection &c., 43,42,974 1 5 



Which was certainly as little as such a revenue could be excepted to 
be realized from taking one year with another, and showed that the Go- 
vernment's assessment on Benares was sufficiently high even if its present 
Mofussil revenue were every where collected according to the due and fair 
rate, and not in some places by such exceptionable means as the Resident 
would have occasion to notice in the sequel of this address. 

The speculative calculation exhibited in the last statement will be 
corroborated and corrected by the separate account which exhibited the real 
Mofussil rental collections and balances for seven following years up to the end 
of the last Fuslee year 1 194, including those of the Jagheers together with 
the Mujraee, or that part of the collections remitted on various accounts 
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to the under-farmers and others, and the district of Khyraghur now no 
longer appertaining to this Zemindaree. Deducting therefore these three 
unproductive heads or articles, Resident, to save the trouble of reference, 
here inserted the abstract of this important account which contained the 
foundation of all the Government Revenue dependence from Benares. 

Abstract of the Gross Mofussil Rental, Collections and Balances of 
such part of the revenue funds of Benares as were applicable to the pay- 
ment of a public revenue to Government. 



English 
year. 


Fiislee 
year. 


Jumma or Rental. 


Wassil or CoUec- 
tions. 


Bakee or Balance. 


1780-81 


1181 


49,04,450 15 3 


44.62,354 14 


4,42,096 1 3 


1781-82 


1189 


49,53,414 12 9 


43.80,708 6 


5.72,706 12 3 


1782-83 


1190 


49,85,925 7 6 


46,69,353 11 


3,16,571 12 6 


1783-84 


1191 


61,12,796 5 3 


47,14,258 11 9 


3.98.537 9 6 


1784-85 


1152 


62,67,822 12 6 


49,31,589 3 


3,36,233 9 6 


1785-86 


1193 


49,09,067 10 3 


46,05,134 11 3 


3,03,933 15 


1786-87 


1194 


52,00,239 14 6 


48,73.915 13 6 


3,26.324 1 


Total for 7 years. 


363,33,717 14 


326,37,315 1 


26,96,402 13 


Average for one 








ye»r, 


60,47,673 15 8 


46,62,473 9 3 


3,85,200 9 3 


Deduct custom 








Bouse reductiouof 








this year, or 1195 








Fuslee, as before. 
Real Average 


4,59,934 10 


1.59.934 10 




funds of Benares 








topaytbeOovem- 








ment revenue and 








to supply the 








Amil's profits aud 








all tlie charges of 








internal munage- 








meut excepting 








only the Raja's 
Jagheers. 


48,87,739 6 8 


45.02,538 15 3 





Thus, upon the surest practical and numerical deduction of 7 
years' actually realized revenue, Resident might state the actual Mofussil 
collections applicable to the public revenue at no more than Rupees 
45,02,538-15-3, which might perhaps even appear too small to pay a reve* 
nue of 40 Lacs to Government. 
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Accordingly the collections for the public revenue had once in the 
above years fallen short of the amount to be paid to Government and bad 
several times but very little exceeded, and from 1188 to 1 194 the Jumma 
or rental assessed on the country by the Baja, had, on the whole, and not- 
withstanding sundry increases, decreased to the amount of Rupees 
2,82,000-8-3, as will be seen by the accompanying comparative account 
thereof, which statement was followed by a view of the particulars of the 
Raja's or Sudder Settlement for each of these years and of the collection 
thereon, of all which the following wiis a comparative abstract tashew how 
he had paid his revenue annually. 
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Brought forward, Rs. 37,58,881 11 
Add collections made by the Raja from the 
Amils distinctly from their general revenue under the 
two heads of Btthray and Rusaoom Khuzana estimated 
altogether at Rupees, 68,000 



38,26,881 IJ 



Add Nuzzurcma ^oxnedi to the settlement in 

li-t/Dy ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• l,0'T,lt/d 1/ II 



Total Ways and Means . . . Ss., 40,1 1,076 1 1 



In explanation of the above account it might be proper to mention 
that the Resident had not included the first year, or 1189, in the addition 
and consequent Average, because its Jumma was avowedly out of all 
proportion less than that of all the other years. The net excess of the 
collections during this year (1198) being no less than Rupees 4,92,191-15-3 
showed with what propriety Dirg Bijoy Sing withheld the payment of the 
balance justly due from him to Government, and still unliquidated, of 
Rupees 1,42,259-5-11, when there was a surplus of nearly five Lacs of 
Rupees to discharge it. 

The increase in the annual deduction granted by Government as 
contained in the 4th column was occasioned by the additional grant to 
individuals in 1784, and that of the Fuslee year 1192 or 1784-5, being 
the highest of all, was owing to the remission in that year of the duties on 
grain on account of the then prevailing scarcity. 

The Sudder charges of collection, or those paid by the Raja at Be- 
nares, comprehended in the 7th column, consisted, up to the end of 1 1 94, 
of the following articles : — 

Ist Rozeenadar Establishment or Charity al- 
lowed by Government and provided for with the Raja 
in the terms of his original settlement, Rs., . 83,296 7 

2nd. Further ready money allowances paid by 
him to other individuals on account of the Company, 
and for which he took credit to the end of the year, ,.. 3,660 



Rs., 36,956 7 
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Brought forward, Es. 36,956 V 

3rd. A paymeDt on bis own account to Bahadoor 
All Khan wbose land he farmed, 2,252 

4tb. Batta on Gourshabee Rupees, 54,000 

5th. Khelats to Amils estimated at, 10,000 

6th. Sebundy, or Establishment of what was 
called the Raja's Sebundy for making collections @ Rs., 
4,000, which included also the charges of the Moolky 
Adawlut, 48,000 



Total Rs., 1,51,208 7 



The first and second of the above articles bad been lately transfer- 
red to the Company's Treasury to be thence paid to the parties entitled to 
them. The Column No. 9 showed the surplus collection annually made by the 
Raja or by tliose in authority under him, and the Neabut, since his acces- 
sion ; and the 10th and last, the failure of one year (1191 Fuslee) to the 
amount of Rs., 1,88,256-13-3, by which, and a farther sum of Rs., 
1,26,398-4-9 which, although realized from the country in 1192 and 1193 
Fuslee, was never paid to the Raja as it ought to have been, he had incur- 
red a balance since his accession of Rs., 3,14,655-2-0, as above stated, for 
the payment of which he had, on certain terms, bound himself to Govern- 
ment during the Residency of Mr. James Grant. 

Should the above detail have proved tedious, the Resident requested 
it might be imputed to the desire he had anxiously entertained of putting 
the British Government in India in possession of what he considered and 
believed to be a true state of their resources from this part of the Com- 
pany's Territories. No part of it was founded on any other than authentic 
documents drawn from direct and official channels of information, and if it 
be proved materially erroneous. Resident should own himself very much 
deceived. Having thus submitted it to the Government, Resident pro- 
ceeded to the detail of the settlement and collections of the present year. 

With respect to the present year's settlement, the Government was 
already apprized of the general Regulations Resident had laid down to the 
Raja for his guidance in making it, which, although he professed to make 
them the general rule of his guidance, he did not invariably adhere to firom 
the following circumstances. 
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In the firet place Kulb Ali Beg having a three year's lease of seve- 
ral Mehals or Pererunnalis, and havins? also a claim 

Kulb Ali B^'s lease. f /' f 

to continue secunty with charge of the collections 

in another called Bowlee, in consequence of a stipulation entered into be- 
tween him and the late Resident, on his having engaged to make himself 
answerable for the revenues of 1194 which were then in jeopardy from 
the failure of another Renter ; the Raja, finding on his first suggestion 
"of the matter to the Resident very shortly after his arrival, that there might 
ipossibly prove objections to his first design of breaking through the lease 
«f Kulb Ali for his 3rd year, which he did once meditate on the plea that the 
-original engagements for it had not been his voluntary act, determined, 
suddenly and evea without his privity, on a reconciliation, in appearance at 
least, with this capital farmer, between whom and himself there had long 
subsisted a strong enmity ; in consequence of which he not only continued 
to him all the lands included in the 3 years' lease, but added some others 
which he accounted for to him at the time and obtained his consent to on 
the plea that he had acted upon grounds of expediency, as he could not, he 
confessed, have obtained equivalent terras for all the Mehals thus rented 
to Kulb Ali Beg, had he let them separately, but he observed that Kulb 
All's profits on the whole would make up for the possible deficiencies in 
some particular districts ; and as both from his 
iri^Kulb^U^^''ixi°i^^ ^'^ want of local knowledge at that time con- 
^dm idth heaifcatioii by the cerning the affairs of this country or the responsi- 
bility of the farmers, and with a view to promote 
the declared olgect of Government in making the Raja his own manager, 
the Resident left the formation of the settlement entirely to him, only re- 
serving his ultimate formal confirmation of the whole of it. The Resident 
accordingly acquiesced in this measure, although even at this time with 
«ome degree of hesitation, arising, as well from the magnitude of the charge 
thus committed to Kulb Ali of about Ten Lacs of Rupees, as from his ap- 
prehensions in regard to the effects of the latent enmity and only apparent 
friendship that existed between the contracting parties. 

All the rest of the settlement was made in the usual way, and the 
Resident bad no complaints on the subject at the 
«eepore and Shadeeabad fo ^i™® ^^ i^s being formed, excepting from Mehndee 
ee Khan. j^ Khan, a Persian adventurer in this country, 

who said that the Raja had exacted too high terms from him for the two 
Pergunnahs of Ghazeepore proper and Shadeeabad, which he had also rent- 
ed the year before ; but as there did not appear any material difference 
between the rental now exacted and that of the last year, 1194?, the Resi- 
dent did not at that period of the settlement think necessary to interfere 
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between the Raja and this renter, who thereupon proceeded into the Per* 
gunnahfl to make bis own settlement. 

It may be here remarked that the Raja was unable to find renters 
for several of his districts owing to the known defalcation that had taken 
place in the funds for paying their rent These, to the amount of Rs., 
4,13,075-2-0 according to the Jumma of 1194, he was reduced to keep 
Amanee, that is, to make the collection of them by his own officers. 

For the settlement thus made. Resident concerted with the Raja the 
form of an Amilnama and Cabooteat the princi- 
».i?^e^?*of*BS for pal alteration in which from those of the preced- 
which renters could not be ing year consisted, Ist. In the Amils stipulating 
expressly to Jbe answerable for all thefts and rob- 
beries committed within their respective districts ; 2nd. In their renouncing 
all claim to any deduction for the intended abolition of the duties on the 
transportation of grain and all other articles of the interior trade which 
they had hitherto collected ; and 3rd* and lastly, to forfeit three times the 
amount of any undue exactions of revenue that might be proved against 
them on the complaints of the Ryots. 

The settlement thus concluded, the first accident that occurred res- 

,, ^ , .,. , . pecting it was at the collection of the first Kist or 

MehndeeAh being earn- . , ,, , , *.. m 

moned by the Raja on account mstalment when Mehndee All Khan, above na- 

b ^^^ hyli^^om' ™6<^» ^^^g <»11^ "P<>^ for the payment of his Kist, 
^^' which was wholly in balance, and the peon threat- 

ening to carry him to the Raja*s Cutcherry to answer for his failure, his 
pride suffered so severely at the idea of degradation in being in this man- 
ner subjected to the Raja's novel authority, that, actuated perhaps by 
the idea of the high settlement he had entered into as above intimated, 
he rather than submit to appear in the Cutcherry of Raja Mehipnarain whi- 
ther he was about to be carried, swallowed a considerable dose of Arsenic 
from the effects of which he was, when reduced to a condition the most 
hopeless, recovered by the medical aid of Dr. Boyd who then happened to 
be with him at Benares ; and as this circumstance led him to make a more 
particular inquiry into his situation, the Resident made the Raja grant to 

^ . . , him a remission of Rupees 24,000 on his farm of 

Remission granted to 
If ehndee Ali for Sbadeeabad, the Porgunnah of Shadeeabad as that which was 

taken 1So°Skja's ownrnwh Overrented, whilst he relinquished the more equally 

agement. assessed Pergunnah of Ghazeepore proper to the 

Raja who had since kept it Amanee throughout the year. 

This accident was soon followed by very serious and alarming pleas 
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tet up by Eulb All Beg, who came and declared that he had entered into 
engagements with the Raja so far beyond the 
^ Kulb AU Begfa diffioul. ability of his district to yield that nothing but his 
involved circumstance with the bankers from the 
transaction of the past year, or 1194, could have induced him to accede to. 
These remonstrances following pretty closely the affair of Mehndee Ali Khan, 
and the Raja strongly objectiag to his attending to Kulb AU's pleas lest it 
should bring all the other Amils upon him, Resident therefore at first 
temporized, about which time, the Raja fell ill and continued confined to 
his house for a period of nearly two months, during which Kulb Ali renew- 
ed and enforced his protestations about his inability to fulfil his engage- 
ments and Resident now found, much to his disquietude, that he was in 
fact or at least generally considered as a Bankrupt as to personal wealth, 
which he was supposed to have dissipated or misspent in ways not easily 
to be accounted for ; so that being at the close of last year greatly indebted 
to the bankers who had advanced, money for his Kists, they had, it seemed, 
urged him to enter into the current year's engagements, in the view of ex- 
tricating themselves in the course of it from all connection with him. 

When the Raja had recovered from his indisposition. Resident ques* 
tioned him closely on his motives for trusting so large an amount of the 
public revenue in hands so desperate, upon which he pleaded (as above no- 
ticed) partly the 3 yeai-s' lease and partly the circumstance of the decayed 
state of some of the districts, which (from policy as he thought it) he had 
joined with those of which the lease was unexpired and thrown into Kulb 
All's hands ; but when the Resident asked him what he would do now that 
Kulb All had publicly declared his inability, he sometimes urged that en- 
gagements were binding and that if Resident allow- 
m£ri^ fcj" tSf fi^l^* "* ed those to be given up, all the other contractors 
for the revenue would make similar pleas in hope of 
obtaining remisssions ; whilst on other occasions, when urged on the subject, 
he used to say he would, rather than allow Kulb Ali any remission, take 
the Mehals out of his hands, although he should lose ever so much by so doing; 
and he then himself thought it possible that by adopting such a measure in 
the middle of the year, he might lose more than half a Lac or about sixty 
thousand Rupees, and as Resident's opinion agreed fully with the Raja's in 
this instance, Resident made out for his own farther satisfaction a state- 
ment of Kulb All's receipts from such of those Mehals as he had farmed for 
11 94, and after adding up the gross collections for the last year of all his farms 
for the present, it appeared that there must be, on that footing, a deficiency 
of or about Forty thousand Rupees. The principal oflScers whom the Resi- 
dent consulted on this occasion were also of opinion that Kulb Ali's Mehals 
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were at least overrated about Thirty thousami Rupeea. Wherefore with a view 
to prevent further loss and to apply the safest remedy which the case ap- 
peared to admit of, the Resident authorized Ibrahim Ali Khan to settle with 
him in this manner, either that he should immedi- 
Kulb^AU through Nawab ^^'j relinquish all his farms, or be satisfied with 
Ibrahim Ali Khan. ^ remission in the rent payable on th^ whole of 

them of Rupees 25,000-0-0, which amount the Resident promised to se*- 
cure to him out of the last Kist, provided, Ist. That he regularly paid the full 
sum of all the others throughout the year ; 2ndly. That he kept the secret, 
which was only to be known to the Nawab himself and him, for the 
Resident did not even judge it expedient that the Raja should at that 
time be apprized of it, both because he would not in all probability 
have kept it sufficiently secret and would thereby have attracted (what he 
affected so much to fear) many other claims on him, as well as because of 
the old ill will between the Raja and this farmer, which had broken out 
afresh since the period of the settlement, and with such violence, owing to 
the latter's present remonstrances, that the Resident really thought it essential 
for the good of all, and therefore his duty, however otherwise disagreeable, to 
act thus far without his knowledge. After a good deal of hesitation, Kulb Ali 
accepted of these terms and on the 1st of January. the Nawab Ali Ibrahim 
Khan wrote him that he had done so. Resident accordingly considered him^ 
self bound to procure for him the stipulated remission at the end of the year 
from the R^a provided he performed the two conditions thus stipulated 
through the Nawab ; for Kulb Ali and the Resident never had any conversa- 
tion on the subject The general settlement of the Government Revenue^ 
being thus made, stood as follows : — 

1st. Amount of Revenue payable by the renter 
including supposed amount to 
J^^tmL'tti^:7^^ be received from the Amanee 
^"^c«- Mehalsor those not rented, 38,16,980 13 

2ad. Estimated amount of customs, being ac- 
cording to the last year, 1194, 4,49,273 2 3 

3rd. Amount of Nuzzurana contracted to be 
paid by the renters this year along with their settle- 
ment, ... ••• 1,84,19d 

4th. Buhray estimated at, 42,000 

5th. Treasury fees or Russoom Khuzana esti- 
mated, 26,000 

Total, Rs. 45,18,448 15 » 
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Brought forward, ... 45,18,448 15 3 
Deduct as follows : 

Isi Charges of Sudder Cutcherry, as already 
explained, estimated, 1,53,120 1 

2nd. Reduction in the customs 
Ss. 1,59,934-0-10 for a whole year, 
6 months of whick faUs in this, 79,967 5 



2,33,088 4 
Balance, Ss. 42,85,360 11 3 



The above is the real expected fund according to the present year's 
settlement for paying the Government Revenue, and is certainly suflBcient, 
provided it could hav6 been fully realized ; some of the causes of the 
deficiency in respect of it will be noticed in the sequel of this letter. 

After proceeding thus fer in regard to the settlement, the Resident 
thought it would prove highly beneficial to his 

wi^SL^jT^*'^'*" *^"' *"^"^® ^^®^^ *^^ ^^^ benefit of the country to make 
a circuit through it in company with the Raja, 
<m which they accordingly set out on the 18th of January and did not 
letum till the 1 9th of April, during which they visited most parts of the 
Zsmindaree. 

This tour was by no means flattering to the Resident's wishes as in 
general wherever they proceeded, they met complaints and saw n)any of 
the Pergunnahs in a state of decay, and some few of the largest and best 
of them little better than a waste, among which deserved to be particularly 
enumerated those of Ehereed and Buloah, two of those Mehals which the 
Raja had, from motives of policy as he conceived and declared, thrown 
into Eulb All's lease, together with the extensive Pergunnah of Sikunder- * 
pore, one fourth part of which is certainly not cultivated ; and this was also 
the case with Khereed, and yet the former re- 

ImpoverislMd stite of tlie , it i . i . 

<io\mtrj owing to the system venue was kept up by a mode well known m this 
°^ country, and even avowed by its Raja as a maxim 

of Finance, that whatever additional Abwabs or taxes are laid on a district 
to equalize its Revenues with the assessment by Government were no injustice 
to its inhabitants and did not (as he conceived) even fall properly under the 
head of Abwab. Thus the bow was strained till at length it snapped, and this 
Bo doubt had occasibned in a great measure the great decline of some 
of the once most productive and well cultivated Pergunnahs in the 
JZemindaree (besides those above mentioned) such as Chowsah, Zuraaneah 
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and Nirwan, in each of which there had been a necessity of lowering the 
Jummafor some years past, as there would no doubt be in the ensuing 
settlement in many others. And to this principle was also to be ascribed 
the fact of the Raja having been obliged this year to keep so many of bis 
Pergunnabs in his own hands, as above mentioned on the subject of the 
general settlement. 

Whilst on this circuit, Eulb Ali Beg advised both the Raja and 
Resident of a very severe loss he had sustained by a storm of hail that 
happened in his Pergunnabs near to Jounpore ; but the Raja appeared by 
no means inclined to listen to his representations, on the former plea^ 
that his doing so would attract other claimants on this subject : and thus 
the affair rested till they arrived at Jounpore in March, where the Raja 
informed the Resident that he had learnt Kulb Ali was meditating his 
escape from the Company's Dominions after collecting the Rubby Crop 
then unreaped, and was besides in a sort of despair, which the Raja of 
course attributed to the worst of motives, such as drunkenness, &o., whilst 
Kulb Ali, who seemed to the Resident deeply 

Kulb Ali beg deolares mm- /. ^ . #. i .1 

self utterly unable to meet penetrated With a sonso of his forlorn state, with 

18 engagementB. teaxB in his eyes declared to him that his despon- 

dency proceeded from his knowledge of the Raja's and his officer's deter- 
mined resolution to ruin him at all events. He now therefore declared 
that from these circumstances, and the great loss his farms had sustained 
by the hail, he was totally unable to fulfil his engagements, even (as he at 
that time, viz. in March last, publicly announced to the Raja and the 
Resident) to within the amount of perhaps 2 Lacs of Rupees, upon 
which the Rajah, ascribing always bad motives to Kulb Ali, declared to 
the Resident that it was now incumbent on him to take measures to 
anticipate that Farmer's intentions by sending Sezawuls into all his farms 
to secure the produce of the Rubby Crop, if he (Kulb Ali) would not now 
give unexceptionable security for the payment of the revenue throughout 
the year. In this stage of the business, Resident finding himself, from 
Kulb Ali's present declaration made in consequence (as be said) of his 
subsequent losses by the hail and of the Raja's enmity towards him, freed 

from the promise the Resident had made to the 
ne^e'^^lTZli]^^'' ^ Nawab in January, he ;ieft him and the Raja 

to settle as they thought fit, for which there 
was yet time, the principal crop remtuning still untouched, and the 
Resident accordingly assured the Raja that he would fully support all hi» 
acts, whether he preferred sending Sezawuls to secure the Crop then still 
upon the ground, or to compromise with Kulb Ali by making him some 
adequate allowance in consideration of the original high terms of his settle* 
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ment and of his sabsequeot acknowledged and considerable losses by the 
hail, but as instead of 60,000 Rupees, for which sum the Resident believ- 
ed he could have satisfied Eulb All and the Bankers who supported him, the 
Siya would on both aocoupts at most allow only 30,000 Rupees, Resident 
decUned all further interference, even the most indirect, and this second 
D^;ociation ended by the Raja declining to send Suzawuls and conferring 

a Ehelaut on Kulb Ali by way of restoring confi- 
Into fivoSf **^''° o^«iWe j^^^ ^ ^^e Bankers who had entered into en- 

gagements to pay Kulb Ali*s last kist, which the 
Saja feared they would not perform if he then proceeded to dispossess the 
fanuer, who proceeded with his collections till shortly after tlie Resident 
retomed to Benares, when, in consequence, no doubt, of difficulties and trou- 
bles excited between him and the Zemindars, from the strictness he was 
obliged to use in his collections Mr. Neave was, on his application to the 
Baja and the Raja's to the Resident, deputed with some military force to 

secure the peace of the districts belonging to him 
depute M^ N^te"" to^jluS*. ^^ *•>»« vicinity of Jounpore, and to assist in the 
pore with a miUtry force to realisation of the revenue ; and Kulb Ali Beg be- 

make the oollectioiis. ' ^ ^ ^ 

ing soon afterwards called into Benares for his 
balances in the Pegrunnahs of Khereed and Buloah which lie in the Sirkar 
of Ohaseepore and confined by the Raja on that |fccc0unt in his own house, 
where he still* remained, the collections oflhe Jounpore districts were thereby 
necessarily left to Mr. Neave, by whose unremitted exertions, as long and as 
far as his health would permit, the sum of Two Lacs of Rupees had been 
realized, the greater, part of which would probably have been lost, but for 
iheii interposition ; and upon this occasion it was a duty incumbent on the 
Resident to bear testimony to the cheerful and able assistance afforded to 
him by that gentleman whose health had severely suffered by the commis- 
sion which had thereby sooner terminated, by his indispensible return to 
Benares, than either he or the Resident could have wished, which might 
no doubt so far lessen the beneficial consequences of his local inspection of 
that part of the country during the measures that had been since carried 
on for its cultivation and improvement. 

The discussion which Kulb Ali's failure had led to of his accounts 
having in the first instance occasioned discovery that the bankers bad ap- 
propriated to themselves the amount of Rupees 17,084!-4-0 on plea of re- 
paying Kulb Ali's debts to them on account of the preceding year; the Resi- 
dent was thence induced at the earnest entreaty 

ProoeediD0i of Benares r ^i t» • \ j .i , , ,, 

Bankets in connection with o^ the Kaja to pass an order that they should re- 
ft JiabiUties. f^j^j ^j^j^ aufjount to the public revenue because 

Resident believed it to be conformable to tlie ideas and practice of India 
C 
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in similar cases to prevent all such unauthorized appropriations of the cur- 
rent collections, more especially, as in the present instance, where the failing 
renter was an avowed bankrupt, but how much soever the Resident waa 
in his own mind satisfied as to the general justice of such resumption, yet 
it gave such oflFence to the bankers of Benares, through whom all the reve- 
nue of tills country passed from the renters into the Raja's Treasury, that 
they combined not to give their notes, called in this country Dakhillas, for 
the next kist, until the Resident agreed that the amount, thus taken from 
them, should be deposited in one of their own houses, subject to such further 
order as the Resident might ultimately issue on the subject, and the Resi- 
dent was sorry to find that this first ordered resumption constituted but a 
small part of similar misappropriations, since from a later discovery made 
by Kulb AH Beg, he stated the amount of them to exceed 70,000 Rupees^ 
the recovery of which would prove a matter of great difficulty, because^ 
from the system hitherto established in this country, the Shroffs or bankers 
could in fact in a great measure command the Raja and Qovemment itself 
with respect to the realization of the revenue, the custom being for each 
kist to be realized, not in cash but, by their Dot- 
Systam of realizing the re- JchUlas or notes payable in a certain number of 

Tenue by means of Dakhillaa. ^^^^ 

days from the dates thereof ; and as the renters 

were generally in arrears to them, they of course exacted their own terms 
from the latter for these Dakhillas, as well as sometimes from Qovemment^ 
before they would give in those of the ensniug kists, after all 'which the 
realization of these Dakhillas became sometimes a second difficulty to the 
Raja, or rather to the Resident himself, who was thus obliged to yield con- 
stant attention to reconcile as far as possible all the jarring interests of ren- 
ters, bankers and the Raja, to secure the payment of each successive kist, 
between the period of the Dakhillas being delivered in, when Resident's 
Towjee account was also despatched, at the end of the English month, by 
which period the Dakhillas must be realized ; from which short description 
it would appear sufficiently evident that the Resident had throughout the 
whole of this troublesome year been forced to exert every influence as if he 
had himself been the collector, without however possessing, or being able to 
exercise, that minute inspection over the Amils or renters, which the success 
of all collections in this country essentially required, but these inconveni- 
ences, however embarrassing. Resident had not allowed himself seriously to 
regret, in the hopes of promoting the grand and 

ReSS^rtJ^^t '^^'*™^ ''^'^^' ^^ ^'' instructions, namely, the re- 
of confidence in the Raja gtoration of the Raja to the fullest possible exercise 

on the part of people. ^ , /. . ^ i • • ^r 

of the functions of his station. Yet such was the 
undignified idea entertained of him, owing perhaps to his former depressed 
state, and such the unwillingness of people in generid to submit to^ and btill 
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less to promote his aggrandizement or to place reliance in his acts, that 
time alone could, if ever, effectually confirm his respectibility or secure the 
collections made under his authority ; truths which have been severely ex- 
perienced during the course of the present year, to the risk of entailing 
upon himself the odium of the Raja's failure, in respect to which, Resident 
would however be candid enough here to own that even the effects of his 
own interference might in some instances have operated in a certain degree 
to the Raja s disadvantage, from the natives still wishing to adhere to the 
Besidency in everything and to him, (the Raja) in nothing ; and from the 
natural consequences of a divided authority, the limits of which on both 
sides have during this year remained unascertained and fluctuating, be- 
tween Resident's earnest desire to establish his authority, and a very pre- 
valent disinclination of the natives to submit to it. 

The Resident had however never yet ultimately despaired of effecting 
the Board's wishes, more especially in regard to the regulation of the coun- 
try at large, so as, if possible, to establish such a system as might leave but 
little to the Raja's own acts or even to those of the Resident, but to render 
the security of the iu habitants dependent on the operation of permanent re- 
gulations, trusting as little as might be to the will of the immediate Ruler. 
In this view and as the commencement of a system of law and regularity 
so essentially requisite to the well being of a Dominion so distant even 
from the seat of the British Indian Government, the Resident originally 
proposed the institution of the three new Courts of Justice, the future ex- 
tension, and further regulation of which, will form a subsequent part of this 
address. The trade and commerce of the country had been regulated by 
Government itself in a manner which, though highly beneficial in other 
respects, had proved for the present year an additional and, to the Raja, a 
heavy and unexpected curtailment of his resources and entitled him perhaps 
in equity to plead for a larger remission in the payment of this year's revenue 
than he has yet obtained. But by far the most material reformation re- 
mamed to be effected, namely that in the collection of the revenues, and to 
obtain information into the real state of the country in this respect was the 
main object of the Resident's circuit and he now proceeded to submit the 
result of his investigation. 

It was proper to premise that there were two general modes for 

the payment of revenue in this country, one by a stipulated rate of money 

rent, the other called Betay, which was also generally paid in cash, but 

the amount whereof was rated according to 

Modes in which revenue ^h^ market price of the actual produce ascertain- 
wai paid explained. *^ ^ 

ed by measurement and an estimate of the abun- 
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dance or deficiency of the Crop. Some articles, such as sugarcane, opium 
tobacco and vegetables were always paid for according to the first mode, 
which was called Nukdee, whilst the general Crops of barley and other 
common grain were paid for in the mode of Betay ; which last the Re- 
sident has found to constitute, vol its present state, a fruitful source of con- 
tention throughout the country in general, from the renters being tempted 
by their natural avidity to overreach the Ryots by using short measuring 
rods and otherwise over- valuing the produce, and by the Ryots on their 
part making use of every device, such as stealing the gram and other arti- 
fices, to enable them to cope with their adversaries, the renters. Nor were 
tlie Nukdee lands free from equivalent inconveniences which principally 
arose from the additional articles of Abwab, which the renters have, since 
the expulsion of Cheyt Sing been gradually accumulating under various 
denomiDations upon the rent as it then existed, of which the result was 
that since Cheyt Sing's expulsion the article of Abwabs had on the whole 
increased from the sum of Rupees 43,310-15-9 at which they stood in 1194^ 
makii^ a real increase of Rupees l,19>47-l-3, to raise which sum Taxes or 
Abwabs have been imposed under various new denominations, not even sup- 
posed to be known at Benares, but very distressing to the Pergtmnahs in 
which they existed, as much perhaps for their uncertainty and want of li- 
mitation as from the positive burthen imposed by them, added to all which 
the mode prevalent in this country, as above observed, of raising the reve- 
nue upon each Pergunnah by additional Abwabs upon the lands that re- 
mained cultivated to make up for those which have become waste and de- 
serted, had, with preceding causes, conspired to render the situation of the 
Zemindaree of Benares in general extremely critical, and to make the rea- 
lization of the public revenue a constant exertion upon almost all ranks 
of the society. 

^^ The truth of the preceding remarks would, the Resident thought, ap- 
pear evinced merely from considering that, al- 
madeup^by the levy oV^- though the sum of the Raja's annual collections, 
^'' and the cultivation of the country have both most 

certainly continued in general to decline ever since the period of 
Cheyt Sing's expulsion, yet the Mofussil rental or the sum of the annual 
assessment for the collections, and even the collections as realized by the 
Amils from the Zemindars and Ryots, have on the whole increased to nearly 
a Lac of Rupees beyond what was collected in the last year of Cheyt 
Sing's management, exclusive of the large increase that had taken place 
in the separate article of Abwabs. How could such a consequenoe How from 
s\4ch premises except by the several means of undue exaction above point- 
ed out, and by practising what is too well known in this country by the 
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tenn of " taking both shares" of the crop : by which* is however only 
meant, the taking of much more than its fair moiety, the one half being 
the public due of the Amils from the. Ryots, though in some Pergunnahs 
somewhat more than this equal proportion was by usage authorizedly taken 
by the Amils of Government under the denomination of Zabitaneh or pre- 
cedent Resident did therefore believe that unless the present numerous 
Mofusril irregularities be corrected and a regular 

Serious danger to the Re- . , . _,., . j -^ 7 n 

Tenue fromSating iwegu- System be mstituted, as it were de novo, a very few 
^**"' years, perhaps even the next, would discover the 

latent inability and reduced state of the country at large by an alarming 
failure in the receipt of the Government revenue. To shew that the Re- 
sident had not adopted these sentiments upon hearsay be had collected a 
series of complaints preferred to him during the course of the present year 
which would, he thought, fully justify the means he had taken to remedy the 
evils therein substantiated, of which means he could, after this introduc- 
tion and reference, hardly aflford a more explicit account than by the paper 
of instructions issued to the Raja on that head imder date the 25th June 
last. 

These regulations would, the Resideut trusted, appear sufficiently 
explanatory of their substance and object without any further abserva- 
tion on his part. It was no wander that the irregularities complained of had 
thus accumulated. Perhaps the wonda: was, they had not hitherto had 
more baneful eflfects than they have yet appeared to have produced. The 
evil, however, though yet in a considerable degree latent, had already in 
some instances, and might soon in many others, burst forth ; and that re- 
formation was required to prevent it, was what the Resident had no 
doubt of. The difficulties experienced in the course of this year had no 

doubt been considerably enhanced by the little 
Difficulties at the preeent 1 /#• 1 1 • 1*1 11 

time increased by the Raja'a ^^^^ that (from the alterations which took place 

mode of procedure. j^ ^.j^^ Residency, at the season for the cultivation 

in July and August 1787) was taken by the Raja and Naib to promote 
80 essential an object to the following year's revenue ; for while short or 
annual leases existed and the Amils were left to assess their Jumma on the 
country ad libitum, the most flattering encouragement must be held out 
to the Ryots by Agents or Ameens sent into the Pergunnahs to make them 
heartily engage to put the ploughs in the ground, which terms were con- 
stantly, and even in some measure necessarily, broken through during the 
course of the collections. 

The Resident had fixed on the Fuslee year 1187 as the standard to 
which the rates of the rental of the country was in general to be restored, 
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because it was the last complete year of Cheyt Sing's management, and 
because it was on its general amount, (being nearly the same as that of 
1184 and 1188 the accounts of which were exhibited to Mr. Hastings), 

that the permanent settlement was made for 40 
clad^with*tfe*Sid^^^^ ^^^ with the present Raja. The blending of the 

Abwab and subsidiary taxes with the Mai or original 
rent, so as to constitute but one aggregate rate per Beegah, the Resident 
considered as of the highest importance to the security of the Ryots, for it 

was the opening thus left to the Native collectors all 
This meaBure abwlutdy ^^^,, ^^^0 British provinces that enabled them to 

Doceseary. * 

tyrannize over the Ryots ; because Government 

could never know or enter into the numerous devices practised by the Zemin- 
dars and collectors to extend these articles, which they increased, decreased 
and altered every year as they thought fit. 



It was not necessary for the Resident to add that the system contain- 
ed in the above regulations appeared to him well adapted for the situation 
of this country, but it was much more difficult to carry it into eflfect than to 
propose it. The interests or prejudices of all classes of men employed in 
the collections were against it, and the difficulty was enhanced by the neces- 
sity of his employing the Raj^ and his Ameens to carry a plan, he certainly did 
not heartily wish well to, into eflfect. Considering all these circumstances, Resi- 
dent was sensible that he might incur the imputation even of temerity in the 

undertaking, more especially as the periodical rains 
Reformation to be carried , . ^,. » i i , *. , 

out at all riekB. having this year been backward, some parts of the 

Khereef or Ist Crop of the ensuing year would be 
lost and the funds for the future revenue thereby so far diminished ; but 
notwithstanding every discouragement, whether arising from natural or 
artificial causes. Resident was so strongly impressed from a view of things 
before him with the idea of the necessity of beginning a reformation that 
he had risked it ; and, if present or future good in any degree resulted 
to the country from the attempt, he should be fully requited for the trouble 
and even the danger of failure. It could not be expected that regulations of 
the kind could all at once be completely received in every Pergunnah and 
sub-division, but by the means hereafter proposed, and by an assiduous at- 
tention on his own part, he trusted they might be prevalent throughout all 
the country by the end of 1196, and when the great body of the people 
came to be well acquainted with the system in all its parts, it was, he 
thought, impossible that it should not produce the happiest eflfects, as well 
in regard to their own ease, as to the cultivation of the country and the 
consequent future security of the Government revenue. 
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These prospects had however no effect on the Raja, who made great 
objections to these regulations, upon the plea, principally, that his collec- 
tions of the balances of this year would be impeded thereby, and he con- 
tinued so obstinately to object to them that the Resident at length thought 
it his diity, if he would not consent, to resume the management into his 
own hands, both of the collections and the issuing of the new Pottahs ; 
and the Resident at length offered explicitly on that condition to take the 
responsibility of this year's revenue on himself, if the Raja would not en- 
gage both to carry the new plan into execution and to be and remain fully 
answerable for the current revenue ; to both which articles the Raja at last 
gave his formal and repeated assent, yet the Resident had but too much 
reason to fear for the realization of this year's revenue under his collection 
which he did not think there would have been room for, had he taken the 
entire management on himself, even at the late period of the year when 
he proposed it to the Raja. This belief certainly implied that he depended 

much on his own influence having happier effects 
Management at first left . i . i Tk • ) j i i i i ^ i • 

with the Raja, Resident be- than the Raja s, and he had no scruple to avow his re- 

ing anxious to support him. 1;^^^^^^ ^hat it would, if singly exerted, unencum- 
bered by the Raja's agency. Perhaps the more advisable part would have 
been on this occasion not to have left the measure to the Raja's choice ; 
but, unwilling as the Resident was to undo what he had done at the begin- 
ning of the year in strict pursuance of so material a part of his instructions 
from Government, he left the agency in both branches, that is, the collec- 
tions and the issuing of the new Pottahs, to the Raja> thinking that if both 
objects be obtained through him, even in somewhat a less beneficial a degree 
than by Resident's own immediate and direct agency, still the degree of de- 
fect might appear to be compensated by the advantage of not disposses- 
nng the Raja from the management in which it was the public wish to keep 
him, if possible, confirmed. 

As the second principal objection of the Raja to the issuing of the 
new Pottahs was founded on the expense of the Ameens which the reduc- 
ed state of his means, would not, he said, admit of his defraying out of the 

current year's collections, and levying it from the 
on ^T^re X^J^^ Ryots would have too much burthened them and 
^ent^undertakes to pay tended to dispose them against the new measures 

intended for their advantage, Resident thought 
Government would approve of his agreeing to promise the Raja that the 
expenses, which on calculation could not exceed 10,000 Rupees, if so much, 
should, as an extraordinary measure, be defrayed by the Company on the 
condition that the Raja faithfully caused the Ameens (who excepting the 
districts lately under Mr. Neave's superintendence, were all of his own 
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choice) to carry into execotioti the true spirit and meaning of the regulations, 
and that Resident should have reason to be satisfied therewith ; or other- 
wise he formally declared to the Raja tITat the odium of failure in the 
measure and its expense should fall upon him. 

The Resident had ventured to put the Honorable Company oa this 
Tuccavee advances also occasion to a further expense or rather outlay to 
promised. promote the present cultivation for the next year 

by advancing Tuccavee in some of the more desdlate Pergunnahs and where 
he believed it most wanted. He found the whole w«uld not exceed Thirty 
or Forty thousand Rupees and probably not amount to so much, and as it 
would be received back in the course of the ensuing year 1196 with interest 
at the rate of 10 per cent, per annum, and as the Raja couki not himself 
afford these advances which were essential to the dtie cultivation of 1106^ 
Resident trusted Government would not disapprove of the liberty he bad 
taken, as it was evidently and in truth an outlay for the benefit of the 
Company's own estate, and for the security of their beneficial interests in 
this country. 

The 9th article of the instructions to the Raja promised that some 
other mode should be established for the future payment of the Canoon- 
goes, and the Resident submitted that they should in future, if he could get 
the Canoongoes to agree to it, be paid in ready money from the Treasury 
causing the Amils to pay the amount directly to the Resident to be issued 
by him to the parties. Till his arrival at Benares, they were paid by the 
Amils, who collected, to reimburse themselves, certain articles of Abwab 
from the Ryots ; but as this kept them in a state of entire dependance on 
the Amils over whom they were in fact intended aa constitutional checks, 
the Resident got, in the course of this year, lands assij^ed to them in each 
Pergunnah equivalent to the total of their former allowances arising from 
Abwab, leaving to the Amils to recoup themselves for the alienation thus 
made from the lands of their respective rental by the articles of Abwi^ which 
still continued to them to realize. Resident thought that for next year such a 
settlement might be made as would enable them to pay their revenue and 
also this additional money charge (in lieu of the land now alienated) 
without the aid of the Abwab in question, which was a new burthen on the 
country, in which he wished to see all the collections under that denomi- 
nation (that is of Abwab) completely done away and abolished. It was 
a great misfortune that when Mr. Fowke restored the Canoongoes, he, oq 
the principle of the office being an hereditary one, admitted in general all 
the descendants of the ancient ones and granted Snnnuds in their vaarioua 
names, so that there were so many people and such numerous families to 
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be maintained from the fand assigned to tbera, that those who were in 
the executive part of the business had no adequate reward for their labour. 
Besideoi bad discouraged as much as possible this idea of the Canoongoe- 
ships being hereditary, or anything more than a service, liable to terminate 
at tlie pleasure of the ruler, and it was, Resident thought, very essential for 
the due execution of the office that this idea should be confirmed and even 

that a new regulation and appointment of Canoon- 
t)f^SS^^n™*°**" *^* ^^ ^^^ should take place all over the country, for the 

sum at present alloted for the general support of 
the establishment was inadequate to a provision for such numerous families, 
maay of whom could not be usefully employed in the duties thereof and 
were rather in the nature of pensioners than of officers. At the same time 
the retrenching from the establishment of so many men, women and 
children, who now each derived some support from it, would no doubt be 
productive of clamour and distress. The error lay as above observed in 
the first establishment or the restoration of this body of men in the Fuslee 
year 1192 or 1784-3. If the Board were pleased to authorise it, Resident 
would proceed to issue new Sunnuds, so as to render the Canoongoe's es- 
tablishment really efficient on the footing of the general outline pointed 
out, or with such alterations as the Government might prefer to adopt 

By the 12th article of the regulations the Ameens were directed to 
report on the allowances to the Cazees and Civil Judges, and to the Chow- 
dries (a kind of revenue officers, somewhat similar to the Canoongoes), 
thoughout the country, that some means might be adopted for regulating 
. ^ these establishments in time to come. These 

The poshiim of Cazees . « , ^ . 

and caiowdries also consi- Officers were at present, especially the Cazees, m 
the most forlorn condition, having for many years 
past had little more than a nominal official authority, and many of them bad 
no settled allowances whatever. Resident would consider what was best 
to be done in respect to these establishments as soon as the materials were 
collected and his time would admit. 

The administration of Justice throughout the country excepting in 

,, , . , , . « the four towns of Benares, Ghazeepore, Jounpore 
Moolky Adawlut msuffi- , ... i i i 

dent fur the duties faUiug and Mirzapore, was and has long been in a deplo 

^^ ^^ rable condition, for the Raja's Moolky Adaulut was 

hardly adequate to the general administration of Justice throughout the 

country, were the influence of the Raja and his officers over it propitious 

to that end ; but this could never be the case, and whilst it remained in its 

present situation, it was of the least possible use that any Court could be. 

The Resident having heen directed to report his opinion on the circum- 
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stances and character of the Nawab Ali Ibrahim 
wabTliibmhi'mKhan!jud^ Khan as Judge of the Adawlut of the City of 
Be^t'**''^''*'''*^*^*^''^ Benares, bethought it his duty to observe that, 

as far as regards himself and his own mind and 
acts, he was, Resident believed, a highly worthy and just Magistrate and 
Judge. If he had any fault it was perhaps in a want -of sufficient decision 
and despatch and in leaving rather too much to the officers under him. 
However both these circumstances were ascribable in a considerable degree 
to others, and did not entirely depend on him, for in this country the in- 
habitants have been so long habituated to settle all causes by arbitration 
and to terminate all disputes to what they call the mutual satisfaction of 
both parties, that the Resident was persuaded their more decisive, and, 
what they would think, abrupt mode of administering justice and execu- 
ting decisions so passed, merely upon the proofs exhibited within a certain 
and fixed time perhaps, by only one of the parties, would not suit the way 
of thinking of the majority of the inhabitants of Benares. They would 
no doubt become gradually fitter to assimilate to the British policy in this 
respect, but as the first Judge of the first established Court in this country. 
Resident could not but think that the moderation (even if there be a little 
excess in it) of Ibrahim Ali Khan's conduct is happily adapted to the situa- 
tion he was placed in. As to the 2nd circumstance above noticed, it was 
to be observed that by the constitution of the Court, as framed by Mr 
Hastings, the Nawab was himself only Chief Magistrate, having under him 
a Criminal and Civil department, at the head of which there were distinct 
Judges, of his appointment in fact, and whose acts he must sanction, and 
who indeed tried all cases under his inspection and with his approbation 
in the same house or Court where he himself resided, which degree of dis- 
tinction or delegation of authority might probably have given rise and af- 
forded some cause to the idea of his leaving too much to his officers, who 
were certainly not so trustworthy as himself. As far therefore as this 
might be, and it must be in some degree, a vice, it arose out of the nature of 
the constitution of his Court, but on the whole Resident did not think it pro- 
bable that a better or perhaps, in all respects, so good a native Magistrate 
could be provided in his stead, and on the footing his Adawlut now stood 
subject to an appeal. Resident trusted the imputable defects, above inti- 
mated, would be obviated, because tbe idea of an appeal would make the 
Magistrate pay strict attention to the proceedings of the Courts under him. 

The most material defect in the general administration of justice 

in this country was in respect to revenue causes. 

No proper Courts for dia- fo^ ^hi^h there was properly no Court, the Raja's 

posal of Revenue cMes. ; . . 

Moolky Adawlut being principally for causes of 
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private property, excepting that in some instances he did refer the causes of 
a revenue nature to it, when the decision must of course be according to his 
oflScer's good will, but it was wholly inadequate to such a task as the hear- 
ing and deciding on revenue cases. The Officers or Judges were Mussul- 
mans unacquainted with matters of revenue and whose habits and studies 
bore no affinity to such disquisitions. The Ryots had therefore no regular 
jurisdiction to apply to and when they did complain it was (as the Resident 
had had abundant experience of in the course of this year) with the great- 
est difficulty that they obtained, after numerous delays, references, and haJf 
enquiries, some kind of qualified relief by an order to the Amils against 
whom they had complained ; which order in their favor was after all hardly 
even more than half carried into execution and the whole was in fact nuga- 
tory and formed a complete state of uncertainty and confusion. 

To remedy these evils in the administration of justice in regard to 
the collection of the revenue and the Raja's Moolky Adawlut, Resident 
submitted the following heads of regulations to the consideration of Govern- 
ment. 

1 St. That there be instituted from the beginning of the settlement 

of the year 1196, a Court of Revenue jurisdiction, 

JVopoaalfl to remedy these ^j^^g^ g^j^ ^j^^^y j^ gj^^n be to hear and decide on the 

disputes that arise in the course of the year between 
the Ryots, Zemindars and Amils, or collectors, and to pass their decisions 
thereon according to justice, adopting for its guidance the principles of the 
Regulation in the Perwannah to the Raja ; that this Court be composed of two 
native Judges, one on the part of the Resident, the other on that of the 
Raja ; and that, to give weight to their decisions, they shall sit in the Re- 
fiident's office and their proceedings and decisions shall be under his control, 
and all their orders issued under his official seal and signature for one 
year at least, after which it may be considered, if thought necessary, how 
far they may be left' to the Raja ; but for 1196 it was essential that this 
Court should be held under the Resident's immediate inspection, were it only 
for the full and due establishment of the new Pottah Regulations. The 
institution of this new Court would no doubt hurt the Raja, whose dignity 
and even prejudices, Resident was in all cases as willing to support and con- 
sult as he could himself desire where Resident thought them at all compati- 
ble with the national honor and interest, but thus far he was free to own 
that he deemed them very irreconcilable. 

2nd. That the name, establishment and officers of the Raja's Mool- 
ky Adaulut be continued, but liable to the inspection of and to appeal 
from its proceedings to the Resident in like manner as the other Courts now 
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are throughout the Zemindaree. Resident owned that his first intention wasr 
to have proposed the entire abolition of this Court and to have suggested 
the partition of its duties among the four Company's Courts of Benares, Gha- 
zeepore, Jounpore and Mirzapore which are very well situated for the dis* 
tribution of justice throughout each of the four Sirkars of Benares, Ghazeepore, 
Jounpore and Chunar, at the capital of each of which they are respectively 
placed, and with a very small addition to the establishments of the three 
last mentioned Courts they would be adequate to all the additional duty* 
Resident had however been deterred from stating this arrangement as a 
measure to be adopted, at least immediately, from his belief that the aboli- 
tion of the Moolky Adawlut would greatly irritate the Raja who would per- 
haps be sufficiently indisposed by the establishment Resident had above 
proposed of a Court under him for trying matters of revenue. It might 
therefore be most expedient to let the Moolky Adawlut remain under the 
regulation above proposed for at least another year, by which time the 
Raja, finding himself divested of any influence over it, might from a wish to 
be relieved from the expense of the establishment, easily consent, if on far- 
ther experience the measure be still deemed necessary, to its entire abolition. 

3rd. Tliat the settlement of 1196 be made under the inspection and 
approbation of the Resident, on the footing of the preceding regulations 
and with such further circumstances of improvement as may occur to him ; 
but as the system of the new Pottahs and the real ascertainment of the 
Jumma thence arising cannot be fully understood and ascertained till the 
year 1196 be considerably advanced, that the engagements with the Amils 
be only for that year, after which Resident would certainly recommend that 
the same be confirmed to such of them as behave well throughout the ensu- 
ing year, either for a long term of years or for life, or with a clause that du- 
ring their good behaviour they shall not be liable to be removed. Mean- 
while, if Resident can get the Raja to agree to it, he might probably in the 
ensuing settlement for 1196 find it advantageous to grant some leases for 
particular districts, where the Jumma is ascertained, upon periods for a 
longer term than one year, which would be but the beginning of a system 
that the Resident concluded must sooner or later be general throughout 
the Company's Dominions. 

Before closing his address the Resident thought it proper to ob- 
serve that however desirous he had been of discontinuing the use of Sepoys 
in the collections, he had found it during the course of this year impracti- 
cable, though he believed so many have not been employed as in for- 
mer years. The Zemindars and Ryots of this country had all a military 
spirit, and some of them, especially on the borders, mix with it a degree 
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. , of wildness and local notions of what they call 

Sepoy required to coerce 

ftfnctory ZamincUn ; with Hoovmut, Or nonor, that makes them prone to re- 
"^'^'^^^ sist the native Collectors on very slight occasions, 

which they can the more effectually do by their distinct castes, living many 
t>f them together in one or more adjoining villages, so that being thus united 
they of course adopt each other's quarrels and can thus easily set the AmiFs 
peons at defiance. Besides this, as it has been the constant practice in this 
and the neighbouring country of the Nawab Vizier to carry on the collec- 
tions by military aid, the habit was so rooted that if the Amils had not a 
party of Sepoys resident with them, the Zemindars and Ryots were inclined 
to contemn their authority as thinking that they had not the support of 
the Besidency. In the so much praised administration of Bulwunt Sing 
he was nevertheless obliged to make frequent or, Resident might rather 
say, constant use of both Horse or Foot to overawe his turbulent subjects 
and to realize his collections, frequently going himself for that purpose at 
their head and nuking constant circuits through his territories. The 
happy influence of the British Government had already operated a great 
change ia this respect. In many instances Resident had found a common 
summons, carried by a single peon, sufficient, but in others this had not 
been adequate, more particularly in the case of a refractory Zemindar 
in the district lately under the superintendence of Mr, Neave, who, hav- 
ing had some difference with Kulb Ali Beg, had recourse to open resist- 
ance in consequence, which was one of the causes of Mr. Neave's deputa- 
tion, and it had hitherto been found impossible, either to apprehend him or 
to induce him to surrender himself on general promise of justice being 
feirly administered to him, for such was his pride and prejudice that al- 
though Resident himself sent a person to converse with and bring him to 
reason, with every promise of kind treatment, if he would come in, that 
the situation of his case could admit of ; and although he confessed in that 
conference that he had been in fault to have recourse to violence before 
he ever once gave notice of his grievances, real or pretended, yet, upon no 
other plea than that his brethren would think meanly of him if he sub- 
mitted at discretion, he insisted on a safe conduct, upon condition that if 
he should not approve the terms here offered to him he must be allowed to 
return ; and howsoever strange this might appear, Resident found it was a 
aode not unknown to the native government of this part of the country. 
It was, however, what^ after all the condescension he had shown to this 
naan in sending a messenger to invite him to come, Resident thought it impro- 
per to submit to under the British administration. This Zemindar, whose 
name was Sheo Dyal and who belonged to the Pergunnah of Mongra, was 
chwged with having committed during the course of his late mad attacks 
apon different parts of the Perguqi^h, both murder and several other acts 



i^ 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



46 MEASURES CONNECTED WITH THE 

of violence, being from the frontier situation of the Pergunnah protected 
in the adjoining districts belonging to the Nawab Vizier, whence he occa- 
sionally issued with an armed force or banditti, and plundered and burn- 
ed what came in his way. Mr. Neave, when on the spot employed every 
approvable means of force and art to seize his person, but in vain, as the 
Resident was averse, though at last obliged, to authorize the Sepoys to 
carry their attempts to such length as to risk the loss of lives on either 
side. Before Mr. Neave returned he wrote that Sheo Dyal was at last de- 
serted by his followers, so that, hoping his distress would induce him to sur- 
render, the Resident lately recalled the Sepoys from Mongra, in common 
with all those stationed throughout the Zemindaree, since which, this 
mad man having renewed his depredations, the Resident had been obliged 
to send a company back into the Pergunnah and must now take effectual 
measures to seize his person at all risks. 

In the course of this year two attempts had been made by parties 
of Zemindars and. Ryots to resist the Sepoys, by open violence, in the exe- 
cution of their duty, and as the Resident considered the conduct of the 
Sepoys to be in both instances praiseworthy, for their moderation and for- 
bearance, as long as the safety of their own lives would admit thereof, he 
had determined, as an example, to have those who resisted them in the 
first of the two instances regularly tried in the Adawlut of Benares, where 
they were convicted and sentenced to a slight punishment, which the Resi- 
dent remitted and dismissed them, hoping that thLs example would alone 
produce the best effects. The other party, similarly offending, could not be 
prosecuted for want of witnesses, but as they themselves acknowledged their 
resistance, they were kept for some time in confinement, and then enlarged 
under an engagement to behave better in time to come. 

The Resident had therefore no real cause to regret the consequences 
of either of these two instances, for though the Sepoys acted in both with- 
out his knowledge or direct authority, yet as they were driven to fire in 
their own defence after being attacked sword in hand, the consequences were 
fully justifiable and even indispenaiUe. The Resident was in much greater 
doubt about that of a party of Sepoys who, on the complaint and at the 
instance and recommendation of tk^ Magistrate of Shahabad, were sent 
some time ago into the Pergunnahs of Khereed and Buleeah to seize the 
thieves there with which those Pergunnahs were particularly infested, in 
course of which they fired upon and killed a supposed thief whom they 
were in the act of apprehending, without (as appeared to him) any neces- 
sity or expediency, as he did not resist, but only attempted to escape ; and, 
as in all cases the Resident had inculcated it as a general rule to eyery 
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party of Sepoys sent out, that self-defence alone was to authorize their 
making use of their Arms, he had written on the Subject of this unfortu- 
nate affair to the commanding oflScer, that the Sepoy who thus fired might 
be brought to a trial and acquitted or condemned as Military law and jus- 
tice might direct 

Whilst the Resident was on the subject, he would here add that 
towards the Nawab Vizier's frontier of Azimghur, and particularly in the 
districts between that and Jounpore where Mr. Neave lately was employed, 
he found the greatest difficulty in realizing the collections from the Zemin- 
dars who, in those parts more especially, were all still possessed of numer- 
ous mud forts, to which they retired and bade defiance to all civil authority. 
This was an evil which ought not to exist under the British Government, 
hut perhaps it could be only gradually corrected. It was so far fortunate that 
these mud forts in three fourths of the country were demolished by 
BoJwunt Sing, so that in all his circuit which extended through that por- 
tion of the entire Zemindaree, the Resident found hardly a fort in the pos- 
session of any Zemindar, but many evacuated and in a state of rapid de- 
cay. Those that still remained were therefore mostly towards the Vizier's 
frontier beyond Jounpore, and it would be well were they all levelled. 
The two principal Jagheerdars of the Company, Beneram Pundit and 
and Baboo Ousan Sing have indeed, within these few years, each of them 
erected a kind of fort or stronghold in their respective Jagheers, which ad- 
join each other, a circumstance that had very recently occasioned an open 
and hostile contention between their respective Ryots about a boundary 
dispute in which some lives had been lost, and the Resident found his in- 
terference necessary to prevent more blood being shed as the principals 
were exceedingly exasperated on both sides. These kind of sudden con- 
flicts about boundaries and disputed ground were very frequent in this 
country. The smallest imputable offence would occasion them, and, to his own 
knowledge, nothing more than a cow's breaking into a sugar-cane plantation, 
or the like, had been sufficient to arm half a village against another, and to 
occasion their proceeding on the spot to open hostilities, which not unfre- 
quently ended with loss of lives, and always with the effusion of blood. 
Nor were such onsets thought much of in this country ; their frequency 
aud assimilation to the habits of the |P0Dple making them be viewed in a 
considerable degree as matters of course. The Resident had, however, 
endeavoured, and should of course continue to endeavour, to check this ex- 
travagance, which had no doubt been fostered by the total want of a regular 
administration of justice or any reliance on the equity of their rulers, joined 
to the very great rashness of their own dispositions, which time alone can 
alter. 
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Having now inserted in this address the most material heads of io^ 
formation that appeared to him requisite for Government to be famished 
with, both for the present and future administration of Benares, he submit- 
ted the whole to the Governor General's Judgment. 

In reply to this it was intimated that the Board had perused with 

From Governor General great attention the Resident's address and, having 
in Council to Resident dated ° , , , , ,., 

3rd October 1788. referred to the several papers and accounts which 

accompanied it, they now issued their instructions upon the whole. 

Considering the agreement between the Company and the Raja of 
Government review of the ^enares to be couclusive as to the amount which 
above with orders thereon. Government was authorized to demand from him, 
the Board's attention hadbeen directed to Resident's statements of the Re- 
venue of this Province, principally with a view to ascertain whether they 
afforded sufficient funds to enable the Raja to make good the amount of his 
engagements. For although he was bound by them to the payment of a 
specific sum, the Board were fully convinced that it would be equally un- 
just and impolitic to exact with rigour what he could not discharge without 
personal distress, or injury to the country. His attachment to Government 
could only be sincere whilst he was treated with moderation, and the pro- 
vince could only derive benefit from the English administration whilst the 
inhabitants of it were secured from arbitrary and excessive imposition. 

As a basis for this consideration the Board would adopt the account 
exhibiting the gross Mofussil Rental Collections and Balances of that part 
of the Revenue Funds of Benares, applicable to the payment of the public 
rental to Government, which, Resident had justly observed, contained the 
foundation of Grovernment's revenue dependance from Benares ; and compar-^ 
ing it with the abstract of the accounts, would endeavour to deduce from 
them the just conclusion. 

The clearness and accuracy with which these statements were drawn 
rendered it necessary , only to state the result, viz. that the ways and means 
for discharging the sum of Rupees 38,42,689-1 4-6 payable by the Raja to 
the Company amounted for the year 1195, ending in September 1788, to 
Rupees 40,11076-11. The difference in favor of the Raja by this state- 
ment was 1, 68,386-1 2-6.* Some little Variation, though of no consequence to 
the present discussion, would take place by assuming the actual amount of his 
engagements to the Company instead of the average of the payments for 
five years. 

This result being formed upon the actual receipts, and providing for 
all charges of collections as well as for the losses sustained by the abolition 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



SETTLEBiENT OF THE PBOVINCB OF BENARES. 49 

of the dutieS) the only deduction to which it was further liable arose £rom 
a feilure in the Mofussil payments of revenue beyond the average rate of 
the annual balances, which form^ no part of the present computation. 
The Board had not omitted to observe that this bad already once taken place 
to the amount of l>88,256-13-3, but the result was drawn exclusive of this 
deficiency. 

The amount of the Raja's Jagheers was 3,12^358, including the profits 
upon them. This sum, added to the surplus above stated, left to the Eaja 
an income for his personal and family expenses of 4,80,74!4!-12-6, supposing 
the produce of his Jagheer to be given clear of all charges. In order how- 
ever to ascertain the amount as accurately as possible, the Resident was re- 
quested to transmit a statement formed upon the same principle and exhi- 
bitmg only the actual payments of the Raja, instead of the average amount. 

Id the account stated as the foundation of the settlement with the 
Raja, the Board observed that a provision was made for him and his de- 
pendants in Jagheers and salary to the amount of Rs. 9,02,741-15. This far 
exceeded the sum which could now be appropriated to the same purpose as 
above stated. Possibly however some part of the dependants meant to be 
provided for in the above allowance of 9,02,741-15 might be paid from the 
Sttdder chaigBs of collections. At all events the inequality was considerable. 

Of the nature of the Raja's expenses, the Board could not judge. 
His station not only required an ample supply for conveniences, but also 
for his dignity, and something should be left, after these were provided, for 
the accumulation of a fund for such exigencies as he must be liable to. The 
Board desired to have the Resident's opinion, formed upon the best estimate 
he could make, of the Raja's actual expenses, without calling upon him for 
the particulars, whether the fund of 4,80,744-12-6, according to the calcula- 
tion here stated, afiForded a suflScient supply for his convenience and dignity, 
and what surplus would remain for accumulation. The Board also wished to 
know whether the style of his expenses might in general be deemed extra- 
vagant or less than what is suitable to his rank and situation. 

• With respect to the settlement of the year 1196, the amount of it 
being 42,85,360, clear of all charges of collections and allowing for the re- 
dactions, was certainly sufficient fund for providing the Government revenue, 
admitting even the average deficiency in the collections of the three pro- 
ceeding years, estimated at 2,20,000 Rs. to take place. How far the truth 
mght exceed or fall short of this estimate, the Board would be the better en- 
abled to judge, when they received an account of the collections of the year 
D 
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and would then decide upon the propriety of affording the Raja relief. In 
tibe meantime the Board did not wish that he should be urged to the pay- 
ment of any sums for the discharge of which he must deduct from the amount 
of the fund for his own personal expenses. 

It did not appear from what available resources the Elaja could dis- 
charge the balances of 1191-92 and 1193 amounting in the aggregate to 
3,1 4,655-2. The demand for those should be suspended and the Board trust- 
ed that the Court of Directors would, upon consideration, be ultimately in- 
duced to reUnquish them. 

In the estimate of the Rajah's expenses, the charges of the three 
newly established Courts of Justice had not been taken into consideration, 
as it had been determined by the Board Chat, until the end of 1196, they 
shall be carried to the Company's debit After that period, or when the 
resources of the Raja were improved by the operation of the intended regu- 
lations, the Board would consider the propriety of charging him with establish- 
ments formed for the advantage of his Zemindaree and administration. 
The Board hoped therefore that taking those charges upon Government 
would be esteemed by the Raja sua proof of their moderation. 

Adverting to the other parts of the Resident's address explanatory of 
the measures which he had already adopted for the regulation of the countiy 
at large, and those proposed for the future ; the Board observed that it was 
certainly a great disappointment to them to find the Raja so incapable of 
comprehending the propriety and necessity of a total reform and of carrying 
it into execution. The object was however of too great importance to be 
sacrificed to considerations of delicacy, and it was a real satisfaction to them 
that under such circumstances of embarrassment they could avail them- 
selves of the Resident*s zeal, abilities and temper for the promotion of it 
If th& security of the inhabitants and prosperity of the province could be 
made to depend upon the operation of permanent regulations, the Raja 
himself would benefit by the effect, and be convinced perhaps of the pro- 
priety of continuing the system. The Board did not therefore hesitate up- 
on making the experiment, being convinced that, if it should be practicable, 
the Resident's exertions would ensure its success. The disorders which 
now prevailed were too many and too serious to be disregairded. If the 
continuance of them was permitted^, the consequences must be highly pre- 
judical to the Company's interests in Benares, and tEe Raja would be him- 
self involved in that distress which it was wished to anticipate and 
guard against 
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The Resident was therefore authorized to take upon himself tbe en-^ 
tire conduct and formation of the new settlement of 1196, availing him* 
self of the Raja's interposition no further than he might think proper. 
Tbe Board did not mean hy this to renounce the original principle of 
tbe instructions communicated to him for the restoration of the Raja to the 
fullest possible exercise of the functions of his station. On the contrary 
tbe Board considered it as a leading principle in Government's political 
connections with the Raja, which they should ever be happy to revert to, 
when he was capable of acting himself. But they so far agreed to suspend 
tbe operation of it in the arrangements for 1196, which were to become the 
basis of a permanent and regular system, as to leave the adoption of it 
to the Resident's discretion. As far as the Raja could be usefully employed, 
either for the execution of this system or for his own instruction, or with a 
view to the preservation of his consequence, the Board did not wish him 
to be excluded from a share in the executive management, but it was left to 
the Resident to form his own judgment upon these points and to carry in- 
to effect his arrangements with or without the Raja's interference, as might 
be thought most proper and conducive to the proposed object, — that of the 
public good. 

The instructions, communicated to the Raja by the Resident under 
date the 25th June last, had the entire approbation of the Board, not only 
as relating to the past, but as a foundation for a future system of regularity. 
This approval extended also to the principle and form of the Pottah which 
was directed to be issued, as it appeared essentially requisite for the success of 
tbe revenues and the security of those who discharged them. The Board were 
well aware of the difficulty of carrying into execution Regulations of this 
nature, but they could never despair of success, whilst this task rested with 
tbe Resident The reasons assigned by him for engaging that the Govern- 
ment should be answerable for the expenses of the Ameens employed were 
founded on propriety, and they could not hesitate a moment to authorizQ 
bim to carry those expenses to the public accounts. This circumstance they 
trusted would have some weight in convincing the Raja that Government 
was more anxious for the prosperity of his country than solicitious in pro- 
viding for the charges incurred in promoting this object by means which 
would have retarded or defeated the end. On the same principle the 
Board approved the advance of Tuccavee made by the Resident 

The idea of considering the Canoongoe office as hereditary, notwith- 
standing it might have originated in the Imperial grants, decided at once 
that these people were to be pensioners to the state rather than its servants, 
^d if the principle were once confirmed by authority, little benefit would 
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ever ensue from the office or from the services of those persons employed 
in it. The Board approved therefore the Resident's rejection of the idea, 
as well as his intention to reform and re-establish the Canoongoes by issu- 
ing new Sunnuds to them. In the selection of the persons to be employed, 
the Resident would admit the plea of inheritance so far only as to give ad- 
mission and even a preference to such as were duly qualified to perform 
the functions of the office, and it was believed that the ancient Govern- 
ment never admitted this principle further than that continuance in office 
must depend upon their good behaviour and due discharge of their aUot- 
ted duties. The least objectionable mode of paying them was that pro- 
posed by the Resident of issuing their salaries immediately from himself. 
Hereafter their pay might in the same manner be defrayed by the Raja, 
but this was open to future consideration, and at all events they ought to 
be released from any dependance upon the Amils over whom they stood 
as the natural and constitutional checks. 

The administration of justice in regard to the collection of the re- 
venues and the Raja's Moolky Adaulut was a matter of great importance 
and appeared to be essentially necessary for the full establishment of all 
the other parts of the proposed reform. The Board approved the institu- 
tion of a Court of revenue jurisdiction under Regulations which the Resi- 
dent had proposed. 

The refractory spirit of the Zemindars in some parts of Benares 
was an evil which would in time yield to the prudence and firmness which 
the Resident had adopted for the suppression of it. The trial of delinquents, 
opposing the authority of Government, in the Foujdaree Courts, from its 
regularity and formality, would contribute more to check this evil than 
the summary arid arbitrary infliction of punishment practised heretofore 
by the Zemindars and Amils of Benares. This mode should therefore be 
resorted to on all occasions, and whenever a proprietor of a mud or other 
fort was convicted of resistance or rebellioo, it should be made a rule to 
destroy it, for which purpose the assistance of the Troops of the Govern- 
ment would be given as often as it might be necessary. 

With respect to the superior Zemindars or Jagheerdars, particular- 
ly Ousan Sing and Beneeram Pundit, the Board desired to make them ac- 
quainted that any attempt to resort to arms for terminating their own dis- 
putes would be considered as a breach of the public peace, punishable by 
the confiscation of their Jagheers, which they held by the indulgence of this 
Government 

The Board were sensible that the measures which had now been 
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authorized could not be agreeable to the Raja, although his real interests 
were consulted in them. If in the formation of the new settlement, in 
consequence of the abolition of the taxes, or with a view to the future 
improvement of the country, it should be necessary to allow remissions 
in the present rate of assessment, the Resident was authorized to grant 
them, and in this case the Board would be ready to make such allowances 
to the Raja for the diminution of his resources as might be just and fair. 
This assurance the Resident might make to him if the necessity which the 
Board bad suggested should afford him any room for the plea. They had 
no objection to entering into any leases for a term of years with the Raja's 
consent, whenever the revenues were suflSciently ascertained ; in any other 
circumstances, the period should, they thought, be limited to the end of 
1196 F. S. 

In conclusion the Board expressed their greatest approbation at the 
clear and satisfactory account which the Resident had afforded them of the 
revenues and state of Benares, and they applauded the zeal that suggested 
and the assiduity employed in endeavouring to restore the country to order 
and regularity. 

The Resident thought fit here to record that, in view to the 
ensuing settlement and his address to the Governor 

Rttddent'fl Proceedings, General in Council on the subject under date the 
dated 7th October 1788. ^ 

12th ultimo, be sent for the Raja and informed him u 

that the system of the new Pottahs having taken place at the Resident's 

instance^ it was now necessary' to fix the Revenue of each Pergunnah upon 

the footing of those Pottahs according to their actually ascertained ability, 

so as, on the whole, to afford the means of levying 

Besident sends for the , i.i - n i. , 

Raj4 and informs him that the revenue payable to (iovernment on as equal 

w;afrr*.j:S^''^d.7hU a^^ ««y t«™« »« PO^^iWe to aU the inhabitants of 
(Eeddent's) direct orders. the Zemindaree in general ; and that it was in- 
cumbent on the Resident to see this plan carried into full effect and to 
evince to the Raja that it does and will admit of his future payment of the 
present Jumma to Government. These considerations, and the degree 
of responsibility he thus stood under, rendered it necessary for him to see 
the present year's settlement made under his own inspection, as far as regards 
the choice of the new renters, but still that he would not desire the ap- 
pointment of any man who should prove disagreeable to the Raja, nor fix 
on any renter without obtaining the Raja's previous assent, and that he would 
also be ready to receive the Raja's recommendations in favor of any appoint- 
ments he might wish to make, and that all these appointments should issue, as 
last year, under the sole seal of the Raja, and that, finally, when the new set- 
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tlament shall have been made and funds for the revenue ascertained, the 
Resident would have the pleasure of restoring the management to the Raja, 
as before, with the confidence that no further material difBculties could be 
experienced, 

The Raja in reply declared that the plan above suggested was 

what he entirely and sincerely approved of, and 

* •'* readily came into and saw the expediency of, and 

that he would conform to it with entire cordiality. 

The following notification relative to the manner in which the 
ensuing settlement for 1196 was to be made was then issued throughout 
the country addressed separately to the Canoongoes of each Pergunnah and 
the Amils of the districts ;— 

Whereas in view to the happiness of the Zemindars and Ryots a STstem 

of new Pottahs bad been ordered to take place from the beginning of 1196 on 

the footing or rates of the Fuslee year 1187, and where- 

Notification in ref^renoe as for the purpose of completing the settlement and 
to Bettlement to be made. -.,,t^ ,, .,. ^ , 

nxmg the Revenue to be paid m a true and proper 

manner, according to the said Pottahs, it is necessary that the state of this year's 
cultivation and the ability of each Pergunnah be ascertained by measurement, so 
as that the Jnmma or rental to be paid by every Pergunnah be fixed according 
to the actual ability of each, to the end that hereafter, exolusive of the fair 
ability of the Country, the Ryots may not be overburdened ; and whereas to 
attain this object it will this year become necessary that the abovementioned 
Bettlement and ascertainment of the Rental to be payable by each Mehal be 
fixed after ascertaining the quantity and kinds of the crops, — which enquiry will 
take up a month or two, — and it being necessary that during this interval, (which 
is solely occasioned from a wish to promote the general prosperity by fixing a 
fair and proper settlement), no loss' be suffered by the Honorable Company, and 
that to this end the ** Kists" or instalments of " Kooar" and ** Kartiok" be re- 
gularly and punctually realized and received at the Sudder,— You are therefore 
to explain these particulars to all the Zemindars and Ryots, and you are to cause 
the Amils to collect in the proportion of one and a quarter anna for the month 
of " Kooar^' and one and a quarter anna for " Kartiok'*, on the Jumraa for the 
last year (1195, Fuslee,) until the settlement be finally fixed, that the Amils 
may pay their ** Kists" with punctuality ; and whatever the Ryots pay in this 
manner to the Amils shall be credited to them according to their receipts and 
vouchers in the sum total of their payments on account of the settlement for 
1196, which will be fixed according to the Regulations for the new Pottahs, and 
you are to encourage and satisfy the Ryots that those Regulations (called the 
Uookumnamah) are permanent and will remain so. 
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^ . , , The two following EiBtbuiidees for the Amili 

Residents Proceedings, - , ^/. „ , , 

dated 13th December 1788. 'o^ ^l^^ Fuslee were proposed. 



1st Kistbundee. 


Kooar, 


1 


anna, 


Kartiok, 


1 


» 


Aughuii) 


H 


99 


POOB, 


H 


J> 


Magh, 


2 


annas, 


Fagoon, 


2 


» 


Cheyt, 


2 


M 


Bjsakh, 


2 


» 


Jeth, 


2 


it 


Abset, 


1 


9i 



5 annas 



11 annas. 



Total, 16 annas. 



2nd Kuihundee, 






Kooar, 


1 


ani 


Kartriok, 


1 




Aughun, 


u 




Poos, 


n 




Magh, 


H 




FagooD, 


ij 




Cheyt, 


2 




Bysakh, 


n 




Jeth, 


n 




Assar, 


1 





Total, 16 annas. 



The Canoongoes delivering it as their general opinion that the 2nd 
of the above proposed Kistbundees was the best 

of Wn"irfiiid' ^*^"''"* *°^ ^^'^ ^ °^^^ ^^'y coll«5ted on, it was 
ordered to be adopted as the general rule, with such 
exceptions as might be necessaiy in particular Pergunnahs ; provided, and 
it being always understood, that the whole rental of the Amils, and from 
all and each of the districts was to be paid up in 10 months, that is, by 
the end of Assar, so as to leave Sawun and Bhadon without any Kist. 
Nor could this apparent anticipation of the Public revenue be any hardship 
on the Amils or ryots, since, although for some years past the Amil's Kist- 
bundees have extended to the end of Bhadon or throughout the twelve months 
of the year, yet their Kistbundees with the Ryots in the Mofussil never 
exceeded nine months, closing with the end of Jeth, though, on pretext of 
collecting their balances, they have of late years been accustomed to 
continue their collecting authority upon the ryots to the end of the 12th 
month; thus in fact maintaining it over the country all the year round, 
which could not but have proved a very great impediment to each year, 
and might therefore in a considerable degree account for the late decrease of 
the cultivation. In Assar, Sawun and Bhadon the ryots should, as far as 
possible, be left at entire liberty to attend to the ploughing and culture of 
tiieir lands, and to have only that important object to occupy them, without 
being distracted by the requisitions of their tax gatherers. 

Having assigned these reasons for the alteration in the Kistbun- 
dees, it was next observed by the Resident that as the Qovemor General 
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in Council bad abolished all the aayer Inland duties, (excepting only that 
upon distilleries), the Resident had therefore de- 

ment all the separate articles annexed of late year's 
to the general settlement of the mal or land revenue, such as Nuzzurana, 
whether Cutcherry or Khangee, and Burhayee (that is the Raja's or Govern- 
ment's half thereof), as also the two Rusooma or fees called Dewaree and 
Waka Negaree, and all other fees or dues whatever, leaving only one gen- 
eral denomination of Revenue called the mal, or public land revenue, in 
which all the others, above enumerated, are to be comprehended and absorb- 
ed. This was ordered with a view to simplify the public accounts as well as 
to forward the views of Government in precluding and abolishing, as far as 
may be, every opening left for corrupt and irregular practices either on the 
part of the pre3ent or of future Rajas and Residents of this remote Pro- 
vince. In short the plan of the present year's settlement was to assess on 
each pergunnah under the single head of mal, the revenue, which, by the 
Canoongoe's Dovls, or reports of the ability of each or all the districts, 
shall respectively appear able to afford, after deducting the usual deyhek or 
10 percent, on the gross produce for the Amil's charges of collection and 
profits, and allowing for the Canoongoes Nankar, and the half of the old 
Burhayee, which the Amils will, (except such of them as chose to pay 
their revenue in cash), have still to pay to the bankers, who delivered in the 
dakhillas for their respective kists. 

After these introductory observations, the general form and provi- 
sions of the kubooleeut, or Amil's engagement for the current year, was re- 
corded, from which it would appear that the regulations of the 25th of June 
last (which had been approved and confirmed by the Governor General in 
Council), and the Pottahs issued to the Ryots in accordance to he same, 
were declared to be the basis of the present year's settlement and coUec- 
tions. 



.....Farmer of the Pergunnah of. 
.in the Sircar of 



Whereas I have agreed to farm the Pergunnah of in 

oonBideration or at the Bental of Rupees as 

the fixed Jumma or revenue for the whole year of 1196 Fuslee, which sum I have 
freely and voluntarily agreed to pay as the full and complete rental on aU 
accounts acoordmg to the Doul fiundobust, or particulars of the Revenue pro- 
duce, delivered in by the Canoongoes, after deducting the charge of the Pergun- 
nah and the Maafj and Mujray and the Canoongoe's Nankar ifeo., I do therefore 
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now stipulate and give in writing, that keeping the Ryots and wholo community 
pleased and contented with my laudable management, I will, with honesty and 
fidelity, truly and fiwthfully collect the Revenue of Government, exclusive of the 
Mujray (articles of deduction) and the Eishnarpun (free Lands to Brahmins), 
and the Maafy and Mamooly, (Lands held free under various descriptions), and 

the Kbarjeejummah, (free lands so called), according 
^^^^orm o Amil s engige- ^^ ^j^^ established form and practice ; and that having 

thus realized it, I will pay it Kist by Kist,. or by the 
regular Instalments to the Sircar or Government, so as to have paid up my whole 
Revenue by the end of Assar ; and I shall in no respect make undue demands 
on the Ryots. And whereas, by order of the Resident, at the commencement 
of this year's cultivation, Ameens have gone into every Pergunnah and given 
Pottahs in conformity to the Hookumnamah, or Regulations of the 25th of June 
1788. 1 do agree to adhere and to act according to the said Hookumnamah in 
regard to the Pottahs given in conformity thereto to the Ryots ; and I will, on 
the footing thereof, collect the Revenue from them, up to the end of the Kist of 
the month aforesaid, and in case of there being such places where the Ameens of 
the Sircar shall not have given Pottahs, or where they may have issued them 
contrary to the provisions and terms laid down in the Regulations ; in such in- 
stances, I shall, after advising Government, carry on the Collections according to 
the meaning and tenor of the Hookumnamah or Regulations aforesaid. And as 
the new Abwabs, which have been laid on since the Fuslee year 1187, have been 
excused from the presence, I do stipulate not to recollect the same, nor the half 
Bnriiay paid to the bankers for the DakhiUas, or payment-s of Revenue to the 
Treasury, as I have obtained a deduction of the last mentioned article in the 
Doul of my settlements. And whereas the form of the new Pottah, as inserted 
in the body of the Regulations and which comprehends the substance of them, ' 
is endorsed on this Cabooleeut, if ever I deviate from the sense and tenor of the 
Hookumnamah or of the Pottah in question, both which are to the same pur- 
port, or, if, in contradiction thereto, I demand any Abwab from the Ryots, or 
make use, in ascertaining the extent of the cultivation, of any other Nal or mea- 
suring Rod than the Nal or Rod specified in the said Pottah, I shall be criminal 
in the sight of Government, and shall, without plea or objection, pay, in that 
case, whatever fine Government may impose upon me. That Revenue, which by 
the Pottah and Hookumnamah is permitted and appointed, I am to collect, and 
none other, and I shall so exert myself that the marks of cultivation in the said 
Pergunnah may appear greater than in former times. I agree also to maintain 
the Canoongoe's registry, as appointed by the Huzoor or Presence, to keep the 
check or comparative accounts of my own registry, both in the Mofussil and at 
the Sndder, and in no respect am I to keep concealed from the Canoongoe's 
Registry the smallest article. I am also to deliver to the Canoongoes the 
accounts of the particulars of the lands, village by village, and specify the extent, 
the cultivation and assessment, and . the waste and woody and watery parts 
thereof and the watercourses therein. 
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And as from the beginning of 1195 Fuslee all the Sayerjat, or Duties, 
and those levied on Merchants and travellers, have been abolished and prohibited 
by order of the Governor General in Council, I do therefore give in writing that 
on the said accounts I am not to collect the least iota within mj bounds, nor 
admit of any such being collected, and should the same be proved, I am to pay 
a fine of three times the amount. 

I am not to harbour or admit of thieves or robbers living within my 
boundaries, and should they any where appear, I am to apprehend and deliver 
them up to Government, and if, (which God forbid), the goods of any one be 
stolen or plundered, I am to discover the thieves with the stolen or robbed goods 
and deliver up the thieves or robbers for punishment to the presence. In case 
I shall be unable to discover the thief or robber and the goods, I shall consider 
it as incumbent on me to be answerable for the latter and pay the amount there- 
of accordingly without objection. 

Should any domestic or internal feud or disputes arise amoi^ the Zemin- 
dars within my boundaries, or that any one should kill another, or that robbery, 
night murder, or theft should happen, I shall send such disturber of the peace, 
thief, robber or murderer (as the case may be), to the presence with a soo- 
ruthal, or state of the circumstances, under the seal of the Cazee and 
signature of the Canoongoes, and give immediate notice of any such event, that 
the merits of the case may be tried in the Moolky Fouzdary Adawlut, or Provin- 
£ial Criminal Court for the Division of Benares. 

Form of the Doul annexed to the Cabooleeut. 

Gross Produce of (for instance) the Pergunnah 

of Sbadeeabad, 

Dbduotions. 

Dehyek or 10 per cent, for Charges 
Form of Estimate. and Profit, Rs., ... 
Nankar of the Canoongoes, 
Maafy and Mujray and Choot, 
Half of Burhay, 

Kemains Gourshahy Rs., 

KiSTBUNDEB. 

First, from Kooar to Fagoon, or Khureef 
harvest 



Ra, 




79,634 8 6 


7,963 7 

1,470 11 

8,691 4 

607 12 



9 
6 
3 


13,633 3 6 



66,001 



>nth' the Ist 


" Kooar," Rs., ., 


.. 4,126 








Do., 2nd 


"Kartick," 


.. 4,125 








Do. 3rd 


"Aughun,"... 


,.. 6,187 


8 





Do. 4th 


"Poos," ... 


... 6,187 


8 





Do. 6th 


"Magh," ... 


,.. 6,187 


8 





Do. 6th 


" Fagoon," ... 


... 6,187 


8 






83,000 
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Brought forward, 33,000 

Secondly, from Chet to Assar, or the 

Bubbee harvest, 

Month the 7th "Chet," Rs., 
Do. 8th " Bysakh,'* ... 
Do. 9th "Jeyt," ... 
Do. 10th "Aasar," ... 



8,250 
10,312 8 
10,312 8 

4,126 


33,001 
66,001 


Total, 



The Besident, foreseeing that it miglit be impossible to make up the 
Company's 40 lacs, on account of the heavy defal- 
dfttod^MS^Doc^S^^fS' ^^^^^ ^f revenue that must on the whole occur 
in the current year's settlement, thought it incum- 
bent on him to make every possible retrenchment in the charges of collec- 
tion, so as to secure as much as possible the realizable revenue for Govern- 
ment. With this view a letter was written to the Raja of Benares to the 
eflfect that, as by reason of the present decayed state of many Pergunnahs, 
occasioned through the severity of the collections in 
the^5;^3 t^.*lT. fo™«>^ ye*r«. a"d the deficiency in the rains of the 

regarding the measures eon- present, which last circumstance had rendered the 
tcBipUted. 

cultivation in may places of no avail, the assess- 
ment of the current year on the country must, in regard to the cultivation 
and salvation of the Country, be proportionally less than in other years ; 
and that under such circumstances it was incumbent on the Raja's attach- 
ment and fidelity to reduce some part of the ex{)ense8 of the Sudder 
Cutcherry, or chargee defrayed from the surplus collections at Benares, 
and as in the Resident's opinion there was great room foe reduction in his 
Establishment, he was directed to keep for his retinue 10 Horsemen and 60 
Peons and 40 Hurkaras in the establishment of his Sudder Cutcherry, and 
that from half of the month of Poos, he was to charge according to this 
scale. 

In reply to this the Raja observed that there had been in former years 
excessive exactions in sundry places, but that in 
ProJ^ngs dated SlstDe- the year 1195, in all places wherever such came 
cember 1788. ^ light, he had exerted himself, in accordance to 

Resident's instructions, and put them down, in consequence of which a 
heavy balance had accrued, yet that he paid up the revenue ; but that on 
account of the want of rain the crop had certainly in sundry places been 
injured. That had his advice been asked on this head, he would have re- 
presented whatever appeared most advantageous for the Qovemment and 
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the country. In regard to the Sebundy mentioned by the Resident, the 
Raja stated that since the beginning of the Fuslee year, the sum of 4000 
Rs. monthly was fixed for the Establishment of the Sudder Cutcherry, 
and, with a view to the advantage of Government, he paid out of this fund 
the allowances to the OflScers of the Adawlut, and he remarked that the 
Horsemen and Peons and Hurkaras ordered by the Resident were not ne- 
cessary for his retinue, but were appointed for carrying on the business of 
Government. Whatever was necessary for discharging the public business 
he kept and the rest he dismissed. 

On this the Resident remarked with respect to the consequences of 
excessive exactions on the country, that they were 

Resident to the Raja. Pro- . ., i /• i i i 

eeedings, Slat December but too Visible from the decayed state of many of 

178S 

the Pergunnahs, and that the heavy defalcations 
that had taken place in the revenue of many of the districts was to be attri- 
buted principally to the last year's exactions, and he intimated, in regard 
to the Raja's signifying that if his advice had been asked he could have given 
a salutary one, that it was not too late for him to give his advice, as none of 
the settlements had yet been irrevocably fixed. The Resident requested there- 
fore that the Raja would favor him with his opinion as to the best means 
of providing for the joint object of securing the good of the country and 
the advantage of the revenue, with an assurance that his suggestions would 
be duly attended to and considered. 

In reply, the Raja represented that four months had elapsed of the 
current year and five or six months of the season 

Raja to the Resident. Pro- - „ . ... 

ceedings, dated 3rd January for collections was remaining : that as the Amils 
^^^^* were already deputed to the Pergunnahs, few of the 

Dowls could have been given by the Canoongoes without the advice of the 
Amils, and he intimated that it would have been better if the Govern- 
ment officers had collected all the Dowls together and made up an united 
or reconciled state thereof, so that the good and evil of the whole might 
have been known to the Resident at first, and then been proceeded on. He 
also suggested that if leases for 3 and 5 years were granted to respectable 
Amils, the profit of Government and the cultivation of the country might 
certainly then daily increase. 

The Resident wrote to the Raja an answer to the eflTect, that the 

lateness of the present year's settlement, and 
ReudenttoiheRaja. Pro- ••/•am 

oeedings dated 3rd January the nomination of Amils to the pergunnahs 

• before the rental was fixed, was with a view to 

afford time to every pergunnah, as nearly as might be according to 
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the ability of each, and to avoid the error of last year in over assessing 
sundry pergunnahs, and thereby creating a fallacious rental, impossible 
to be ever realized, and destructive besides, in the vain attempts to- 
wards it, to the future funds of the country, which, (as was evident to every 
man in the Zemindaree) had been rapidly sinking both during the last and 
for several preceding years, so that, had there not been a change in the present 
year, the Raja would soon have had but little revenue to collect. In re- 
gard to supposed collusion between the Amils and Canoongoes, the Re- 
sident remarked that it had been guarded against as much as possible, 1st 
by the accounts of the past years and by the Raja's own collections in the 
last, and 2ndly, by the oaths of the Canoongoes, where the apparent defi- 
ciences were the greatest and where there were grounds of suspicion. 
With reference to the Raja's observation that all the Dowls should have 
been collected and made up into one account before they had been proceeded 
on; the Resident stated that this would have been very proper, where it was 
meant to keep up the former fallacious and unrealizable Mofussil Jumma, 
at all events in the accounts, but was not essential where the determi- 
nation was to afford the necessary relief to each pergunnah separately. 
That besides this, there was this further objection, that the settlement could 
not in that case have been completed till the 4th or 5th kist, and the Raja 
would judge whether he could have collected even one instalment from the 
Amils upon the credit of his future settlement, from which he would be 
able to perceive whether all that was in this respect practicable and neces- 
sary had been done or not. The Resident was glad to find that the Raja 
approved a settlement for a term of years with the more respectable Amils 
as it had been the Resident's intention for some time past to have proposed 
such a scheme. Finally the Resident remarked that, in whatever light the 
Bajah might view the present measures, their sole and intrinsic object 
was the welfare of his country, which he ought certainly to consider in every 
sense as his own dearest and best interest, and set all temporary considera- 
tion of convenience or inconvenience at nought in comparison to the same. 

The Resident taking into his consideration in connection with the 
new regulations the particular and extraordinary 
tJ^tti^jli^^M^sSf'^ propensity which several of the Brahmin tribes of 
Benares and the adjoining pergunnahs had of 
lacerating and wounding themselves on occasions of personal disgust, and 
of letting, in some instances^ their passions, or ideas of policy, so far get the 
better of their reason and religion^ as either to put themselves to death on 
slight occasions, or, which was more frequently the case, get their relations, 
particularly the old females of their family, to destroy themselves for their 
sakes, (all which was well known to have frequently happened in this coun- 
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try from time immemorial and of which two in- 

Measures for checking ^ i j i . i j • xl j* • • j- 

certain irregular practices Stances had lately oocuiTed m the adjoining dis- 
arnoDg Brahmin... ^ricts of Kuntit and Bhudohee ;) and being extreme- 

ly desirous if possible to prevent, or, as far as might be, to discourage this 
propensity, the Resident thought it proper to issue a notification announc- 
ing certain penalties against this nefarious practice as had been done by 
the former Residents from time to time : — 

Whereas for the ease and happiness of all the Ryots and community in 
general, certain Regulations have issued fixing the 
terms of the Pottahs to be issued for the Revenue in 
conformity to the rates of the Fuslee year 1187, and the Ameens having in con- 
formity thereto given Pottahs throughout the country : — It is therefore now in- 
cumbent on all A mils. Zemindars, Ryots and Cultivators to adhere to all the said 
Pottahs issued in conformity to the aforesaid Hookumnamah or Regulations, and 
in case of any Pottahs having been issued contrary to the said Hookumnamah, or 
in oases where no Pottahs have been at all issued, Pottahs are after advising the 
Resident, to be in such instances now issued in conformity to the Hookumnamah 
through the Canoongoes and under the AmiFs signature, by which the collections 
are to be made according to the usually established Kistbundee or instalments 
in use for eveiy separate Pergunnah. 

It is moreover incumbent on all the Brahmins and in general on all the 
other inhabitants of Benares, that, considering the Hookumnamah or Regulations 
in question as essential and the basis on which they are to proceed and be 
guided, they do in conformity thereto pay the amount of the Revenue justly due 
from them without objections, evasion or deceit ; and as by the said Regulations, 
the taking of the Revenue in kind and Agere Betay are prohibited, no person is 
to raise objections against this nor to refuse or to use deceit in respect to the 
successive payments due on account of the Eunkoot or estimate and valuation 
made of half the natural produce ; or otherwise such person shall be deemed 
culpable by the Huzoor (Presence.) 

And further if any person on any account whatsoever, either in respect to 
the Revenue or any other cause shall, without complaining or seeking redress 
from the Huzoor, wickedly swallow poison, or wound his or her person, or set fire 
to his or her house, such instances shall, on ascertainment of the same, be deemed 
culpable at the Huzoor, and such person's goods and property shall be seques- 
tered by Govenment, and the party so offending, shall, if surviving be expelled 
the Honorable Company's dominions, and if dead, his funeral rites shall not 
be performed ; and on the other hand, if any Amil shall commit any oppression or 
injustice upon any person contrary to the RegalatioDS aforesaid, or in case <^ any 
persons suffering injury of whatever nature, let all such persons repair to the 
Presence where they may rest assured of obtaining justice. And as the present 
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Magistrate or ruler is ever ready and desirous to hear complaints of all that 
choose to prefer any, and to redress those persons that are aggrieved, it is 
equally just and necessary that those, who from folly wander so widely from the 
path of rectitude as to render themselves criminal in the sight of Almighty God 
by rash attempts on their own persons, should experience also that punishment 
in this world which their temerity deserves. 

The following is a Translation of the general 
reflreD^lTthe^iLve""^"^ Purwannah to the Anciils accompanying the above 
Publication. 

Whereas for the purpose of mahitaining and keeping up the regulations, 
and with a view to the currency of your business, the enclosed publication has 
been issued under date the 17th of January 1789, relative to the payment of the 
Revenues, the suppression of all violent attempts that tnay be made on their 
persons by the people, and other similar acts of wickedness, which is to be made 
public and proclaimed in yours and throughout every Pergunnah. — It is neces- 
sary that you cause the tenor and purport thereof to be fully explained in every 
village within your Amilship to the Ryots thereof and to cause copies thereof 
under the Cazee*s seal to be pasted up on the doors of every Cutcherry in the 
Persian and Hindee languages. 

But in the execution of the requisitions therein notified you are to act 
with much caution to preserve and maintain the Regulations of the 25th of June, 
and, at the same time, in regard to taking the revenue in money from those Brah- 
mins who may formerly have been used to pay in kind in the mode of Agoree 
^tay, you are to obtain their consent to the money-payment before you actually 
exact it ; to the end that the evil name of causing the death of a Brahmib, or 
of having induced a Brahmin to wound himself may not fall upon you. 
Whereof in case where there may be such obstinate Brahmins who will not 
agree to any other mode of paying their revenue except in kind, you may 
for this year, take grain instead of money, (which will, considering the dearness 
of grain prove no loss to you f«)r this season), agreeing however to accept thereof 
in such few cases where it may be necessary in each Pergimnah as if you did so 
unknown to Government ; and there is no doubt but these Brahmins will in a 
short time come into the plan of paying in money, as it is incumbent on you to 
exert yourself to procure their assent to. Exclusive of the above article, you have 
no authority of any kind whatsoever to pass over or deviate from any part or clause 
m the Hookumnamah, or regulations aforesaid, under date the 25th June 1788. 

The Clause in the above orders relative to the caution to be obser- 
ved in causing certain of the Brahmins to pay their revenue in grain in- 
stead of cash was founded on some intimations the Resident had lately 
received that some few of that tribe object to this part of the Regulations 
as set forth in the above Circular Order to the Amils, who have in conse- 
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quence in some cases desisted from their demands on such Brahmins, so 
that no accident had hitherto been occasioned thereby, and it was from his 
earnest desire to avoid and prevent any, that the Resident had consented 
thiis far to qualify that particular clause in the general Regulations of 
June last. 

The Resident issued a perwannah to the Amils of all those dis- 
tricts which were only rented for one year, in- 

ted^mt Fib^^^n ^' ^^^"^*'"S ^^^^ ^^ ^^^^ measures for encouraging the 

sugar-cane plantation and otherwise exerting their 

utmost eCForts for the promotion of the next year's cultivation, and they 

were assured that the approbation of Government 
Amils warned to increase , , . . , . . 

the cultivation. and their own permanence m their respective situa- 

tions depended on their exertions on the present occasion. 

On the representation of the Canoongoes of Pergunnah Dhoos re- 
lative to the cultivation of the fallow or waste 

should be issued for the waste lands with reference 
Tenna on which fallow ^^^ [^ proportion to the number of years such land 

or waste lands were to be . . 

given. had remained waste in the following manner : — 

In the year 1197 Fualee, 1st. Lands that have been waste for two 
and three years, 8 annas per beegah. 

2ud. Lands waste for more than 3 years, 6 annas per heegah. 

In the year 1198. 1st Lands that paid 8 annas as above> to pay 
12 annas. 

2nd. Lands that paid 6 annas, 9 annas. 

In the year 1199. 1st. From 12 annas to 1 rupee 2 annas. 

2nd. From 9 annas to 14 annas. 

After the 3rd year, all such lands were to pay according to the 
Bybundee or ready money rates of 1187, and such of the said lands as 
M'ere not in cultivation in 1187 Fuslee, or which may have been assessed 
in that year by kunkoot according to the produce, such lands shall either 
pay after the third year according to the Rybundee or ready money rates 
of the lands in the vicinity, or by kunkoot. 

The Canoongoes stated that on the grounds of the above Pervxm- 
TixUis, 5000 bcegahs would be brought into cultivation for the revenue of 
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the ensuing year 1197, and as much more the year following, there being 
in all about 10,000 beegaha of waste lands in Dhoos. 

The Resident, having fixed the rates of valuation on the grain pro- 
. duce at the average of the 5 months from Kooar 
dttod itSi February 17^ ^ Maugk inclusive, of the khureef harvest, was of 
opinion that he might have done some injury to 
several ryots, especially in consideration of the dearth which had pre- 
vailed to a certain extent, particularly during the latter end of the 
five months, because those ryots who, to pay the revenue of their first or 
earlier Idsts of Kooar, KarUck and Aughun at the market price of those 
months, would be charged, in the average DurkhtOteea or rates of valua- 
tion for the revenue of such early sold produce, with part of the price it 
bore during the subsequent and dearest months, when their grain might 
not have been sold ; and although having thus taken the average prices 
of the aforesaid five months as the standard valuation might not un- 
duly aflfect the generality or more substantial part of the lyots, who, it 
might be supposed, had had some grain or part of their produce to dispose 
of during each of the five months in question, yet it might fall heavy on 
the poorer class of the ryots, whose cultivation not being so extensive 
their sales might therefore have been confined to one month. 

From these considerations and with reference also to the clause of 
the Emulations of the 26th of June last, which declared that the prices 
or valuation of the rates of the khureef harvest shall be fixed according 

Meumr«8 adoDied to ^^ ^^^ ^^^ Selling prices, it Was now determined 

▼ent^^^y to cultivators that an attested copy of the weekly grain produce, as 
in oertaia oues. furnished by the Canoongoes of each pergunnab, be 

sent to the Amils of all the districts, with the exception of the seven to whom 
the average rates have been ahready transmitted, with instructions to re- 
gulate the kunkoot valuation of the natural produce of those who pay 
their revenue upon that footing, in conformity to the actual price of such 
grain, or other natural produce exhibited in the Canoongoe's statement 
at the several periods of the ryot's successive payments towards the full 
hquidation of all the Revenue due from them for the khureef harvest 
and in cases where balances were still due by the ryots on that account 
such balances shall be collected according to the Price Current or valuation 
of the grain as it existed in the month of MagL 

Besides the above valuation, the Zabitcmah or established due of 
the Amil beyond his exact or equal proportion of the produce, was to 
be superadded according to the report of the Canoongoes and in strict 
conformity to the regulations above referred to. But in r^ard to the se- 

£ 
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yen pergtmnahs^ to which the average *rates had ahready been transmitted, 
no Zahitomah would be allowed to the Amils on the colleetioas of the 
khureef harvest, which would, it was compftteft, nearly compensate by the 
surplus arising from the average on which the valuation had been fixed in 
the said few Pergnnnahs, and tlierefore unless the ryots complained and 
solicited an alteration it was not meant to revoke the DuriAtrftees which 
had been forwarded to those seven places. 

On a represen^tation from the Amil of Jeunpere relative to the cul- 
tivation of waerte lands, it was directed that who- 
^ateSnsSf aiar^T?^"*^ ^^^^ ^^^^ cttltivate Jungbooree or Bunjur latid 
at their own expense, shall hold the same free for 
9 years, and at the beginning ef the 4th, an estimate shall be made of 
of the proper Jumma assessable thereon over and 
Un^ J^m^re!"* ^^ ^^^^ ^^^ Huk^Zemindaree, whatever that may be 
fi^ed at^ which two charges, vi*., the Government 
Tevemie and^ennndaree due, shall be fixed as Istumraree or nnchangeabl^, 
in favour of fbe original Cultivator, and remain with him in all time to 
come, en condition of good behaviour and being r^ular in his payments ; 
but where in the beginning of the 4th year, the said land shall not appear 
to be brought to proper cultivation, then, for one or two years teoger, a 
emaller or larger rate of revenue shall be taken from the occupant, to allow 
him time to bring the said tand into a forward and full state of cultivatiou 
<(» as to render it fit to have a permanent Jumma assessed on it. But if at 
the end of the 5th and beginning of the 6th year such cultivation shall still 
remaaa incomplete, then tke said land, in the state it shall be at the time, 
shall be resumed from Buch negligent cultivator as a punishment for his 
remissness and given to some other person. 

The Resident now wrote to Government stating that he had hitherto 
deferred acknowledging receipt of the orders of 
Gt^'tl^^tuSrSSS the 3rd October last, in the view of having at the 
26th April 1789. samQ time in his power to report the progress 

made in the execution of those instructions, which being the object of his 
present address, he should first, in continuation of the subject of that of 
the 12th of September last^ state, as desired in Government Orders, how the 
collections of the late year, 1195 Fuslee, were 

• ^r*to t^t^'o^^^ ^^^^^ *^^ ^^^ amount of the Hon'ble Company's 

rtriew ot his fi«fiott» pro- rental realized or made itp y after which it was 
^^^^^^^' meant to submit the measorea whicik the Kesident 

had adopted with regard to the present year's settlement of the districts 
comprising the Zemindaree of Benares, aad to conclude with replies to sucb 
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of the Board's queries^ contained in ihd Icstiter of the 3ni October, is might 
not hive been answered or explained in the preceding obserrfttions. 

The apparent sufficiency of the funds established by the Raja's 
settlement of 1195 Fuslee to the amount of lis. 42,83,360-1 1-3, (a» stated 
in the address of the 12th of September last), for the payment of 
the Goveniment rental, (admitting the usual deficiencies or balances to 
take place at the end of the year,) was, the Resident remarked, certainly 
well founded ; suppo^g that assesstnecit to hav^ been imposed on th6 
country with a due consideration to its ability. But that this was by no means 
the case, the Raja, whose work it was, had had the most mortifying expe- 
rience of, and its consequences to the country had of course proved, (as 
must be the operation of all overcharged settlements,) the proportional 
diminution of its future funds. Of this settlement having been more 
than the country could bear, there had been the fullest proof from 
the Raja'a inability to realize it, notwithstanding his greatest exertions, 
supported by all the aid the Resident could afford him^ and was cor- 
roborated by the grounds of consideration afforded in the Resident's letter 
of the 12th of September, and particularly by the 6th column of the 2nd 
account^ therein inserted, of the Rajahs gtoss oollectiood from the Zemin- 
daree, which bad in no year» since his accession to the Raj amatmted to the 
sum thus laid upon it by him, and which, indeed, aeoording to the five yearV 
average there eatculated^ amounted only to Ra 40,71 ,983-2-&. Had the 
Baja, therefore^ possessed and referred to any regular accounl^ of the formeu 
je&r'B ReTenue, and had had solely in view to establish such a rental od 
the country as should be realizable and consistent with its future prospe- 
rity, he wonld not have assessed thereon above two lacs of i-upees beyond 
its avenge ability, in the decayed state of many of its Pergunnahs,. which 
was cert^nly at the time well known to him. But setting out on a new 
career, he did not probably wish to incur any ostensiUe ground of discre- 
dit, ^dep^ident of any views of personal interest which he may be sup- 
posed to have entertained,) from extending the necessary relief to his coun^ 
try, and unfortunately the recentness of the Resident's entrance into hia 
piresent office, and the intent of the new system, which wajs to try the 
Raja's own knowledge and management, combined to prevent the Seei* 
dent's effectual interference to lessen the getieral Jumma, which (as had 
since fully appeared) the Raja bad re<K)urse to every artificial comhmaLr 
tion to raise to its gteaiiest possible height, the common effects of which 
in general were that rather less was collected than might be realised upon 
a more moderate and equitable assessmuent ; the colleetionsi amounting ta 
theundcMrnientioiied sum total in Rupees of sorts (of whieh ako the Mai of 
the SetUement was composed) and ooasisting ofthefoUoiriAg partkmlai^ ;-^ 
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Isi, Amount realized in Cash at the Raja's 

Treasury on aocount of the ** Mai and Nuzerana," ... 33,09,540 15 
2nd Further amount of ditto realized but 

again disbursed in the Mofussil, 81»566 5 9 

3rd. Realized on account of Bhuray, 34,360 11 6 

4th. Ditto ditto Russoom Ehezana, ... 23,148 7 9 

5th. Ditto ditto other Abwab, 104 

Total amount of Mal^ Nuzerana and Abwab realized, 34,48,720 8 

6th. Realized on account of some villages kept 
apart as a Fund for the old balances and not included 
in the Settlement, 10,940 5 



Total realized of the Land Revenue, ... 34,69,660 13 
7th. Amount of Customs realized, 3,92,996 10 9 



Total of Current realized Funds for the 
Revenue and charges of collection, 38,62,657 7 9 

If to the above total of thirty-eight lacs fifty-two thousand 
six hundred and fifty-seven Rupees, seven annas and nine pie, (being all 
the realized Funds for the Revenue and Charges of 1195) be added the 
sum of 79,967-5-0, on account of reductions made in the Sayer or Custom's 
Department in 1195, (as per account thereof transmitted on the 1st of May 
1788), the aggregate would amount to 39,32,624-12-9, making 1,39,309-6-0 
below the calculated average for future years' resources, exhibited in the 
Resident's address before mentioned, a considerable part of which might be 
ascribed to the misappropriations of the Revenue by Eulb Aii Beg, from 
the necessities that had previously accumulated on him, as already in some 
d^pree noticed in the Resident's former address. The aggregate collec- 
tions of 1195, as realized by the Raja, reached nevertheless within 8,000 
Rs. of those of the Fuslee year 1191, without any allowance being taken 
for the Custom House reductions, and must of course be, on the whole, 
deemed in fairness to exceed the latter by above 70,000 Rs. Inclusive of 
those reductions the realized revenue of 1195 was only 41,421 Rs. 10 
annas and 3 pies, short of the collections from the countiy in 1193, as 
would be seen by the already mentioned 6th column of the account above 
quoted ; firom the aggregate or gross total of which there was to be de- 
ducted, 1st the sum of Rs. 40,000, being an aid which the Raja paid that 
year firom his Jagheers or private means, and 10,000 Rs. taken from the 
revenue of the proceeding year 1194 to make up the deficiency of the 
rental ; for although in the 9th Column of the 2nd statement inserted in 
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the Reflident's letter of the 12th of September, there appeared a surplus for 
that and all the other years but one, (which really would have existed, had 
no more than the r^ular establishment of the Sudder Cutcherry, as therein 
stated, been provided for,) yet (as will be hereafter further noticed) little or 
no part of such surpluses were admitted by the Raja to have ever reached 
hiB private coffers. 

But to return for the present to the more immediate business 
of the Collections of last year. If on further investigation of the causes of 
this defalcation in the Government Revenue of 1195 Fuslee, recourse be 
had to the accounts of the real ability and funds, or the means existing in the 
country for that year, to realize the Sudder rental from, the Resident found 
at that time greater cause to believe that the assessment laid by the Raja 
on the lands of his Zemindaree was both overrated and the lands themselves 
in a rapid state of decline, for the proof and particulars of which the Resi«* 
dent referred to the MoAissil Jumma Wasil Bakee account delivered by the 
Canoongoes of the Rental Collections and balances for 1195, of which the 
following were the principal results :— 

Total amount of Mai or Funds. 

For the land Rental of Benares up to the year 
1194 Fuslee, as stated and inserted in the Resident's 
address of the 12th of September 1788, exclusive of the 
Tttibmr' Jumma amounting to Rs. 18,518-0-3 therein 
mentioned, Rs. 45,66,988 2 

Deduct further Tukrar Jumma ascertained, by 
the more minute detail entered into on the occasion of 
the formation of the current year's Settlement, to exist 
m the Ca^^oongoe's accounts from some of those officers 
including in their statements, and delivering in the Ren- 
tals of parts of each other's Districts, to the Canoongoe- 
ship of which they lay respectively counter claims, with 
a view to the proportional increase of their several offici- 
al emoluments and influence, 94,17112 



Real Mofussil Jumma or Funds for 1194, ... 44,72,816 6 0. 

Defalcation of Revenue Funds from 1194, to 1195, 
as stated in the said Canoongoe's papers, 4,35,002 6 3 

Increase of dittoin the same period, 90,674 12 6 
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Brotight forvmxl, 34,48,720 8 .0 
Deduct the differeoce between tbe 
two preceediDg sums, being the real de- 
falcation from 1194 to 1195 Fuslee, ac- 
cording to the Canoongoe's accounts, 3,44,327 9 9 



Reduced Mai Funds for 1195, 41,28,488 12 3 

Add deficiiSDcies or articles short stated in the 
forcaer accounts of tb^ Cauoongoes and 
since ascertained, , 25,701 9 9 

Articles altogether omittod by them 
viz^^ the Chuuam or Lime Farm and a 
few other articles as particularized in 
the account already quoted, 57,607 9 6 83,309 3 3 

Result Mai Funds for 1195 Fusloe, 42,11,797 15 6 

Add amount of Abwab for 1195 Fuslee, viz., 
positive Abwab or collections under that head, ... 1,35,598 11 6 

43,47,396 11 

Add negative amount, being deductions made 
from Ryot's payments^ .»• ... ... 46,654 13 S 

Total gross Revenue Funds for the Fuslee year 
1195, exclusive of the above Tukrar Jurama, 43,94,051 8 3 

This being the Jumma or Mofussil Rental, the same account, (which 
was of course made out on the credit of the Canoongoe's statements,) 
showed the A mil's collections, or the sum realized thereon from the coun- 
try, to have been 40,10,790-0-6, being 4,93,482-8-9 less than the collec- 
tions of 1194 ; in estimating the causes for wbich great allowance was to 
be made for the increase of prejudice always occasioned by the endeavours 
that must be used to realize an over-assessed settlement, on wbicb the col- 
lections were, the Resident believed, invariably found to be less than would 
be actually produced by a lower and more equitable assessment. 

Nor were the above stated collections all real, as in truth the 
sum of the above specified Tytkrar Jumtna of Rs. 94,171-12-0 composed 
part of the total of 49,10,790-6-6, stated as the gross oollectioos: being 
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thus inserted by the Canoongoes in their accounts to balance their previous 
and similar insertion of the fallacious part of the Jumma to the same 
amount For the reasons above explained, these-few erroneous or double 
entries, amounting altogether to the aggragate of Be. 94,171-12*0; have in 
like manner existed in the Canoongoe*s accounts ever since thea: re-esta- 
blishment in 1784, and did conseqpiently make^ part of the* scries of their 
Mofussil accounts before transmitted, but it was so far fortunate, that, bj 
their having left out (as above explained) some other articles, (the aggregate 
of which came within 10,000, Rs. of their said undue ampUftcation-,) the 
former Mofussil part of the accounts remained thereby still accurate enough, 
as far as regarded, the general results, (which rendered them principally use* 
fnl, without affecting, even in the details, but a very few of the Mehals, to 
which their said amplifications and omissions were confined). In future, 
the annual accounts of the Canoongoes would beginning from that of 1196, 
be kept conformable to their now amended state, with the exclusion, as far 
as could possibly be prevented, of every artificial eatry. 

As to the causes of the great Mofussil defalcation from 1194 to> 
1195 Fuslee, supposing the accounts of the Qtnoongoes to be on the 
whole a true criterion for estimating it by, (in which light they mighty the 
Besident believed, be generally considered), it must be in some degree^ im« 
puted to the known state of gradual decay under which many parts of the 
country had long laboured, a situation that must no doubt have reached 
sooner or later to a crisis. This was, (as the Resident had a^*eady iatimat* 
ed to Qovemment in his address of the 12th of September) probably in a 
very considerable degree accelerated, by the Raja's extraordinary, and ia 
some degree criminal, inattention to the cultivation in the month of Agaar 
1194, on which, (more especially in the then state of the country and Ryots,, 
harassed and disheartened by the constant mutation of rapacious farmers), 
depended the produce of the crop to be reaped in 1195. In justice to the- 
Raja, and to afford him an opportunity of explaining his conduct on the point 
in question, the Resident would only here observe that the Raja did not 
ajqpear to him to have exculpated himself from the neglect or refusal to 
promote that important measure at the proper and critical season of the 
year, as set forth both in Mr. Treves' and Sbuoker Pundit's written deela- 
lations. At all events there was nothing more evident and certain thajk 
that, by reason of the jealousies then operating in the Raja's mind against 
the acting Naib, the public interest was, with regard to this important 
article of that year's cultivation, entirely sacrificed. 

A farther proof of the decline of the country and of the con* 
sequent impending loss to the Raja and to Government was the former's 
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total inability, in 1195, to let part of the District, to the amount altoge- 
ther of 4,13,075-2-0, from whioh alone there had been in 1195 a loss or de- 
falcation of upwards of a Lao of Rupees, according to the accounts received 
from the Raja of the collections mado therein Amomy by his officers. 

Nor was the aforesaid decrease of Mofussil Funds, as stated in 
the Canoongoe's accoiints to have existed in 1195 as compared wiih 
1194, (however large it might seem,) so great as to induce the beUef 
of its erroneousness, or of its being a Statement made up for the purpose ; 
because their former accounts transmitted with the Resident's address 
of the 12th of September 1788 showed not only that the local rental' 
of Benares was liable to very great fluctuations in its Pergunnab proportions, 
but also that, in 1193 Fuslee, the defalcation from the preceeding year 
amounted to 3,72,332-3-9, whilst the increase of that year was only Rupees 
86,452-8^3, and the comparative ei^cess (when compared with the above 
and other year's increases and decreases) in the defalcation of the Mofussil 
Funds for 1195, might, the Resident thought, be with propriety, and a suf- 
ficient degree of certainty, ascribed to the progressive decline of the coun- 
try, accelerated by the aforestated neglect of the cultivation at the proper 
season in the latter end of 1194 ; the united effects of all which misfor- 
tunes and mismanagement, combining with the high and inadequate assess- 
ment laid upon the country by the Raja in 1195, and the consequent 
strictness and even, in some oases, severity with whioh he or his Amils were ' 
obliged to carry on the collections throughout that year, had well nigh 
proved the foundation of a serious loss to the Company's rental for that 
year, besides tending greatly to the prejudice of resources for the fqture Re* 
venue. 

But^ before the Resident entered further on that part of the sub- 
ject, it was necessary to state how the deficiencies of 1195 were provid- 
ed for, and the accounts thereof closed. 

The collections, as the Resident had already stated, amounted 
on all accounts in Rupees of sorts, viz, Sicoas, Churahahees and Teraooleeat 
as per general account of Receipts and Disbursements for that year, 
to Rs. 38,52,657-7-9. Deducting BaMa (to reduce the said sum into Sicca) 
Rs. 43,898-3-6, there remained. Sicca, Rs., 38,08,759 4 3 

Add some further articles of Receipts, as parti- 
cularized in the aforesaid General Account of Receipts 
and Disbursements under the head of Sev/ayee or extra-, 
ordinaries, •.. •,. ••• .«. 6,620 8 

Total realized Revenue Funds for 1195. Sicca Rupees, 38,15,379 12 3 
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Brought f<mmrd, 3a»15,379 12 3 
This sum was not adequate to the 
Government Nett demand on the Raja 
for the current year's Kevenue, which^ af- 
ter all the usual and other deductions 
amounted, as per the account above no- 
ticed, to Rs., 38,51,732 7 9 

Add the half-yearly instalments 
for the old balances payable and paid in 
April 1788, 60,000 



Total of Government demand, Rs., 39,01,732 7 9 



Deficiency, 86,352 11 6 

Add, Cliarges of the Sudder Cutcherry or for the 
management and collections always paid and provided 
for from the B&al or Public Revenue, per particulars in 
the aforesaid accounts, 1,19,309 6 6 

Total Deficiency Sicca Rupees, 2,05,662 2 



To supply the funds indispensably required to make up this 
heavy deficiency the Raja always professed his readiness to agree to any 
expedient the Resident could suggest, and had repeatedly fully admitted 
and acknowledged his responsibility for the amount ; but how to devise the 
Ways and Means was a subject of considerable difficulty, and yet, as the 
Resident had long plainly perceived, if he did not interfere, and that even 
very e«umestly, the Government must suffer this very heavy loss. The 
Resident therefore, after many discussions with the Raja, was able to fix on, 
and afterwards to realize, the following aids, within the time required, for 
the Government purposes : — > 

1st Collected or raised on account of last year's 
balances and of a small residue of those of 1191, as 
per particulars in the General Account, 10,475 3 

2nd. Recovered from the Shroffs in the man- 
ner mentioned in the Resident's address to the Gover* 
nor General in Council of the 27th of September 1788, 14,464 7 3 



Total of Revenue recovered, 24,935 10 3 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



7i * MEASURES CONNECTED WITH THE 

Brouf^t forward, 24,935 10 5 

3rd. Approfk-iated by the Raja 
on account of a sum recovered by him 
from Lalla Cashmeery Mull on a suit or 
claim which he preferred to the Resi- 
dent against that Banker, relative to a 
joint and private concern they had in 
partnership in some Firms in 1193 
Fuslee, 10,559 10 6 

4th. Advanced by the Raja 
through Futteh Chund, Banker, on an 
Assignment upon the Jagheer Revenue of 
the Pergunnah of Khera Mungrore,... 85,000 



Total received from the Raja, ... 95,559 10 6 



Aggregate of the above, Sicca Rupees, 1,20,495 4 9 

Advanced to the Raja by Sheo Lall Dobey of 
Benares on account of the arrears due from Kulb Ali 
under certain conditions, 85,000 



2,05,495 4 9 
Anticipation on the Revenues of 1196 Fuslee, ... 166 13 3 

Total of ways and means, equalizing the 
deficiency, 2,05,662 2 

On the above ways and means, the Resident submited the following 
remarks : — 

1st. Out of the first article the sum of Rupees 9,000 was paid 
in at Resident's instance by the house of Monohur Dass, on the 
surety of the Raja's transferring to the said Banker his mortgage 
on a house in Benares, which mortgage had been granted to the Raja by 
the owner, Lalla Seetul Pershad, as a security for his balances of Revenue 
incurred to the Raja in 1194. The value of this mortgage had not yet been 
realized and, as the Deeds thereof were only lodged with the Banker as a 
collateral security till the Raja should pay him in cash by the sale of the 
premises, this remained yet to be effected, and the Resident's word conse- 
quently stood engaged to the Bankers, to save them from loss on the loan, 
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but he bad reason to thiak that this account would very shortly be liqui- 
dated without much more trouble or any loss to either the Raja or the 
Banker. 

2Dd. The manner in which these Rs. 14,464j-7-3, were realized to 
Government had been already reported and been approved by the Board. 

3ri The Raja had no objection to pay the Rs. 10,559-10-6, men- 
tioned under this article to Government, and as it was derived from an im- 
proper revenue concern which he ought not to have entered into, and as, at 
all events, he was fully answerable for the amount of his settlement (of the 
collections on which he hftd during 1195, the full management), the Resi- 
dent tiMKight it in all respects reasonable to avail himself of this fund for 
the advantage of the Public Revenue. 

4th. As to the advance made by the Raja of 85,000 Rs. on an 
assignment on his Jagheer Pergunnah of Khera Mungrore, he never 
made any material objection to the Resident's demand on him to that 
effect, and the transactions had passed before the Resident's receipt of 
Governor General's commaods of the 23rd of October last, wherein it was 
signified that the Board " do not wish the Resident to urge him (the 
Raja) to the payment of any sums for the discharge of which he must 
deduct from the amount of the fund for his own personal expenses." 
Had this intimation reached the Resident before he realized the 85,000 
Rupees in question, it would most probably have altogether prevented 
it, but the Resident owned he should have desisted from the demand with 
some degree of reluctance^ because he thought it was in every respect 
afiaironeon the Raja, for two reasons. First: His entire responsibility 
ibr the amount of the Settlement of 1195, the failure in which to such a 
degree might in some shape be ascribed to his want of prudence sxtd energy 
in the management, and Secondly : Because the Pergunnahs of Khera 
and liungrore were granted to him in Jagheer in 1784 or 1192 Fuslee, 
and then only alienated from the Public Revenue Funds of the country 
in his favour, (long after the conclusion of the Mukurery or permament 
Settlement with him in the year 1189,) upon the express condition, 
as noticed in Mr. Basting's lett^ on that subject written from Benares 
in October 1784;, that "those districts should be equally answerable 
for the payment oi his stipulated revenue as before ;" and as the real 
Jumma thereof amounted to 84^000 Rs. per annum, nothing, or, 
M most, only One thousand Rupees, was in this instance taken from the 
Raja beyond what Government had a right to. And to show the local 
public sense as to how this msUter stood it might be again here noticed that 
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tbe Raja, having a deficiency in the Public Revenue to the amount of 
50.000 Rs. to make up in 1193 Fuslee, appeared to have paid 40,000 there^ 
of, as from, or on account of Khera Mungrore,. of which he had only effected 
the real alienation about a month or two before Mr. Fowke's reorganisation, 
or about the end of Kartick 1193, although Mr. Easting's conditional Sua- 
nud was granted a twelve month before that period. 

5th. The particulars relative to the sum advanced by Sheolal 
Dobeh would be seen at length on reference to the Resident's Proceedings 
of the 11th of September last. This person (Sheolal Dobeh) had acted 
as Kulb Ali Khan's Banker during most of the year in question, and 
being acquainted with his collections from that part of the said Khan's 
Farms that lie near Jpunpore, he accompanied Mr. Neave, when that 
Oentleman was deputed, as mentioned in the Resident's address of the 
12th of September, to realize the balances of those districts, during which, 
and after his return, Mr. Neave made -the most flattering report of the 
said Dobeh's exertions in the business of the collections, as well as of 
the earnest desire he entertained of recommending himself to Govern- 
ment. All these circumstances led to the subsequent negociations with 
that Banker, and ended in his agreeing to advance to the Raja, on account 
of the Qovemment Rental, the sum of 85,000 Rupees, thus far to supply 
the deficiency left in the year's Revenue by Kulb Ali Beg's failure, and up- 
on the conditions specified in his (Sheolal Dobeh's) questions to the Raja 
and the Raja's superscriptions by way of answer thereto, the whole authen- 
ticated by the Resident's Official Signature to testify that the translation had 
his approbation and sanction, without which Sheolal Dobeh would not have 
advanced any thing to the Raja. The conditions he thus stipulated for, were, 
in substance, that two Pergunnahs or Districts, viz,y Jounpore and the 
Pergunnah of Bhoilee, were to remain with Kulb Ali Beg as their renter, 
(Sheo Lall continuing, in like manner, the Banker and Cashier), on a moder- 
ate settlement, till such time as the surplus of the collections (after paying 
the Qovernment Revenue) shall have reimbursed Sheolal Dobeh his Principal 
and Interest, which (as was calculated) might thus be easily effected in two 
or three years, by the help, more especially, of what he might have realiz* 
ed from Kulb Ali personally ; it being naturally supposed that the latter 
would exert himself to raise some part of the aggregate, which his Banker 
had thus engaged for, as he thereby regained his liberty and obtained in 
some degree the means of retrieving, as far as possible, bis character and for- 
tune in life. The Resident believed that Kulb Ali did accordingly raise a 
small amount of the 85,000 Rs. in question ; but the far greater propor- 
tion of it was advanced by Sheolal Dobeh, who had since become himself the 
Farmer of the Mehals in question in the manner that will be related in 
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that part of the detail of the settlement for 1 196 to the recital of which 
the Resident now proceeded. 

On this very important part of the subject of the present ad- 
dress^ the Resident referred for full information to his daily proceedingSi 
and only now recapitulated the principal heads therein detailed. 

The collections on the settlement of 1195 were closed about the begin- 
ning of October, and on the 7th of that month, before the Resident received 
the Qovemor General's commands of the 3rd, he communicated to the Raja 
that, in. consequence of the system that had been introduced by the new 
Pottahs, issued in the proceeding months of July and August, it became 
essentially necessary for the^ Resident to take a principal part in the for- 
mation of the ensuing settlement for 1196, as well to ensure the obser- 
vance of those pottahs as to find funds for the Gtovemment Revenue, 
which the Raja had previously intimated some doubts of the Resident's 
being able to raise on the foundation of the new Regulations. Of this 
however, the Resident confessed, he had entertained little or no doubt at 
the time of this last conversation with the Raja, nor for sometime after, 
although the failure in the Khureef crops from the drought did then begin 
to threaten a serious diminution of the natural resources of the country, 
which, in the sequel, sustained thereby a much greater diminution than the 
Resident had reason to reckon upon, when he first intimated the probabili- 
ty of this calamity in his letter of the 12th September 1788. But however 
great the loss might prove, and however unfavourable the season might 
thence become for attempting a reform, neither that, nor the relief neces- 
sary to be afforded to the Country, did thence become the less requisite, but, 
evidently, the more so. The Resident therefore determined to persevere ; 
in the consolatory reflection, that whatever possible discredit might, with the 
unthinking part of the public appear to attach to his making a low settle- 
ment^ yet the Governor General would do him justice ; and the consequ- 
ences on the country would hereafter su£Sciently plead the Resident's apo* 
logy. And as the Raja declared his most ready and even cheerful concur- 
rence in the abovementioned propositions, the Resident determined to pro- 
ceed, having at the same time signified to him that when the settlement was 
concluded, and some of the causes of his last year's fedlure thereby obviated, 
he would with pleasure restore to him the management 

A few days after this explanation, viz., on the 10th of October, 
the Governor General's letter of the 3rd, arrived, vesting in the Resident 
discretional authority to make the settlement^ and to employ the Raja 
therein no further than he might judge advisable and salutary. 
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At first the Resident's design was, in order to strike at the 
root of the evils of an enhanced or unequal assessment, not to fix it till 
the extent of the cultivation of 1196, and the accuracy of the Canoongoe's 
several statements thereof, should have been ascertained by the actual 
measurement that took place annually as a matter of course throughout a 
considerable part of this country, and by which the Ryot's pajrments were 
regulated. By assessing upon the ascertained cultivation the revenue rates 
of 1187, (according to the plan mentioned in letter of the 12th of Septem- 
ber) this would, he imagined, have formed a complete and satisfactory 
settlement, founded on the real ability of the country ; and, as two months 
of the year must necessarily elapse before this operation could take place, 
the Amils and Bankers agreed to pay the Kista of those two months on 
account, and the Farmers were authorized to collect, for that purpose, a 
proportion of 2J annas during the entire period of those two months, on 
the last year's assessments. And that no impediment might intervene to 
the regular payment of the Revenue of Government for those two months, 
the Shroffs obtained from the Resident a written assurance, that he 
would cause the Amils fairly to liquidate their accounts with them for this 
first part of the year ; which writing had since been returned and cancel- 
led in consequence of the engagement on the Resident's part having been 
performed. 

But, upon further consideration, the Resident found that the 
scheme of a general mensuration previous to the settlement would be inw* 
practicable from the length of time it would take tip ; besides that» in £iact, 
as the annual resources of the country depended on two distinct harvests, 
the KhureefeiXid the Muhbee, it would have been necessary to wait till the 
latter was advanced, or rather to have bad two measurements to stamp on 
the operation all the certainty the Resident vras desirous of; which sup- 
posed certainty might after all have proved delusive and fallacious from 
the duj^city and deceit that might be expected to be used in its progress 
by the natives. These united considerations induced the Resident to give 
up the original design of a previous measurement, and determine on ma- 
king the settlement by the next surest criterion, viz,, the Canoongoe's re- 
ports and estimates of the state of the actual produce compared with. 
their former accounts, and corroborated by the Resident's own judgment^ 
aided by that of the most experienced native officers, and tried, in some 
instances, by the examinations on oath of the Canoongoes in those pergun- 
nabs where the apparent defalcation ot the funds was the most alarming. 

Previous to and as the basis of the settlement of each per- 
gunnah, the Resident had before him its Jumma and Abwab (or rental and 
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snbsidiaiy taxes) for 1]87 Fuslee, (the year according to which fh« future 
rates payable by the Ryots were ta be settled), and the same accounts for 
1195, or the latest assessment ; thus including and exhibiting the Funcb 
of the two extreme years to be compared with the Daul ot estimate of 
those for the present as delivered in by the Canoongoes. From which Datd, 
Ist, the Dehyek, or 10 per cent, to the Amil for his profits and the charges 
of Mofussil management, — 2ndly, the head of Maafy and Mujray (being 
certain articles of usual deduction and remission), — Srdly, the amount of 
the Cwifioongot'a Na/nkar or allowances in the lands assigned to them in 
each Pergunnah, and 4thly and lastly, the half of the former Bhuray iyiz.^ 
the moiety thereof paid by the Amila to the Bankers,) being severally 
deducted, the residue or remaining part of the gross funds as contained 
in the Canoongoe's estimate or Douly (each of which DouU, with the 
above stated deductions from them, were entered in the proceedings), con- 
stituted the sum to be paid by the Amils to Government, as had been the 
general rule of the settlement. 

As only half the former Bhuray had been thus allowed as a deduc- 
tion to the Renters, this led the Resident to mention, that in the beginnin*^ 
of the settlement he thought it best, for the reasons assigned under date 
the 13th of December 1788, entirely to abolish the several articles of 
Nuzerana, Government's Bhuray and all other Russooms whatsoever on 
the settlement ; to which this proved no cause of diminution, since the 
assessment of revenue on the country was founded on the gross produce 
without the deduction of those articles, which must have taken place in like 
manner with the half of the Bhuray, still payable to the Bankers, had they 
been nominally retained in the settlement. Their abolition was therefore 
merely nominal or unattended with any real loss, and the Resident had in 
view from it, as well the simplification of the accounts (rf Government, as 
the preclusion and abolition of every opening that might be lefk to irr^u- 
lar practices, for which, it was almost needless for the Resident hereto 
notice, the Nuzerana and Government's share of the Bhuray, together 
with the Russoom Khazana &c., (being all, except the Bhuray, novelties 
or raUier excrescences, introduced on this settlement since the expulsion 
of Cheyt Sing) had already afforded too much cause. The Resident there- 
fore trusted that the Governor General would approve of his having, with 
at least the best intentions, taken this opportunity, as far as lay in his power, 
to obviate their recurrence. There remained now only one denomination of 
Land Revenue at Benares viz^ the Mai, and the Resident thought there 
Aever should be another allowed. 

A monopoly of the trade in the Suijee produced in the Zemin- 
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daree Baving, for these two or three years past^ been let in farm tinder 
the Raja's authority to the detriment of the trade in cloth manufactures, 
and without producing any adequate consideration to revenue, as the 
Jumma thereof for last year amounted only to Bs. 3,000, the Resident 
took the opportunity of the present yeai^s settlement altogether to abolish 
it, and to declare the trade free and open to all adventurers. 

The Eistbundee of the Amils, or the instalments by which 
they were to pay their Revenue, became the next object of the Resident's 
attention. In the Mofussil as far as r^ards the collections made from the 
Ryots the period never extended beyond the month of Jeyth, or the ninth 
month of the year, which was wisely concerted with a view to leave the Ryots 
at liberty from the commencement of the next month, Asaar, to carry on 
their ploughing and cultivation for the ensuing year beginning three months 
afterwards, or from the 1st of Agsm, so that during those three intermediate 
months there should, strictly speaking, be no collections in the MofussiL 
The Resident was informed that during Bulwunt Sing's time this mode was 
observed, and that the Sudder Eistbundee or the Amil's payments to his 
Treasury extended only to ten months, or to the end of Aaaar, (being one 
month beyond that of the Mofussil), but in Cheyt Sing's time this strict- 
ness, in regard to the period of the Sudder Eistbundee, began to relax, and, 
since his expulsion, it had been completely set aside by allowing all the 
annual renters' Eistbundees to run to the end of Bhadoon, the last month 
of the twelve, and their authority and exactions in the Mofussil, on plea 
of their outstanding balances, to operate during the three months allot- 
ted to the cultivation, to which cause alone might be very principally 
ascribed a great part of the diminution in the cultivation of the country. 
To obviate this evil, the Resident determined on restricting the Sudder and 
Mofussil Eistbundees to their former period, fixing the latter in the propor- 
tion of Eight annas, or one moiety of the rental, on the Ehureef, and the 
other on the Rubbee Harvest 

On the general terms aforeswd the formation of the settlement 
was proceeded with from the 13th of December 1788 till the end of the 
month, and a new form of Cabooleeut (of which a translation stood record- 
ed in the proceedings) was fixed to be taken thereon from all the Amils. In 
this the Doul of the Canoongoes and the deductions made therefrom, and 
the forms of the new Pottahs to the Ryots, as issued in Assar proceeding, 
being inserted, the Amils agreed to consider all these as essential and funda- 
mental conditions of their settlement ; to demand no Abwab from the Ryots 
established since 1187, nor for the Canoongoe's allowances, nor the Banker's 
half of the Bhuray, (both which were deducted in the Doul). The usual 
clauses against collecting Inland Duties and for being answerable for rob- 
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berries within their respective limits, were added and a similar form of the 
engagement for under-leases was recorded. 

Thus the settlement gradually advanced, the funds and ability of 
eadi Pergunnah being separately considered and determined on. In some 
instances something more, (from the necessity of aiding the Government 
Revenue, and the idea that the Canoongoe's statements might not al- 
ways be perfectly full and correct), was fixed as the rent, even on the 
annual settlements, over and above what the Canoongoe's accounts shewed 
funds for, and there were but very few instances where an3rthing less had 
been taken than their Douls gave room to hope could be realized with 
safety to the country. 

The Resident was in two instances prevented from taking the amount 
that would be payable according to the Canoongoe^s Doul, in consequence of 
the holders possessing and exhibiting Istumraree Sunnuds issued in their 
favor by Mr. Fowke and the Raja. In these cases, all the Resident thought 
himself authorized to do, was to prepare an account of the loss thus sus- 
tained by Government, and to take an agreement from the parties to pay 
the full Jumma should Government disapprove of the grants. The differ- 
ence between what was now paid under these Istumraree Sunnuds, and the 
proper rental, was about Rs. 13,000, and from the correspondence with the 
Raja on this subject and his own views of it, he thought that the determi- 
nation on the resumption should be left open, till he should have laid before 
the Board a general report on all Sunnuds of this nature, which ho propos- 
ed to prepare and submit by or before the end of the Fuslee year. 

Finding that a few villagers had been very improperly and recently 
alienated from the Revenue by the Farmers of Jounpore without the sanc- 
tion of the Raja or of Government, the Resident had resumed them to the 
amount of Rs. 1,044-12-6. 

The Resident intended also to have availed himself of about 
4000 Rs. of Jumma unduly alienated by the Raja in Jagheer in the Per- 
gunnah of Dhoos, and in a farm called Hurhooa, to his favourite Duleep Sing ; 
but the Resident found him so averse thereto, and he urged that the re- 
sumption would so affect his credit, that he relinquished this resource, 
which might have been appropriated in favor of Government. 

However small in their amount, these were felt by the Resident 
as sacrifices of some moment, and he yielded to them with reluctance 
in proportion as the progress of the settlement exposed to view the inabi- 
lity of the 'country, reduced by the causes already described and the tem- 

F 
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porary calamity of the drought, to bear the Government rental. The 

principal defalcation turned out to exist in the large pergunnahs of Zehoo- 

rabad and Puchotur, Kuntit and Secunderpoor, and the causes thereof, as 

ascertained on the oaths of the Canoongoes, were assigned to be a series of 

former years' mismanagement, the consequent neglect of the cultivation, 

and the calamity arising from the present year's drought. 

Upon this* alarming appearance, the Resident thought it his 
duty to retrench, as far as possible, all the charges on the Mai or Fund for 
the public Revenue, that as much of it as possible might be realized into 
the public Treasury, He therefore wrote to the Raja to reduce some part 
of the unnecessary train of horse and foot servants kept up by bim 
on plea of being useful in the collections, whereas in fact they were 
scarcely ever employed in that capacity. This application appeared to hurt 
the Raja, and in his answer he indulged himself in some remarks on the 
settlement, to which the Resident replied, and as the whole stood recorded 
the Resident left the merits of the question to the judgment of those who 
might peruse the correspondence. 

The Raja's temporary ill humour did not however cause the Resident 
to desist from his purpose, being perfectly sensibly that his claim was equally 
founded in justice and expediency, and he only regretted that he had not 
enforced it from the beginning of the year by which a saving, (which was 
in fact so much gain of revenue), would have ensued of Bs. 21,504, whereas 
from the Resident not being, till about the beginning of the present English 
year, aware of the necessity, and from the Raja's delaying for a month after 
the Resident's requisition, to carry it into effect, it would only amount for 
the current year 1196, to Rs. 13,533.-0-0. In fact, did the Raja know and 
pursue his true interest, he ought to be thankful to the Resident for thus 
relieving him from a useless burthen ; and although the saving this year 
would go to make up the Government rental, yet, if the Raja chose to main- 
tain it, it would in future years prove to him so much clear and additional 
gain. 

In this stage of the business of the settlement, having at length 
procured the major part of the Canoongoe's statements, the Resident pre- 
pared a general estimate in two forms, of what their total amount might 
turn out, — 1st, On the footing of leases for one year only, and 2nd, on a 
calculation or estimate of what the farmers of many of the reduced districts 
might be induced to agree to as a surplus, even on the present year's Jum- 
ma, in consideration of their farms being let to them for the certain period 
of five years upon an increasing Jumma. 
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The result of this rough estimate was, that by letting all the 
PergUDoahs on leases of one year, only 35,28,633. 13-0 would be obtained, 
and that by fixing five year's leases for such of them as were most decayed, 
36,01,863-14-6 might, perhaps, be procured, from which the rental might, 
by a gradual annual increase on these Mehals thus let for five years, be 
raised in the fifth and last to above 38,00,000, which was as high as Govern- 
ment ought, perhaps, ever to wish to raise or maintain the Mofussil rental 
of this country. 

Upon the most mature consideration of the project, it appeared 
to the Resident proper to be adopted on every account, as well for the 
present advantage as for the future benefit of the country, for it was cer- 
tain that pergunnahs, once reduced and impoverished, could never improve 
or be effectually restored under the operation of annual settlements, in 
which the inhabitants were liable to constant changes of interior manage- 
ment, and to all the rapacity incident to the insecurity of annual tenures. 
Having also sanction for this measure in the letter of the 3rd October, 
provided the Raja gave his assent, and the Raja having himself advised 
the measure in the correspondence on the settlement, the Resident pro- 
ceeded therefore to negociate with some of the more substantial Amils, 
who had before entered into engagements for one year to the extent of the 
Canoongoe's Douls, to know what increase they would engage for, should 
their annual be converted into a five year's settlement, and the Resident 
did in consequence thereby obtain some addition to the present year's 
rental (though not so much as he had calculated upon in the abovemention- 
ed estimate), and at the same time procured, what was of more conse- 
quence, a security or complete conviction that the Mehals, thus let for five 
years on a moderate increasing Jumma, would, before three years of the 
leases expired, be restored, after having lately been more than half waste, 
to an almost entire state of cultivation. 

In a former part of this address it had been mentioned that with 
regard to the settlements of the Pergunnahs of Bhoilee and of Jounpore, 
the Resident was not at liberty to dispose of those two divisions of the 
country entirely as he himself had wished, from the engagements which 
he had been under the necessity of sanctioning with Sheolal Dobeh, on 
account of the arrears, or rather total failure, *of Kulb Ali Beg. Yet 
feeling a strong aversion to permit the said Beg to avail himself so far of 
his own wrong as to convert into the very means of msdntaining himself 
in a situation, which even his good behaviour might not (considering the 
impolicy of large farms) have procured his continuance in, and, standing 
himself engaged only to Sheolal Dobeh, (who had been during the greatest 
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part of last year employed in the collections of Jouupore under Mr. Neave), 
the Resident proposed to the said Dobeh to become himself the farmer, 
on the same terms as to Jumma as was to have been fixed for Eulb All 
Beg, which the former agreeing to, the said Beg was thus excluded from 
all revenue concerns in this country and sent to Ali Ibrahim Khan's 
Adawlut for the adjustment of the very heavy embezzlements or misappro- 
priations that had appeared, even since the Resident's letter of the 12th of 
September, to have been made from the amount of his Mofussil collections 
for the last year, 1195. 

In this manner the Resident made a settlement with Sheolal Dobeh 
of the Pergunnahs of Bhoilee for one, and of that of Jounpore and its de- 
pendancies for five years, in consideration, as to the last, of a small gradual 
increase given for the interest of a term of years, which he acquired therein. 
And it was proper here, once for all, to remark that these additions to the 
settlement on a term of years throughout the Zemindaree were, as far as 
regards the present year, stipulated not to be raised from the Ryots, and 
were, as such, distinguished and added to the Canoongoe's Doul inserted ia 
the Amil's Pottah and Cabooleeut under a stipulation, taken from the Amils 
thus contracting, and a consequent instruction to the Canoongoes, (who 
possessed in this country a great influence in carrying on the collections), 
that they were only to assess, for the Amil's realization, the amount of the 
payable part of their own Doul on the country. At the same time the 
llesident did not expect that this moderation would be observed in all cases 
where the state of the crop could furnish funds equivalent to the increase ; 
and, where it could not, the Resident had little or no doubt but the five 
years* Amils, who were, in general, men of very considerable personal wealth 
and character, would for their own interest resist any temptation to exaction 
that might injure their next four years' profits as well as preclude that re- 
putation and good name, which the Resident had endeavoured to inspire 
them with a desire of acquiring in their respective situations ; whence he 
trusted that a degree of emulation was kindled amongst them, to excel each 
other in regard to the good treatment of the Ryots and the promotion of 
the cultivation within their several boundaries. 

In the settlement with Sheolal Dobeh, the Resident reserved or 
set aside to him out of the ascertained productive Revenue Funds 
of the country from Bhoilee, Rs. 25,063-15-3, and from Jounpore, Rs. 
19,176-3-6, total the sum of Rupees 44,240-2-9, towards the liquidation 
.^f his advance for the Revenue of 1 195, which had thus become, in fact a 
charge on the present and future Revenue innds till the period of its 
liquidation ; nor should any consideration but that of this painful necessity 
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haye induced the Resident thus to grant such a large extent of farm to the 
said Dobeh, and intendiog, in this view, to separate the tenures of Bhoilee 
and Jounporefrom the beginning of next year, the Resident declined grant-r 
ing him a five years' lease for the former, which he would also have taken 
had the Resident been disposed to have granted iU 

The very decayed but extensive Pergunnah of Secunderpoor, the 
Besident tendered to Shunker Pundit, the late acting Naib, a man of whose 
character for honesty and firmness, he had the best opinion. The Board 
would find detailed in the proceedings the very exhausted state of this Per- 
gunnah, but the Resident believed it to be now one of the happiest in the 
Zamindaree, and he had no doubt but the progress of its restoration would 
))e also anoong the most rapid and sensible. The man, the Resident had 
committed it to, was, he thought, from his head and heart, very well calcu- 
lated for the important and benevolent task assigned to him, of which the 
Board might form some judgment from his having of his own accord decla- 
red he would take no securities from his undertenants, (although the system 
was here general), since, as he argued, if not oppressed, they would not run 
away. In short, the Resident had only to regret, that although he had done 
his utmost to select the best Amils, he had been able to find but few, if any, 
equal to Shunker Pundit ; notwithstanding which, the Raja, who was no 
wellwishOT of his, endeavoured to embarrass the Resident about his choice 
of this man, by insinuating, after the settlement was made with him,' that he 
could have got more revenue from the Pergunnah than Shunker Pundit had 
agreed to pay. This might perhaps be the case; but the Resident's de- 
sign being to foster, and, if possible, restore^ and not to extinguish the 
small remaining means of recovery that the Pergunnah might still possess, 
he did not much regard the Raja's ill-timed solicitude to come to his aid on 
tius occasion, neither did the issue of his communication render very pro- 
bable that he could, after all, have effected what he proposed, had the Re- 
sident been ever so desirous of concurring in his suggestions. 

The principal Ranee and widow of the late Raja Bulwunt Sing 
had always been in the habit of farming two or three Pergunnahs, viz. 
Rhaloopoor, (in which the palace of Ramnagur is situated), and Kus- 
war or Gungapoor (the original or family Zemindaree of the Rajas of ^ 
Benares), to which, at her request, at the beginning of the year, the Resi- 
dent added an adjoining Mehal called Kerowna, whereof, however, he had 
won some cause to repent, as he could not afterwards get from her or the 
Baja the rent that others would have given for it, insomuch that the Resi- 
<lent lost at least 3,500 Rs. upon this bargain. 

Howev^^ these occasional concerns of the Raja's family were the 
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only instances wherein the Resident did not take and get to the full as 
much on the settlement as he thought the country equal to, with any 
regard to its future prosperity and improvement. In one or two instances 
where the Besident entertained some doubts of the full value of the Per- 
gunnah being offered, he obtained better terms than had been at first ten- 
dered by raising a competition between rival farmers, that so at the end of 
the settlement his fear was, lest he had laid on too heavy an assessment 
rather than that he has given up any fair and proper right of Qovemment. 

There being something particular in the settlement made with 
Baja Adil Sah of the Pergunnah of Burhur and Agoree, the 'Resident 
submitted the circumstances thereof. 

By the Board's order of the 11th of April 1788, his Jagheer 
of 8,000 Rs. per annum was to be resumed and a Mokurrury settlement 
made with him for life on easy terms. To these orders the Raja warmly 
objected, alleging that it bore hard upon him to be made the only sufferer, 
among all the Jagheerdars and Pensioners of the Company, by resumption 
of his Jagheer ; and he further urged, that the Board had not before them 
translations of his two previous Sunnuds from Mr. Hastings when they 
decided on his right, both with regard to the immediate termination of the 
Jagheer, and that of the Zamindaree with his own life. He accordingly 
now produced those further Sunnuds which his Agent had n^lected to 
exhibit at the time of the Resident's report of the 16th February, 1788» 
being written, and, although the Resident hardly supposed that anything 
in them would alter the Board's decision, yet, that no injury might accrue 
to the Raja through negligence on his part, he had recorded translations 
of all his Sunnuds from Mr. Hastings in the proceedings. But with regard 
to the resumption of his Jagheer of 8,000 Rupees per annum, it had ap- 
peared, since the issuing of the order for that purpose, that this could not 
be very easily and entirely effected with a due regard to prior engagements, 
contracted in the name of the Company by Mr. Treves when acting 
Resident, as would be observed by that gentleman's report From this and 
from the translation of the Bond and from the other Papers on this subject, 
recorded in the proceedings, it appeared that Raja Adil Sah, falling in 
arrears in the payment of his current Kists, Mr. Treves, caused Sheolal 
Dobeh to advance to him, for the payment of revenue, the sum of Rs. 
20,226, on the mortgage of his Jagheer, which Mr. Treves then believed 
to be for that Raja's life, and did therefore, (as stated in his report), official- 
ly countersign or attest the mortgage which Sheolal Dobeh had certainly 
a right from that time to consider as transferred and secured to him by 
Government. Thinking it therefore incumbent on him to make some pro- 
vision for Sheolal Dobeh's security on this head, the Resident had, (subject 
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to the Governor GeneraFs approbation or alteration), made a settlement 
with Raja Adil Sah for his life, by which he was to pay for the Pergun- 
nabs of Burhur and Agoree, (that of Bijeh Ghur being separated), the 
annual sum of Rs. 59,000, including 4,000 Rs. (or half of his former 
Malikana), which was to be deducted therefrom and appropriated to the 
Uquidation of his debt to Sheolal Dobeh, which, on this footing, would 
require at least six or seven years to be fully paid off; and considering 
Adil Sah's age and infirmities, it was not probable he would long, if at 
all, survive that period. Wherefore the Company's bounty would in all 
likelihood be no longer applied than it was already appropriated by the 
late acting Resident's attestation of Sheolal Dobeh's bond ; and, at all 
events, the Resident believed that the said Raja's jumma was settled 
(including the proposed remission) at full as much as, if not, perhaps, more 
than that country could in its present state, quite easily bear, and the 
Resident would even have been inclined to assess it somewhat lower, but 
for the painful expediency of endeavouring to reconcile, as far as possible, 
the relief to be afforded to the country with the immediate pecuniary in- 
terests of the Honorable Company. 

Having on the occasion of the settlement of the Pergunnah 
of Mongra, taken into consideration the very criminal conduct of Sheo 
Dyal,*(a8 noticed in the Resident's address of the 12th of September last), 
a rebellious and absconded Zemindar of the village of Bominea^ therein 
situated, (whose contumacy and hostility stood repeatedly and fully repre- 
sented in the course of the last Fuslee year, by the farmer as well as by 
Mr. Neave, when on deputation into that Pergunnah,) and being clear- 
ly of opinion that there was a necessity, for the sake of example, to 
enforce the penalty then denounced, (as authorized and directed by the 
regulations of Government in such instances), against the said Sheo Dyal, 
in case he should not surrender and make his appearance within the time 
limited, (which he totally neglected and avoided doing) ; the Resident there- 
fore deemed it strictly his duty, on the occasion of the present year's settle- 
ment, to declare Sheo Dyal to have forfeited and to stand entirely disposses- 
sed of the said village of Bominea, and he granted the same on the like terms 
and conditions as the land in question was held by the said Sheo Dyal, to 
Dirgpaul, the son of Dhun Sing, who had acted as a collector of the per- 
gunnah since the banning of the present or current Fuslee year 1196, and 
possessed suflBcient natural influence in that part of the country to main- 
tain this possession and exclude Sheo Dyal, without the aid of a Military 
force on the part of Government. The Resident thought he needed not 
solicit confirmation to this necessary act of justice, as the Board would, he 
trusted, believe that, were he not satisfied in his own mind of its essential 
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expediency and propriety, he would neither himself have proceeded to such 
a length, nor now propose it for the Board's approbation. 

Under the circumstances before stated the settlement had been 
made at first on an idea of one year'« lease, but owing to the insufficiency 
of this and with a view of promoting the improvement of the country, a 
great part of these leases were afterwards extended to terms of five years, 
the particulars and result of all which would be found io the accounts, 
whereof the following was the abstract. 

Mookumniil jumma, or full Mai rental, (not 
including the Abwab), as already deduced in a former 
part of this address, ... 42,11,797 15 6 

Defalcation in the fonds of 
1190 from those of 1195 Rs. 3,29,260 2 9 

Increase in Do.-^Do. 1,45,979 6 6 

Real Defalcation 1,83,280 12 3 



The real funds for 1196, whereon to make 
the Settlement, 40,28,517 3 3 



As to the above stated defalcation of Rs. 1,83,2^0-12-3 from 1195 
to 1196, it was certainly owing to two very evident causes, the first the 
severity of the Raja's collections in 1195, the second the drought in Sep- 
tember and October including the defect of the last rainy season in general, 
by which nearly all the rice and several other articles of the Ebureef harvest 
were lost. For proofs and elucidations of both these causes it was needed 
only to refer to the Resident's proceedings on the settlement, with this fur- 
ther observation, founded on his own firm conviction and general opinion, 
that had the same want of attention been shown to the cultivation of 1 197 
as was pro\jed to have been to that of 1195 ; or had not, on the contrary, 
the most strenuous exertions in the Resident's power been used to promote 
it by oblig'mg the Raja to appoint Ameens, by advancing Tuccavee, and by 
the new Regulations for fixing the rates of the demand on the Ryots, the de- 
falcation would have greatly exceeded that of 1194 and 1195, instead of not 
being equal to one half of it. Nothing could perhaps set forth in stronger 
color the culpability of the neglect, (with whomsoever it rested), of the cul- 
tivation of 1195 than this comparison. 
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The settlement of 1196 was oontained in the accounts, the follow- 
ing abstract of which was here inserted. 

Gross funds for it, as above deduced from the 
account, 40,28,517 3 3 

Deduct the separate land Malikana of Raja 
Ram Gholam, included in the above, 37,500 6 



Nett Mai funds for the Settlement, 39,91,017 2 9 

Add Abwab taxes of 1187 Fuslee as per the 
regulation of the 25th of June 1778 by which all 
other Abwabs were abolished, 87,679 3 



Total of Mai and Abwab, ... 40,78,696 5 9 

Add the two following articles, 1st on account of 
the Ayma village of Sultanpoor, in Jounpore, resum- 
ed for some years past, but not included in the Funds 
for the revenue, 1,046 14 

2nd. Gain by Batta in Gurwara, 1 1 ,284 1 5 1 2,331 1 3 

Total of Funds, 40,91,028 2 9 

Deduct 1st. Dehyek or 10 per 
cent for charges of collection and far- 
mers* profit given to most but not to all, 
and, where given, not exactly the same 
to all of the Mehals, as per particulars 
ia the account settlement, 3,69,883 5 

Deduct 2nd Half of Bhuray, as 
already explained, 44,267 12 9 

3rd. Choot Maafy, or remis- 
sion on sundry accounts, 83,156 11 6 

4th. Nankar, or allowances npw 
aetUed in land in favor of the Canoon- 
goes and this year first made a charge 
to Government, 43,225 3 6 



Total of charges on the settlement, 5,40,533 9 



Residue of gross Funds, 35,50,495 2 
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Brought forvxvrd^ 35,50,495 2 

Moukoofee, or alienated from the Bevenue 
Fund on the foUovring accounts :•— 

Ist. To Sheolal Dobeh, in 
Jounpore and Bhoilee, on account and 
in part payment of his advance towards 
the revenue of last year, as per particu- 
lars in the proceedings on the settle- 
ment (including 2000 Rs. given up to 
him,) • 46,239 2 9 

2nd. On account 
of Jagheers. 

Istof thatof Sheo- 
persen Sing in Eole Asia, 10,000 

2nd. That of Ta- 
kooray Bukht Sing in 
Bhurwul by a Sunnud 
from Raja Bulwunt Sing, 1,501 

3rd. On account 
of charity annually paid 
to certain Rozeenadars at 
Jounpore, • 2,189 



13,690 



3rd. Abate- 
ments allowed from the 
Canoongoe's Doul in the 
following instances. 

To Baboo Sheo- 
sem Sing, as per his 
Istumrary Sunnud, de- 
pending however on 
the Board's pleasure, as 
explained in a former 
part of this address, ... 3,300 11 

To Duljeet Sing 
in the Doul of his Taloo- 
ka of Zekhnee in consi- 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



SETTLEMENT OF THE PROVINCE OF BENARES. 91 

Brought fonvard, 3,300 11 6 59,929 2 6 35,50,495 2 
deration of his adding a 
large sum to his farm 
of Mureeahoo (for which 
vide the proceedings in 
the Settlement^) 1,24.8 12 9 

To the 
Farmer of Ke- 
reeatSekhur,it 
being believed 
that the Ca- 
nongoe's Doul 
was too highly 
stated, ... 2,842 6 3 

To the 
Farmer of Se- 
cunderpoor,for 
the same rea- 
son, 875 7 6 

To the 
farmer of Sha- 
habadtomake 
upfor an equi- 
valent amount 
not allowed to 
him in Bur- 
hay, vide pro- 
ceedings on 
ihesettlement,626 3 9 

To the 
Farmer of M.0- 
hammedabad, 
vide proceed- 
ings on the set- 
tlement, 238 1 

To Far- 
mer of Chow- 
rassy in Kun- 
tit and of 
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Bt forward, 4,582 2 6 4,549 8 3 69,929 2 9 35,50,495 2 

Ghurra Deh- 

ma in Ghazee- 

poor, 3 9 

4,582 6 3 

9.131 14 6 



69,061 1 3 



Remainder, 34,81,434 9 

Increase given this year by those of the Amils 

who have obtained five years Leases, 95,585 6 3 

Total of the settlement for 1196 35,76,969 7 



jr five years, for 1197 


36,45,536 7 





Do. for 1198 


37,13,719 7 





Do. for 1199 


37.64,176 2 





Do. for 1200. 


38,08,674 15 


9 



Of which, 38 Amils' Leases, to the amount of 
Rs. 23,32,555-5-6, were for five years on an increasing 
Jumma, and those of 28 Amils for Rs. 12,44,414-1-6 
were for only the current year, as would be found spe- 
cified in the accounts of settlement above referred to. 

Total of the settlement, including the one 
year's Leases at their present valuation, and adding the 
proportional increase on tho 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

The settlement abovementioned being moderate and suited to the 
decayed state of the country was not likely to suflfer much in the realization 
and might increase by the following funds : — 

Isi By the annual sum of Rs. 44,239-2-9 appropriated for the pre- 
sent to the liquidation of Sheolal Dobeh's debt, though of this some part 
would perhaps be hereafter allowed as deduction in the Pergunnab of Jouu- 
pore and its dependencies. 

2nd. By the amount alienated on account of the Canoongoe's allow- 
ances, if Govenment thought that should be levied on the country, as here- 
tofore, during the five years that the Canoongoes had been reinstated ; but, 
although this would be a saving, the Resident would not advise it, in the 
consideration of the present year's settlement The Resident noted that 
Ly this new and additional charge, added to the diminution in the Abwab, 
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together with the alienation for the security of Sheolal Dobeh's debt, the 
productive settlement of the current year was diminished as follows ; — 

1st. Abwab of 1195, as explained in a former 
part of the address (which included the Bhuray), ... 1,82,253 8 9 

Abwab of 1187, as brought to 
account iu the settlement of 1196, 87,679 3 

Add, gain by Batta on the 

currency of Ghurwara, this year brought 

to account, 11,284 15 

98,964 2 

Difference against this year's settlement, ... 83,289 6 9 

2nd. To Sheolal Dobeh, 46,239 2 9 

3rd. To the Canoongoes, 43,225 3 6 

Total deduction of Funds of 1195 in the pre- 
sent year's settlement, independent of the general de- 
falcation in the.Mal part of the rental, 1,72,753 10 9 

Wherefore, if a Mofussil Jumma of upwards of 45 Lacs, (taking the 
Mai alone), yielded in the year 1 194 Fuslee, a Sudder Jumma or settlement 
of about 38 Lacs, a settlement of more than 35^ Lacs fixed to be paid to 
the Sudder or Government, (as was the case in the present year,) came more 
than within the proportion between the respective Mofussil funds or bases, and 
seemed therefore thus far unobjectionable ; the more especially when it was 
considered that in the Mofussil settlement of 38 Lacs for 1194, there were 
deductions in favor of the Amils under the head of Mujray to the amount of 
about 1,44,000 Rupees, whereas in this of 35 J Lacs and upwards, they 
have been reduced to 61,513-7-3, as stated in the account kistbundee, (in 
which, and not in the account settlement, it was usual to insert these further 
reductions), the particulars of all which would be found explained in the 
proceedings on the settlement under the head of each separate Mehal : 
whence they appeared to consist of deductions for Jagheers for villages ap- 
pertaining to Pergunnahs but collected at the Huzoor or with other Per- 
gunnahs ; and for other similar allowances, the particulars of all which 
would appear in the accounts. 

The Resident proceeded next to show, or rather to estimate, as near- 
ly as might be, how far the funds provided by the current year's settlement 
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might be equal to the payment of the Company's rental and the Sudder 
charges of collection. The estimate was asfoUows : — 

1st Batta on 9,56,317-10-9 Gourshahee Rs. 
which composed part of the gross settlement at the 
rate of 4| per cent to make them Siccas, 43,034 8 

2nd. Bozeenadars, general Sudder Establish- 
mentot 35,349 

3rd. Charges of the Sudder Cut- 
cherry, as per particulars in the account 60,000 

• Deduct saving made in ditto for 
this year as already explained and stated 
at length in the proceedings on the set- 
tlement, 13,433 46,567 



4th. Further contingencies of the Raja's trea- 
sury for Stationery and incidental expenses, 2,000 

Total Sudder Charges, 1,26,950 8 

Revenue payable to Government, 40,00,000, from 
which, deducting 1,17,267-14-0 for the estimate of the 
reduced annual deduction of this year, the nett produce 
payable would be, 38,82,732 2 



Total sum payable from the Sudder 
Jumma or Rev^ue for this year, 40,09,682 10 

Ways and Means. 

MflJ or Land Revenue, ... 35,76,969 7 

Deduct Mujray, ..." ... 62,098 7 3 

Remainder, 35,14,870 15 9 

Add Sayer, Permit or Custom 

House duties, 3,92,996 10 9 



Total of Ways and Means, 39,07,867 10 6 

Deficiency, 1,01,814 16 4 
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This deficiency was more than the Besident at one time expected, 
but not greater, allowance being made for the drought of last season, than 
the circumstances of the case, and the fallen state of many parts of the 
country required ; besides which, the increase for or rather new establish- 
ment of, the Jloolky Civil and Criminal Courts, occasioned this year an ad- 
ditional expense to the Sudder Cutcherry of Rs. 16,162, which should per- 
haps be allowed in the Oovernment's remissions of this year, the more espe- 
cially as after all they would be lower than they bad at any time yet been. 

However, whether this sum be allowed as a remission or not, was of 
DO essential consequence, because, from the mode in which the settlement 
had been made under the authority of Government, the Raja could not be 
deemed responsible for the revenue of this year, to which eflfect he required 
a writtien assurance before he signed the Pottah to the Amils, a concession 
which was in fact only a formality, at the same time that it reduced his be- 
ing continued out of the management for the residue of this year to an act 
of his own free will, and rendered the purport of the conversation between 
him and the Resident at the beginning of the year of no further consequence. 

But although the Besident bad no doubt that the Governor General 
in Council would, as expressed in the last paragraph but one of the Board's 
orders of the 3rd of October, allow such remission out of the permanent 
Jumma of 40 Lacs for this year, as had become necessary in consequence 
(as therein expressed) of the abolition of taxes, or with a view to the future 
improvement of the country, yet, honored and stimulated as the Resident 
was through the confidence reposed on him by Government, he found him- 
self, if possible, still more anxious to prevent the Honorable Company sus- 
tabing any, even apparent loss, than the Raja could be to secure himself 
from the consequences of it ; and, therefore, thinking it possible that the 
Government Jumma might be made up, and deeming it inexpedient in any 
event, that for the sake of one year, any reduction should appear in the 
Government's account of the numerical and permament Jumma of this 
country, the Resident had, in a statement transmitted to the Accountant to 
the Board of Revenue, inserted the Jumma of 40 Lacs, with the annual 
reductions of last year, accompanied by an explanation, that as the Raja 
was not responsible for the revenues of this year, and as part of them arose 
from the collection of Customs which were unavoidably of a contingent na- 
ture, the aggregate ultimately realized might on this account be more or 
less ; and the Resident indulged the hope that the de&lcation of one Lac 
above stated would be either wholly or nearly made up to Government by 
the following expedients if the Governor General approved of the two last 
of them. 
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First The Customs would, the Resident believed, amount to near- 
ly half a Lac of Rupees more than was collected last year, inclusive even of 
the six month's Rahdaree and Qunj duties, that made part of the aggregate 
of the former. At least there was to hope so from what has already been 
realized during the first six months of the current collections. 

Secondly, The sum of Rs. 83,1 56-1 1 -6 deducted from the Canoongoes 
Douls, on which the settlement was founded, was composed of various articles 
of Mofussil allowances and charges, particularized by the officers aforesaid, 
and agreeable to former usage ; but the Resident was not quite satisfied 
that they were all indispensably necessary and proper, and he had therefore 
issued orders to the Amils not to pay them until their component parts were 
audited and sanctioned by a further order from him ; and as the urgency of 
the case seemed to justify a degree of strictness in this revisal, the Resident 
thought it possible that 20 or 30 thousand Rs. might be saved from this 
fund. 

The third resource the Resident had thought of resorting to might 
be liable to some objection in the view of humanity. The Resident would 
however submit it to the Governor General. The sum of 35,349 Rs., (in- 
cluding about 2,000 Rs. for a separate allowance payable by the Raja to 
fiahadoor Ali Khan), was or ought to be annually paid from the Sudder 
Cutcherry to the Rozeenadars, who consisted of a number of persons to whom 
Mr. Hastings restored this charity, which, it being ill paid by the Raja^ the 
Board some time ago authorized the Resident to receive and disburse, as he 
had accordingly done with the utmost punctuality and without any de- 
duction whatever from the beginning of the current year ; and while the 
country could afford this appropriation from its funds, the donation was 
certainly praiseworthy and honorable ; but now, that the state of the re- 
sources were for the current year diminished so as not to admit without a 
real loss to Government of this expenditure from the surplus of its funds, 
the Resident had it in idea to stop for this year about 10,000 Rs. of the 
Rozeena payments in question, in behalf of the public. But upon this and 
the former head relative to the article of Choote Maafy, he should be happy 
to be honored with the commands of Government, only here further observ- 
ing, that if the three funds above specified answered the Resident's expecta- 
tions, they would, together with the amounts of the additional expenses 
above explained of the two Moolky Adwaluts, complete the Company's fixed 
Jumma or rental due from this district ; which rental, from the reductions 
made last year, on the Resident's report on the annual itemissions to the 
agregate of Rs. 44,777-11-0 as per account (No. 17) amounted this year to 
Rs. 40,042-3-G, more than the average sum of Rs. 38,42,689-14-6 which 
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(as quoted in the Government letter of the 8rd of October) constituted the 
avenige annual receipts of the Company from the Zemindaree of Benares 
for the first six years after Raja Cheyt Sing's expulsion. As therefore the 
interior funds were this year thus so much reduced, if the Governor General 
would be pleased to fix the Jumma payable to Government for the current 
year at the aforesaid six years' average (being no doubt as much as the 
Honorable Company could in general, or at least in such a year as this, ex'^ 
pect to derive in revenue from Benares), the Resident would propably be 
able to realize it without any resumption of the two last mentioned of the 
three proposed funds, which Was, on the whole, thought desirable. The 
Governor General would perhaps think him too sanguine in supposing, as 
the proceeding calculations implied, that there would be no balance unrea* 
li^ed at the end of the year of the assessment laid on the countrj-, yet, as 
hitherto no aiTear had happened, the Resident indulged the hope, and would 
certainly exert his* utmost endeavours to prevent any occurring throughout 
the year and he trusted these might be attended with success. At present 
there were not above two or three of all the renters whom he had reason to 
fiod fault with, which, out of sixty^ix Amilships> was no great proportion^ 
yet should only one of them turn out ultimately worthless, the revenue 
might suffer, as they had this year nothing to spare. The Resident's heart 
and best wishes were entirely devoted to prevent all loss to Government, but 
as the charge 6e had on him was, during the current year especially, of a 
delicate nature, the country extensive, and just emerging from a state of 
comparative impoverishment, should any untoward accident intervene, the 
Resident must rely, as he had hitherto done, on the just discrimination of 
Government. 

Having however now had six month's experience of the settlement 
thus made,, it afforded the Resident satisfaction to be able to observe that in 
general the beneficial effects of it with regard to the peace and happiness of 
the country had answered his expectatiotis, although the institutions on 
which it was founded had not yet had sufficient time to operate to produce 
all or even the most material of the good consequences of which they were 
capable, by a steady and undeviatiug adherence to the regulations of the 
25th of June last (as they stood inserted in the body of his address of the 
12th of September), which regulations were already very generally known 
by the ryots, quoted in their petitions, and were, he hoped, in a fair way of 
becoming and being observed as the Duatoor-vl^mal or general revenue 
rule of all the country, or of the greatest part of it. 

It could not indeed have escaped the observation of those who were 
at Benares the last year how very few complaints of over exaction had been 
referred during the current six months, and of those few, the most part ap- 
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peared to have originated in cirCumetances of ignorance or misapprehension, 
which were easily obviated Indeed the ryots and Amils in general equally 
knowing that the revenue rates of 1187, calculated upon the cultivation as 
ascertained by the standard measuring rods, constituted the two grand cri- 
terions of their mutual rights, whenever any deviation was made therefrom, 
it was easy to revert to these two principal rules which were plain and ob<* 
vious in their application. 

But although the Resident had had so few complaints of imdue ex- 
action he had had a considerable number of another sort that were also im- 
mediately connected with the collections, to explain which, it was proper to 
premise that in this country the amount of the revenue, as realized from the 
Mofussil, was founded and depended for the most part on the extent of the 
actual cultivation. The Amils could never therefore ascertain to a certain- 
ty the exact amount of their demand on the ryots and under-farmers, till 
the rubbee or last crop was in forwardness and even nearly ripe. It was 
therefore usual in cases of sub-fitrmers, for the Amils to collect from the under- 
renters, (whether these were petty Zemindars, or mere contractors) on ac- 
count, till that season of the yeaar, at which time, the whole produce being 
capable of a united estimation, such Zemindars or fanners then entered into 
their Cabooleeuts for the whole year, about which many disputes often occur- 
red, because, if the Aroil was not satisfied that his under-farmer was willing 
to pay to him the proper and adequate consideration for his farm, he natur- 
ally wished to dispossess him, and either to give it to another or to collect 
himself immediately from the ryots. Hence have arisen various appeals 
which have this year been the more frequent from several new Amils having 
from necessity been appointed, although (including the instance of Kulb 
Ali Beg), the Resident had not dispossessed one man who did not last year 
materially fail in his revenue or distinguish himself by severity in the col- 
lections. In deciding on their disputes, which, as would appear from the 
preceeding explanation, did not atfect the ryots, (who have only to pay the 
rates of 1187 either to the Amils or his representatives), the Resident had 
endeavoured to observe a due average consistent at the same time with es- 
sential justice, in consequence of which many more than 2/3rds of the Zemin- 
dars or under-farmers, who had thus complained, had been maintained in 
their tenures through his intervention, and in some instances, where they would 
not agree to reasonable terms, he had allowed of their being dispossessed. 
The general rule for deciding in such cases was the doul or estimate of the 
Canoongoe of the pergunnah, forming a sub-division or proportional part of 
the general doul delivered at the period of the Bnndolmsi or Government's 
settlement with the Amils, and on which the last mentioned settlement was 
founded. N<rtibing could in general be fwer than this rule, and accordingly 
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few of the complainants objected to it^ and wherever they did not, and could 
give security, the Kesident had kept them in their tenures, and the season 
of the year was now almost elapsed for such complaints to be preferred. 

As in the above explanation it was stated that the Resident decided 
himself on all the Revenue causes of this year, it became necessary, on re- 
ference to that part of the Board's Orders of the 3rd of October last, which 
allowed of his instituting a separate Court of Revenue Jurisdiction, to ex- 
plain that, expecting from the new regulations that many complaints would 
not be preferred and fearing to trust the first operation of the regulations to 
native guidance, he determined to devote the first part of every day to the 
hearing of all such causes, which had hitherto rendered the establishment of 
a separate Court unnecessary and the Resident had been convinced the 
country had not suffered thereby, but that, on the contrary, it had greatly 
benefitted. 

From the general state of quiet in which the country had remained^ 
the Resident had (with the recent exception that would hereafter be noticed,) 
hardly any Sepoys in the Mofussil. The Pergunnahs of Jounpore and Se- 
cunderpoor were the only two places where parties had throughout the year 
been stationed, and the Resident still thought that the use of them might, 
except on the frontiers, be gradually further diminished. 

From this favourable description of the general state of the country, 
which truth and notoriety sufficiently vouched for, it was painful, but equal- 
ly his duty, to describe the principal exceptions that had occurred, with the 
nature and causes of them to the best of bis knowledge. 

The only very unfavourable instance of this kind that had come be- 
fore him had happened in the Mehal of Jounpore and its immediate depen« 
dencies, which comprehended the pergunnah of Jounpore proper, the smal- 
ler one of Raury and Anglee, the salt Mehal of Zufferabad, together with 
two district Talooks calied Kereeat Dost and Kereeat Mhera, and the inde- 
pendent frontier Talooka of Singramow. 

These lands, the productive Jumma of which amounted this year al- 
together to somewhat beyond three Lacs of Rupees, had always been rent- 
ed to one person, which was no doubt partly owing to their mixed and blend- 
ed local situation, added, perhaps, to a view of policy in rendering the Amil 
there sufficiently powerful to enable him to over-awe and to realize the reve- 
nue horn the peculiar race of men who inhabited that part of the said di vi- 
rion which more immediately bordered on and communicated with the Nawab 
Vizier's country. 
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The people here referred to consisted of at least three distinct classes 
which it was bis duty to bring to the knowledge of Government, that they 
might hereafter be treated as the Governor-General in Council might think 
fit. 

The first class was the tribe of Raj Koomars who deduced their des- 
cent from Raja Pethora, (in whom ended about 600 years ago the Chowhan 
dynasty of the Princes of Delhi) and from whose stock the present race of 
the Raj Koomars, (who then also assumed this new family denomination,) 
was believed to have sprung. It is said their numbers <Hd not altogether 
exceeil 40,000, most of whom inhabited, in nearly one society, the opposite 
line of the boundary in His Excellency the Vizier's dominions, but unfortu- 
nately for the quiet of both countries, they possessed lauds that paid about 
20,000 Rupees revenue in Auglee and Kereeat Mhera on our side. They 
were originally Rajpoots, and even exceeded that tribe in the wildness of 
their notions and peculiarity of tlieir manners, scarcely owing any allegiance, 
either to the Nawal/s or to the British Government, and were always ready 
to betake themselves to anus, which they were inured to from infancy, either 
in resentment of public or private wrongs, real or imaginary. At the same 
time the Resident was assured they had a point of honor from which they 
dill not deviate, and were famous for faithfully adhering to such engagements 
as they were pleased to enter into. 

The second class of turbulent subjects which the Company possessed 
iu that corner of the couutry were the inhabitants of the Talook of Singra- 
mow, (which was the only part Government possessed of the pergunnah of 
Chundeh in the Vizier's dominions,) and those more especially of Budlapoor, 
a separate, distinct and independent Talooka dtuated in the pergunnah of 
Raury. Of these places there were two chief Talookdars, viz,, Abdood Sing 
of tlie Bais caste, and Sultanut Sing of the tribe of Bussayne, who, with their 
forefathers, had been, (time out of mind,) in the habit of considering them- 
selves, (somewhat like the tribe of Seingers in Luckuesur already described 
in Resident's letter of the 17th of November last), more in the light of tri- 
butaries, than real subjects, paying only a fixed revenue, and that even with 
little punctuality, so that they still used to make the payment of the revenue 
of one year fall into the term of the succeeding one. Thus they were in fact 
almost ever in some arrears (notwithstanding that of late years the Govern- 
ment Amil had on that account interfered more iu the detail of those Talook- 
dar's collections from their vassals and renters than was formerly allowed of), 
for when force alone was heretofore practised to compel them to greater re- 
gularity, they found a ready and easy impunity either in passing over to the 
Nawab's borders or in retreating into their Jungles or in setting their own 
villages and country in fiames ^ each of which modes had been from time to 
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time practised as well under British administration as under that of the for- 
mer R*ijas ; of which abundant proofs could be collected, did not the noto- 
riety of the facts supersede all occasion of further evidence. 

The third class of inhabitants under the Mehal of Jounpore, and 
which of course composed the far greater number, would in general be as 
tractable as the other subjects of our Government in the four Sircars of 
Benar^ were it not that they were sometimes inspired with sentiments of in- 
solence and opposition owing to the generally successful commotions, strife 
and disturbances which the neighbouring Raj Koomars and the two Talook- 
dars in question often created in their vicinity. All the revenue which these 
wild and unruly parts of this division paid to Government did not amount 
to above 66,000 Rupees per annum, and there was certainly more difficulty 
in reidizing this comparatively small sum than in collecting six Lacs of Rupees 
in any other part of the country. 

It would sufficiently appear from the former part of this address that 
when the Resident appointed Sheo Lall Dobeh to the farm of Jounpore, he 
had only the option of taking him or Eulb Ali Beg ; whereas, had not the 
consequences of the Raja's failure thus precluded him from free choice, the 
lease of that division might most probably have fallen upon neither of those 
two persons. Of the two he considered Sheo Lall Dobeh as by far the least 
exceptionable, for, although he had not so great experience in the collections 
as Kulb Ali, yet be had held farms on his own account during the year pre- 
ceeding, and had, or ought to have, acquired a considerable local knowledge 
in Jounpore in particular, from the concern he had there, throughout the 
year 1193, first with Eulb Ali, and, thereafter, under Mr. Neave. 

The Resident was besides happy in the reflection that from the two 
Talookdars of Singramow and Budlapoor having come into Benares and been 
sent back by him with honor, in company with Sheo Lall Dobeh, no diffi- 
culty would probably ensue in their lands throughout the year, the more 
especially, as the Resident had repeatedly explained to the said Dobeh that 
he was to exact from those Talookdars nothing beyond their usual and fixed 
Jamma, as contained, and for that purpose inserted, in the Canoongoe*s 
Doul, annexed to the farmer's Cabooleeut. 

For some time after he went Sheo Lall Dobeh seemed to act with 
sufficient propriety and intelligence, and the Resident had great hopes that 
he would be able to carry on the business to his entire satisfaction, which 
might have happened but for the intervention of the successive citcumstan- 
ces that the Resident had now summarily to relate, all which had been ulti- 
mately attended with or followed by greater evils (though of a transitory 
nature) than be at all apprehended. 
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Sheo Lall Dobeh's first differences and diflSculties b^an with the 
Canoongoes. There were some villages of Banry that had for nearly 80 
years past been directly subordinate to the Cutcherry of Jounpore proper. 
These the Canoongoes of Raury wanted to have re-annexed to their own dis- 
trict, and as they could not effect this object of their wishes, the farmer al- 
leged that they thenceforth became ill-disposed to hint 

A little before this Sheo Lall having complained to him that an in- 
ferior landholder of the Talooks of Budlapoor of the name of Oudhan Sing 
had drawn his sword on and wounded a public peon and behaved very dis- 
orderly, and thereupon requested instructions, the Resident in consequence 
authorized the former to detain Oudhan in custody till he expressed repent- 
ance for his hasty violence. 

But the principal and certainly very oensamble act of the farmer was 
his forgetting or disregarding his promise about the permanency of the lease 
of Budlapoor, in consequence of which and allured by the temptation of a 
few thousand rupees more which some of the discontented part of the family 
and vassals of Sultanut Sing offered, he received their Durkhast or written 
application to rent the Talooka to them, from which would of course have 
ensued the dispossession of Sultanut. With these proposals Sheo Lall Dobeh 
came suddenly into Benares, but as he found that the project he had form- 
ed thereon met with decided disapprobation, he endeavoured to excuse 
himself by alleging that the Canoongoes of Raury, in which Budlapoor is 
situated, had led him into the error (which the Resident believed there was 
some truth in,) as the competitors of Sultanut had, it seemed, promised 
these Canoongoes to allow them more influence in the Talooka than they 
possessed under its present head. 

Be this as it might, the imprudence of Sheo Lai Dobeh in die above 
transaction created inevitably two parties in the Talooka, disappointing the 
new candidates, and indisposing, no doubt, Sultanut, the chief Talookdar, 
whose being maintained in possession carried however along with it this good 
consequence, that as the influence of the other party was much less than 
his, so the effects of their resentment must be proportionally weaker. 

The next complaint preferred by the Dobeh was against Zalim Sing, 
a Raj Koomar Zemindar whose principal residence was in the Nawab Vizier's 
adjoining Pergunnah of Aldehmow, being there Zemindar of Meapoor, equal 
to the annual Jumma of about 24,000 nipees. Besides this he unf(^unate- 
ly held in the Pergunnah of Anglee, and Mehal of Eereeat Mhera^ the two 
Talooks of Bysoolee and Bursera, for both of which he only paid a fix>6d 
Jumma of about 1,200 rupees, although were he assessed as other ryots 
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were, the produce was said to be equal to 5,000 rupees. Yet for his fixed 
Jumma be this year refused to enter into the usual Cabooleeut and security, 
in consequence of which Sheo Lall complained of his conduct and desired 
assistance, but as Resident was unwilling to employ a military force against 
him till he had made trial of every other expedient, he caused the Company's 
Serisbtadar to correspond with him on the subject^ in the view of prevailing 
upon him to yield to reason. 

Whilst this matter was thus depending Sheo Lall Dobeh advised him, 
that some time after he had released Oudhan Sing and taken security from 
hira for the revenue of the villages in Budlapoor which he held, the said 
Oudhan (who had since appeared to be connected not only with Zalim Sing, 
but with those relations of Sultanut Sing whose Durkhast had been reject- 
ed), had, when called on for his revenue, eloped, carrjring along with him bis 
security ; which had been followed, in the usual way in that part of the 
country, by his wounding a Brahmin and setting fire to a village as his first 
exploits, when he had thus betaken himself to a state of voluntary outlawry. 

At the same time that the Dobeh made this communication he added 
that Zalim Sing Raj Koomar having in the Nawab Vizier's dominion set 
fire to a number of villages and committed great devastation in that country, 
bad, afterwards, to shelter himself no doubt from reprisals, come into the 
pergunnah of Anglee with a kind of rabble army who had committed some 
httle plunder but not hitherto exercised any great violence in British terri- 
tories. 

It being however reported, a few days afterwards, that Zalim 
Sing's party had increased in number to several thousands and that he 
remained with them on the British side of the frontier, with a view of 
more conveniently carrying on his warfare with Himmut Ali, a subject 
of His Excellency the Nawab, whose father had some years before been sur- 
prized and massacred by the same enemy, the Resident thought it necessary 
to write on the subject to Captain Boujounier, the Commanding Officer at 
Jounpore, requesting that gentleman to ascertain from Zalim the cause of 
his warlike preparations and also to require him to enter into the usual 
Cabooleeut for the small sum of reveliue which was due from him to the 
Government. 

About this time the Amil of Jounpore advised the Resident that he 
was in constant apprehension of an attack from Zalim Sing who was close 
in his vicinity with a body of 2000 men, and that Oudhan Sing from Budla- 
pore had joined him, besides which Sheo Lall Dobeh mentioned that some 
tarbidrat landholders in Singramow h$d availed themselves of Zalim's being 
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thus in force to court his protection and thereby to avoid the payment of 
their just revenue. This letter contained also a report of Zahm's rabble 
having committed further plunder and even put one man to death, (a subject 
however of the Nawab's), within the Company's line of boundary. 

These circumstances being all in substance corroborated by the re- 
port of Captain Boujounier, who thought that if allowed to march he could 
bring Zalim to the desired terms without any hostility or bloodshed, the Re- 
sident acquiesced in the proposal and hoped soon to experience the happy 
effects which he trusted would ensue from the march of the corps or such 
part of it as Captain Boujounier might think necessary. But these hopes 
were dashed by his learning from that gentleman when on his march towards 
Budlapoor, and from other more particular accounts since transmitted, that 
Qoordut, the son of Oudhan Sing, having a particular enmity to one Hookem 
Chund (an old servant and partisan of Sultanut Sing's) who lived in a village 
called Putty in Budlapoor, in the vicinity of the British frontier on that side, 
the said Qoordut had come at night, and in immediate resentment, (as would 
seem from Hookem Chund's own evidence) of the latter's having refused to 
supply Oudhan with a sum of money after he had absconded, set fire at 
night to this unfortunate man's house and burnt, not only all his property, 
but the greater part of his family, he himself and his two grandsons being 
the only persons that survived. The Besident would not attempt to des- 
cribe how much he was affected on the receipt of the distressing intelligence, 
for although there was unfortunately no want of precedents of similar acts 
of barbarism and wild cruelty, insomuch that such burnings were the com- 
mon engine of revenge on that part of the frontier, yet there were so many 
lives lost in this single instance viz., about fourteen persons, that under this 
point of view, it bad, it was believed> exceeded what had for the most part 
been before experienced in the case of any one family. The Resident had 
done and would do everything in his power to alleviate the unhappy survi- 
vor's loss and sufferings, as well as to apprehend Oudhan and his son, who 
had taken refuge in the Nawab's territories either with Zalim or some other 
Raj Koomar chief in that quarter ; but as not only the Amil of the Nawab 
Vizier's Pergunnah of Aldebmow, but the prime minister of His Excellency 
at Lucknow, declared their total inability to cope with so powerful a rebel as 
Zalim Sing, and therefore avowedly allowed of his setting their country in 
flames with impunity, this dereliction of all Government on their part would 
evidently appear to the Governor General a veiy great obstacle to the bene- 
ficial or successful operation of any regulations on this side of the frontier ; 
as those who may be affected by them had only to pass over into the Na^ab's 
dominions, where they were secure from pursuit and could every night re- 
turn to commit the most atrocious depredations in the Company's dominions. 
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Captain Boujounier's march to the border was not however fruitless, 
as he at l.ist prevailed on Zalim Siug to enter into the usual Cabooleeut for 
his revenue, but all this was transacted by deputies on the part of the snid 
Sing, whose personal attendance nothing but force could have procured, and 
bad the Resident been inclined to use that means of reducing him to behavi- 
our becoming a subject, he would have kept out of his reach by retiring to 
his fort of Dwarka in Meapoor on His Excellency's side of the frontier. His 
example and the disturbances in Budlapoor had disseminated a spirit of 
turbulence among the other Zemindars in the Fergimnahs of Raury and 
Anglee that might yet require some exertions to quell, but the source and 
real spring of them might, the Resident thought, be fairly ascribed to the 
series of border troubles above mentioned, and very principally to Zalim 
Sing's first rising in arms and committing depredations at discretion in the 
Nawab's country and thence passing over into British territory, which no 
doubt greatly encouraged the son of Oudhan Sing, (who was said to be 
even a tenant and military retainer of Zalim's), to proceed to the extreme- 
ties of which he had been guilty. 

To devise a sufBcient remedy for evils of this nature was perhaps 
impossible whilst the Vizier allowed the same sort of people on his side of 
the bordeiB to commit such excesses with impunity, but this listlessness on 
the part of the Vizier's Government might, the Resident thought, be reme- 
died by application and recommendation to His Excellency from the Gover- 
nor General ; and for the rest it struck him that good might ensue, first 
by a proper line of boundary being fixed upon between the Nawab's and 
British districts, especially on the Jounpore side, where the present line 
was exceedingly intricate and complicated ; 2ndly, by a division, if possible, 
of the subjects on the two sides so as that no Raj Eoomar, in particular, 
should hold lands in b6th countries on the line of frontier, and Srdly and 
lastly, by dividing the three Fergunnahs of Jounpore, Raury and Anglee 
into distinct Amildarees, and by the Government appointing Suzawals, or 
collecting Superintendents to the two Talooks of Singramow and Budla- 
poor, a measure the Resident had found the happiest effects from during 
this year in the similarly turbulent district of Luknesur. The appointing 
of Suzawals from the beginning of next year to Budlapoor and Singramow 
would be no infringement on Sheo Lall Dobeb's five years' lease, as the 
Besident had taken the precaution to reserve this degree of discretion when 
the terms of it were concluded with him, but the separation of the three 
Fergunnahs could not certainly be now effected consistently with the lease, 
unless (as might happen) the Resident could procure the said Farmer's 
consent altogether to relinquish his interest in the said farm from the be- 
ginning of the next year for an equivalent, which the Resident might have 
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it in his power to bestow on him, viz., the single Pergannah of Bhowlee, 
now let to him for only one year, and from which the payment of his debt 
would be better secured than from Jounpore ; at the same time, that no 
diflSculty could occur in the collections of that single and well regulated 
Fergunnah. But what might take place in these respects was yet how- 
ever uncertain, excepting as far as regards the two Talooks aforesaid. 
Meanwhile the Resident trusted before the end of the year to be favour- 
ed with instructions for his guidance in respect to this very troublesome 
and responsible part of his duty in which the infliction of even necessary 
and salutary punishments might eventually be attended with effects (such 
as the loss of lives) so calculated to excite commisseration, whether well 
or ill-founded, and thence to lead to misconstruction of the circumstances 
by which they were occasioned. The Resident had therefore perhaps 
been rather more averse to the adoption of active military coercion in some 
instances than, from the uninfluenced .exercise of his own judgment, he 
otherwise might have been, more particularly in the case of some Qhurrees, 
or forts, which the Zemindars and farmers having in certain Pergunnahs 
converted their habitations into, or turned such strong-holds into their places 
of family abode, were thence encouraged to set the Amils to a certain de- 
gree at defiance. Unwilling in these cases to proceed to extremities, the 
Resident had endeavoured and had hitherto been able to carry on the ser- 
vice without having had recourse to them, but he had not been the lesa 
convinced that there were and might be some few instances wher^n moder- 
ate and well applied punishment in regard to the reduction of forts would 
be both justifiable and even salutary to the whole province, the particulars 
of one of which relative to a ghurree in Secunderpoor, were submitted, and 
the Resident would be happy to obtain the Governor General's opinion^ 
whether in a case such as was therein represented, the occasion would have 
been deemed to have justified the reduction of a fort or not 

The preceding description would convey a general idea of the state 
of the country by which it would, the Resident thought, appear to be, on 
the whole, nearly as prosperous as the short period it had had to recruit in 
could be supposed to admit of ; notwithstanding the partial troubles in the 
quarter of Jounpore which had in a great measure originated from the want 
of Government amongst our neighbours, the Nawab's subjects^ on that side. 

On the present subject the Resident might here add that the r^u- 
lations of the 25th of June had hitherto most generally operated in the 
large Sircar of Ghazeepoor, where the mode of ascertaining the crop by bxi* 
nual and actual measurement was most prevalent ; and least so, in the 
abovementioned districts farmed by Sheo Lall Dobeh. ia Jounpore, where 
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measurement was not used for the annual assessment of the rental, and 
where the revenue was paid by ryots, in general, without Abwab ; whence 
the' natiyes there had not been solicitous to adopt the new institutions, 
which were, however, as far as it was for the benefit of the people, adopted 
everywhere else, and constituted in all places a general barrier against op- 
pression, as the Zemindars and ryots knew that they might pay their revenue 
according to the principles therein laid down, if they preferred them to the 
circumstances of their former situations, and it would be his duty to enforce 
an adherence to them where adopted, and even gradually to introduce their 
observance throughout all the Zemindaree, without however forcing them on 
those places where from local circumstances they might not be so desirable 
to those for whose benefit they were intended. 

Before concluding this part of the address the Resident thought it 
proper to notice that he had lately had some correspondence with Messrs. 
Gilchrist and Charters relative to a difference between them and the Amil 
of the pergunnah of Ghazeepoor, concerning an additional lease of land taken 
by those gentlemen from that Amil to enable them (as they informed him) 
to execute their contract with the Company for 500 Maunds of Indiga At 
one time the Resident thought he must have to submit the circumstances 
of this case to the Governor General's decision ; but it was now so far ad- 
justed^ that he would not at present trouble the Board with it, in hopes 
there laight prove no ultimate occasion for his so doing. 

To the article of the regulations of the 25th of June which directed 
the al)olition of that mode of raising the revenue called Agoree Betay, or 
dividing the produce of the crop between the Amil and tenant after it is 
reaped, the Resident had been obliged to admit of some qualification, because 
there were a few Brahmins and Ateets in several pergunnahs, who, having 
been used to this privilege, held out against the innovation, and threatened, 
in their way, to cut, maim, and even destroy themselves, if the old practice 
was not adhered to in their favour, and some of the Amils having applied 
to him in Consequence, the Resident issued on the l7th of January, 1789, 
a publication disapproving of such threatenings on the part of the said 
Brahmins and Ateets, and declaring that the regulations must be enforced. 
But with the copies of this publication which were sent into every pergun- 
nahy the Resident addressed an order for the Amil's personal information^ 
signifying that as but few instances could occur of these obstinate Brahmins 
and others, (the former Agoree Betay system having only prevailed over a 
small proportion of the whole country), it was left and entrusted to the said 
Amil's discretion, and also expected of them, that they would not insist on 
exacting a money revenue from those few of that class of men who should 
continue obstinately to object and to threaten violence to their own persons 
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if the claims were persisted in ; but to consider that in such cases they were 
allowed a latitude, and even enjoined to esercise it, so far as not too much 
to insist on a money rent, till, and in such proportion as, they shall l)e able 
gradually to obtain the consent of the parties in question. This instruction 
had, the Resident believed, prevented all trouble or accident, at the same time 
that the original object was not given up or the regulation repealed. 

The custom peculiar to the Brahmins in this country and especi- 
ally amongst those of the two pergunnahs of Kuntit and of the Raja's Ja- 
gheer-pergunnah of Budohee of putting their old women to death when urged 
for their revenue, the Resident had already had occasion to mention in his two 
addresses under date the 1st of May and 1 7th of December 1788, but on neither 
of those occasions was any woman actually slain or even wounded. An occur- 
rence of this kind that had since happened in the Raja's Jagheer of Budohee, 
together with the information that the Resident had collected concerning this 
particular instance, as well as the practice in general, seemed to justify the 
proceedings he had held on it, at the end of which, as he had recorded his 
opinion, he begged leave to refer to it ; only here adding on the subject, that 
as far as it appeared to him, the custom in question was founded almost en- 
tirely on the inordinate pride and self-esteem in which this Brahminical tribe 
indulged themselves in this country, joined to a consideration of policy, as 
by the threat or practice of this horrid atrocity on the most aged females of 
their family, they become and in fact maintain themselves in a state of in- 
dependency of all power, civil or military. As far as Hindoos were concern- 
ed it was a received belief that the spirit of the female Brahmin, (who thus 
was made or in some instances did herself perhaps become a willing sacrifice 
to the security, and what, by a perversion of terms, was called the honor of 
her family), does for ever haunt and harass the party to whose act her 
death was imputed ; wherefore it was that the Raja employed none but Mo- 
hammedan resident Collectors in Budohee. As far as regards the present 
accident, although, from delicacy to the Raja, the Resident had never in- 
terfered in the interior or any other part of its administration, he never- 
theless thought it his duty, injustice to his management, here to declare, 
that after the most minute enquiry, which he made at the Raja's instance 
into the circumstances of this case, in which one female, voluntarily as would 
seem, took poison (in resentment, because peons were sent to bring one of 
her family for his revenue to the Raja's Cutcherry), and another woman was 
wounded, though, as it happened, not mortally, by one of the said Brahmins 
her relations, with a scimetar, the Resident could see no adequate provocation 
or injustice on the part of the Raja's Amil, but a great deal of insolence and 
sullen pride on the side of the Brahmin whose conduct occasioned the' 
catastrophe. Indeed so unreasonable was his conduct that some of his own 
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brethren declared against it at the time, and he became very sensible there- 
of himself, and apprehensive of the consequence by the time the enquiiy 
terminated. However all the resentment the Resident testified was a threat 
to expel him from the country if he ever hereafter behaved in a similar man- 
ner. Were the enquiry into this case not perhaps too long to admit of the 
Governor General's entire perusal of it, the Resident would wish that every 
part of it might pass under the strictest review of Government, as it 
not only exhibited a faithful state of the merits of this particular instance 
of the efifects of a passion which the Resident knew not a proper name for, 
but contained also testimony of the lengths the same practice was carried 
to before the expulsion of Cheyt Sing, and might be in some measure valu- 
able as exhibiting, so far, the very peculiar state of manners amonj? this 
order of men who, with their usual spirit of monopoly of science as well as 
in other beneficial instances, were here considered as possessing the ex- 
clusive right to sacrifice the weaker and more infirm females of their fami- 
lies for their own personal security, since for a man of a lower cast to have 
recourse to a similar expedient would be deemed the height of arrogance, 
and <lid not of course, the Resident believed, ever so much as enter into their 
minds. 

The Resident has now reached the last division of this address in which 
remained to be noticed those articles and queries contained in the commands 
of the 8rd of October that had not been replied to in the course of any of 
the preceding observations. 

In stating in his address of the 12th of September last the amount 
of the Raja's Jagheers at 3,12,358 rupees, the Resident meant their net pro- 
duce to him free of charges. 

The actual payments of the Raja, or rather of the Raj or Zemin- 
daree, (which the Governor General desired him to transmit instead of 
the average amount), would be for the most part found accurately stated 
as to each separate year in the fifth column of the second account referred 
to in the order of Government, as inserted in the body of his letter of the 
12th of September 1788 ; and from the aggregate of which the said average 
was drawn ; since what was payable each year as stated in that fifth co- 
lumn was actually paid with the exceptions of 1189 and 1191, as explained 
in the above mentioned letter. And in compliance with the requisition the 
aocompanjing statement* contained theRaja'sactual 
coining. payments, or the Company's receipts from the Mai 

and Sayer revenue funds of this Zemindaree from 1189 to 1195. The re- 
ceipts and surplus of the first year of this series were not, for the reason 
then assigned, included in the addition of the component parts of the six 
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sul:)sequent years on which the average then stated was struck ; and therefore 
the excess of collections in favour of Dirg Bejy Sing for that first year having 
been, through a wrong method of calculation, stated at 4,92,191-15-3 in- 
stead of 3,50,167, (which last is the real excess or surplus,) became of less 
coDsequence. However the Resident took this opportunity to make the cor« 
rection ; the error having been occasioned by adding that part of the annual 
deductions that Dirg Bejy claimed but which were not allowed, viz., 
1,42,024-15-3, to the real sui-plus of his collections from the countiy. 

In respect to the observation that some part of the Raja's depen- 
dants, meant to be provided for in the sum originally assigned for his and 
their support (to the amount, including Jagheers, of Rs. 902,741-15-0), might 
be paid from the Sudder charges of collection, the Resident had no doubt in 
expressing his belief that all the charges of the Sudder Cutcherry were 
meant to be defrayed from these supposed funds of about Nine Lacs. This 
would, he thought, evidently appear from a consideration to what these Sud- 
der Cutch^ry charges were composed of, amounting altogether to 1,51,208-7-0, 
which being deducted fas seemed just andright) from thesumof 9,02,741-15-0 
left 7,51,533-8-0, from which deducting further the amount of Ousan Sing's 
Jagheer (which that person was in the separate enjoyment of) to the amount 
of 54,000 rupees, there remained 6,97,533-8. Subtracting from this the 
real remaining Jumma or rental which the Raja derived from his Jagheer 
viz., 3,12,358, the deficiency to make up the estimated Nine Lacs and up- 
wards was reduced to rupees 3,85,175-8, which the Resident did not him- 
self believe to have ever been realizable, being sunk in the four lacs which 
were specified in the first statement of the general settlement of Benares in 
1781 " to be profits enjoyed by the Baboos, which may now be resumed," but 
this resumption, although it did appear to have been attempted in the first 
year of the present Raja's tenure, was certainly not effected by any equiva- 
lent and real addition to the Mofussil settlement ; which has, on the contrary, 
continued ever since to fall much below the standard of the year of Cheyt 
Sing's expulsion. 

It might be here observed that the Raja possessed no longer the per- 
gunnah of Mohaitch as a Jagheer, that pergunnah having been resumed on 
Dirg Bejy Sing's failure, as having been considered to have been for the sup- 
port of his office of Naib. In lieu thereof, the Raja had obtained the two 
pergunnah of Ehera and Mungrore, which were more than an equivalent^ 
and the calculation contained in ihe preceding paragraph did not of course 
include Mohaitch, but contained the Jumma of Ehera and Mungrore. 

As the Governor General in Council had, as was very reasonable, 
supposed that the annual surplus of the public collections made a comfor- 
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table addition to the Raja's income, the Resident called upon him to state 
how much he had realized in this way annually since his accession to the 
Raj. From his answer to this it appeared that he disclaimed all knowledge 
of the public receipts and disbursements, and of course disavowed having 
received any part of the said surpluses (which appeared in the 9th column 
of the 2nd account inserted in Resident's address of September) previous to 
the Fuslee year 1192, since which he did admit having realized somo'small 
sums, but stated that in .all, to the end of 1194, they only amounted to 
Rupees 25,814-4, whereas for the deficiency of revenue in the end of 1193 
Fuslee, he was obliged to pay or advance Rupees 40,000, so that instead of 
being hitherto any gainer he would, according to this statement, seem to be 
a loser of about a lac of Rupees, by his responsibility for the public revenue 
since the period that he had been Raja of Benares. But the Resident had 
some reason to think that, if it could serve any good purpose to enter into 
an examination of the accounts of the past years, the Raja would appear to 
have received or expended somewhat more of these surpluses than he chose 
now to acknowledge ; as during the year 1192 Fuslee, in which the surplus 
ought to be as stated in the already cited account, 2,07,609-14-3, the Raja 
was, the Resident understood, charged by Cashmeery Mull, his native trea- 
surer, with having received sums thereof to the amount of above 1,20,000 
Rupees, of which however the Raja himself took no notice in his letter to 
the Resident. 

Not being himself, even ostensibly, concerned in these accounts far- 
ther than regards the year 1194 (at the end of which Resident took charge)^ 
and his aforesaid account, as transmitted in September last, stating a sur- 
plus of Rs. 70,811-8-0 for the year, (which also the Raja had not directly 
noticed) the Resident thought it proper now to submit in the account the 
particulars of the expenditure of this sum, as extracted from the public ac- 
counts here, although he had in no respect been really responsible on this 
head ; these several disbursements having all been made previous to his arri- 
val or entering into the charge of the Residency ; but the Resident added 
that were he answerable there appeared nothing but what seemed fair and 
proper on the face of the account in question. 

The Resident had in obedience to instructions endeavoured to procure 
the most authentic estimate in his power of the Raja's expenses, without 
calling upon him for the particulars thereof, from which it did not appear 
that his current and ordinary disbursements could exceed a lac of Rupees an- 
nually. There was in fact no doubt but that, considering the style of his liv- 
ing, he was amply provided for from the three lacs and upwards which he 
received from his Jagheers, besides which he derived no doubt some annual 
I^ofits from his own 2iemindaree of Gungapoor and the other lands of Rah- 
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loopoor and Kerowna, which although nominally rented hy the old Ratiee, 
the widow of Bulwunt Slug, he might reasonably be supposed to have a 
joint interest in. 

The style of the Raja's expenses was in the Resident s opinion fav 
from extravagant, and even mucli less than what was suitable to his rank 
and station, but having been long brought up without hopes of attaining to 
the Raj, and since kept in a state of political depression nnder Naibs and 
Managers, his mind seemed, from the habit of subjection it had contracted, 
not very susceptible of expanding in proportion to the rise of his fortune ; 
though it was difficult to say what alteration might in this respect be ob« 
tained were he placed in the free and altogether uncontrolled management 
of his country, a measure which the Resident still thought might possibly 
answer the intentions of Qoveruinent ; yet the Resident esteemed the risk 
of his failure too great to desire that Government should make such an ex- 
periment upon the ground of any positive recommendation on his part. This 
much however seemed certain, that in all countries, and more especially in 
those of the East, divided or broken authority and rule of Government 
could hardly succeed so well as a single and uncontrolled administration. 

The relinquishment by the Government of the Raja's engagement 
to pay the balance of 1191 Fuslee to the original amount of Rs. 3,14,655-2, 
seemed equally founded on just expediency and strict equity ;. on the first, 
because there were no available resources to pay the arrear from ; and 2ndly, 
because had the Raja been properly answerable for this balance, (which 
could not be in equity, as it was incurred when he had no share in the ma- 
nagement of the country) yet as Government had been unable to perform 
their part of one of the material conditions of the contract concliided on this 
subject with Mr. Grant, namely to realize from Cashmeery Mull the sum of 
al)out Rupees 1,25,000, the Raja might with propriety have objected to any 
further payment of his stipulated instalments on account of this debt, till 
Government had enabled him to recover the* said amount thereof; but, to 
do him justice, the Resident believed, anndea of this kind never occurred to 
him, notwithstanding which he had intended to have represented the seem- 
ing hardship of his situation in that respect to the Governor General, when 
both he and Resident were unexpectedly relieved by the haiuaue order of 
Government. 

Before however it arrived, the Raja had in the course of 1194 aad 
1195 paid, partly from the funds pointed out to him by Mr. Grant, and 
partly from the surplus of the collections of 1 ] 94, the sum of Rs. 1,64,655-2, 
80 that there only remained unliquidated a claimable residue of Rupees 
1^50,000^ of which the greatest part was recoverable from Cashmeery MulL 
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From such pai-t of the funds originally destined for the liquidation 
of this balance as continued to be still applicable to that object, only Rs. 
10,940-5, weie last year realized, and, as the Raja paid Rupees 50,000 of 
this old balance witliin the same period, about 40,000 Rupees thereof 
must of course have been exclusively appropriated towards the current 
revenue. In fact the funds originally assigned by the late Resident, as 
concerted between him and the Raja for the liquidation of this debt, have 
nearly all of them, through the great defalcation in the resources for the 
geueral curreut rental, became altogether or the next thing to, quite falla- 
cious, as every resource of the country at large was required and after all 
found inadequate to the payment of its current assessment. 

The Raja shotild cettainly be on every account impressed with an 
idea of the just and honourable iutentioDS of Government to\^ards him ; 
but with respect to the three Adawluts of Qhazeepoor, Jounpore and 
Mirzapoor, he had, the Resident believed, no conception that the estab^ 
lishments thereof were liable to be charged to his account, because he 
did not desire their institution, and could hardly form just ideas of the use 
of them. There was however little or no doubt but they bad proved already 
eminently advantageous. The mart of Mirzapoor was thronged with in- 
habitants, and abont 100 Beegahs of land have within the last twelve 
months been taken into its circuit on which had been erected the new and 
capital quarter called the MuhuUa Engrezee or English ward. The town of 
Ghazeepoor had also improved as well in point of trade as population. As to 
Jounpore, it was not from its situation and the class of its principal inhabi- 
tants 80 capable of advancement in these respects, but the Adawlut cannot 
be productive of any other than good effects to the community at that place. 

That the prosperity of Benares may be made to depend "upon the 
operation of permanent regulations" the former part of this address would, 
the Resident thought, afford some probability of. But thoroughly to effect 
this or any other systematic establishment, a due exertion of perseverance 
and personal attention in the chief manager was requisite, without which 
all attempts at reform must be nugatory, and, therefore, as such attention, 
of any continuance, was not, he feared, to be expected from the Raja, the 
Resident still thought that the institution of a Revenue Court, such as was 
suggested in his letter of the 12th of September and the rule for whose 
guidance should be the regulations of the 25th of June 1788, was an 
essentially necessary preliminary to the flaja's being reinvested with the 
management of the country ; for it seemed too probable that had he conti- 
nued to carry on the collections with as little anxiety for the welfare of the 
country, and so much solicitude at all events to realize the assessed rental, 

H 
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the consequence might and would have sunk the resources of the Zemin* 
daree several lacs annually^ so that not even for this^ and still less for the 
subsequent years, would he have been able to pay the Government's 
Jumma within a very large sum indeed. He would, in short, have, in the 
Resident's belief and opinion, been speedily and perhaps irretrievably in- 
volved in that distress which the Government orders of the 3rd of October 
had, he trusted, successfully anticipated and guarded against. 

At the same time, in justice to the Raja, the Resident must observe 
that he entered on the management in the beginning of last year at rather 
an unfavorable period, when, for the gratification of his own mistaken poli" 
tical views, he had prevented the cultivation of the country for 1195, and 
when^ had even every care been taken to that end, a diminution and not an 
increase on the Mofussil settlement should have taken place to enable the 
country to recruit from the state of decay it had long been in. These cir- 
cumstances, although they could not then be accurately or certainly known 
by the Resident, yet could not have been hidden from the Raja, and by his 
not attending to them, joined to all the other circumstances detailed in the 
present and the former address of the 12th of September, his attempted 
management had suffered a sudden interruption, attended with discredit to 
himself and the most imminent danger of serious loss to Government. 

The business of the settlement and the multiplied current avoca- 
tions of the Resident's station, together with a desire not to disgust the 
Canoongoes in the present stage of the new settlement, had prevented him 
from proceeding yet to a thorough arrangement of their departments, but 
he trusted he should have a little more time to allot to this and some other 
inferior duties incumbent on him. The Canoongoes were now, or ought 
to be, effectually independent of the Amils, enjoying each of them se* 
parate portions of land in each pergunnah, which, as already stated, con- 
stituted a deduction from the gross settlement, or, in fact, a charge to 
Government of Rupees 43,225,-3-6. It was surprizing what an influence 
they had already acquired within the few years that they had been re-es** 
tablished ; insomuch that the Amils found themselves for the most part 
quite unable to collect their Kists without their immediate aid and agency, 
and although their influence could not well be too great, were they always 
actuated by motives of honesty and fair dealing, yet several instances had 
during this year come before the Resident where they had, instead of assist- 
ing, even appeared to impede the collections through motives of ani* 
mosity to the Amil, or to reduce him to an acquiescence in their interested 
terms. In such cases the Resident's interference had generally obviated 
the ill consequence, but there were some Canoongoes whom by way of 
example he intended to dismiss before the end of the year, and to appoint 
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others in their stead, not at all of their family ; as adhering to the same 
line of consanguinity would almost entirely defeat the object of their re- 
moval 

The Resident had also still in view to make some permanent provi- 
sion for the Cazees throughout the district, which he hoped to be able to 
report by the end of this Fuslee year. 

That this report of the revenue concerns of the country might 
be as complete as possible, the Resident had added to the vouchers ac- 
companying it an account exhibiting the present reduced amount of the 
Maafy Mamooly, (all which did at present form a part of the Mujray 
noticed in detailing the present year's settlement), which exhibited also a 
comparative view between the several articles thereof as they now stood 
and what they were in the end of 1194. The first article, being Rupees 
7,437-3-9, consisted of charitable allowances paid to women and others 
from the Cutwally and Rahdary duties at Jounpore, but when these were 
utterly abolished in March last, the Resident did not think himself autho- 
rized to order the payments in question to be charged on the remaining 
funds of the Custom House, although the resumption might have fallen 
with severity on some of the former Pensioners. 

The account contained in the voucher exhibited the particulars of the 
free lands in Benares as far as they were known, but of 1,061 J villages under 
this denomination the value could not even be with any accuracy estimat- 
ed, from their not having been for many years measured or enquired into. 
Perhaps the value of the whole might be between a lac and a half or two lacs 
of Rupees, and the Resident thought they could not be lower than this gross 
estimation though very possibly they might exceed it 

The Resident asked indulgence for the length of this address which 
was solely to be imputed to the .earnest desire he entertained of rendering 
Government as completely acquainted as possible with the state of this 
country, the general tenor of all his most material proceedings in it, and the 
real consequences with which they had been attended, or which might be 
likely to ensue from them. The Resident had used and would continue 
to exert his beat endeavours to render himself worthy of the confidence re- 
posed in him : and it would afford him the highest satisfaction, and greatly 
encourage and animate him to proceed with the task in which he had eng- 
aged, to be honored with the further instructions of (Jovemment in respect 
to every article which might be thought to deserve notice or to require 
amendment. 

A3 the Resident had had the painful task of pleading throughout 
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this address the necessity of lightening the burthens on the country, instead 
of increasing them, and as such increase was nevertheless proposed by his 
predecessor, who no doubt saw the object then in a practicable point of 
view, he bad subjoined a statement of those proposed augmentations to the 
public revenue with such cursory remarks as the present view of circum'* 
stances had suggested in respect to them. 

In acknowledging the above report it was stated that Government 
had bestowed such attention to this communica- 

From Governor General in . . .1111 

Ciiuiicil to KeHident dated tion as the importance of it merited, and that the 
I7tb une details entered into could not but prove as satis- 

factory to the Court of Directors as they had been to them. Such parts of 
the address particularly as required observation or orders would now be re- 
plied to. 

The general state of the country at the present period, compared 
with its condition at the time when Mr. Duncan was appointed to the im- 
portant charge of superintending it, had attracted the particular notice 
of the Board, and they had examined the Resident's report on this materi- 
al point with a view to form a judgment upon the propriety of their Re- 
solutions for interfering in the detail of the business, as well as upon the 
measures adopted by him with respect to the revenues and country at large. 
His report further enabled them to trace the character of the Raja by just 
conclusions derived from his conduct, and to form a determinate opinion 
upon the capacity of the countiy to furnish a tribute due to this Govern- 
ment and an easy and honorable provision for the proprietor. 

Upon these points the general result appeared to be that from the 
period of the expulsion of Cheyt Singh up to the date of Mr. Duncan's ap- 
pointment, the prosperity of the Zemindaree of Benares had greatly de- 
clined ; that this decline appeared to have proceeded from the incapacity 
of the Raja to control his officers and affairs, augmented by the subordi- 
nation in whicli he was placed with regard to his Naibs, to irregularity in 
the conduct of those Naibs, and the natural conseqences thereof, confu- 
sion and disorder in the interior detail of the collections ; to an improper 
selection of Amils and the oppressions exercised or connived at by them ; 
to the want of Courts of Justice for the country at large and of r^ula-* 
tions for limiting and preventing exaction. 

The prosperity of the country seemed further particularly to have 
been affected by the heavy increase attempted to be levied from it in the 
year 1195 ; by the unfrugal expedients which the Raja resorted to for that 
purpose and by his inattention to promote the cultivation of the country 
by due advances of money to the Ryots and encouragement of them. 
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Tljat from these several causes a balance was incurred by the Raja 
on Lis stipulations to the end of 1193, amounting to 3,14,655 Rupees, and 
that at the close of 1195, the ordinary assets for making good the revenue due 
by the Raja for that year and the proportion of the old balances, amount- 
ing in the aggregate to 39,01,732, proved deficient in the sum of 2,05,662. 
It was further apparent that under the pressure of the Government demands 
upon the Raja, combined with his incapacity and want of resolution to adopt 
salutary regulations for the restoration of the prosperity of the country 
by relieving the Ryots from exaction and aflFording them security against 
arbitriary demands, the resources must annually have diminished, equally 
to the loss of the Government and injury of the Raja himself. 

The Board's concern in observing the insufficency of the ordinary 
funds in 1196 for making good the stipulations to Government for that 
year was more than counterbalanced by the following considerations : — that 
in the present state of the Zemindaree no provision could have been made 
for the complete discharge of the amount without rack renting the country, 
and inducing future impoverishment ; that the ryots had been relieved from 
many impositions in their nature arbitrary and in their amount unlimited ; 
that by due regulations a bar had been placed to future exaction, and that 
the demands upon the ryots had been simplified and rendered definite ; that 
the public revenue had been provided for in real and ascertained funds, to 
the general advantage of all responsible for it, and that confidence and 
security bad been established. 

When the Board further considered that these objects had been pro- 
moted and attained by the abolition of duties and tolls, affecting the com- 
merce of the country and community at large, they had no hesitation in 
affirming that the diminution of the Jumma was expedient and necessary 
and a moderate sacrifice to the future prosperity of the country, with 
which the interests of the British nation were so immediately connected. 

Having premised these general remarks arising from the informa- 
tion communicated by the Resident, the Board proceeded to reply more 
particularly to the Resident's letter after observing that the result suggested 
the highest approbation of the zeal, activity, candour and ability so emi- 
nently displayed by him, not only in the propositions which he had made 
for promoting the prosperity of the country, and in the expedients adopted 
for this purpose, but equally so in the firmness and regularity with which 
they had been executed and explained. 

The Board did not think it necessary to enter more particularly into 
the measures relating to the year 1195 further than to remark, that the 
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expedients discovered by the Resident for suppljring the deficiency had 
their approbation, and that they entirely admitted the propriety of his 
reasoning on the application of the funds arising from the Raja's Ji^heer 
Fergunnah of Kera Mungrore and amounting to Rs. 85,000. With respect 
to the other sum of 85,000 Rs. advanced by Sheolal Dobeh in consi- 
deration of certain stipulations agreed to by the Raja, although, in the 
opinion of the Board, the principle was objectionable as tending to an an* 
ticipation of future resources, they could not, under the leading circum- 
stances of the transaction, object to it. 

The discussion preceding the measures adopted for the settlement 
of 1196 and the Resident's ultimate determination to relinquish the pro- 
posed idea of a measurement and to abide by the Canoongoe's reports and 
estimates^ compared and corroborated with the other information pointed 
out, were equally just and proper. The abolition of the Nuzzurana, Bur- 
haee and Rusooms, and the reduction of the various articles composing 
the revenue to thfe denomination of Mai only, had already been approved 
by the Board in part, and were now wholly confirmed. The abolition of 
the monopoly of Sujjee was indispensable, and the restruction of the Sud* 
der and Mofussil Kistbundee to their former periods was equally wise and 
expedient. The Board had referred to the form of the Cabooleeut execu- 
ted by the Amils and approved the terms and precision with which it was 
drawn. They observed however the term etcetCBra at the end of the 
established articles of deduction and though they concluded that no incon- 
venience or discussion would arise from the use of it, yet they would ra- 
ther have wished that the articles to which it referred had been specifically 
stated. 

The Board would defer pCMsixig any opinion upon the Istumraree 
Sunnuds until they received the Resident's general report upon this subject 
as intimated in the paragraph referred to. 

The Board confirmed the resumption of tlie alienated villages. 

The motives which induced the Resident to admit the Raja's rea- 
soning for granting an indulgence respecting the alienated Jagheer and 
farm of Hurrooa justified the small allowance made on this account. 

The Board approved the Resident's proposition to the Raja for 
a reduction of the horse and footmen, whether really or nominally main- 
tained by him for the service of the collections, and were happy to find 
that he had carried the proposition into eflfect. In referring to the corres- 
pondence which passed between him and the Raja, they observed with 
<Treat satisfaction the readiness with which Resident met the Raja's sug- 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



SETTLEMENT OF THE PROVINCE OF BENARES. 119 

gestion for offering his advice regarding the settlement, and the fairness 
and candour with which he discussed the Raja's arguments. It was hoped 
that this consent would make a due impression upon the Raja and tend 
to his improvement. The Board saw no reason for admitting any alteration 
in Resident's proceedings in consequence of the Raja's communications ; 
the only practicable suggestion intimated by the Raja was for an extension 
of the leases, which was with propriety adopted, and in the choice of the 
Amils. The Board placed greater reliance upon the Resident's judgment 
than upon the Raja's discretion. 

The arrangement for the liquidation of Sheolal Dobeh's demand was 
just and expedient, and the nomination of Sunker Pundit to the manage- 
ment of Secunderpore was not only preferable to the Raja's suggestion 
but highly proper in itself. 

The defalcation in the resources occasioned by the adjustment in 
favor of Bulwunt Sing's widow was too trifling to justify any alteration in 
the arrangements. On general principles the Board would wish the districts 
assigned to women in this predicament to be as limited as possible. 

The Board had referred to the Resident's proceedings of the 19th 
January containing the Sunnuds to Raja Adil Shah, and although they 
could not but admit the hardships of his case and the apparent injustice 
of the resolutions depriving him of his Jagheer, the reflections arising from 
this admission must be transferred to the grant and cannot impugn the 
principles upon which the Resolutions of Government were formed. Sheo- 
lal Dobeh had certainly a claim to the reimbursement of the loan made 
by him to Raja Adil Shah, under the sanction of public authority, and the 
Board therefore approved Resident's flnal arrangement of the settlement 
for the Pergunnahs Burhur and Agoree, including the stipulation for the 
discharge of Sheolal's claim. 

The ejection of Sheo Dyal from Bominiah, and the substitution of 
Drig Pal had the Board's approbation. 

The Board remarked that the accounts and detail of the settlement 
were perfectly clear and satisfactory, and, under the precautions adopted 
with respect to the Canoongoes, must be deemed a fair exhibition of the 
actual available resources of the revenue. They entirely approved the 
settlement and Resident's proceedings upon the same, which they had 
frequently reverted ta 

The appropriation of the fund set apart for the liquidation of Sheo- 
Ud Dobeh's debt would in future be a just augmentation of the assets ; 
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but the Board entirely concurred with the Resident in deeming it unaJ- 
visable to attempt to levy from the country, as heretofore, the sum of 
43,225 Bs. alienated from the rental as an allowance to the Canoongoes, 
as it was conceived that such an attempt would, for the present at least, 
prove injurious in a degree beyond the advantages derived from the rea- 
lization of the amount. 

Notwitbstaqding the deficiency of Rs. l,01,8J4-J5-4 on a comparison 
of the settlement with the demand of the Company upon Benares, the 
Board were by no means willing to adopt any measures for supplying this 
^.mount that might have a tendency to shake the con^dence of the inhabi- 
tants of the province on Government, or to induce then) to impeach its 
humanity. Whatever ii^crease n>ight arise from the customs was a fair 
resource, but any diminution of charitable allowances to the pensioners 
would be highly unadvisable and of course the Board disclaimed it But 
they were not equally aware of the impropriety of an investigation of the 
Mofussil allowances and charges comprehended in the sum of 83,156-11-6, 
under a limitation that extravagance only be retrenched, and that charitable 
donations be confirmed. Some investigation therefore with a view to as- 
certain the particular nature and necessity of these charges the Board 
would recommend, and if the result of a partial enquiry should be such as 
to show any prospect of increasing the public funds by a revisal of the 
whole, the Board would further recommend the prosecution of it to a 
completion. This was left to the Resident to form his own judgment on, 
but it was not wished that it should be carried on with an economical 
rigour that might diminish the just rewards of service, or with a strictness 
that might disgust or distress any objects of compassion. The charges 
of the Moolky Civil and Criminal Courts, as the Raja was not responsible 
for the realization of the settlement, fell of course upon the Company, but 
if the settlement had been made by him, they could not, under the circum- 
stances of the district, place them with propriety to the Raja*s account 
The profits arising from opium were npt mentioned in the Resident's 
address, as not indeed belonging in^n^ediately tq the subject of it, but, ip. 
comparing the expected receipts with the Company's demands upon the 
Province, they ought to be considered. 

The Board were happy after all to observe that the revenues of 
next year, supposing the estimated receipts of the customs to be enhanced 
in the proportion thought possible, viz. Rs, 50,000, would supply a suflR- 
cient fund for the discharge of the Rya*s stipulation to the Conapany and 
(hat his ability would be progressively greater until the close of the leases. 

Although an objection arose to the insertion of an amount as the 
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Jumma of Benares duriug the current year which could not be expected 
to be realizeil, yet in the Board's opinion the statement of the settlement 
ehould not on this account undeigo an alteration. The settlement was 
permanent, and the deficiency was temporary. The necessity and circum- 
fiiaiices of tl*e latter had l)eeB fully explained by the Resident, and that no 
mistake might arise from adopting this mode of settlement, the Board 
would direct the Accountant General to allow in his estimate on account of 
deficiency of the Benares revenue the sum of 76,814-15-4}, being the re- 
mainder of 1,01,81 4j-15-4, after deducting from it Rs. 25,000 only on 
account enhanced receipts of customs. The Board purposely assumed an 
iimouQt less than Besident's Estimate, and they thought this mode prefer- 
jMe to his proposal of adopting the average sum of 38,42,689-1 4-6, for the 
reveaue demandable by the Company during the current year, as being 
founded on actual or estimated resources. 

The Board could not penise without great satisfnction the Resident's 
ol nervations on the l»eneficial effects of the settlement with regard to the 
peace and happiness of the country, which were confirmed by the general 
information individually received by them. The Regulations of the 25th 
June 1788 were well calculated to promote these objects, and a steady 
adherence to them, as a Dustoor-vl-ATnid for the Province at large, would 
be the surest means of rendering these benefits permanent. 

That the natives would at once adopt the spirit of these regulations 
was not to be expected, since in all countries, and particularly in Bengal, 
an attachment to established customs and abuses was found to oppose the 
introduction of new and beneficial rules of practice. That so much had 
been accomplished, the Board could only attribute to the Resident's inter- 
ference, and attention to hear and redress revenue complaints, and to give 
currency to his own regulations by his own practice. They were particu- 
larly happy to find that the habit of employing Sepoys in the business of 
the collections had been so much diminished, and they had no doubt that 
the necessity of their employment at all would shortly be almost entirely 
euperseded. 

Tha Board had perused with great attention the information rela- 
ting to the three descriptions of persons in the Pergunnah of Jounpore 
and its dependencies, viz, the tribe of Rajkoomars, descended from Raja 
Pithorah, the inhabitants of Talook Singramow, and those near the 
Mehal of Jounpore. 

It was evident that from the natural spirit of turbulence and in- 
dependence of the first class, the pcrverseness and violence of the second, 
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and the habit of resistance familiar to the third, encouraged in each case 
by their situation on the borders of the territories of Oudh and Benares, 
occasional troubles would arise, and that lenity and indulgence would not 
always prevent them, but a conduct towards these people regulated by 
these principles and supported by the severity of justice, when its laws 
have been notoriously or violently infringed, would in time operate to the 
extinction of the spirit of litigiousness or independence assumed by these 
people. The encouragement of an immediate intercourse between Resident 
and the principal people of the districts mentioned would also prove a 
means of preventing disorder, by inducing them to resort to him instead 
of appealing to resistance for the vindication of their own real or preten- 
ded rights, and the Board were happy to find that this measure was a- 
dopted in the case of the two Talookdars of Singramow and Budlapoor. 

Under the circumstance of Sheolal's nomination to the farm of 
Jounpore, it did not appear to the Board that Resident could have made 
a better choice, or that he was in any respect culpable either for the dispute 
with the Canoongoes of Bhowlee, or for the consequence attending the 
behaviour of Oudhan Sing in assulting the peon. 

But Sheolal's conduct in attempting to infringe the permanency of 
the lease of Budlapore was evidently as imprudent and censurable as 
Resident's conduct in resisting it was proper and judicious. The Board con- 
curred with the Resident as to the consequences of Sheolals act, that by 
accepting proposals from the family and vassals of Bulwunt Sing be 
could not fail to create a divided interest and mutual dissensions. 

The march of Captain Bonjounier to suppress the disturbances 
excited by Zalim Sing was very proper, and it was hoped that the eflfect of it 
would be beneficial. It was certainly a desirable object that Zalim Sing 
should be apprehended, or at least that he should submit in person, but 
under the circumstances of his situation, the less formal act of allegiance 
and submission on his part by entering into the usual Cabooleeut for his 
revenue was as much as could be expected. The Board thought that every 
method should be adopted to apprehend Oudhan Sing and particularly his 
son Goordut, the perpetrators of an act of barbarism by which so many 
lives were inhumanly destroyed. 

The propositions submitted by the Resident for remedying these 
disorders bad engaged particular attention and after due consideration the 
Board had determined upon the entire adoption of them. The Governor 
General would accordingly intimate them to His Excellency the Vizier, and 
instructions would hereafter be issued for the execution of them. In the 
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meantime the Board had the most perfect reliance in Resident's discretion 
for the suppression of such teniporary disturbances as might arise, and 
which must be in some degree unavoidable. 

Upon an attentive perusal of the proceedings relating to the con- 
duct of Kowree Misr and Gulab Misr, the Board had no hesitation in 
pronouncing that the determination to destroy the fort held by them would 
have been highly proper and justifiable. The very terms of Gulab Misr s 
Arzee to the Resident calhng his fort a place of security and an asylum for 
his honor against the Raja's people, showed an assumption of independency 
which ought to be suppressed. The conduct of these people was, from the 
first, a series of procrastination, concerted evasion and determined dis- 
obedience, and it was therefore recommended that upon the firat instance 
of any refusal on their part to pay their revenue or of any act of disobe- 
dience, they be summoned to appear before the Resident to answer for 
their conduct, and unless they should comply with the requisition and give 
satisfaction for their behaviour, that Resident should proceed to order the 
destruction of the fort and these instructions would be his guide in similar 
instances in future. The Board agreed with the Resident in opinion that 
there might be some few instances wherein moderate and well applied 
punishment in regard to the reduction of forts might be salutary to the 
whole province. 

The Board observed that Messrs. Gilchrist and Charters did not, in 
consequence of their contract to supply a quantity of indigo, derive any 
particular privilege or permis.sion from Government for renting land in 
Benares, but they were to be considered, in this respect, as if they had no 
contract at all Attempts for the improvement of this valuable manufac- 
ture deserved encouragement, but the good behaviour of those concerned in 
it could alone give them a title to that encouragement. 

The relaxation in the execution of the regulations for abolishing the 
Agoree Betay, without changing the principle of the regulations or repeal- 
ing them, was a necessary and proper modification of them in compliance 
with inveterate prejudices. 

The description of the conduct of the Brahmins given by the Re- 
ttdent was as interesting as it was as deplorable, and to have subjects influ- 
enced by passions terminating in such atrocious acts could not but be 
deemed a great misfortune to any Government. 

It was however a great satisfiaotion to the Board that the particular 
instances mentioned in which the parties suffered, either by self-violence 
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or that of others, could not be imputed to any improper conduct on the part 
of the Raja* 8 officers. 

The Board need not mention, in the event of any similar instances 
recurring, the necessity of a minute investigation into them, with a view 
to ascertaining how far they were imputable to the passion, pride and re- 
sentment of the parties, or to any improper behaviour of the Amils. 

Whatever allowance might be due to the pi-ejudices of the Brah- 
minical tribe, the Board had an irresistible motive to oppose the operation 
of such as terminated in murder, and thought that this crime should meet 
with its due punishment, whatever prejudice might have suggested. To waive 
the infliction of punishment might be understood to give a sanction to the 
crime. 

The Board thought therefore that a proclamatkm should be issued 
to this effect, with a further notice that the families of persons murdering 
any one, in resentment for the conduct of an Amil in demanding the 
revenue, would be for ever banished from the Zemindaree. On the other 
hand, the notification might be accompained with assurances of the strict* 
est justice, in case the demands upon them should be unjust or the conduct 
of the Amil oppressive ; and after such publication the first crime of this 
nature when proved should be punished. The Board were of opinion that 
the repetition of the crime would be rare, when an example had been made 
of the guilty, and they accordingly directed that the mode of proceeding 
here pointed out be adopted, unless the Resident should have well groutt- 
ded apprehensions that it might lead to the commission of the crime which 
it was meant to prevent, or that there were objections to it, which it might 
be necessary to state for- the Board's final determination Hpon the subject. 

The Board were happy to find that under the economical disposi- 
tion of the Raja, a considerable surplus was left to him from the increase 
of his Jagheer, and that the future revenue of his Zemindaree would sup- 
ply an addition to it. Under these circunastances the Board would leave 
the determination of the quantum of the tribute to be demanded from the 
Raja to the judgment of the Court of Directors, to whom the deficiency 
on the estimated funds for his personal expenses, at the time when the tri- 
bute was fixed, would be pointed out. 

The restoration of the Raja to the administration of his country 
w^as a matter of serious and important consideration. The Board sincere- 
ly wished that his abilities were such as to render the measure compatible 
with the good of the country, but they were thoroughly convinced that the 
execution of it at present would prove the destructioa of that system of 
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reformation and regularity which the Resident had so strenuously and 
saccessfuUy labored to introduce. As the beneficial consequence of tlie 
Resident's conduct and regulations became in the progress of time appa- 
rent, they could not fail to make an impression upon the Raja, favorable to 
the permanency of the system ; and if he could be induced to reflect upon 
the consequences of the measures which he pursued, he must be sensible, that 
by a temporary deprivation of his management, he had escaped a loss which 
would otherwise have been unavoidable. The Rnja ought at the same 
lime to acknowledge that the Government had submitted to a deficiency 
in the amount of revenue, which he was bound to pay, from a motive only 
of rendering him more capable of discharging it in future, without any in- 
tention of demanding an augmentation in proportion to the improved 
abilities of his Zemindai*ee. 

The Board looked forward however to a period when the adminis- 
tration might again with safety be restored to him, and although the Resi- ^^ 
dent's conduct furnished the most useful lesson for his instruction, they 
wished that no opportunity should be omitted of explaining to him the 
principles of the same, the necessity of a systematical adherence to them 
and of a constant and steady application to business ; and if the notifica- 
tion could be imparted without risk to the Resident's influence, and without 
exciting apprehensions in the fanners, it might be proper to suggest Gov- 
ernment's intention of recommitting the management to him as soon as 
they were satisfied that his abilities were equal to it. 

The utility of the Courts of Justice and the indispensable necessity 
of regulating the determination of justice by fixed laws, instead of discre- 
tion, should be on all occasions inculcated on the Raja, as from habit and 
education he could not be qualified to form a just idea upon these subjects. 
It was not without reluctance that Government adopted measures repug- 
nant to the spirit of the Pottah by which he held his Zemindaree, but the 
necessity of the case admitted no suspense, and in fact the establishment of 
Resident's authority was no more than a substitution for the control of 
Naibs, to which he had been bound to submit. 

On the relinquishment of the unpaid balance of the year 1191, no 
remarks were necessary. It was a satisfaction to the Board to find the expe- 
diency of tfie measure estaUished by the accurate information which had 
been supplied on the funds of Benares. To have persisted in the demand 
would certainly have involved the Raja in distress and occasioned much 
well-founded dissatisfaction in his mind. 

The Board contemplated with great pleasure the beneficial effects of 
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the institution of the Adawluts at Qhazeepore and Mirzapore and the in- 
crease of commerce and population. They entirely concurred in the 
propriety of establishing a Revenue Court as suggested by the Resident 
in his letter of the 1 2th September, constituting the Regulations of the 
12th June 1788 as the rule of guidance, previous to the investiture of the 
Raja with the management of his country, and, although Resident's per- 
sonal attention might not render the establishment of it immediately 
necessary, the Board left it to his discretion to make it whenever he might 
think proper. 

The introduction of leases for a number of years appeared to the 
Board to be the best expedient to destroy the excessive influence obtained 
by the Canoongoes, as, on the other hand, that influence must increase by 
a frequeut change of renters. The institution however was essentially 
necessary, and the Board could not regret the diminution in the public 
funds applied to the m9,intenance of the same. The Resident's intention 
of regulating this department as well as of dismissing some of the Canoon- 
goes by way of example to others was approved ; and a permanent provi- 
sion for the Cazees throughout the district appeared proper. 

The statements submitted were very satisfactory, and rendered the 
accounts of the revenue concerns of Benares complete. The reduction of 
the article of lis. 7,437-3-9 was a necessary consequence of the funds on 
which it was dependent. The Board regretted that the resumption should 
have fallen with severity on any of the former pensioners, but as it had 
been eflFected, they could not, considering the deficiency of the public 
funds, authorize the re-establishment of any of the pensions, unless the 
deprivation of all subsistence should be the consequence of the abolition. 
This was however left to the discretion of the Resident. 

The Board had examined with attention the voucher* (referred to at 

the close of Resident's letter) and considered that 

• Not forthcoming. ^^^^ g^^ ^^j^j^ required no remark. With regard 

to the second they oLserved, that although the liberality of the Adawlut 
Establishments under Nawab Ali Ibrahim ^han might admit of some 
reduction, which might perhaps be hereafter carried into effect, yet consider- 
ing the zeal and assiduity of Ali Ibrahim Khan and his successful discharge 
of the duties of his situation, the Board would deem an attempt to limit the 
scope of those exertions by reductions in the establishment to be inexpedient 
and impolitic. The Resident's letter of the I2th September 1788, and the 
address under reply, proved the impracticability of realizing the expecta- 
tions suggested in the 3rd article. The same observation applied to the 4th 
article, and Board most heartily admitted the solidity of Beeident's reflec- 
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tions on this subject The profits of the Opium formed a resource of which 
Crovernment had ahready availed themselves, and the Board were happy to 
find the estimate of the same in future so considerable. 

The Board repeated the strongest approbation of the Resident's pro- 
ceedings and of the clear and complete communications which he had made, 
and their particular satisfaction at the prospect of the reviving prosperity 
of Benares under the influence of his example and management. 

They took this opportunity of transmitting a copy of instructions 
issued by Government relative to the formation of a permanent Settle- 
ment with the landholders in the Province of Behar, and observed that, 
although a lease for a term of years was less exceptionable than an annual 
settlement, the Government could not but "be of opinion that the benefits 
expected from it were very inconsiderable when compared with the great 
and lasting advantages that would result from a system which had for (ts 
objects the ascertaining and limiting the demand of Government upon its 
sabjects, and securing to them in perpetuity the quiet enjoyment of the 
fruits of their industry. 

The instructions now transmitted had been framed with a view to 
these objects, and it appeared to Government, that the system might be in- 
troduced into Benares with equal benefit to the Raja and the country at 
large. 

They directed therefore that Resident should lose no time in com- 
municating to Government his sentiments regarding the expediency and 
practicability of introducing a similar plan of settlement into the Province 
of Benares, at the commencement of the ensuing year, either partially or 
generally, and whether any and what modification of it would be necessary, 
arising either from diflferences which might exist between the landed ten- 
ures in Benares and those in Behar, or from the relative situation of the 
Raja and the landholders and cultivators in the districts under his au- 
thority. 

Should the Resident be of opinion that the system might be adopted 
in Benares with success. Government desired that he would give the clearest 
explanation to the Raja, and if he should be convinced, (of which CJovem- 
ment could scarcely entertain a doubt,) that it would equally tend to pro- 
mote his own interest and the happiness of the people, and should he con- 
sequently appear to be inclined to give his hearty assent to the plan, the 
Besident would take such preparatory measures as might be thought proper 
either for the partial or general introduction of it at the commencemcmt of 
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the ensuing year, suspending the final execution of the same until the sanc- 
tion of Government was received for that purpose. 

Government were aware of diflSculties arising from the settlement 
now made, but they did not appear to be of sufficient magnitude to im- 
pede the plan of a permanent Jumma. The piincipal point for consider- 
ation, exclusive of those recommended to the Resident, was, whether the 
circumstances of the country were adapted fot the introduction of such a 
system, or whether it might be established with more advantage at a 
future period. 

The Instructions referred to al>ove in regard to the formation of a 
permanent Settlement in Behar were to the following efifect : — 

Ist That at the expiration of the present Fuslee year, a new Settlement 

of Behar be concluded with the actual proprietors of 

Rules for the Settleraent the soil, whether Zemindars, Chowdrees or indepen- 
of Behar. 

dent Talookdars, and whether at present paying their 

revenues to Government through other Zemindars or not. 

2nd. That the Settlement be made for a period of ten years certain 
with a notification that, if approved by the Court of Directors, it will become 
permanent and no further alteration take place at the expiration of the ten years. 

Zrd. That the Jumma which each Zemindar is to pay, be fixed by the 
Collector on fair and equitable principles, with the reserve of the approbation of 
the Board of Revenue to whom the Collector is to re]^ort the grounds of his 
decision on the Jumma according to the best accounts which he can procure of 
the value of the landti without a measurement of them ; that if he should deem 
it eligible, he may call upon the Zemiudars to deliver in proposals for renting 
their lands, but that his judgment is in the first instance to determine the 
aiyiouut. 

ith. That the Guiijes, Bazars, Hants and other Sayer collections be not 
included in any settlement with any Zemindar, but that for the present they 
remain under the exclusive jurisdiction of an Officer appointed by the Collector 
who is to prepare such regulations as he may think best calculated for regulating 
and collecting the duties. 

5^. That the Jumma of each Zcmindaree being assessed, the amount 
thereof shall be apportioned upon the diftereut villages in it, if possible, previous 
to the conclusion of the Sudder Jumma, and either by the Zemindar who is to 
be required to make the distribution or collection, or subsequent thereto, under 
a clause binding each Zemindar to deliver in an account of the assessment on the 
villages apportioned to the Sudder Jumma within three months from the Sig- 
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nature of his Cabooleent, and that it be notified to the Zemindar that a portion 
of their estates will be sequestered and sold to make good any deficiency of the 
revenue paid by them, and if Government should think proper to alienate the 
land sold, at the amount of the assessment as delivered by them, tkey shall not 
receive any remissions on account of the inaccuracy of their statements. 

6^. That if there are villages of which there are no proprietors, the 
Settlement of them be made with a fiaxmer for the term of ten years. 

7th, That the Sadder Kistbundee be so regulated as to afford the Ze- 
mindars all possible convenience in the discharge of their rents, with a due re- 
gard to the security of Government, and that the Collector report whether any 
and what inconvenience would ensue from extending the peiiod of the Sudder 
kistbundee to two months instead of one« 

8^. That as the number of persons paying revenue immediately to 
Gotremment may, in consequence of forming a Settlement with the Zetnindars, 
be greatly increased, the Collector is to report if it will be necessary and advisable 
to appoint Tahsildars to receive the revenue from a certain number of the land- 
holders, and whether any and what additional expense will be required on this 
aooount. 

9th. That any Zemindar or Talookdar who is a minor or female be 
declared incapable of having any concern whatever in the management of lands 
paying revenue to Government, and that no engagements for the payment there- 
of be contracted with any Zemindars under this description. 

The management of the lands of Zemindars and Talookdars who are 
minoiiB or females shall be assigned to a person, specially appointed by Govern. 
ment for this trust, to be denominated Suburakar or manager, who, previous to 
the receipt of his commission, is to execute an obligation binding himself to a 
faithful discharge of the duties assigned to him, and no further. 

The manager is to be chosen by the Collector subject to the approbation 
of the Board of Revenue, and his Commission is to be signed by the Collector 
and to be authenticated by his Official seal. In recommending the persons for 
this trust the following considerations are to be observed : — 

In the first instance a near relation of the Zemindar is to be preferred to 
all others ; in the second a respectable servant of the family, and in the last re- 
sort, a person unconnected with it. Capacity for business is to be understood as 
a necessary qualification and to be particularly attended to in determining the 
preference. 

Lunacy, contumacy, or notorious profligacy of character are to be deemed 
disqualiOcations of a Zemindar, and the settlement in such cases is to be regu- 
I 
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lated by ihe pitmBiou aboTe laid down with regard to the lands of minors and 
lemalesi but no Zenindar is to be excluded for any of the disqualifications men* 
tioned in this Article without the previous approbation of the Governor General 
in Council, and wherever such exclusion is proposed by a Collector, the grounds 
of it are to be detailed. 

10^ That unless any objections arising from the insufficiency of the 
number of Rupees in circulation should occur, all engagements between Govern- 
ment and the Zemindars, Talookdars and farmers be made in Sicca Rupees, and 
that no other species of Rupees be received in payment of the revenue j and if 
any sueh objections should occur, that the collectors be required to detail them 
and to state their opinion with as much accuracy as they may be able as to the 
additional number of Sicca rupees which it would be necessary to introduce into 
the circulation of their respective district to enable the Zemindars, Talookdars 
and formers to pay their revenue in that specie. 

The Resident, learning from the Amils that an idea had gone 
abroad that the old village Zemindars, who had 
Aited"s^j PJ2^5^°^' been dispossessed many yeais ago, were meant to 
be restored in the ensuing settlement, thought pro- 
per to issue a notification to all the Amils signifying, according to the 
Zamindanidispossewedbe- Resolution of the Governor General in Council 
^;^y^3:^"J^ ^ dated 11th April 1788, that no Zemindar who was 
admitted to Settiement. dispossessed "antecedent to the 18th of July 1775, 

the date from which the Company's sovereignty over the country may be 
said to have been established," shall be restored in the course of the eiisuius 
settlement, bat that only such village Zemindars and Puttecdars, who have 
subsequently to that period enjoyed possession either for one or more year, 
shall be admitted to settle for their lands during the present cultivation and 
ensuing settlement. 

A circular was issued to the Canoongoes with a view to promote the 

cultivation and for the purpose of the settlement 

Rerident'g proceodings, ^f the year 1196 Fuslee, that they, in the presence 
dftted 1st July 1789. « , Vmi i r^ i • • ^ t 

of the Chowdrees, (Jazees and pnncipal people of 

the Pergunnah, should fix the rental of the Nukdee land and the modes of 

the Betay land according to the papers and accounts 
Ixutructions to Canoon- . 7 - - \, „ , 

goes in regard to settlement of the time of Cheyt Sing for 1187 Fuslee, in con- 
fer 1106 oe. formity .to the articles of the Hookumnamah or 
regulations, which required, 1st, that in the Nukdee and Mushukhusee 
lands, the revenue to be paid by the ryots throughout the year be ascer- 
tained in one sum or rate without Abwab, and that in the Betay lands, the 
length of the Luttah and the Zabitanah be specified, and 2ndly, that on the 
present year's cultivation no land lie waste. 
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Referring to the instructions oonveyed in the orders of Oovemment 
^ . , , ^ dated 17th June last, the Resident returned thanks 

Rendent to the Qovenior ^ , i i i >-* 

General in Council, dated for the approbation bestowed by the Governor 

2ud October 1789. n i l- j i* j.i_ /• j 

Oreneral on his endeavours for the reform and 
improvement of the country, and stated that the general remarks and 
conclusions drawn by the Governor General in Oouncii as to the former and 
present state of this country, and more particularly in i^pect to the causes 
of its decline, were all such as his own experience said that of every indivi- 
dual at Benares, who might be deemed a competent judge, must with one 
voice C(»roborateand confirm. He was gratified that the reasons submitted 
by him in regard to the Government demand on Kera Mungrore and the 
transactions with Sheolal Dobeh had met with approbation and concur- 
cenoe, and was fully sensible that the principle of the latter lay open to the 
objection stated, but involved as he was then in a scene of difficulties aris* 
log from the Raja's failure in the payment of the current revenue, he had 
only left the choice of the least evil, and as such closed with Sheolal Dobeh's 
proposals. He intimated that the sanction which Government had been 
pleased to stamp on his proceedings relative to the settlement for 1196. in- 
cluding the abolition of Nuzzerana and other cesses, had afforded him the 
greatest satisfaction and would, it was hoped, in the result prove a perma^ 
nent advantage to the whole country. With reference to the remark rela- 
tive to the word et cetera at the end of the established articles of deduC' 
tiou, although that terra was contained in the body of the Oabooleeuts, yet 
the particulars of all the deductions stood accurately specified in the Doul 
part of the Cabooleeut as would be found by a reference to the draft which 
accompanied his address of the 26th April last, and therefore Resident 
could assure the Board that no inconvenience or discussion could arise from 
l^e insertion in the body of the deed of this word, which had been retained 
to save a long and unnecessary enumeration of the various heads of the 
established deductions which were distinctly detailed at the end 

In r^ard to the resumption of the alienated villages particularized 
in his address of the 26th April last, the Resident reported that Lalla Gour- 
buksh, the holder of one of them, having produced a Sunnud from Mr. 
Fowke, and another £rom the Raja, in confirmation of that tenure, not indeed 
in his own, but in the name of Bundoolal, he had been obliged to give up 
this inconsiderable part of the revenue for the current year. 

In consequence of the Governor General's approbation of the means 

taken to secure to Sheolal Dobeh the reimburse- 

Videtppendiz A. ment of his loan to Raja Adil Shah, the Resident 

had furnished him with a writing to that effect and 
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intended to adopt the measures noticed therein for the gradual liquidation 
of the claim. 

The Resident had much cause to be sensible of and thankful for the 
very proper instructions which Government had given relative to his pro- 
posed investigation into the articles of Choot Maafy or allowances and 
charges deducted from the settlement to the amount of 83,156-11-6, for 
upon the first institution of the enquiry therein recommended, he soon found 
that nothing material could be resumed from the funds in question without 
recurring to that economical rigor which the Governor General was very 
justly averse to. This led him to relinquish the object after an enquiry of 
some length into the constituent parts of these charges, the particulars of 
which would no doubt satisfy Government that the Resident could not with 
propriety resume more than he had done to the amount of Rs. 2,397 inclu- 
ding an article of Mujray, also resumed, as would be seen from the proceedings. 

It was regretted that the receipts from the customs had not 
this year increased in such proportion as was expected, for they had in fact 
only exceeded those of last year in the net sum of Rs. 8,703-3-6, being 
Rupees 1 6,296-10-6 less than what Government order directed the Account- 
ant to fix them at in the estimate of the Benares revenue for the Fuslee year 
1196. The cause of the receipts not having come up to the mark was the 
heavy rain which interrupted the traffic by land to a greater degree 
during the current year than the last ; the abolition of the duties on cattle iin-> 
ported annually into this Zemindaree for the purposes of cultivation, (esti- 
mated at 6,000 Rupees), and the cheapness of sugar in Bengal, (occasioning 
a diminution by preventing the usual exportation of some part of the 
Benares produce to the provinces of Bengal and Behar,) combined with the 
very low valuation on which the duties upon cotton were now, since the 
commercial treaty, collected upon its import at Mirzapore. The Resident 
thought that there was no ground to suppose that the realized ^»llections 
had fallen short of the estimate from causes that Government had reason to 
regret, as indeed the very contrary seemed highly probable, considering the 
many and material curtailments that had within the last two years taken 
place in the rates of these duties, and the number of articles of which they 
consisted, which had been altogether abolished. The collections not having 
at all exceeded those of last year atid the excess being only in the net^ and 
not the gross amount, tended certainly to evince the flourishing state of the 
general commerce of the country, which all the articles given up had an 
evident tendency still further to promote and increase, so as to afford every 
reason to believe that the receipts of the ensuing year would prove at least 
as large, if not larger than those of 1196 Fuslee. A computation of this 
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kind would, in regard to the ensuing year, be made with more certainty 
than between the last and that which preceded it, as few alterations would 
exist between the constituent funds whence this contingent part of the re- 
venue was to be derived. 

There had been an excess in the charge of the Custom House es- 
tablishment estimated for in March and April 1788 to the amount of Rs. 
1,541-1 J -3, but in other respects the Custom Department was in a gene- 
rally prosperous state, and the country of Benares would, it was trusted, 
continue to become annually more resorted to by merchants of all denomi- 
nations. As an instance of this the Resident noticed the case of several ^ 
Moghul merchants who had agreed to make the Ganges the channel of their 
traffic, instead of the Gogra and a passage by land over the hills, which they 
had of late years frequented. 

The Resident reported having fixed the duties on goods imported 
from the Nawab Vizier's country into the Zemindaree of Benares and for 
consumption therein at 5 per cent, on the valuation of the Nawab's Rawan- 
nah, and, where unaccompained by Rawannahs, by the valuation in the book 
of rates on all goods imported into His Excellency's dominions, which gene- 
ral rate would, it was hoped, be found conformable to the intentions of Go- 
vernment 

On the 16th of October 1788 the Resident had reported to Govern- 
ment the necessity he had been under, on account of the drought and con- 
sequent rising dearth, to take off the duties on all grain imported from other 
countries, to which a considerable diminution in the general receipts of the 
Customs might no doubt in part be ascribed. 

In consequence of the present very favourable season and the mea- 
sures that had been taken to promote the cultivation, there was the happi- 
est prospect of most plentiful harvests in the ensuing year, and, grain of 
all kinds having accordingly become much cheaper lately, the Resident 
had taken off the prohibition against its exportation from the Zemindaree, 
and had laid on the former duty on its importation, and he expressed high 
gratification to learn that the gradual improved state of the country stood 
corroborated by the general information individually received by the mem- 
bers of Government. 

The employment of Sepoys was rapidly diminishing in the general 
business of the collections and the most disorderly parts of the country were 
the Jounpore frontiers, for the reasons already stated relative to the Raj- 
koomars and others in that neighbourhood, concerning whom the Resident 
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was in daily expectation of receiving instructions from Qovemment, till 
which he had deferred proceeding to that quarter or adopting the measures 
that had been submitted to Government for the purpose of maintaining as 
much peace among that obdurate and extraordinary race of men as they 
were capable of enjoying. 

The Besident noticed the conduct of Zallm Sing and Ooordntt who 
lately levied their forces with a design to fight each other on tb^ borders, 
(which had led him to warn the Commanding Officer <^ Jounpore to be on his 
guardagainstinroads of these men) and he added that, although the appearance 
of peace between them had since increased, yet no relaxation would be made 
in taking precautions against what might happen, as no reliance could be 
placed on their mioderadon. Indeed what could be expected from men 
inured as they were by birth and education to the most atrocious deeds ; 
for it was no infrequent practice among the Rajkoomars to put the daugh- 
ters bom to them to death by immediately causing the mothers to starve 
them, whence this race of men did often from necessity marry into other 
Bajpoot families, and the greatest exceptions which existed against this 
melancholy truth were that, now and then, the more wealthy Rajkoomars 
would sometimes spare and bring up their female issue, especially where 
they hEq)pened to have none of the male line. This horrid custom was 
said to exist also among some other tribes, more especially in the Yizier's 
dominions, and was supposed to be founded, in the Rajkoomar tribe, on 
the inherent extravagant desire of independency entertained by this race, 
joined perhaps with the necessity of procuring a suitable settlement in mar- 
riage for these devoted females were they allowed to grow up, and the dis- 
grace which would ensue from any omission in that respect. Nor was this 
species of atrocity a novel institution, for a similar practice, as existing 
among the Indians, was known to the ancient Greeks and Romans and was 
still to be found noticed in their narratives of this part of the world. 

"With respect to Oudan Sing and (Joordutt Sing the Resident had 
adopted every means that was deemed practicable, without encroaching on 
the Nawab Viziers jurisdiction, to apprehend them, but in vain. It 
appeared that they continued a vagabond course of life on the frontiers, 
perpetrating all the mischief in their power. 

With respect to the further proceedings which the Resident had been 
obliged to hold relative to Messrs. Gilchrist and Charter's concerns in the 
pergunnah of Ghazeepore they would constitute the subject of a separate 
address. 

Qulab Misr and Cowree Misr of Secunderpore had both met the 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



SETTLEMENT OF THE PROVINCE OF BENARES. 13S 

fate which they deserved ; the latter having ventured to cross over into thm 
Nawab's territories was seized and made prisoner by His Excellency's 
Amil there, and the latter having bad occasion to leave his fitstness in 
Secunderpore, the Zemindars of the neighbourhood, to whom it was an eye- 
sore, surprised his little garrison and, without apprizing the Amil of the 
pergunnah, took possession of the strong hold, which was subsequently 
made over to the Government Amil who levelled it to the ground. 

The description already given relative to the atrocities committed 
by the Brahmins in this country was truly deplorable, but habit was 
8o inveterate, particularly in the two pergunnabs of Kuntit and Bhudohee, 
that time and attention could alone entirely eradicate it A melancholy 
instance had occurred in the former district of which the true account, as 
appeared from full enquiry, appeared to be, that the village Sunhera in 
Kuntit was divided as to its tenure among some small Zemindars among 
whom were Bechuck and Adhar, two brothers of the Brahmin caste, and 
the principal actors in the present tragedy. This village had been mort- 
gaged by the proprietors for a debt incurred by them, by which it had 
fallen into the hands of Gouree Chowdree, who collected the revenue and was 
answerable for it to Government Some of the Zemindars were however allow- 
ed to manage and pay through Gouree their respective proportion of the 
revenue, and on this footing Bechuck and Adhar seemed to have sometimes 
paid theirs in their own proportion of the whole village in whioh their in- 
terest only extended to about 22 Beegah?. For 1 1 96 Fuslee, Gouree obtained, 
in right of his mortgage, a Pottah from the Government Ameen, but dis- 
putes occurring between him and Bechuck and Adhar as to the mode of 
paying the revenue of their shares, their mother, by swallowing, or pretend- 
ing to swallow poison, (which was a common device in this country to 
obtain an end,) terrified the Government Amil into setting aside Gouree's 
Pottah, and letting the whole village to the two brothers at even a smaller 
Jumma or rental than Gouree had stipulated for, and, although Gouree com- 
plained of this breach of engagement and obtained a reference to the Amil, 
the latter was evidently deterred from doing him justice from the dread 
of Bechuck and Adhar's mother again taking poison. Subsequently on Be- 
chuck's receiving information that his brother was seized and carried off for 
arrears of his revenue and that 40 Bs. had been forcibly taken &om his fami- 
ly at night by some of Gouree's people, betook his mother to a rivulet and 
with his scimitar severed her head from her body under the delusion that 
' his mother's spirit, being awakened by the beating of a drum during 40 days^ 
according to the superstitious notions of those parts, would for ever haunts 
torment and pursue to death Gouree and his accompUoes. The two bro- 
thers had been brought to Benares and detained in custody, the Resident 
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being uncertain what judicial or other course to take with them ; but their 
confinement had had the best effect on the minds of the prejudiced and 
ignorant inhabitants of the aforesaid Pergunnah by showing them that their 
infamous and atrocious devices would, when made trial of under the British 
Government, fail of the effects which they would be in some measure sure 
to produce in a purely Hindoo one. The Resident was of opinion that a 
due degree of rigor, and not lenity, was the best preventive of such prac- 
tices and he had published the advertisement recommended by Government 
against acts of this kind, being fully persuaded that a strict execution of it^ 
whatever be the consequences in the first two or three instances, would in 
the end produce the happiest effects on the country and its Brahmin inha- 
bitants. 

The Resident remarked that the Governor General's observations 
on the Raja's principles and conduct, and as to what might hereafter be 
effected for him, were all founded on truth and the soundest policy, as far 
as could be judged from local experience. But, while the Raja's aim was 
power and restoration to the management, he could hardly be supposed to 
view with a favourable eye the measures necessarily taken independently of 
him. The conferences which Resident had had with the Raja on the sub- 
ject of the ensuing settlement according to instructions of the 17th June 
would be noticed in the sequel of this address. 

The amount of calculated realizable settlement to the Company 
from the Land and Customs, including annual remissions, as stated in the 

Besident's address of the 26th April, was, 39,07,867 10 6 

Collected, 39,15,850 7 6 

Excess. 7^982 13 

Add Saving in the Establishment on the whole, 253 7 3 



Total Excess, 8236 4 3 

The Resident repoi-ted that he had begun very early to take measureg 

Vide Appendix B. f . J"^'^ ,**^f Cultivation for the ensuing year 

1197 as would be seen from his proceedings. 

The Pergunnah of Dhoos being farmed for only one year and having 
greatly suflfered and declined for several proceeding years, the Resident 
agreed to a proposal of the Canoongoes to bring into cultivation 6000 bee- 
gahs of waste or fallow land on moderately progressive Jummas from 6 annag 
to 2 Rupees for the first 3 years, after which the rent was to be according to 
the ordinary rates of the Pergunnah, as particularized before. 
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The Resident agreed with the Amil of Jounpore's proposal for 
bringing into cultivation the Jungle lands on that frontier which the in- 
habitants there willingly retain in that state, wishing to preserve their 
thickets as asylums against the authority of Government, and it was arranged 
that whoever should cultivate Jungle, booree, or land never brought into a 
state of culture, should be liable to no assessment on the same for 3 years, 
and should after that period obtain a Sunnud for it on a fixed revenue or 
Istumraree tenure, liable to the further payment of the Zemindaree right 
or due to be fixed at the time. 

He had also taken into consideration the proposals made by the Amil 
of Shadeeabad for bringing into cultivation above 12000 Beegahs of land 
which had lain waste for several centuries and were overrun with jungle in 
that pergimnah. The Amil had engaged to sink and build a well of ma- 
sonry for every 100 Beegahs and, in the four years of his unexpired lease, 
completely to clear and cultivate the waste land iu question, on condition 
that the produce should be his own till that period, and that if at the end of 
the said four years* term the Government shall grant the Pergunnah to any 
other person, then he is to be reimbursed the cost of building the wells in 
question, such charge to be estimated by accounts to be delivered by him 
annually, attested by the public officers of the district and not, on the whole, 
to exceed 10,000 Rupees. Whereas at least double the amount will be 
gained by Government or the Raja the first year they take possession, it will 
be no hardship to give up to the Amil a moiety of the first year's produce 
for such a permanent acquisition, and if he be continued in the farm he will 
have no elaim to any reimbursement of his charges. 

The additional clauses or precautions to be inserted in the Pottahs 
for the ensuing year on the footing of the Regulations of the 25th June 
1788, were 1st, that the villages and lands should be rented by the Amils 
to the Zemindars and hereditary landholders (and not to mere farmers 
unless where no hereditary landholders remain) on the donls or estimates 
of the revenue funds in each person's share ; and that only where the here- 
ditary Zemindars of the villages refused to engage and give security to 
pay the amount of the Canoongoe's doul, were their lands to be rented for 
the said term to farmers, and that the pottahs were to be given according to 
the prescribed form and should contain the full amount to be paid to the 
Amil on all accounts, without any reservation on account of separate Nuz- 
zeranah or otherwise. This last clause had reference to a practice found to 
have existed in several places during that and also in former years of the 
public Cabooleeut specifying a certain, and of course the principal amount 
only, while the Amils took a separate agreement for so much more under 
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the head of Nuzzeranah, a custom introduced and founded upon a mutual 
desire in both the A.mii and inferior Zemindars or renters to keep concealed 
from Government the real amount of the collections. * 

2n<ny, That in like manner as the Amils were to issue Pottahs to 
the village Zemindars, the latter were to grant Pottahs to their ryots, speci- 
fying the rates of the revenue and the length of the Ilal or rod, without 
deducting anything from the full length, as specified in the regulation of 
June 1788. 

The above publication was made without consulting the Raja as the 
Resident considered it merely as a consistent sequel to the regulations of the 
preceding year and conformable to the spirit of those regulations which the 
Hon'ble Court of Directors had prescribed for the permanent settlement of 
Bengal, Behar and Orissa. The reasons which led the Resident to think 
that the Raja might not be inclined to follow up such a system had already 
been set forth in proceedings dated 28th June 1789. 

A fortnight after issuing the first publication, the Resident received 
Government orders of the 17th June and in reference to that part which 
recommended the introduction of the regulations passed for Behar, a fur- 
ther notification was immediately issued ordering the settlement to be 
made by the Amils and Canoongoes, liable and open to the revisal, altera- 
tion and confirmation of the Resident. Although an early date was fixed 
for the consideration of the subject and transmission of the reports, the settle- 
ment could not with propriety be confirmed till the last crop had been sown, 
when an estimate of the ability of each village Zemindar and Putteedar 
would be made and his rent fixed fairly for the current and next three years- 
after which it might be declared to be permanent for a further period of 7 
years, thereby extending it to the same period as allowed to the leases of 
Bengal and Behar. To efiect this object in the best manner possible through- 
out the country, the Mofussil settlements should be separately examined and 
approved at the head Cutcherry of each district where every local information 
could be obtained without drawing the Zemindars and officers to Benares to 
the detriment of the current revenue. 

The Resident intimated that he was about to repair to the Presi. 
dency to discuss the important subject of Mofussil settlements with the 
Governor General, and if after mature and deliberate consid«f»tion it should 
be determined to make the attempt, in the manner above pointed out^ he 
would on his return begin his circuit, in sufficient time to complete the re- 
visal and approval of the Mofussil settlements, or the greater part of them, 
by the end of the year, when they might be declared permanent for as long 
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a term as might be judged proper, especially as the Raja bad, on reference 
made to bim on this point, given bis assent to any scheme which Govern- 
ment might be desirous of adopting for improvement of his country. 

He also notified his intention of taking the Raja with him on circuit 
and make him as much as possible a party to the settlement with which 
view the Raja had already, at his invitation, established a duftur or registry 
of his own in the Resident's Gutcherry where his officers kept copies of the 
papers and accounts that were being prepared and discussed in it daily ; but 
that after all the Resident could not entirely rely on his continuing hearty in 
the pursuit of this object, for his sentiments were liable to vary as his 
health and mind were agitated ; and it would be deceiving Government if it 
were said that his exertions could be trusted for the attainment of such an 
object, though after its completion he might be more fit to superintend the 
administration of his country than he could be in its present unsettled state. 

Having however obtained the formal assent of the Raja to the 
measure the Resident had determined to make immediate trial of the sys- 
tem of a ten years' settlement in a few of the districts that w6re not under 
five years* lease, including also 3 or 4 Pergunnahs in which the 6 years 
lease had been forfeited or resigned by the farmers, such as Ghazeepore, 
Khereed, Gurrah, Dehma and Chunar. That the most trustworthy Amils 
that could be selected had been appointed to these districts and minute in- 
structions furnished to them regarding the settlement, as detailed in the 
Besident's proceedings, dated 27th July last 

The Zemindars of Singrowlee, which lies on the south west frontier 
of B^iares, had withheld the payment of their tribute of Rs. 700 per an- 
num, which, since Raja Adil Shah's restoration to the Zeraindaree of Burhur, 
had, from the contiguity of the countries, been paid to him and included in 
his Jumma. The Zemindars had thus set Government at open defiance as 
far as could be inferred firom a total disobedience to the requisitions made 
to them as fully recorded in the accompanying Ex- 
tract. The Resident suggested the expediency of 
ordering out an adequate military force there for the purpose of not only 
enforcing payment of the arrears of their tribute, but to assess their country 
to the full proper Jumma as payable from the rest of the Zemindaree of 
Benares to Government, since it was evident that leaving the Zemindars 
thus as mere tributaries fostered their insolence and encouraged them to 
throw off and disclaim allegiance to the British Government 

Rs. 7,789-4-9 had been advanced as Tuccavee for the ensuing year 
for which the sanction of Government was looked for, as the Resident could 
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fully answer that there would be no difficulty in the recovery of the amount, 
as there had been in respect to part of what was issued from necessity last 
year through the Raja and his Amils and officers. 

The Mint collections or revenue to Government had this year 
amounted to 25,398-2, Benares Sicca rupees, thereby exceeding the remis- 
sion granted by Government on that account by Rs. 11,988-2 which, ad- 
ded to the profit on the settlement made Rs. 20,224-6-3 of surplus income 
and reached thus within less than 5,000 Rs. the utmost that the Board ex- 
pected to receive had the customs answered their expectations. 

In reply to the above letter the following Government Resolutions 

Qoyernment Reeolutions were received, 
dated 2Ut October 1789. 

That the consideration of the claims of Lalla Gourbuksh, founded 

upon the Sunnuds produced by him, be postponed 
Orders of Gbvemment on '^ . , ^ j ^ r r 

the Resident's letter of the Until the receipt of the general report upon the 

2nd October 1789. ^ . 

Jagheers. 

That the discontinuance of the investigation into the accounts of 
the Choot Maafy be approved, as well as the resumption of the sum of 
Rupees 2,399. 

That the causes assigned for the deficiency in the estimated produce 
of the Customs are fully satisfactory, and that the additional charges of 
the establishment be approved as proper and necessary. The Board could 
not but express their satisfaction in finding an actual decrease of Rupees 
20,195-6 in the charges of 1196 on a comparison with those of 1195, not- 
withstanding the additional expenditure. 

That the rule respecting the levying of duties on goods imported 
from the Vizier's territories, as adopted by the Resident, be approved, being 
agreeable to the intention of the regulations. 

The Board will take an early opportunity of furnishing the Resident 
with their final instructions on the subject of the Rajkoomars. 

The proceedings relating to Bechuck and Adhar furnish a new 
instance of the inveterate habits of superstitious resentment prevailing 
among the Brahminical tribe in the two Fergunnahs of Euntit and Budo- 
hee. The Board trust however that the execution of their former orders 
on this subject will in its progress check and ultimately eradicate the spirit 
of pride and revenge which leads to such atrocious acts. To assist the 
operation of these orders, the Board resolved that it be recommended to 
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the Resident to procure from the most respectable Pundits and Brahmins 
of Benares a formal opinion and condemnation of the acts under consider- 
ation and that it be published throughout the two districts of Kuntit and 
Budohee with such forms and notoriety as might give it every possible in- 
fluence upon the minds of those to whom it was addressed. 

With respect to Bechucfc and Adhar it was resolved that they be 
deUvered over to the criminal Court for trial, but that the sentence be re- 
ported to the Governor General in Council previous to its execution, it not 
being the intention of the Board that a sentence of death, if such should be 
passed, should be executed on the criminals. 

That the several accounts referred to, as well as any others accom- 
panying the letter relating to the Settlement, or Remissions upon it, be 
sent to the Accountant of the Revenue department The Board are happy 
to find that there will be no balance. 

That the several engagements made with the Canoongoes of Dhoos, 
with Sheolal Dobeh in Jounpore and with Mehendy Ali Khan of Shadeeabad 
for the cultivation of the waste lands in those Pergunnahs be approved. 

That the early publication and issue of the Pottahs for the ensuing 
year on the footing of the former regulations of the 25th June 1788 be 
approved, as well as the additional clauses particularized. 

, The measures adopted by the Resident in consequence of the in- 

tructions communicated to him under date the 17th June are entitled to 
the approbation of the Board. With respect to the prosecution of the plan 
pointed out in those instructions, the Board are happy to observe that the 
concurrence of the Rajah has been obtained for a measure which they deem of 
much importance to his interest and the welfare of his Zemindaree, and now 
resolve that a settlement of the Zemindaree of Benares be made for the 
period of 10 years, commencing with the year 1196 Fuslee agreeable to the 
resolutions of the 20th May, and 18th ult : communicated to the Collector of 
Behar. 

That as an encouragement to the Amils holding 5 years' leases (of 
which 4 remain unexpired) it be left to the Resident's discretion to give to 
all, or such of them as he shall deem deserving, assurances that they shall 
be respectively continued as Collectors for the 5 out of the 10 years' proposed 
settlement which will remain after the dates of their leases are elapsed, or 
for such part thereof as shall be proper. The fundamental resolutions 
regarding the persons with whom the settlement is to be made precluded the 
extension or renewal of their leases as Amils. 
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That a copy of the resolutions above referred to be commanicated 
to the Resideat for his instruction and guidance. 

That if in any respect they should appear to militute with the usages 
of the district of Benares, or should be found defective, that the Resident 
point out such instances for the information and final decision of the Board, 
with sucli other propositions as he may deem necessary. 

Tlie Governor General in Council hi$[hly approved the intention of 
the Resident to make the circuit of the district and to take the Raja 
with him. The object of making the Raja as much as possible a party in 
the Settlement was on every account very important and the means already 
adopted for this purpose in inviting the Raja to establish a Dufter or 
register appeared to the Board highly proper. The candour of this proceed- 
ing ought to be flattering to him and, whilst it furnished him with an 
opportunity of obtaining complete information of the state of his Zemin- 
daree, established his sanction to the Settlement. 

The Board having perused the instructions to the Amils approved and 
confirmed the same. 

From the detail contained in the proceedings the Governor General 
in Council concurred in the measure recommended by the Resident for 
directing an adequate force to proceed to the district of Singrowlee and 
Canton there, and the Right Hon'ble the Commander in Chief was requested 
to issue such orders upon this subject as he might deem necessary. The 
Board further concurred in the propriety of obliging the Talookdars of 
Singrowlee to discharge the arrears of tribute due from them and in future 
to pay the full proper Jumma, as payable from the rest of Benares, or such 
additional Jumma beyond their present tribute as the Resident might on 
further information as to the state of the distiict deem it proper to estab- 
lish. 

The Board were happy to find that the Mint duties, which constitu- 
ted a new resource to Government, would in the year compensate for part 
of the sum given up of the 40 Lacs of gross Revenue which was to be coa- 
sidered as the permanent Jumma of Benares ; and with regard to the diffi- 
culty suggested by the Resident in realizing all the Tuccavee issued through 
the Raja's Officers in the end of 1195, the Governor General in Council 
was aware of the peculiar circumstances under which those advances were 
then made and, relying that the Resident would recover as much of them 
as possible, was not desirous he should proceed in this respect to such mea- 
sures of rigor as might prove distressing to the country. 
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The following further resolutions passed by the Governor General in 

Council relative to the settlement of Behar in ad- 
Prom sub-Secretary to ,. . _ /. • «/x i ^r -i^^n/^ /» 
OovernmeDttoReBidentda- dition to those 01 the 20th May, 1789 were for- 
ted 17UI NoTember 1789. ^^^^^ ^^ ^^ Resident at Benares for information 

and guidance 

1 si. That if, from want of sufficient materials or information, or on ac- 
oooat of other impediments, the Collectors of Behar should not be able to com- 
plete the settlement of all the Districts undt^r their charge agreeable to the 
prescribed plan within the period of the Fuslee year 1 1 97, the settlement of the 

„ , , ^. . ^ districts whereiu it cannot be adopted be made for 

Further resolutions of Gro- *^ 

vemment re^^Rirdiug Settle- one year only, according to the principles laid down 
ment of Bebar. .^ ^^^ existing regulation of the 25th April 1788. 

2nd. That in the execution of the fundamental resolution, the Collectors 
proceed with due caution and information ; it being expected of thorn, that they 
be able to furnish, when called upon, clear and satisfactory explanations upon 
their proceedings, particularly iu the article of the amount of the Jumma. 

drd. That where more proprietors than one possess an undivided estate, 
the settlement be made with them jointly, and they be left to determine the 
mo<le of management themselves, with an option, in case of disagreement, to 
obtain a division of their lands at their own expense, and a proportionate allot- 
ment of the revenue assessed thereon. The determinatiou of the majority of 
the proprietors, or of the majority of those present, in case of the absence of any, 
to be binding on the remainder as to the choice of a manager. 

^th. That where a portion of land stands in the joint names of several 
proprietors, or of one for many, but each proprietor has his separate share in his 
own possession and management, or in that of an Agent for him, the settlement 
be made for each share with the person in possession, and his land be held exclu- 
sively responsible for the revenue assessed upon it. 

5th. In cases of mortgages, if the mortgagee has obtained possession of 
the land, the settlement is to be made with him, and the proprietor to be de- 
clared entitled to succeed to his engagements on recovering possession, either by 
discharge of his obligations, or by the decision of a Court of Justice. If the 
mortgagee has not possession, the settlement is to be made with the proprietor in 
possession, and the mortgagee in like manner succeed in case of possession being 
subsequently adjudged to him. 

6th. If after due enquiries and a reference to the Mofussil Records, the 
proprietors of any land cannot be ascertained, the lands, protempore, to be held 
Kluis, and the same mode is to be adopted with regard to absentees. In both 
cases an advertisement to be issued requiring the proprietors or absentees to 
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attend within a period of six months, and if they should not be forthcoming at 
the expiration of that period a settlement to be made with a farmer for 10 
years ; allowing a preference to the Zemindar nearest in situation on his acquies- 
cence to the Jumma and term prescribed by the Collector. 

7th. That where the property of the lands is disputed, the settlement 
be made with the proprietor in possession, under an express declaration that he 
is nevertheless liable to the claims upon the estate which is transferable to any 
other to whom the property may be subsequently adjudged. If any case should 
occur where none of the claimants shall have been previously in possession, they 
are to be allowed to appoint a manager until their claims shall have been deter- 
mined in the Dewanuy Adawlut ; but if they should not agree to a manager, 
that the lands be held Khas, and the surplus produce, after discharging the re- 
venue, to be kept in deposit until the right of property be adjudged. 

Sth, That where disputes exist concerning the boundaries of lands, they 
be left to be adjusted in the Dewanny Adawlut, and the settlement be made, in 
the meantime, for the lands in the possession of the disputii^ parties respectively. 

9A. That if any petty Zemindars be desurous of continuing to pay their 
revenue through a principal Zemmdar, as at present, in preference to the Collec- 
tor or a TahsUdar on his part, they be permitted to do so, and the settlement 
for their lands is to be made accordingly with such principal Zemindar ; but that 
in all such cases, a written declaration must be taken from the petty Zemindars, 
setting forth their request, with the reasons thereof, and the Collectors are par- 
ticularly enjoiued to be satisfied that such declarations are voluntary. 

lO^i. That it be declared optional with all proprietors to engage or not 
for the revenue of their^ands and that in the event of their declining from ob- 
jections to the amount of the Jumma, the Collectors be directed to hold the 
lands Khas, reporting the circumstance to the Board of Revenue, with the grounds 
on which they have fixed the amount of the Jumma, that the Board may con- 
firm the si\me, or direct such further enquiry into objecitons of the Zemindars as 
they may think proper. In the event of the Jumma being confirmed, the Col- 
lectors are to require the Zemindars to enter into engagements for it, and, upon 
their declining, are to let the lands in farm for the period of ten years. 

Third Resolution -.—That this resolution stand confirmed and that the 
Collectors, in carrying it into execution, attend to the modes which have hitherto 
prevailed in ascertaining the assets and fixing the Jumma between the petty 
landholders and principal Zemindars or farmers, adopting in aU practicable m- 
stances the following general rule:-That the average product of the land for 
common years, wherever ascertainable, (assuming three or four for the calcula- 
tion be taken as the basis of the settlement) and from this deductions be made 
equal to the Malikana and Kurcha leaving the remamder the Jumma of Gov- 
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•rnment. The Board rely upon the aocuraey of the Collectors in the application 
of this rule and they are authorized iu the event of great uncertainty to mea- 
sure the land. This uncertainty however to be reported to the Board of Keve- 
nae and the measurement not ta be undertakea but oa the clearest grounds of 
the necessity of it. 

That no remission upon- the StuMer Jumma of the^ year tl 96* be confirm- 
ed Tvithout the special sanction of the Gbvernor General in Council. The Ze- 
miudar is to let the lands of his Zemindaree^ under the prescribed, restrictions, 
in what manner he may think proper, but every engagement contracted by him 
with under-renters shall be specified as to-the amount and conditions of it, and 
all suras received by any Zemindar or renter, over and above what is specified' in 
the engagement of the persons paying the same, shall be considered, as extorted, 
and be repaid with a penalty of double- the am^mt^ 

That no person contracting with the Zemindar or Tklookdar, or employed 
by him in the management of the collection, above the degree of ryots, shaH be 
authorised to take charge thereof without aa A mulnama or written commission 
signed by the Zemindar or Talookdar and copies of such.commissions to be de- 
posited in the Sudder Cutcberry of the CoUectorship. 

Fourth Resolution r^That thus resolution asf^ as regards GVwges, Ba- 
zars, and Hants held within them, be confirmed ;. but, it be not confismed with 
regard to other Hamts, or to tha Sayer geuerally. 

With respect tothes^, ^laratioa is to be* made to the proprietors and 
renters that the €k)vemment will prescribe such regulaticms as they may deem 
necessary with respect to the articles which hereafter compose- the Sayer, and the 
rates of the collection upon them and in the Hauts, and the proprieliors and 
renters are to be bound by sueh regulations without claiming any deduction on 
account the abolition of any articles of Sayer or reduction of the rates. 

That the Collectors proceed with as much expeditioibas possible to pro- 
pose a plan for the regulations of the duties and toUs^ aii the-QUojes, Bazars, 
Hauts and several articles of the Sayer, specifying whether any and what part of 
them are included in the Mai and what articles- they propose to abolish. 

The Resident reported having coodiicled the ten years' settlement of 
« « -.^ X ^ ^^^ Pergunnahs with the landholders to the loint 

From Besidetit to Gover- -r*. i t 

nor General iu CounoU dated satisfaction of the Blaja and htmself since his leav- 

^^^ ' ing Benares on the 6th Novemrber 178& oa drcuit 

Tenyeara'wtUement. ^ superintend the making of settlements, and that 

be had now arrived at Jounpore where he would have to revise and confirm 

ih^ 4 years* settlement made by Sheolal Dobeb, Amil, aooording to the plaa 

approved by Qovernment preparatory to the 4th or last years' Jumma being 

J 
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declared permanent for the 6 future ones. He bad found some cause to 
conceive that the Raja might be induced to give his consent to the restora- 
tion of the heirs of the former village Zemindars, as his objections related 
chiefly to the restoration of Zemindars to the whole Pergunnahs, and the Re- 
sident deemed it a duty of humanity to apprize Government of the same 
without meaning to convey any opinion of his own on the expediency of a 
question against which Government seemed to have already in a great mea- 
sure decided on the occasion and in the manner previously specified. 

He also intimated that grain being now comparatively cheap in 

this part of the country, there was likelihood that 

Proposal to sell (Jovera- jjy keeping longer what was purchased last year 

meat grain m store. ^ r o o r j 

and collected from the Government stores at Alla- 
habad, there would be a heavy loss to the Hon'ble Company. He re- 
commended therefore its speedy sale at the present market prices and stated 
that he was taking measures to dispose of it accordingly, but part of the 
grain in store and in charge of Mr. Revell was of so bad a quality that it 
was feared a buyer could hardly be met for the same ; a circumstance 
which might be ascribed to the said grain having lain so long in store be- 
fore it was transported to Benares. 

The Resident reported that he was proceeding successfully in the 

From Resident to the Go- business of his circuit and that since his address, 

vemor General in Councn ^f 3Qth ultimo he had been able to effect the oom- 

dated 26th December 1789. ..«,,, ,^ 

pletion of the proposed scrutmy into Sheolal Do- 
beh*s 4 years' settlement of Jounpore proper and its dependencies, including 

Anglee, Raree, Singramow and the villages dis- 
SeSent of'jo^pow'ird tinguished by the appellation of Kereeat Dost and 
its dependencies. Mehra, and that all the Pottahs for that extensive 

division of the country had been issued under the Amil's seal and Resident's 
initials and English number. 

He pointed out that the difference between the mode of issuing the 
deeds of 4 years' and 10 years' settlements con- 
agreemeSTfor Uirraud 10 sisted in that the Pottahs for the latter were signed 
years' settlements. ^yy the Raja and Under his seal and countersigned by 

the Resident with his name and official designation at full length, where- 
as for the former, consisting only of an ascertainment and regular distribu- 
tion of the funds for the collections of the 4 years that remained to elapse of 
the 5 years' leases, and with a view to preserve the farming Amil's respon- 
sibility, the Raja did not attest the Pottahs, which were issued under the 
Amil's seal authenticated by the Resident in the manner above described, and 
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separately delivered by his owa hand together with the 10 years' Pottahs to 
the Zemindars and farmers, of which last description of renters there were as 
few as possible He saw no objection, as far as could yet be judged from 
the progress made, to the jumma of the 4 years' settlements being for the 
most part declared permanent to the landholders for the sis following years 
as proposed in address of the 2nd October last, which would constitute a 10 
years' settlement for all the Zemindaree of Benares in like manner as was 
intended for Behar and Bengal. 

Having from the first had in view the converson of the 4 into a 1 years' 
permanent Jumma, the Resident had been equally solicitous in the one as in 
the other instance to render the assessnent on each landholder as equitable as 
possible, and he would continue to do so in the assessment now being made. 
To promote this object, he had taken and would take from the Canoongoes 
of each Pergunnah engagements binding them under sanctions equal to an 

Engagements taken from ^^^^* ^«^' ^ ^®^^^^^ ^^^ ^^® acCOUnts of the last 

Canoongoes to render correct 10 years' Tuskhees or Mufussil assessment in each 

returns and to act honestly. ,, , , , , /. , . , i <. 

Vide Appendix E. Fergunnah or Mehal to the best of their knowledge 

and judgment, and, 2ndly, that they shall conscientiously discharge the duty 
incumbent on them to propose a just distribution among the present land- 
holders of the component parts and proportions both of the 10 and 4 years' 
Jummas. He submitted for fuller information of Qovemment regarding 

Forms of Revenue engage- **^^« ^^^7 important part of the Subject the form of 
ments submitted. the two engagements which the Canoongoes were to 

enter into successively for each Pergunnah, and he indulged the hope that 
under these precautions aided by his own personal inspection and im- 
mediate influence in the detail of each settle- 

Ansessment held to be • t. i i i 

trustworthy and great bene- ment, that no great error or inequality could be 

fitantiapated. committed in this general assessment, which would 

in a great measure, it was trusted, long preserve this country and secure 
materially the rights, properties and happiness of its inhabitants. 

To ensure still further the great advantages comprehended in the 
_ la tak fr prescut bouigu system of Government, the Resident 

Amiis not to exact more than had taken an engagement from the Amils as solemn 
Vide Appendix E. as that from the Canoongoes, restraining them from 

exacting, collecting or accepting any sum of money or other valuable consi- 
deration over and above what was expressed in the settlement. Such engage- 
ments would be continued to be taken from the Amils as the settlement was 
carried on, and the settlement Pottahs were under Resident's signature and 
The Pottahs to contain *^^ minutest particular of them were and would be 
minute particularB. registered in English amd transmitted to Govern- 
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ment hereafter. Two of the principal Amils ia the Zemindaree, seeing that 
the proposed engagement was not to be evaded by any of the common sub- 
terfuges of an Amil, did not scruple to confess on this occasion, what was well 
known to exist in a greater or less degree all over India, that there had beea 

certain emoluments such as festival gifts &c. attach- 
Amila admit taking gra- ^ ^^ t^^i^ stations, under the undefined head of 

Bhet &c., which served at least to maintain and pay 
part of their numerous retainers and servants, and which the inferior renters, 
such as village Zemindars and farmers and others, did not, from habit, 
view in the light of hardship or over-exaction. However true this might 
have been the Resident considered it essential and indispensable to the 

good Government of Indian territories to have 

gtf M.*^ '"^"^ ^^"""^^ ^ ®^®^^ ^^ ^^ ^^^ revenue collections from the 
country reduced to the greatest certainty and 
clearness, neither of which objects had yet been thoroughly attained, and 
therefore it was deemed the more important to submit for the considera- 
tion of Gk)vernment the measures which he was carrying on towards the 
aooomplishment. 

The Resident mentioned that the difficulty arising from the want 

of Zemindars falling under the description of the Government regulations 

existed but in a very small degree in Jounpore and its dependencies, and of 

course the settlement concluded there for 4 years 

Great competition for might justly be considered a Zemindaree one. The 
right to engage for the lands. & J J 

principal difficulty found was to adjust the sundry 
disputed claims to the lands, for a very strong competition existed in many 
instances between the partners in the same village as to their respective 
shares, or between claimants of opposite families to the same village. 
That in all these cases Resident had been and would be guided by one gene- 
ral and uniform rule, viz., to admit those Zemindars or Putteedars who had 
at any time held possession since the last acquisi- 
tion of the country of Benares in 1775, as directed 
in Government order, and to leave those who possessed only claims 
of an origin antecedent to that period to seek redress by instituting suits 
in the Moolky Dewanny Adawlut, in which alone all such causes and all 
rights of property whatsoever throughout the Mofussil were in the first 
instance to be decided. He had been obliged to pass orders in a summary 
way in disputes of this nature during bis circuit, taking great pains to ex- 
plain to the natives tl^it the new Pottahs were only 
buuJ^te^oTjrojBVto^^ meant to fix the rental, and constituted no bar to 
deddM in the eBtabUahed a^y of theur rights of property for that they might 
still prosecute these last in the Court of Justice as 
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if no such Pottahs had been gi-anted. To this effect also the Resident in- 
structed the Judge of the Moolky Dewanny Adawlut by a public official 
perwannah, and had taken and would take from all the present Pottah- 
holders as well as Zemindars and farmers, a separate engagement in writing, 
binding them to a ready attendance and submission to the judicial authority 
of that Court and of the Court of Appeals, in respect to all such claims ; 
prohibiting at the same time the Amils from making any alterations in the 
Pottahs now issued, and about to be granted, except upon orders issued by 
the Resident in consequence of such judgments 
passed in the Moolky Dewanny Adawlut, the de- 
cisions of which could only change the landholders or farmers, but could not 
affect the Government rental It was conceived therefore that every pos- 
sible precaution had been taken relative to this part of the bundobust. 

It was also pointed out that when the settlement of Benares was 
completed on the plan above noticed, the four years' Amils would in fact be 
reduced as much to the level of mere collectors as those under the leases 
for ten years, with this difference that in proportion as the aggregate of 
what might turn out to be th^ ascertained Mofussil settlement shall exceed 
the Sudder one (as fixed last year) for each Pergunnah and Mehal, the net 
profits or advantages of these four years farming Amils might perhaps in 
certain places be somewhat greater in reference to the quantum of their 
collections tlian what might this year (with fuller informa^on than what 
was then possessed and under happier circumstances of season and conduct 
than what existed at that time) be deemed necessary to be fixed as charges 
of establishment for the collections of the ten years* bundobust. Should the 
result of the settlement however shew this to be the case, it could never con- 
stitute any subject of regret to Government, for when the term of the leases 
expired, it would rest with it or the Raja to reserve what proportion might 

Fall r^yenne obtained, ^e thought fit for the Government's or Raja's reve- 
Cases of hardahipB to be re- nue. On the whole there was the crreatest reason 

tnedied. . , ° 

to believe that the settlement made last year was 
fully equal to and in some places even beyond the local ability of the 
Mehal. The few cases of hardship, as far as they may be fully verified in 
the course of Resident's present year's progress, must of course be corrected 
as true policy required, taking care that the limited effects of such amend- 
ments did not prove any loss to the Hon'ble Company, which might be 
safely ensured by small additions to the assessment in a few places which 
might bear them under the present form of settlement. These explana- 
tions were thus early submitted to Government in order to receive such 
further instructions regarding such an important subject as might appear 
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The Resident reported the capture of Goordut Sing and his con- 
finement in the Jounpore Fort pending trial, and 
J'S °o/^°^"L^tSf ^^^ g>^°* of 30 beegahs of cultivated land in Bodla- 
hcire of Hookum Sing, kill- pore to the young surviving son and grandson of 
late Hookum Chund (whose family were killed by 
the said Goordut in the manner related in Resident's letter of the 26th 
April last,) to be held by them and their heii-s in their own village free of 
revenue, and the Sunnud expressed the cause of this donation, and he 
doubted not but that Government would approve and confirm the grant as 
being a debt of humanity and a means ot attaching the natives to Govern- 
ment, especially as the grant will prove no charge upon Government. 

It was at first the intention to have separated Budlapore and 

Singramow from the Amil or coUectorship of 

A,^i8^^£ wfu'^Ba^ Jounpore, but as on his late visit to the frontier it 

pore and SiDgramow are ^^g found that every thing was quiet there, and 

left under him. , , , /. i , . 

the land of those two places in particular in the 

highest state of cultivation, and the Talookdars apparently well satisfied 
with Sheolal Dobeh, to whom they paid a fixed revenue, which was nov^, 
as in all other cases, ascertained by Pottahs for four years under Resident's 
signature, there was no necessity under this permanent Jumma and while 
the parties seemed so well satisfied with each other to make any alteratioa 
in the superintending authority in those parts, the more especially as Sheo- 
lal Dobeh had acted with the best intentions to recommend himself to 
Government during Resident's local examination into Mofussil settlements, 
and had promised to act in every respect according to the new system ia 
futura 

The Resident brought to notice a violent dispute which broke out be- 
tween Sheolal Dobeh and the Collector of Customs 
Amil and the Collector of at Jouupore founded on the restless disposition 
Customs. ^^^ interested motives of the latter to supplant 

the Dobeh in that part of the collections. The Custom Collector had beea 
admonished to adopt a more discreet and moderate line of conduct ia 
future. 

Having been lately through that part of the country where the 
Rajkoomar tribe resided, the Resident had conversed 
with several of them and found from their own 
confessions that the custom of Female infanticide had long been and still 
continued very prevalent among them, as already noticed in letter of the 
2nd October last. The Resident had prevailed on those situated on the 
frontier to agree to renounce in future this horrid practice, to which effect 
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they had entered into an eugagement whioh was being circulated among 

the parties, and he had also written to Lucknow to increase and promote 

the salutary object in view. The Resident stated that this baneful habit 

was not alone confined to the Rajkoomars, but extended also though not in 

so great a degree, to the tribe called Rugbunsees, who resided in Pergunnah 

Moongra and Talooka of Chundwuk and in>other parts. Measures had been 

. taken for their executing a separate similar engage- 

Vide Appendix P. - i . i • , 

ment from which there was a veiy sangmne hope, 

that this system of child murder would be put a stop to or at least greatly 
lessened, for all the Rajkoomars, with whom the Resident conversed, fully 
acknowledged its atrocity, for which they had only to plead the great expense 
of procuring suitable matches for their daughters if they allowed them to 
grow up. It did appear that in several cases, paternal affection or some other 
circumstances had prevailed on the fathers of Rajkoomar families to bring up 
one or more of their female issue, though the instances where above one 
daughter had been spared, as far as could be judged, were very rare. One 
general exception of a whole village had only been heard of, the inhabitants 
of which being of this tribe, solemnly pledged themselves to bring up their 
females, as a proof of which there were now to be seen several Rajkoomar old 
maids in the village, because from the great expense hitherto usually incur- 
red by this tribe in their marriages, the parents had been unable to dispose 
of these women in that way by procuring husbands for them. 

AU the Rajkoomar landholders had waited upon the Resident and re- 
ceived their four year's pottahs with the exception of 

Rajkoomar landholder re- whom thought fit to appear, but kept retired in 
eur ease ^j^^.^ lands on the opposite border within the Na- 

waVs country. Zalim Sing did however, whilst Resident was on the spot 
deign to send a vakeel to negotiate the renewal of his lease and to pay up, 
his last year's arrears to the Amil, who had however, generally speaking, no 
other resource than either to put up with this insolence, or to subject 
the country to his continual predatory inroads. The Amil had however 
been instructed not to deliver the four year's Pottah to Zalim Sing's Vakeel 
till he came in person to solicit it. 

Troubles and inroads still continued on the frontier towards the 

Frontier itfll unquiet Nawab's country, but the Resident had done all in 

Vide Appendix. G. y^ power to apply temporary remedies to these 

evils, as well as to prevail on the Vizier's Qovernment to adopt the only 

efifectual means of putting a final end to them, but his exertions had not 

met with much success as yet. 
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The renunciation of the Rajkoomars of letting their daughters 
perish had be^ subscribed by all those of the 
cofSrSe^t^ntLt; tiibe in this part of the country including Zalim 
Sing and Goordut Sing, the latter of whom was the 
only one of the swbscrihers who disallowed in writing having been guilty of 
this crime. A copy of the«ng%enient had been sent to the Ami! of Joun- 
pore with directions to have it'Omforced and to apprelhend and send to Benares 
for trial any Rajkoeraar who should be guilty of the crime hereafter. A 
similar subscription had been circulated in the Pergumiak of Qurwarah, on 
finding that the inhabitants, who were all Doorgbmnsees or descendants of 
one common ancestor called Doorg, were addicted more or less to the same 
practice of destroying their female infants. 

A general order was issued to all the Amils requiring them to be 
particularly careful to prevent any Zemindar or 

iJdM^^I^wS^ ^' ^*^"^ ^**^^** ^^^^ AmiJdarees from erecting any 

iww or repairing any old Ghuree or fort, so that 

in time those now remaining might all become untenable. The Amils were 

also directed to attend to the grubbing up of the 
Forts as aflTopding shelter . /^ \ , 

to thieves and others to be juugles or tbickets whether of grass or underwood, 

gk tete*XJ^'iir 1^^ wi<^i° ^^^^^ respective countries, which served for a 
*^^' shelter to thieves and criminals, and which 8ev3ral 

^mindars kept up with that view ; proving also an encouragement, in like 
manner with the forts, to refractory Zemindars and others to withhold 
their revenue and to resist or evade the orders of Government by tlie shel- 
ter which such places afforded. 

The Amils were now therefore instructed to take agreements from 
the Zemindars to cut down their respective jungles 
Amils instruifted aocor- within a Certain time, stipulating that the whole, 
or such part thereof as might be deemed practica- 
ble, be felled and cleared by tlie end of the current Fuslee year ; and the 
Amilwas to «tJtendtothe p«formance of these engagements, and where 
the Zemindars either refused to enter into them or neglect to perform them, 
the Am\l should interfere and caiuse such jungle to be cut down ; he being 
also allowed to sell it on has own account to defray the charges. 

The Amils were further cautioned that this order did ndt of course 
extend to fruit trees or timW trees fit for building, but only to Jungle 
and thickets on land fit for cultivaition, or which proved a shelter to refrac- 
tory Zemindars or criminals. It was thelrefore tiot meant but that a suffi^- 
cient quantity of wood for firing and other common uses sh6uld be left m. 
each pcrgunnah, to all which the Amils were to be attentive. 
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In case of any Zemindars resisting by violence the execution of 
ihis order the Amil was to send him to the Resident that his reasons might 
be heard and decided. 

The Amils were to report which of the Zemindars had neglected or 
evaded and which had obeyed the orders in question. 

The Governor General in Council under date the 1 8th January 1790, 
approved of the proceedings of the Resident as detailed in his letters of the 
26th December 1789 and 2nd instant. 

With reference to previous correspondence on the subject the Resi- 
dent accounted for the suggestion made bv him 

From Readent to Gover- t -n . . , , ,, . 

nor General in Coancil dated that the Raja might probably acquiesce in the 

Bt eboary . restoration of the Zemindars dispossessed prior to 

tiie session of the tsovereignty of Benares to the Hon'ble Company. He 

assured Government that such an idea was expressed in conversation by 

Baboo Surubjeet Sing, the Raja's Uncle and one of his principal and most 

^ • . « . , confidential advisers, and the Resident had there- 

Views of the Raja regard- -,. , 111 1 1T>.. 

ing dii^poflseesed Zanun- fore little or no doubt but that the Raja s opinion 
was either the same, or would be formed on what 
appeared to be his said relation's, but in this Resident had been mistaken. 
He noted however that it would be needless to discuss further in this place 
the merits of the Raja's remarks as he had himself retracted or done away 
whatever apparently required explanation. 

The Resident added, in respect to what he had mentioned as to the 

Zemindars of villages having of late years reduced the rental by lowering 

. , the rates of different spots, the cultivation of which 
Loea of ReTenne owing *<> . . 

firahmins holding at prefer- they had taken into their own hands, that there was, 

it was believed, considerable foundation for that re- 
mark, and that the public rental had perhaps been still further materially 
injured by Brahmins (whether Zemindars or mere cultivators) having in 
many places from Cheyt Sing's expulsion, possessed themselves of the pro- 
ductive lands that had been cultivated by ryots of the denomination of 
Koombee and other castes, who paid in general nearly double the rates that 
were by the custom of this country demandable from Brahmins. By this 
Government had sustained a real prejudice, the more serious as, firom in- 
veterate habits and prej:udices, the evil admitted but of a very gradual 
<nire, smce these Brahmins could not be dispossessed, nor oould more than 
their own rates be oreqniited of them, as on the smallest attempt to exert any 
coercion oirer them, they were always ready with knives and razors to lacer- 
Me their own bodies, aod, except in very uncommon instances, no Hindoo 
would voluntarily ran the risk of being considered as the cause of a Brah- 
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min's blood being spilt, and far less of occasioniDg his death, although that 
extremity was indeed but seldom attempted or even meditated to be resort*- 
ed to by these holy jugglers, who by thus playing off the artifices of their 
tribe, and availing themselves of the general reverence for it, had long set 
themselves above law, right and the Magistrate. To such a degree had this 
practice prevailed, that the number of scars on a Brahmin's body was, with 
the more reflecting part of the natives, a criterion to judge of the respec- 
tive degrees of malignity and artifice in their several dispositions. 

The Resident concluded by observing that as a knowledge of the 
customs and manners of the people must at all times be useful to every 
Government, and as many of the peculiarities prevalent in these respects 
in this country had not, it was believed, been officially communicated be- 
fore, Qovernment would not disapprove of the Resident occasionally noticing 
such characteristical traits and prejudices as most materially affected the 
equal administration of the British Qovernment in this country. 

On the 2nd February 1790 a Circular Perwannah was issued to all 
the Amils directing that in the cases where Dustuks and Summons must 
through necessity be issued charged with the payment of Tulbana for the 
collection of the revenue of (Jovernment, the tulbana money was to be takea 
from the Malgoozars according to the Shurah or rates of the Pergunnah, 
and the same entered or brought to credit from the beginning of 1197 
Fuslee in the accounts of Government, and whenever the tulbanah account 
was demanded, they were to transmit a statement thereof with the particu- 
lars of the number of days and the rates charged on every Assamee or 
party, and that at the end of the year in the month of Bhadon, the amount 
of the said tulbanah together with the particulars of its Jumma khurch or 
receipts and disbursements were to be sent to the Huzoor. Wherefore they 
were required to transmit to the Huzoor a Cabooleeut to the same effect as 
this Perwannah, because the tulbanah made no part of the funds for their 
revenue, and that on account of the undue exaction of tulbanah, which ia 
many places had had no bounds, the Malgoozars had been overburthened 
and ruined with expense. 

But as now the ease and comfort of the Malgoozars were above all 
things the object of Grovernment and as the happiness of the ryots was 
preferred by the Government of the English Company to every thing dse, 
therefore those Amils who should exert themselves the most in the way 
of protecting and cherishing the people and in paying the revenue punctu- 
ally through their wise conduct as Amils and their prudent Amildaree 
administration, it was certain that the confirmation and honor of every 
such Amil would as well here as at the Capital of Calcutta be approved 
of, and that means would be taken for the insurance of their welfare. 
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The Resident forwarded a copy of the above Perwannah to the two 
Assistants on deputation at Chowsa and Nerwun with a request that, as 
the issue of Dustuks and levy of Tulbana had hitherto been the fruitful 
source of much hardship to the country, they would return the Cabooleeuts 
executed and take similar ones from all the other Amils where they might 
proceed to make the settlement, 

A report on the permanent settlement of the districts of the Benares 
ReddenVs report on the Zemindaree of which the following is a precis, was 

Permanent Settlement submitted to Government on the 25th November 

Vide also Appendix H. jyg^,^ ^^^ f^^jj particulars of each subject furnished 

in the Resident's proceedings as noted below in the margin and given in the 

appendix so far as available. 

It was observed that this measure originated in the instructions from 
the Governor General in Council, dated the 17th of June 1789, wherein, 
after approving of the 5 years' settlement which the Resident, Mr. J. Duncan, 
had then recently made of most of the Pergunnahs, (as reported under date 
the 26th of April 1789), the instructions for the permanent settlement of Be- 
har were referred to him, having for their declared object the ascertaining 
and limiting the demand of Government, and securing to its subjects in 
perpetuity the quiet enjoyment of the fruits of their industry. The system 
detailed in those instructions, Mr. Duncan was directed to endeavour, after 
procuring the Raja's assent, to introduce into Benares, and although the 
Governor General in Council was aware of diflSculties arising from the 5 
years' settlement he had just before concluded, yet these did not appear of 
sufficient magnitude to impede the plan of a permanent Jumma. 

Having received these instructions the Resident advised Government, 
on the 2nd October 1789, of the measures he had thereupon taken, 1st in 
procuring the Raja's assent as desired by Government, and 2ndly, in mak- 
ing the Mofussil or interior settlement of each of the districts already let 
for a term of years, (which he had previously required the Amil's holding 
the 4 years' unexpired leases to conclude for the same period with those en- 
titled to hold or lease the several villages, subject to Resident's revision and 
confirmation, on the spot in each Pergunn^h respectively,) in such a way 
that after this 4 years' Mofussil settlement had been thus approved, it might, 
if thought proper, be declared permanent. The Settlement for ten years in 
those districts which had not been let for a fixed term, the Resident propos- 
27th July 1789. ©d to effect more immediately under his own direc- 

Vide Appendix H. tion, upon nearly the same general principles as 

those fixed by Government for that of Behar in the manner already fully 
specified in his address of the 2nd October 1789. 
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The general proposed outlines for the settlement of Benares for 4 and 
10 years having met with the approbation of Government, the Governor 
General in Council thereon more formally resolved " that a settlement of 
the Zemindaree of Benares be made for the period of ten years, commenc- 
ing with the year 1196 Fuslee agreeable to the 
av^UawL?^'"'^''' ^^^^' ^""^ liesolutions of the 20th May and 18th of Septem- 
ber of that year," the Resident being at the same 
time further instructed to report on any parts of the plan that might not 
seem applicable to the local circumstances of Benares. 

Having returned from the Presideny with these instruction^ the Resi- 

22nd Novemher 1789. ^®^* found that in the first district, (viz^ that of 

Vide Appeudix H. Jalhoopore), of which he undertook the settlement. 

there were not above two 2femindars of villages with whom under the existing 

Regulations of the 11th of April 1788, (which excluded from the rights of 

landholders all those who had been dispossessed before the 1st of July 1775) 

he could conclude a settlement as owners of the lands they laid claim to. 

30th June and 28rd Novr. T'hig diflBcultv was Submitted to Government in 

1789. (12th Jany.*) and lab ,, . , ^, , /^ ^ j • ^u • j v 

February 1790. Resident s letters noted m the margin, and he was 

Vide A^peudix^H. '^^ consequence instructed to propose to the Raja 

to re-admit such of the parties as should be deemed proper objects, although 
their dispossession had been previous to the date above specified ; but as 
the Raja's original jealousy of such rwnstatement prevented his acquiescing 
in this recommendation a considerable portion of the ancient landholders 
of this country had remained of course out of possession, and these lands 
had from necessity been let to farmers, thereby occasioning a material defect 
in and prejudice to the plan for the permanent settlement of this part of the 
country. 

As from the extent and number of the districts to be §efctled, it was 
evident that the Resident could not, in the space of the five months which 
the season afforded, visit in person every Pergunnah, he determined with a 
view to expedite the object of Government a«» much as possible, to depute 
his two Assistants to superintend and eflfect the formation of the 4 and 10 
years' Mofussil settlements, in different parts of the country, whither his own 
circuit could not be extended. 

The instructions under which Messrs. Neave and Treves received 

this commission were recorded at length in the proceedings marked in the 

1- iTon marrin and comprehended or bore reference among 

20th NoTcmber 1789. o * i n n • i i 

Vide Appendix H. others of less consequence to the following heads : — 

In respect to the i years' Mofussil settlements, to examine into and 
revise the arrangement of village renters, and the assessment on each, as 
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proposed by the Amil and Canoongoes acting in pursuance of the previous 
instructions which had been issued to them for that purpose in the month 
of June ; and to correct such deviations as should appear to have been un- 
duly made cither in the exclusion of parties entitled as Zemindars under the 
limitation made by the Board's Regulations of the 1st of April 1788^ or, m 
the over or under allotment of Jumma on the constituent parts of the total 
of that of each district ; such allotment to be regulated (as well in regard to 
the 4 as the 10 years' settlements), as nearly as could be ascertained, accord- 
ing to the fair ability of the respective villages and puttees or sub-divisions 
of villages, so as to admit of the Zemindars and farmers realizing the reve- 
nue assessed in conformity to the revenue rates of 1187 which were fixed 
as the standard or criterion for the collections throughout the country, as 
Goverment had already been apprized of. 

A further object of these instructions, which was considered equally 
obligatory in respect to the Resident's own part of the proceedings on the 
settlement, was that where a large proportion of the land remained waste 
and uncultivated there might be a gradual moderate increase for the first 
few years of the period of the general leases, in consideration of the Go- 
vernment's light to some share of the profit accruing to the renter by 
bringing it into cultivation, and it was further provided that the article 
of spirituous liquors and the tax upon shopkeepers and weavers, compre- 
hended under the denomination of Abkatro, Ghur Dewary and Khergue, 
should be separated from the renter's colfections, and realized by the Amils 
of the respective districts, as far as those articles separately existed, but 
withqut seeking to establish or extend them. 

This exclusion of these contingent articles from the collection of the 
Zemindars and farmers was made with a view to ascertain and limit the 
amount and thereby to prevent them from being perverted into an inde- 
finite means of exaction, which from their nature they so easily admitted 
of. The Resident had also in view, in this separation, the future greater 
facility with which these articles might, where thus rendered distinct from 
the Mai or land revenue, be wholly or partially abolished, according to what 
might be afterwards determined from a due consideration of their nature 
and effects. The Cabooleeuts taken from and Pottahs granted to the Ze- 
mindars and farmers accordingly specified this alienation from the funds 
assigned for their collections, and the deeds in question further provided 
that the renters would make the Regulations of the 23th of June 1788, for 
restricting their collections from the ryots to and within the rates of 1187 

20th (and 27Ui* November ^^^^^» together with those of the 1st of July of the 
1789.) • Not avaUable. same year, for ascertaining the measurement and 

Vide Appendix H. difference between the old and new Nals or rods 
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(which differences were besides endorsed on all the new Pottahs), the rules 
of their conduct in realizing the public revenue, for the due and full pay- 
ment of which, their lands and properties were expressly bound and rendered 
subject to sale by auction in case of failure. 

These engagements likewise stipulated that the renters, whether 
Zemindars or farmers, should neither resume any lands that were held free 
up to the Fuslee year 1195, nor make any new grants of this nature Under 
thp penalties therein described ; besides which they rendered themselves res- 
ponsible for all robberies committed within their respective limits, especi- 
ally on travellers and merchants, in such manner that, if unable to discover 
and apprehend the thief or robber, they were to pay the amount or value of 
the articles taken or plundered. . 

When these preliminary forms were adjusted, the next and most 
material consideration was, how justly to assess the rental on each separate 
village or larger sub-division of the different pergunnahs. Had this as- 
sessment been made on entire pergunnahs (as in the instance of the pre- 
ceding year's settlement of Benares,) the necessity of nice exactitude would 
not have been so urgent, nor of course the task so delicate and difficulty 
because the Amil had in the former case a whole district to raise the sti- 
pulated revenue from, and thei4b possessed a degree of latitude which the 
present proposed mode of fixing irrevocably every village Zemindar's and 
farmer's j urn ma separately must henceforth preclude, and so minute and 
inconsiderable were, for the most part, the portion of Zemindaree rights in 
the Province of Benares (the major part of the jummas being under a 
thousand rupees, many under five hundred and some even down to less than 
ten rupees annually,) that a very small error in the assessment must prove 
fatal and irremediable, where the means of the contractor with Government 
were so limited. 

To provide against this ground of embarrassment, as far as w&s pos- 
sible, the Resident had previously obtained from the Canoongoes of the res^ 
pective pergunnahs an account of the assessment on all the villages for the 
last ten years, of which accounts, as constituting a main ground-work for 
the settlement and being otherwise valuable for occasional reference-, 
copies were transmitted, exhibiting the tushkhees, or amount assessed on 
each village for the successive years of the period comprehended in them, 
by which term of tushkhees was meant the Assil, exclusive of the Abwab, 
the latter having been for the first and last years separately stated in two 
distinct columns at the end of these accountSy the general accuracy of which 
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14th June, 22nd and 26th ^^ Resident had every reason to be satisfied with, 
Dooember 1789, 16th and as well from the Solemn eniratrements under which 
19th February and 12th , , ,. , i< f • i • . 

March 1790. they were dehvered, as from his havmg m one m- 

Vide Appendix B. and H. stance Only been able to trace any concealment to 
have been practised in them, as already mentioned in his address of the 
26th December last on the progress then made in this settlement. 

Yet as great alterations had occurred in many places since the first 
year, to which those accounts extended, the information contained in 
them required of course to be corrected by the local information of the 
Canoongoes and A mils, corroborated by the consent of the parties engag- 
ing to pay the new assessment, under which united precautions the Mofus- 
sil settlement had accordingly been made upon equitable principles, and 
such as it was hoped would, at the same time that it provided for the ren- 
tal due to Government, introduce and insure stability to the tenures of such 
of the landholders as had thereby regained possession, and thence also pre- 
clude the principal temptation, (to which farmers and annual leases were, 
more peculiarly liable), for making undue ezacuons on the ryots. 

Government had already been informed that this desirable restora- 
tion of the village Zemindars had, from the Raja's objection to the measure, 
proved much less general than it might have become, insomuch that out 
of above 5,000 Zemindars who existed in the diflferent districts, only about 
3,000 were yet in possession, the other 2,000, or nearly that number, re- 
maining excluded, principally from having been dispossessed by Raja Bul- 
wunt Sing previous to the Company's last acquisition of Benares in July 
1775 ; including also under this description, those whose lands were situa- 
ted in the Raja's Jagheers, who, if they had occasional possession, could hold 
it only precariously as farmers. 

The accounts of the settlement of each pergunnah had therefore been 
sub-divided, 1st with Zemindars, 2nd, with farmers, and 3rd, that which re- 
mained Amanee, or where, by reason of there being for such places neither 
Zemindars nor farmers, the Amil collected immediately from the ryots. 

The proportions which the several parts of the settlement under 
these heads bore to each other were with Zemindars two thirds, with far- 
mers one quarter, and kutcha, (or where the collections continued to be 
made directly from the ryots), one twelth. 

From the preceding observations it would sufficiently appear clear 
that the object of this permanent settlement could, as far as regarded the 
districts let in the preceding year on 5 years' leases, be only to fix the con- 
tracting Amil's Mofussil jumma during the period of the 4 years that re- 
mained of it according to the fair ability of the several districts under this 
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predicament, without however affecting, unless in the few particular in- 
, stances hereafter enumerated, the sudder jumma, or quantum of revenue 
which this description of farming Amils had, by their unexpired engage- 
ments, to pay to Government ; and considering the light wherein sudi en- 
gagements for, farming lands for a term of years were generally viewed 
throughout India, it was certainly a sufficiently serious encroachment on 
the terms recently concluded with the parties in question thus far to inter- 
fere in their interior arrangements, and from farmers to limit and fix cer- 
tain bounds to their profits and influence, so as to reduce them to the level 
of collectors. Yet it must be declared in justice to these Amils, who alto- 
gether farmed the major part of the province, that they most readily ac- 
quiesced in the disposition thus made by Government and had all, in con- 
sequence, entered into the solemn engagement, mentioned in Resident's 
address of the 26th December, not to exceed in their collections the amount 
of the ascertained Mofussil rental 

As the Sudder settlements for the preceding year 1196 and the 
four succeeding ones were necessarily made (as fully explained in Resident's 
letter of the 26th of April 1789) on the estimates of the Canoongoes as to 
the gross revenue produce of that year, and the revenue thereon fixed after 
deducting for the charges of collections in the manner specified in the 
separate douls accompanying that report, the most of which contained also 
a stipulated increase for the four following years, it could not be expected 
that all these estimates would be found, on trial by the actual assessment 
of the Mofussil jumma, to have been, for this 2nd year of their leases, per- 
fectly accurate, and accordingly the difference had turned out on the whole 
of the present 4 years' Mofussil Settlements and on the rest of the coun- 
try as noticed below, it being premised that the russud or increase laid on 
the 5 years' settlement, for its 2nd year, or from 1196 to 1197, amounted 
to 72,067 Rupees. 

Deficiency of estimated funds for the 2nd year of the 5 years' settle- 
ment, viz. 

1st. Given up in the present permanent Mofussil 
settlement, ..• 23,799 7 9 

2dly. Do. Do. where the five years' 
Amils had not required any proportionate deduction, 
but adhered to the engagements, 27,038 11 

Total of deficient funds in the 5 years' Settle- 
ment, Rupees, 50,838 2 9 
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To counterlralance this error in estimate there were found surplus 
funds in the lands of the said 5 years' settlement to the amount of Rupees, 
74,762-0-9, which, however could not be during the existence of those Amil's 
leases applied to the use of Government. In the rest of the country, which 
was not under any term of lease, the ascertained funds exceeded those of 
last year, after allowing for the deficiencies in the sum of Rupees, 625-1 5-3 
wliicli being added to the above sui-plus in the 4 years^ Mehals made the 
whole Rs. 72,388, from which the aggregate deficiency of 50,838-2-9 being 
deducted left Rupees 21,549-13-3 of surplus Mofussil funds, over and 
above those which had been calculated for the settlement of 1197 (as fixed 
in 1190) including the increase. All this tended to prove that tl^e country 
at large had since last year increased its cultivation and funds, so as to have 
been thus far fully equal to the improving assessment laid out by the 5 years' 
settlement, although from the Sudder jumraa of this 2nd year (1197) not 
lying open to Government in these districts from having been leased rn 1 196 
for 5 years, it had become necessary to give up Rupees 23,799-7-9^ of the 
above Rs. 50,838-2-9 owing to this part of the partial deficiency having fal- 
len too heavily on particular districts. Subtracting from this Rs. 23,799-7-9 
tLe surplus of 625-15-3 in tlje Mehals that had in 1 1 96 been leased for only 
one year, the real ultimate deduction- from the settlement of the whole coun- 
try for 1 197, as estimated in Resident's letter of the 26th April 1789, would 
be Rs. 23,173-8-6, the particular causes for which would be noticed in- the 
following detail of the separate settlements of all the larger and smalter 
divisions of the country. 

The Zemindaree of Berrares comprehended the greatest part of the 
four Circars of Benares, Chunar, Giiazeepore and Jounpore; and extended 
also into the two adjoining Circars of Allahabad and Tirhar. 

In the Circar of Allahabad was situated only the single Pergunnah 
of Budhoee which was held in Jagheer by the Raja upon condition ori- 
ginally understood, but not now performed, of paying half its revenue to 
Government, for the moiety received into the Company's Treasury amount 
ed only to Rupees 1,75,659, whereas Resident had shown in his letter of 
the 12th September 1788 that the Jumn^ of Budhoee could not be less 
than 4,12,000 Rs. However, on the footing of the Raja's permanent lease, 
this surplus in his favor became of only nominal consequence, and this 
subject was here principally mentioned to account for no Mofussil settle- 
ment having been made of this Pergunnah, since, from its situation as a 
Ji^heer to the Roja, any interference with it must have proved very dis- 
agreeable to him, and the Resident had therefore avoided affording any 
plea of umbrage to him on this head, although there was reason to believe 

K 
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that some regulations for its interior management might prove advantageous 
to the inhabitants. 

The Circar of Benares consisted of sundry Pergunnahs and sub- 
divisions, of which the Mofussil settlement had in a great part been made, 
or to the extent of Rs. 4,36,503-7-0, leaving Rs. 2,10,528-13-6 unsettled, 
by which term was meant, where the Jumma of each village was not sepa- 
rately ascertained and fixed by Pottah under Resident's signature. The 
reasons for this omission would appear under the following enumeration of 
the districts comprehended under the unsettled part 

Pergunnah of Gungapoor, Jumma Rs. 78,588 10 

Talooka Kerowna, „ 65,113 4 9 

Do. Hurhooa, „ 3,501 

Village Sheopore, „ 701 



Sicca Rupees, 1,47,903 14 9 



These lands were all held by the Raja's family and immediate 
dependants, Gungapoor, as his paternal Zemindaree, a Talooka of the same 
Pergunnah, (held by his grandmother,) Hurhooa, and the village Sheopore 
by his two most confidential servants Baboo Deleep Singh and Goor Buksh. 
Wherefore from nearly the same motives as already expressed with regard 
to the Jagheer Pergunnah of Budhoee, the interior settlement of these 
Mehals was allowed to rest with the holders, more especially as the time of 
the Resident and his Assistants was sufficiently occupied in the other parts 
of the general settlement. Should however Government think that a ten 
years* Mofussil settlement ought to be made of this part of the country, 
the Raja could hardly allege any solid objections, as these lands were in 
fact held on the same revenue tenure as the rest of the Country and not 
in the nature of free estate as were his Jagheers. 

The other parts of this Circar in which Resident had not interfered 
in the Mofussil settlement were 

the Talooka of Lohta, Rs. 27.632 14 3 

Do. of Soory Kerowt, „ 8,042 1 1 9 

Do. Chitaypoor, „ 11,395 5 6 

Do. Jukhnee, „ 15,563 15 3 



Total, Sicca Rupees, 62,634 14 9 
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It was not thought necessary to interfere in the settlement of these 
Mehals, because they were thus far peculiarly situated that they were held 
by hereditary Talookdars, (or persons claiming to be such,) who uniformly 
paid their revenue with regularity, and managed these small districts with 
a tenderness which men naturally felt for what they considered as their 
own. Believing therefore that l)y interfering in the Mofussil settlement 
of these'small Mehals, Resident might, by deranging the ancient connec- 
tion between the owners and their tenants, do more harm than good, and 
his time besides having been sufficiently absorbed, he left this small divi- 
sion of the country as he found it, at the same Sudder Jumma or rental 
payable to Government as was settled in the previous year. 

• TP^e component parts of the above Rs. 2,10,538-13 6 on account of 
the unsettled part of this Circar were of course here stated as the avail- 
able Mofussil produce, not from actual ascertainment, but from the latest 
year of the Canoongoe's Annual accounts, or for U97 Fuslee, except that 
with regard to the Talooka of Jukhnee, the real value of which was believed 
to have been underrated about 2,500 Rs. in the above stated settlement 
Tlie causes of this would appear from the vouchers of Resident's address of 
the 26th April 1789. 

The next division of the Circar, comprehending a Jumma to the 
aforestated amount of Rs. 4,36,503-7-0. contained one Mehal settled for 4 
years, and nine for ten years, as follows : — 

Jumma for 1197 

Talooka of Mujehwa on a four years' increasing 
lease, ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• •«, 

Amanut villages and Teekree on a 10 years' in- 
creasing lease, 

Pergunnah of Atgawan on a 10 years' increasing, 
lease, ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• », 

Do. Bealsee on, do. 

Talooka of Jalhoopore on, do. 

Do. of Eernadaury on, do. 

Pergunnah Kuttehur on, do. 

Villages called Dehat Mutfurkat on, 

Pergunnah of Pundra on, do. 

Do. of Sheopore on, do. 



Rs. 


57,443 7 





5' in- 






... 


23,399 7 


3 


sing. 






• •■ 


46,280 5 





do. 


45,265 





do. 


30,680 5 


3 


do. 


12,064 2 





do. 


1,17,329 13 


3 


do. 


10,615 10 





do. 


48,012 8 


3 


do. 


45.412 13 






Total, Sicca Rupees, 4,36,500 1 
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On 

Bubraitted 



On tlie settlement of these Mchals the following observations were 



Mujehwa 57,443 7 

This talooka, which belonged to Philwan Singh and his brother, was 
settled last year on a few years lease, but unfortunately at so high a 
Jumma (which the Resident was induced to exact from a view to what 
appeared stated as the former Jumma in the old accounts as referred to in 
his address of the 26th April 1789,) that the talookdars were obliged to 
mortgage their lands to Baboo Ousan Singh, and, although they had since 
redeemed their talooka, yet, as on the Mofussil permanent settlement made 
this year under the inspection of Mr. Treves, the entire Mofussil funds 
only amounted to 56,938-8-0, which could not admit of a payment to Gov- 
«mment of 55,571-7-9, that in the five years* lease was the stipulated sum 
for the second year of it. Resident therefore agreed to cancel the remain - 
ing four years of the lease and to substitute another for the same period 

4th J 1 1789 17th March f^^^^^Jcd On the ascertained funds on the Mofussil 
25th April, 13th May 1790. settlement, with this difference, however, against 

(The last two not available.) ^^^^^ talookdars, that' as they had been allowed 
1,500 Rupees less annually than the 10 per cent, granted in general to all 
the other renters during the 4 years, a gradual increase was to be receive<l 
from the talooka, so as to raise its Jumma to Rupees 59,509-8-6, which 
was perhaps as much as should ever be realized from it, 

Amanut villages and Teekree, R9. 23,399 7 3 

This Mehal consisted of a number of villages and ground situated 
within and around the city of Benares. Its collections, till within these 
two years past, were made by an Officer called Ameen (whence the above 
denomination), who was also collector of the customs at Benares, and pos- 
sessed a very undefined though ancient authority in many other respects over 
the police of the city. With a view to simplify and limit the duties of 
his station, as also to save expense, the greatest part of these collections 
was placed under the Canoongoe, and the Talooka of Toekree under Baboo 
Rarakishen, by which means a considerable saving was last year eff'ected. 
To gratify the Raja, the collectorship of that portion of these villages, after 
the settlement was made in 11 97, was conferred on his agents, the charge 
of which had been transferred to tho Canoongoe in the preceding year ; 
and Ramkishen, having lately been dismissed for misconduct, his part of 
12th August 1790. this Mehal had not been disposed of, but the vil- 

Vide Appendix H. lage pottah -holders left to pay their awn revenue 

into the Treasury, which would prove so far a saving to the public. 
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The jnmma of tliis district was settleil at much the same as it has 
always stood at and without any increase, there iuiving been no land left 
to cultivate. Tiie danger indeed in this Mehal was of a constant diminu- 
tion from a custom tliat, as the town extended by buildings being erected 
on the revenue lands, the former rent thereof became often lost to Go- 
vernment, such exemption having been ordinarily, or at least in former 
times, bought from the Raja, by a consideration of one fourth of the mo-» 
ney paid for the purchase of the ground to the original village Zemindar, 
who though for the most part dispossessed and degraded by the Raja, 
continued nevertheless to enjoy in the public opinion this inherent pri- 
vilege of sale and transfer ; nor were the Rajiis of Bulwunt Sing's family 
ever deemed competent to convey a Beegah of ground beyond their own 
paternal Zemindaree, a circumstance not immaterial to be noticed inan 
address like the present, as it tended to throw light on and to ascertain 

7th Febni^ry 1790, 9th ^'^^ "^^"^® ^^ ^^^'^ "^*^^ ^^ Rajas ; seeming to 
March and 12th August. show that in such capacity they were no more than 

Vide Appendix H. ^|^g permanent local power of Government, with- 

out being the proprietors of the soil, which their assumption of the equi- " 
vocal name of Zemindars as well as Rajas might lead many to imagiua 

But to return from this digression, it miglit be next remarked that a 
part of the ground on which the city of Benares is situated was still sub- 
ject to a land tax of about 1,300 Rs. per anruim, collected under the de- 
nomination of purjote, being probably because it had paid no jote, or part 
of the purchase money, to the Raja at the time of its alienation. This 
sum of purjote was therefore equivalent to the collection known in the other 
parts of the country under the denominations of Khaneh Shoomarec and 
Ghunlewaree : of the revenue collected under which heads mention would 
subsequently be made. 

To put a stop to the abuses which, soon after his arrival at Benares, 
the Resident found to prevail in reg ird to these purchases, real or pretended, 
of revenue land from the old Zemindars, he directed the Cazee of the city 
not to authenticate any more deeds of conveyance without Resident's pre- 
vious sanction, which had of course had the effect of preventing fraudulent 
transfers. At the same time too severe a use of this control had not been 
made 80 as to prevent the proper enlargement of the city, (which had accord- 
ingly very considerably extended its bounds within these few years), in com- 
parison with the benefits arising from which to Government, the loss of a 
few hundred rupees could be no object. 

Atgawan, Rs. 40,280 5 

The Mofussil funds of this Pergunnah having been ascertained with 
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peculiar care were found not by 3,554 Rs. equal to the estimate of its Jum- 
ma on a one year's lease for the preceding year^ which ascertaiomeut was 
further corroborated by the Amil of 1196 having actually lost by bis con- 
cern for that year, in consideration whereof he had been continued as Col- 
lector under the permanent settlement ; during which there was no doubt 
of the growing prosperity of this Perguunah or of the happiness of its in- 
habitants. 

Bealsee Rs. 45,265 

The 10 years' settlement of this Pergunnah had been made upon 
t^rms fullv as advantageous to Gbvernraeiit as it appeared to have ever 
yielded. On this occasion Resident began a reform, which he wished to 
make general throughout the country, by ordering the pensions thereia 
chargeable on the revenue to be transferred to and made payable from the 
public treasury ; a regulation which must, it was thought, tend equally to 
the ultimate advantage of the Pensioners and of Government, by securing 
to the former the regular receipt of their allowances, and by subjecting 
the latter only to the burtheu of real claims, at the same time that the 
receivers became sensible that they owetl to the bounty of Government 
what from long habit and Mofussil payments they were apt to believe 
themselves solely indebted for to the Amils. 

In regard to this Pergunnah, Resident projected also another reforna 
in substituting for a responsible collecting Amil, an irreponsible collector, 
thinking thereby to effect a saving in the charges of collection, and depend- 
ing on the solidity of the Mofussil settlement for the prevention of any de- 
ficiency in the collections ; but it was soon perceived that, the allowances 
and contingencies of the new Collector would equal, or prove at least so 
nearly equivalent to the settled Amil's allowances of Dehyek or 10 per cent, 
that, as well in this as in some other iustauces where similar experiments 
were made, Resident became convinced that the best and true economy for 
Government was to maintain in every perguunah respectable collecting Amils, 
who partly for the consideration of the Dehyek, and many at least in this 
country, from motives of ambition to hold the station, were in general 
regular to a day in the payments of the successive kists or instalments of 
the revenue, without requiring other remuneration than the settled centage 
as aforesaid for any trifling outstanding balances that might remain in the 
Mofussil at the time of their closing their annual accounts with Govern- 
ment. 

On this subject a better place could not perhaps be found to intro- 
duce the mention of a proposal or suggestion made to the Resident by the 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



SETTLEMENT OF THE PROVINCE OF BENARES. 167 

Kcnja to withdraw all the Amils^ as consideriDg the Mofussil settlement to 
have superseded the use of them. But without entering into what might 
have been the Raja s real motives for such a suggestion, it need hardly be 
observed that the Resideat declioed availing himself of it, being firmly of 
opinion that exclusive of the imminent risk of loss to the Company which 
must have attended such a measure, it would have proved an act of posi- 
tive injustice to the renters, and the surest means of the speedy dissolu- 
tion of the settlement and of the dispossession of all the newly reinstated 
Zemindars and renters. For although Resident's opinion was favorable 
enough to the inhabitants of Benares in general, yet the great body of petty 
landholders were by no means arrived at such a state of sober conduct 
and reflection as to be left entirely to their own guidance. They were yet 
hke novices in training, and though they raiofht be gradually entrusted to 
pay their own revenue immediately into the Treasury, that privilege had hi- 
therto been restricted to those who might from time to time be able to es- 
tablish any just grounds of complaint for excessive exactions or otherwise 
against their respective Amils. 

Talooka of Jalhoopoor, Rs. 30,680 5 3 

It had already been mentioned how all the Zemindars of this dis- 
trict excepting two had been dispossessed for so long a period, as to be in- 
capable of being reinstated under the regulation of the 11th of April 1788 ; 
and the Raja having refused to consent to an extension of the limitation 
of that order, (as already reported in Resident's letter of the 1st February 
1790), it was of courae all fanned with the exception of the two instances 
before mentioned. 

In the district the revenue had suflFered so much by the effects of 
the scarcity or famine which happened in the year 1783-84, that to enable 
the Arail to raise the revenue subsequently assessed on it, he was obliged 
to lay on an additional tax of two annas ; and these being of course so 
much above the rates of 1 187 Fuslee, which by the regulations of the 25th 
of June 1788 were ordained to be the standard for the ryots' payments 
throughout the country, the cultivators of Jalhoopoor claimed thereon to 
have these two annas struck out of their rental, in consequence of which a 
2nd March 1790. compromise was made to their satisfaction, where- 

Vide Appendix H. by one half was given up and the other incorpora- 

ted with the Mai part of their revenue. 

On enquiring into this subject, it appeared that although the rates 
were thus higher, the aggregate of the Jumma of Jalhoopoor was less than in 
1187, to explain which, it was proper to observe, that the same ground in 
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this country paid diflFerent rates according to its occupants ; as for instance 
the Brahmins paid least of all, the Rajpoots somewhat more, whilst the 
most industrious classes of the Ryots called Koonbe€«, Kachies and Kuyrees, 
who cultivated the most valuable articles of produce, paid the liighest rates 
per Beegah. And as from these latter being of the lower order of castes 
they were least regarded and most helpless iti times of general calamity, it 
unfortunately happened that during the famine aforesaid a great propor- 
tion of them were in this district, as well as in others supplanted by Brali- 
niins, which had the immediate and unavoidable effect of sinking the reve- 
nue in the manner above explained, — a circumstance, which in its general 
operation in a greater or less degree throughout the country, might serve 
in part to account for the reveiiuo being in general less than it was in 
Cheyt Sing's time in districts even where tlie appearance of cultivation was 
as great or greater than at that perifxl. And it was accordingly to thi:? 
unfavorable mutation among the cultivators and to the additions made to 
the free lands during the degree of anarchy that prevailed under the succes- 
sive Naibs, together with the diminution of cultivation occasioned durinji^ 
the same perioJ, partly by the calamity of the season and partly from there 
havin<r been no effectual control to check the undue exactions of the Amils, 
that might be fairly attributed the rapid declension which had taken place 
in the revenue funds of this country. 

Talooka of Kernedaury, 12,OG4f 2 

The settlement of this talooka, (which formed part of the original 
Pcrgunnah of Gungapore,) for the Fuslee year 1 1 96, would show the re- 
duced state into which it had at that period fallen, and the difficulty with 
which the farmer was prevailed upon to consent to what he represented to 
be the high terms of the five years' settlement then stipulated. He accord- 
ingly could not hold it beyond the first year, and a satisfactory Mofussil 
settlement having now been made with the' village Zemindars, as far as the 
periods of their dispossession admitted of reinstatement, and with farmei-s 
for the rest on 10 years' leases, the collection thereof had at the Rnja's re- 
quest been comnriitted to him as adjoining closely to his own hereditary 
part of the Pergunnali, and he agreeing to charge nothing fur the expense 
of collection ; by all which means a very favorable and solid adjustmoit 
of the revenues of this small district had taken place, and <luring the 
course of the 10 years* lease, the payments to Goveruiueut would equal 
what they ever amounted to. 

Pergunnah Kuttehur, 1,17,329 13 3 

Sheopore, 45,4-12 13 
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There was little to remark on these districts, except that their decen- 
nial settlements had been made with the greatest, care under a competition 
between the Raja's agents and Baboo Juggiit Sing the Amil, the former 
wishing to prove their value to be greater than the latter admitted of or 
than appeared by the result of a very minute scrutiny made inconse- 
quence of this altercation between the parties. These districts were in high 
order, and at their full Jumma, and a very favorable opinion had been 
entertained of their Amil, who, iu being an oiject of jealousy to the Raja, 
shared only the common fate of all his relations. 

Bishen Sing, an invalid officer, who was dis ibled in the massacre 
at Shewalla, Laving ever since been allowed an immunity of about 300 
Rs, per annum from a small farm which he held in these districts, it has 
been continued to him. 

Villages called Dehat Mutfarkat, 10,615 10 

Perguunah Pundi-a, 48,012 8 3 

The settlement of the Pergunnah of Pundra and of the Dehat Mut- 
furkat had been well made, and to an amount fully equal to their ordinary 
jumma ; the cause of that of the Dehat Mutfurkat appearing somewhat 
less than in the Donl of last years* settlement, having been that one of its 
villages called Jurkhore was situated in the Circar of Chunar, whence its 
jumma stood in the general account of the settlement under that division. 
This pergunnah of Pundra and the collection of villages called Dehat Mut- 
furkat had long been annexed as to their revenue to the Pargunnah of 

Uih Febuary. 6fch March 1^1^^^'^^ i» ^'»<^ l^st mentioned Circar, but on the 

1'^^- occasion of the present settlement, three of them 

Vide Appendix H. j^^^j j^^^^ ^^ ^j^^ Ylujas request annexed as to their 

collection to the Raj as Pergunnah of Kuswar, otherwise called Gungapore. 

The above Mehals being all those of the Circar of Benares, the 
Circar of Chunar was next dwelt upon, in which there was only one ta- 
looka left unsettled, viz., 

Talooka Moosaypoor. ... ... ... ... 3,988 4 

This talooka was in 1196 leased to Shunker Pundit for a period of 
five years, on a jumma rather exceeding in proportion its Mofussil funds, 
and having since been proved in the Moolky Adawlut (wherein all such 
claims were decided) to have been the Zemindaree right of Enayet AshrufF, 
Shunker Pundit agreed to relinquish his lease, and a decennial settlement 
Was made with the proprietor ; and the property being small and heredi- 
tary it was not thought necessary to intcifere in its Mofussil settlement. 
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The other parts of this Circar were divided nearly ia equal propor- 
tions into four and ten years* Mofussil settlements, there being nine Per- 
gunuahs of each description, some account of which is given below beginniog 
with those for four years, this term being (as already noticed in reference 
to the Sudder or Pergunnah leases concluded the preceding year,) for a pe- 
riod of five years. 

Pergunnah Ahrowmli 14,252 4 3 

This pergunnah was formerly much more productive when under it3 
native Zemindar MuUik Furrukh, slain by Bulwunt Singh, since which the 
Pergunnah* remained annexed to the Benares Zemindaree. A great part of 
it was interpersed with unproductive hills and the roost extensive jungle in 
the whole countiy, said to have been artificially reared and kept up as a 
surrounding covert to the fortress of Luteefghur. The riches therefore 
for which Mullik Furrukh was famed could not have been derived from the 
product of the soil, but must principally have arisen from his districts hav- 
ing at that time been the channel of the Deccan commerce to the Ganges 
an advantage it no longer enjoyed since the establishment of the mart at 
Mirzapore. In all other respects Ahrowrah was believed to be as favorably 
situated, with a moderate jumma and a conscientious Amil, as its local 
circumstances would admit. 

Pergunnah of Bhudwul or Bhurwul 30,225 1 

This pergunnah was occupied by a number of Zemindars of the 

23rd February 1790. Rajpoot tribe, descended from one common stock 

Vide Appendix H. the principal amongst whom was also the Amil. 

The district was in good order, and the settlement, as made by Mr. Treves 

a solid one. 

Pergunnah Bbugwul, 29,481 15 3 

28th February 1790 There were no circumstances relative to this 

Vide Apiiendix H. pergunnah that required remark, unless it was that 

it had an excellent Amil. 

Pergunnah of Dhoos, 26,804? 7 6 

This pergunnah, in which there was much waste land, was let for 
1196 at a jumma higher than the Amil could collect, in consideration 
whereof his lease, which was only for one year, was extended to five, with 
a deduction of about 2000 Rs. and the Mofussil settlement for the 4 years 
that remained to elapse had been made by Mr. Treves, in a manner that 
would enable the Amil to continue to hold it and to pay the Sudder reve- 
4th July 1789,26th Febni- nue, and at the sametime the greatest part of the 

arvl790. . 

Vide Appendix H. 10,000 becgahs of waste land estimated to be con- 

tained in this pergunnah might be gradually brought into cultivation. 
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Pergimnah of Bureh, 42,182 7 6 

Do. Mehayeh, 61,495 

These pergunnahs were under a very good Arail, and nearly in the 
possible state of cultivation as reported by Mr. Treves, who made 
the Mofussil settlement. 

Some of the Zemindars preferred a proposal to the Resident to be- 
come answerable for the payment of the revenue of these districts for an 
allowance of 5 per cent, instead of the 10 received by the Amil, but having 
no reason to place confidence in this proposal, which appeared to proceed from 
a temporary disgust at the present collector. Resident declined to avail him- 
self of their tender, nor was it conceived that Government would ever find 
it their true interest to avail themselves of such specious ofiers. 

Hth February 1790. ^ , . ( Mowye, ... 19,356 9 

Persninnah -^^ -^ 



.{ 



Vide Appendix H. icioUiiuau v^i ^ Jlohwaiee, ... 19,787 13 

There was very little waste land in these pergunnahs which were 
under an Amil and in a prosperous state. 

Pergunnah of Nerwun, 55,700 6 

The peace of this pergunnah had long been greatly disturbed by two 
of its village Zemindars called Door and Buggut Sing, who, with a view to 
levy contributions on the Amil or to render him a cypher, whilst their in- 
fluence alone should prevail through the district, had during the past three 
years made use of every machination to distress him, with occasional threats 
of using open force to expel him from the pergunnah, if he did not submit 
to their terms. On account of this disorderly behaviour, and for their balance, 
they were apprehended and sent in confinement to the Adawlut at Benares. 
Buggut Singh died of fever and Door Sing was permitted to return into 
the pergunnah on promise of future peaceable behaviour. These disturb- 
ances produced unfavorable effects on the four years* Mofussil settlement, 
which seemed also to have been assessed with too heavy an Annual increase, 
yet on Mr. Treves* assurance from the spot that the engagements of the 
village Zemindars and farmei*s were voluntary, and on consideration also of 
the general evils that might, in point of precedent, result from any conclu- 
ded settlements being revised and diminished by encouraging pleas to be' 
set up in other cases. Resident acquiesced in the dispositions that had 
been made. Towards the end of the year several of the pottah holders, exci- 
ted perhaps by Door and Buggut Sing's adverse interest, came up to com- 
plain of their engagements being too heavy for them to perform, in conse- 
quence of which some alterations have taken place, without however having 
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occasioned any diminution in the stipulated four years' jumma, which, it was 
27th and 28th Jaiinarj, hoped, might coutinue to be avoided especially as 

ethj^lOth and 16th February ^^^.^ ^^^^ j^^^f ^f ^j^^ pergUUuah WaS fall OW OF 

(The two first not available.) waste at the time of the settlement ; and as most 
of it was capable of cultivation, it seemed nut impossible that, through the 
Amil's and renter's exertions, the improvement in this respect might in so 
wide a field, keep pace with the increase of jumma, to eflFect which every 
attention would be bestowed, though it was certainly a place about which 
Resident could not be without apprehensions, as would be hereafter noticed 
further. 

The remaining pergunnahs of this Circar have all been settled upon 
10 years' Mofussil leases, under the circumstances specified in the following 
alpliabetical enumeratiou of the nine districts in question. 

lat Pergunnah of Agowree Budhur or Burhur 
Agowree, 53,251 13 6 

The Zemindaree of this Pergunnah (which comprehended also, as a 
dependency, a tributary claim over the extensive but wild and unproductive 
country of Singrowlee,) was held as a separate and distinct Zemiodarea by 
Raja A'lil Sah, by virtut^ of a grant from Mr. Hastings, of the nature of 
which Government had already been fully apprized. The Resident*s report 
of the last years' settlement noticed the apprehensions then entertained of 
having overrated its settlement, and tlie difficulty with which it w:is realiz- 
ed corroborted and strengihened them, till on Resitlent's arrival in the per- 
gunnah, the truth of them was fully evinced by ocular demonstration, for 
fully Ijalf the country capable of cultivation, though perhaps hardly ever all 
cultivated, seemed fallow, independent of the great space taken up by the 
hills and rocks with which this wild tract wjis plentifully replenished. On ex* 
amining into the Mofussil accounts of this pergunnah it^ appeared that af- 
ter deducting the sayer and Canoongoe s Nankar, (articles now abolished or 
alienated from the funds of the public revenue), the average result of the 
10 years' preceliug produce did not exceed Rs. 58,G0I from which was to 
he deducted 4,000 Rs. for the Raja's malikana (mortgaged for the payment 
of his debjLs to Sheolal Dobeh), leaving only about 54,000 Rs. average re- 
• venue funds for a rental to Government to be assessed from. Accordingly 
Rs. 55,570 was the gross amount of the Mofussil assessment or tushkees in 
11 90/ of which only 51,083 was realized, so that to pay the Government 
jumma of that year, amounting to 48,001 Rs., and to defray the chai-ges of 
collection, this Raja was obliged to have recourse to other resources. Oa 
the whole, therefore, Resident was fully convinced of the cxpendiency of 
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4th July 1789. 23ni and regulating the future revenue to be paid by the 
25th March, Srd and 22nd Raja according to what shouhl prove to be the 
"^P"/^'^^- ascertained funds of his country, the Mofussil 

S^L'^twr^t not avail. Jum ma of which for 1197 amounted, inclusive of 
*ble.) the aforesaid malikana, to Rs. 53,251-13-6 (being 

within 3,188 Rs. the amount of its jumma in 1187, the last year of Cheyt 
Sing's management), from which deducting 4,001 Rs. for his Malikana 
Jagheer and Rs. 3,056-1-6 for the first years' charges of collection, together 
with Rs. 1,194-12-0 for the Canoongoe's Nankar, there remained Rs 4,500, 
being just 10,000 Rs. less than the former year's exaggerated estimation 
of the realizable jumma for 1197, which deficiency was however made up 
to within about 1,300 by the lOtb year of the lease. 

Yet on this account and in consideration that 4,000 Rupees of the 
revenue funds of the country had thus become alienated and mortgaged 
from the use of Government in the manner mentioned in Resident's letters 
of the 26th of April and 2iid October 1789, the allowance to Raja Adil 
Sah was restricted as above mentioned for charges of collection for the first 
year, and for the next four of the ten years (which period must be allowed for 
the produce of the Jagheer to pay off the debt) to 4,000 Rupees per annum, 
after which for the last five years, the Malikana being resumed and added 
to the revenue, he was to be allowed the full Dehyek or 10 per cent, on the 
whole in common with other Amils. 

In this pergunnah and the adjoining one of Bijehghur the cultivators 
or the ploughmen and the laborers were all of that class called Loks, that 
is, bondsmen or slaves, liable to be sold as other slaves, and with seemingly 
this single distinction in their favor that their castes were not affected by 
their bondage. Resident was at some pains to collect information concern- 
ing this servile race of men, but he was unable to devise any means by 
which their situation could be raeleorated consistently with the state of that 
country, which but for them would probably from its unhealthiness and ste- 
rility be almost entirely deserted. 

Pergunnah of Bijehghur, 1,196 9 

This small pergunnah was in as thriving a state as tjie nature of its 
soil, its hills and jungles would admit of, and its present jumma rather ex- 
ceeded even this amount during the time of Raja Cheyt Sing. There were 
in this pergunnah a class of people called Bonwariahs, who lived entirely 
in the hills and continued in an exceedingly wild and uncivilized state, in- 
somuch that they did not attend to make their settlement ; and as there 
would have been no compelling them without bloodshed, and as Resident 
could not stay long enough in their vicinity to prevail on their good will to 
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come and visit him, their part of the settlement w:is accordingly made through 
the Amil, wlio was also a pensioner of Government as mentioned in Resi- 
sident's address of the 16th February 1788, in which, through misinforma- 
tion, Abdhoo Sing was represented as the son of Raja Duljeet Sing, to 
whom Mr. Hastings on his settlement of Benares assigned, or meant to 
assign, a Malikana on his ancient Zemindaree of Bijehghur, on the same 
principles as those he conferred, and which were now more or less enjoyed 
by the several grantees, with the single exception of this Duljeet and his 
representatives, the causes of which, joined to a claim preferred by Raja 
Mehipnarain to the hereditary Zemindaree of Bijehghur, were now sub- 
mitted to the Board's consideration. 

Raja Mehipnarain's claim was founded on a purchase of the Fort 
and Pergunnah by his grandfather. Raja Bulwunt Sing, about 37 years 
previously from the aforesaid Duljeet Sing, then Raja thereof, which claim 
was so far accurately stated, that Bulwunt Sing did, partly by force and 
partly by negociation, wrest this fortress from Duljeet, taking a bill of sale 
for that and the pergunnah on a stipulated price of 70,000 Rs. of which 
however he was said to have paid only 30,000, besides soon after depriving 
the conquered Raja of the few remaining villages, originally assigned for 
bis support. The bill of sale was not now forthcoming, having been (as 
pleaded by Raja Mehipnarain) lost in the troubles attending Raja Cheyt 
Sing's expulsion, during which the old Raja of Bijehghur (Duljeet) and 
bis grandson Pirtheeput assisted or attended British arms in common with 
the other dispossessed Zemindars, as was evident from Mr. Hastings* men- 
tion, in his letter on the settlement, of having on this account assigned mali- 
kana allowance for that Raja in like manner with others, till (as he express- 
ed it) they should be put in possession of their ancient inheritance. Hence 
Raja Mehipnarain's assertion that Mr. Hastings disallowed of Uuljeet's 
claim on further enquiry into it seemed not very probable ; the more espe- 
cially as in the following year, 1190 Fuslee, Pirtheeput was actually vest- 
ed with the revenue charge of the pergunnah of Bijehghur, including the 
adjoining one of Agoree Burhur, but falling in balance. Raja Adil Sah 
paid, or rather took upon himself the responsibility for 12,000 Rs. on his 
account, to his security Sheolal Dobeh, and received a mortgage bond from 
the said Pirtheeput for the Pergunnah of Bijehghur, of which from the be- 
ginning of the next year, he (Adil Sah) became renter to Government in- 
cluding his own ancient Zemindaree of Agoree Burhur, and continued to 
hold the same, till the end of 1192, when Raja Mehipnarain took both per- 
gunnahs for one year into his possession, but they were restored to Raja 
Adil Sah in 1 1 94', (the year before Resident's arrival), during which, to pay 
a balance of the current revenue, he was forced to have recourse to borrow 
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from Sheolal Dobeh. For this amount and the unlicinidated moiety of Pir- 
theeput's balance, which he had taken on liitnself to make good to Slioolal 
Dobeh on account of the year 1190, he mortgaged his malikana (then con- 
sisting of 80,000 Rs. per annum) for the security of his accumulated debt, 
then amounting to 20,000 Rs. which was at that time in course of Hquida- 
tion from the funds of the reduced annual malikana of 4,000 Rs. continu- 
ed to him for that purpose, as stated in Resident*s letter of the 26th April 
1789, when the Resident was not so well acquainted as he had since become 
with all the circumstances relative to these two pergunnahs. 

It now remained for Government to decide on Raja Mehipnarain's 
claim to possess the Pergunnah pf Bijehghur as his hereditary property, 
to prefer which, it was thought, he was induced by the then recent relin- 
quishment of its fortress by the British troops, conceiving that with the 
pergunnah it would fall of course into his hands. Resident had however 
thought it his duty to discourage any hopes which the Raja might have en- 
tertained on this subject, because the tenure of the fortress to him could 
produce no good effects and might perhaps at some future time encourage 
him or his family to be troublesome ; and because, also, his establishment as 
Raja was made on the express condition of excluding every idea of inde- 
pendence or sovereignty. Yet that the subject might be open to the deci- 
sion of Qovernment, Resident had not hitherto given any sunnud to the 
present Amil, as he had in other cases, for the satisfaction of the Arails, 
that during good behaviour they would be continued as Collectors for the 
period of the respective settlements. 

As the claim of Pirtheeput, (whose grandfather Duljeet was dead), 
Resident was of opinion that it could only at most be admitted to extend 
to any allowance which Qovernment might from bounty, and in pursuance 
of the ascertained intentions of Mr. Hastings in favor of his grandfather, 
think fit to allow him by way of subsistence, for which he was then in the 
greatest distress. The Malikana allowance intended for his father was said 
to have been 1,200 Rs. per annum. 

Pergunnah of Bhoilee 90,890. 8 

The jumma of this Mehal was considerably improved by the 10 
years' settlement, its doul for 1 1 96 having been only 80,727-7-6, yet the 
whole addition had been realized with facility by Sheolal Dobeh, who pre- 
pared the settlement. The revenue produce. of this Mehal to Qovernment, 
including also Pundra and Ouzara and the Dehat Mutfurkat, would be fur- 
ther improved from the beginning of the Fusleeyear 1 198 by the accession 
of Rs. 25,063-15-3, which for these two yeai*s past had been mortgaged to 
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Sheolal Dobeh, for the gradual liquidation of his advance on account of 
KuU) All Begs balance of 1195 Fuslee asalreaiy noticed in Resident's 
letter of the 2Gth of April 1789. 

Pergunnab Hevelee Cliunar, ... ... ... 41,302 2 6 

This Mehal was in 1196 let to the late Gungapershaud on a five years' 
lease, but he, thinking the jumma too high, relinquished it, which had prov- 
ed a great advantage to the pergunnab by enabling the Resident to place 
it under the Amil of the adjoining one of Bhugwut, through whose medium 
such a judicious decennial settlement had been made with the village 
Zemindars and renters that no doubt was entertained of the ensured pros- 
perity of this pergunnab. 

Pergunnab of Kereeat Sekhur, 53,523 

This Mehal was in 1196 let on a five years' lease to Baboo Ram 
Kishen and the farmer consented, in the course of forming the present per- 
manent settlement, to have the Mofus:>il one in this district extended to 10 
yeai-s, by the result of wljich a profit of Rs. 2,207-14-6 was for the first 
year of the decennial settlement, ascertained to him, beyond the estimate 
funds on which the five ycais' Sudder engs^ements with him had been 
concluded, but, till the expiration of the five years, it was evident that this 
surplus profit, amounting for 1197 throughout the 
30th June 1789, 25tU Feb- country in general to Rs. 71,762-0-9 belonged of 
^^"^^^ ' ' right to the 5 years' Amils according to the terms 

of their contract. Although Ram KisLen's share thereof had, from his mis 
conduct above noticed, and consequent dismission, passed again to Govern- 
ment his removal and the appointment of a new Amil had occasion- 
ed no difference to or innovation in the decennial Mofussil settlement, 
since Amils had now only the power to collect and not to assess except iu 
that small portion of most of their districts whicli remained Kutcha. 

Pergunnab Mejehwar, 27,764 8 3 

'This Pergunnab was occupied by Zemindars of the Rajpoot tribe, 
whose possessions were so blended, and undefined that at the time of 
making the settlement and fixing the Jumma it was found impossible to 
descend further in its apportionment on the differ- 
28rd and 27th November ^^^ parts of the districts than to its seven general 
' divisions or Tuppehs, the partners agreeing to assess 

among themselvc^s the personal proportions of the Jumma in each Tup- 
peh : but in this attempt they had differed with each other to such a de- 
gree that the gross revenue due from the Pergunnab was for the first year 
of the settlement realized with considerable difficulty from such a number 
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of cuntcstiDg parties that measures bad now been taken to ascertain tbeir 
shares and respective quotas of the jumma with certainty, so as to obviate 
future contention. 

Pergunnah of Ralhoopoor, 3,686 10 9 

This being the Pergunnah in which was situated the Raja's princi- 
pal place of abode, Resident interfered no further in the settlement than to 
satisfy himself that the reduced jumma, (as noticed in his letter of the 26th 
April 1789) , at which the Raja continued to claim to hold it, was, as far as 
regarded the present state of the Pergunnah, not founded on fictitious pleas. 
The conclusion and the passing of the deeds of settlement were then left to 
him as he requested. 

Village of Jurkore, 2,501 

Sufficient mention of this villj^ge had been made under the head of 
Dehat Mutfurkat in the CSrcar of Benares. 

The detail of the Circar of Chunar was thus finished, the Mofussil 
jumma of which amounted according to its above component parts to 
6,21,61 1-1-6. 

In the Pergunnah of Ghazeepore the three following Mehals remain- 
ed without a Mofussil settlement. 

Talooka of Chit Ferozepoor, 

Pergunnah Lucknesur, 

Do. Syedpore Bhitree, 



10,002 
20,501 
20,724 11 







50,227 11 






The talooka of C!hit Ferozepoor (otherwise called Burragaon) was 
possessed by a class of Rajpoots who had always affected, and sometimes 
evinced a degree of turbulence bordering on independency, insomuch 
that the Raja's Government, and since that the English, had been satisfied 
to receive from them a fixed sum, without any very accurate knowledge of 
the real value of their country, which to ascertain would require a local 
and careful investigation ; and after all it was doubted whether the trouble 
that might attend it would not exceed any possible resulting advantage. 
There was indeed a claim against them to the amount of 1,500 Rs. on 
account of their alleged encroachments on the adjoining Pergunnahs of 
Gurreh and Dehma which it was hoped would be decided before the close of 
the present year ; but in the meantime about 1,600 Rs. had been received 

L 
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from them more than they used to pay before^ being the amount of a Mali* 
kana whkh they were in the habit of deductings but which, having been 
omitted to be inserted in the account of the Mujray sent to Oovemment, 
the Resident had not admitted of their receiving credit for during the last 2 
years : and this might in fSstct be esteemed a real increase to their former 
jumma, and, though not originally so meant, it was perhaps the only 
method in which any addition could have been made to their Sudder rental ; 
to pay which their Mofussil funds had long stood at about 1 2,209 from 
which deducting their present effective revenue to Government of 10,002 
Gourshahee Rupees and their own Nankar of 1,600 Rs. there still remained 
between 5 and 6 hundred Rs. out of which they paid the Collector or Suza- 
wul who was appointed to receive their revenue, which station for the past 
two years had been filled by Meer Amjud Ali, the neighbouring Amil of 
Kopa, though, since the beginning of the present year 1198, the partners 
In Chit, separating from those of Ferozepore, had made choice of Ram 
Chund Pundit through whom to pay the future part of their revenue. 

Pergunnah of Lucknesur, 20,500 

A description of this small Pergunnah which was inhabited by one 
race of men called Seingers was given in Resident's address of the 1st 
February 1789, to which it was added that though from situation, old habits 
and frequent precedents, they were calculated to be the most troublesome 
of all the Company's subjects in Benares ; yet their conduct for these two 
years past had been: most exemplarily peaceable, and Resident was persua- 
ded that under a mild administraliiHi they would no longer prove r^ractory. 

With this view the Mofussil settlement of their Pergunnah was not 
attempted to be made and there was no fear but they would punctually pay 
their Sudder revenue which had since the last year increased upon them to 
the amount of 1,600 Rs. annually, owing to the sum which they had yearly 
been in the habit of receiving as a deduction from the aggregate of their 
paid jumma of 20,501 Gourshahee Rupees, having, through mistake, in like 
manner as in respect of Chit Ferozepore, been omitted to be allowed for 
in the account of the Mujray which accompained Resident's address of 
the 29th April 1789 on the settlement of that year. Wherefore as 
allowing this article would afterwards have altered the accounts, and as 
the funds of their country were amply sufficient to aflford it, they were pre- 
vailed upon, towards the end of last year, to add this amount to their future 
payable reantal, which they agreed to, fixing their Mofussil jumma in fu- 
ture at Gourshahee Rs. 22,320-2-9, out of which they paid to Government 
through their Collector the sum of Rs. 20,501 , and allowed him for his charges 
at the rate of 175 Rs. per month to be defrayed from the surplus of their 
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settlement as aforesaid, and from the talbana collected in the course of the 
year, though whether they raised now any thing in lieu of their resumed Ma- 
hkana, Kestdent was not certain of, but this seemed not improbable. 

The town of RuseiU in their country was such a capital mart that 
from the duties on trade including the ground rent of the town or mart it- 
self (which in 1194 fetched singly about 5,000 Rs. per annum) they were 
rich and easy. When therefore the order was issued in 1788 to abolish all 
Rahdaree and Qunje duties, they were at first determined to have recourse 
to their old mode of fighting to preserye their immunities, but the settled 
Merchants of the place, knowing they must suffer in the conflict, made 
Uiem agree to submit to the Regulations on a promise of enhancing the rate 
of their ground rent one half^ or from about 5,000 to about 7,500, a cir- 
cumstance which did not come to Resident's knowledge at the time, but 
which he had since learnt from rery good authority. 

Pergunnah of Syedpore Bhitree^ 20,754 11 

This jumma was only a small proportion of the revenue of the 
Pergunnah, the rest of which to the amount of 54,304 Rs. was held by 
Baboo Ousan Singh in Jagheer, as originally deducted and allowed for in 
Mr. Hasting's perm^ent settlement with Raja Mehipnarain. This Jagheer- 
dar managed also and paid the revenue part of the district, and as it was 
80 smsdl and making a Mofussil settlement of it would prove an unpleas- 
ing interference to Ousan Sing, who was one of the most respectable men 
in the country, Resident had not therefore thought it necessary to trouble 
him on the subject. 

Of the remaining and principal part of the CSrcar of Qhas^eepore of 
16 Pergunnahs, half being on five years* leases, the Mofussil settlement had 
accordingly been made from the beginning of 1197 for the four unexpired 
years in the following manner : — ' 

Pergunnah of BuUiah, ... .., 1,33,887 5 6 

The settlement of this Pergunnah had been nmde with great minute- 
ness. 1'he principal difficulty in respect to it arose from the disputed claims 
among the Zemindars originating from the former state of the pergunnah 
which was held by hereditary right by a race of Rajas, who were dispos- 
sessed, like many other landholders, by Raja Bulwunt Sing, in consequence 
(rf which Mr. Hastings granted a Malikana to Bhowayel Deo, their present 
^Bpoesessed representative. As far however aa could be efiected, the rights of 
the contending subordinate landholders had been duly attended to, and the 
remaming claims lay stiU open to investigation in the Moolkee Adawlut : it 
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having been established as a general rule with regard to the present 
permanent Mofussil seUlement, that it only finally decided as to the quantum 
of jumma payable by whoever should now or hereafter naake out the best 
judicial title to the tenure of the lands. For the rest, the Pergunnah had 
the good fortune to have an excellent Amil, who had already brought its 
.cultivation from a veiy decayed to a flourishing state. 

p Bedawn, 21,790 12 6 

Pergunnahs of, -< Puchoter, 63,920 

(^ Zuhoorabad, ... 90,121 4 

These three Pergunnahs !ay contiguous to €ach other, and were 

\mder one Amil, Baboo Roop Singh, the heir of Baboo Jugger deo Sing, 

the late Amil who had made such good use of the very low state to which 

they were reduced when let to him in the begin- 

20tb November and 28rd ning of 1 196 Fuslee that through the means princi- 

Docember.l7S9 4tk January, ,7 ^ « , > , \« , . , ,. 

25th August 1190. pally of new Kyots, who nad fled into these dis- 

Vide Appendix H. tricts from the opjwessions of the Nawab Vizier s 

Beighbouring Amil of Azimghur, he had already 
brought a great proportion of the fallen land into cultivation, so as thereby 
to be able not only to pay the revenue ot Government but to derive a clear 
surplus profit above his Dehyek <rf Rs. 14,000 per annum, which would of 
course fall to Government at the end of his lease, but to which he was dur- 
ing the period of it in every point of view justly entitled as the reward of 
• laudable industry and exertion. 

f Chowsah, 67,302 15 

Pergunnahs of, I Zemaniah, .... 1,69,487 2 3 

The Mofussil settlement of these Mehals was made by Mr. Neave to 
as much advantage as their depressed state for many years since Cheyt 
Sing's expulsion would allow of; but to admit of its permanency, their 
Amil, Kasim Beg, who from age or indolence had in sundry instances ap- 
peared incapable of superintending such large and important concerns, was 
removed, and in his room two of the best Amils who could be found in tho 
country were chosen. The pergunnahs having been divided from each 
other, under the care of these two Amils, there was great hope that this 

20thNovemberl789, 5th, P^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^""^'^y ^^^^'^ P^^^P^^' *°^ *^ '^8^ 
6tb,7th,9th,iuh,i4th,i6th, extent of waste land, amounting in Chowsah to 

27th March 1790.' more than half of the whole, be brought gradually 

Vide Appendix . j^^^ cultivation, though improvements here could 

not be so rapid as in the districts adjoining to the Nawab Vizier's country, 
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becanse the ryots who fled from it, finding settlements in the first border- 
ing Pergunnahs, proceeded of course no further. 

The currency of Cbowsah and Zemaniah used till of very late 
years to be, in common with the greater part of tlie Mehals of this Sircar, 
in Tersoolee Rupees, but Benares Siocas had recently superseded them, in 
consequence of which, the settlement made with the two new Amils had 
been drawn out in this last standard currency, which it were to be wished 
might equally find its way into, all the other districts. 

Pergunnah of Sekunderpoor, ..• >,02,437 7 3 

There had been frequent occasion to notice the extremely deserted 
and waste state in which this large Pergunnah was found, and in Resident's 
letter of the 26th April 1789, it was mentioned that Shunker Pundit was 
appointed its Amil as the best means of restoring it, nor was there any 
reason to doubt the success which had hitherto^ attended his well meant 
endeavours; from Resident's confidence in. which and the very remote si^ 
Not available. tuation of the district, which did not allow of his 

4Ui. June l79Qi circuit being extended to it, he trusted to the AmU 

and the Canoongoes to prepare the Mofussil settlement ; under which and 
Lis care, there was a strong confidence that the country would continue to 
prosper, and the waste part of it be gradually brought into a state of cul- 
tivation, aided by the advantage which it in this respect possessed of ad- 
joining the Vizier's country. 

Pergunnah of Shadeeabad, .^ .... ... 88,303 1 9 

It was observed with respect to this Pergunnah that the state and 
Mofussil settlement of it, as^ well as the Amil's management, had been very 
favorably reported on by Mr. Treves, who further mentioned that tl)e Amil 
was sedulously engaged in digging and constructing wells of masomy, and 
in bringing into cultivation that part, of the country, which had for many 
years been a jungle, on the terms reported in Resident's letter of the 2nd 
October 1789 and approved by Government under date the 21st of the 
same month. 

The above were all the five years* settlements of the Sircar of 
Qhazeepore. The remaining Pergunnahs which had been settled on 10 years' 
leases were as undermentioned. 

Pergunnah of Dehma> ^ ^. ..• 7,605 4 

Do. of Gurrah, 27,406 2 

These two contiguous Pergunimhs were almost entirely waste when 
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Resident arrived in the country ; that of Dehma was still nearly half so, 
and Qurrah was not above one-fourth <;ultivated. The settlement had been 
made on easy terms, and their collector. Bam Chund Pundit, would do all 
in his power to promote their future prosperity. The inhabitants were at 
least at ease at the time, and would continue to be so as long as the set- 
tlement was not infringed upon ; notwithstanding which, towards the close 
of the first year of the present settlement, they endeavoured to obtain 
what had been the customary deductions under the bead of Choot Maafy, 
from the amount of their Cabooleeuts ; but as the 10 years' settlements 
throughout the country were made upon the prin^ 
ciple that the whole Cabooleeut Jumma must be 
paid to Government their application was not admitted, as it was known 
besides that the n^oderation of the assessment re(][uired no such indulgence. 

For the rest, it might be here once for all observed that this Choot 
Maafy, having been deducted from the estimated amount of the funds for 
the five years' Sudder settlements as made in 1196, continued of course 
claimable by the subordinate renters from those Amils whose leases were 
unexpired. 

Pergunnah of Hevelee Ghazeepore, .♦, »»• 81,466 11 

The settlement of this Pergunnah had been satisfactorily made by 

37th July and 24th No. Assud-ulla under the ultimate superintendence erf 

Tm,23^^ind28thMarch. ^' Neave, and the only difficulties that bad arisen 

5th June and 89th Au- i^ regard to its realization were in respect to the 
guBt 1790. * ^ 

Vide Appendix H. measurement and some other concerns of the In- 

digo lands, but these had not proved or were likely to become of such mo- 
ment as to require to be given in detail in this place. It was therefore 
only added that from the favorable opinion which Resident entertained of 
Assad-ulla's exertions as Ameen, he was appointed an Amil during his 
good behaviour for the period of the decennial settlement. 

Pergunnah Khanpoor, 80,242 6 

The settlement of this Pergunnah had been made in ample detail, 
Not available. ^ ^^^ proceedings marked in the margin would 

^2nd March 1790. show, and no observations were extended to it, as 

the state of it was entirely favorable. 

Gourshahees. 

Pergunnah of Khereed, • 88,744 11 

This Pergunnah had, perhaps, more than any other in the four Sir- 
cars baffled Resident's endeavours to restore it from the deserted and mise^ 
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rable state in which he found it on his first circuit in 1788. The first 
measures which were taken were to appoint agents to grant Pottahs to 
tlie ryots at reasonable rates, so as to induce them to undertake the culti- 
vation of the waste lands. This had operated to considerable advantage, 
though several attempts had since been made to encroach upon the fair 
meaning of those Pottahs by a strange perversion of language, as would 
Not available. ^ 8®^° ^^"^ *^® proceedings marked in the mar- 

13th January, 1790. gjjj^ whereby, in the revenue system of Khereed, 

a year would only be made to signify a crop cultivated in a period of six 
months. By this means the three or four years stipulated in the ryot's 
Pottahs to bring the rent of what was waste land to its full standard, 
would be accelerated in half that period ; a circumstance which was noticed 
here to give an idea to what baneful expedients the natives were prone to 
Lave recourse against each other to promote the purposes of undue exac- 
tion. Besides this, several of the Zemindars of Khereed seemed to be a 
restless, untractable set of men, who, liaviog been long used to profit by 
throwing their country into confusion during the season of the collections, 
had not yet learnt to feel grateful for a mild government and an easy as- 
sessment. This spirit of theirs joined to some imprudent management on 
the part of Duljeet Sing, who had from 1196 taken a lease of their Per- 
gunnah for five years, created such confusion that that Amil was unable 
to collect the stipulated revenue by within about 11,000 Rupees, notwith- 
standing which, as he was partly in fault himself and as it was known 
that be had some immunity in his family talook of Jukhnee, (as already 
noticed in the report of the Circar of Benares,) he was made to pay the 
full revenue to (Jovernment, and resign the pergunnah, which was given 
in charge in October 1789 to Shunker Pundit^ as it adjoined to that of 
Sekunderpoor. And as Resident had great dependance on Shunker Pundit's 
love of justice and regularity to bring the country into order, he was vested 
with authority to prepare a 10 years' settlement, which after great difficul- 
ty was brought up at a jumma for the first year somewhat lower than that 
of 1196 ; notwithstanding which the Zemindars exerted, towards the close 
of the year, all their endeavours to prevent its realization, but in this, by 
timely exertion, they proved unsuccessful ; and Shunker Pundit had then 
returned among them to endeavour to settle the aflFairs of the Pergunnah 
on a secure footing for the future, which if he succeeded in, or Resident 
should be able to effect by proceeding thither himself, (which in his last 
rircuit its remote situation prevented,) the 10 years* proposed settlement 
vould then be considered as confirmed, but, from the doubts hitherto en- 
tertiuned concerning it, the Pottahs had not yet been delivered to the Ze- 
mindars, which was the only instance of the kind in the whole settlement. 
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Pergunnah of Kopacheet, 67,433 3 3 

The settlement of this Pergunnah, which was made on a five years' 
lease from 1196, appearing to have been somewhat overrated, it was un- 
derstood with the Amil that for the ensuing years of the lease, he should 
only be bound to pay according to terms of what should turn out to be 
the Mofussil Jaydad or fund. The Mofussil settlement being thus left open 
to whatever period of extension might be deemed proper, Mr. Treves was 
deputed to make it for 10 years, and he had accordingly executed the trust 
to sufficient advantage, and in the end the Amil requested to be allowed, 
as to his Sudder payable jumma, to adhere to the terms of his five years' 
settlement, during the four which remained to expire of it ; and for the 
subsequent six years he would be on the common footing of all collecting 
Amils, receiving his centage and half of the former Bhuray, being that 
moiety of the old revenue charge, (as explained in Resident's letter of the 
26th April 1789), which the Amils paid to the Bankers, through whom all 
or most of their revenue was made good into the treasury. 

The rate of this half Bhuray was allowed to the Amils and deduc- 
ted from the gross funds at 1 J per cent, from those districts which paid in 
Benares Sicca Rupees, and at one rupee and two annas per cent, where the 
payments were in Gourshahees ; this latter distinction affecting the major 
23rd February 1790. P^ ^^ *^® Pergunnahs of this Circar, viz : Be- 

Vide Appendix H. leea, Khereed, Qurrah Dehma, Behdawn, Puchoter, 

Zehoorabad, Sekunderpoor, Kopacheet and Mahomedabad, in all which dis- 
tricts it hadboen long customary for the Amils to enter with the Raja or 
Government into Cabooleeuts for Gourshahee Rupees, which, were however 
become for the most part only a nominal medium between Tersoolees and 
Siccas, for there were at the time but very few Gourshahees left in the coun- 
try, their circulation appearing to bo confined to the Pergunnahs of Khereed 
and those of GuiTah and Dehma, the currency in the other seven Pergunnahs 
above enumerated, being in Tersoolees, as well as in Chit Ferozepore and 
Luckneser, whilst in all the remaining Pergunnahs of this Circar namely 
Ghazeepoor, Chowsah, Zemaniah, Khanpoor and Kundeh, Siccas constituted 
the internal currency. The calculated difference establishe<l by custom in 
Revenue accounts in respect to Tersoolees and Gourshahee Rupees was 4» Rs. 
12 as. per cent., between the former and the latter, and 4 Rs. 8 as. more per 
cent, to make Gourshahees equal to Siccas. Thus the difference between Ter- 
soolees and Siccas was according to this calculation 9 Rs. 12 as. per cent, 
but although this was the standard in settlement estimates at the treasury, 
the Tersoolee and Gourshahee Rupees, which were in fact hardly ever paid 
into the Company's or even the Raja's Moolky Treasury, sold at various 
rates iu the Bazaar, and even when, rarely, Siccas were paid into the Trea- 
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sury in discharge of a Tersoolee Jumma (such as was the lately abolished 
Chunam Mehal) Qovcrnmeat ouly allowed 7 per cent, for the diflference 
between these Siccas and Tersoolees, and when the Amil chose to pay in 
Tersoolee coin, it was sold in the bazar at the current market rate or price 
of the day, which sometimes went as high as 11 per cent, whilst the best 
kinds of this coin would occasionally sell from 6 to 7. But these varia- 
tions could only affect the Ryot's Mofussil payments whenever the village 
Zemindars and farmer's engagements were not in the same standard as the 
local currency, which they were in all the districts of this Circar, except- 
ing Sekunderpoor and BuUiah, in which the payments were stipulated to 
be made in Gourshahees, whilst the currency was Tersoolee. 

Pergunnah of Karindah, 48,112 9 3 

In this Mehal Siccas have obtained currency to the exclusion of 
Tei*soolees. These Zemindars were at iirst found by Mr. Neave to be all 
obstinately bent on an open or Danabundy settlement, that is, of paying 
according to the estimated quantity of crop, a desire in them which Mr. 

Neave attributed to this mode affording them 
20th November, I2th"?3th greater scope for cheating the Amil and Govern- 
ed 7th*Febiur"^i789 ^^^' ™®"^ ^*y *^® expedients habitual to them of fraudu- 
Vd A di H leiitly making away with part of the harvest before 

an equal division of crop could be effected between 
them and Government. At length however he prevailed on a considerable 
number of them to enter into 10 years' engagements, joining with several 
of them in their Cabooleeuts for greater security certain agents under the 
name of Surburakars or managers, whom they themselves chose to conduct 
their business ; which expedient, as Mr. Neave had found it necessary, the 
Resident acquiesced in under the condition that the Zemindar's responsibi- 
lity remained thereby undiminisiied, and that they might, whenever they 
pleased, dismiss tliese agents. 

Tersoolees. 
Pergunnah of Mahomedabad, 1,29,373 1 6 

This was an extensive district, but, as reported by Mr. Neave (who 
with great care made the settlement of it) continued very defective in 
point of population, and consequently all the lands could not at the time 
be cultivated, yet the jumma had not fallen below what might be consi- 
dered as its standard, and exceeded to Government by a thousand rupees 
its amount of last year. The Maafy or free land was excessive, on which 
subject Mr. Neave suggested some rules for enquiring into and deciding 
on the right of the parties, but this subject was considered, in respect to 
the country in general, of such magnitude and consequence that it would 
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not only require mature consideration, but a separate address^ wherefore 
all that was here observed on the subject was, that by* a publication issued 
in May 1789 and by the prohibiting clauses in the Zemindar's and far- 
mer's Cabooleeuts issued on occasion of the present settlement^ all means 
were taken and being used to prevent this great and dangerous abuse from 
making further progress. 

The Circar of Jounpore was next treated, in which no Mofussil 
settlement had been made of the two following small talooks. 

Talooka of Ahmedpoor, 3,446 6 6 

Do. Dowrooab, 16,568 7 3 



Total, ... 20,014 13 

The Settlement of these talooks was not interfered with for the 
same reasons as already explained under simlar heads in preceding Circars. 
The talookdar of Ahmedpoor was Fuzl Ali Khan, and Sheo Sern Sing 
(the brother of Ranee Bishen Kooer, one the widows of Raja Bulwunt 
Sing), held Duwrooah under an Istumraree Pottah from the Raja and Mr. 
Fowke, at a Sudder jumma of 10,500 Rupees, in view to the profit arising 
to him from which favor in the settlement the Clioot Maafy deduction 
of 298 Rs. 13 as. which in the settlement of 1196 was deducted in the 
charges for collection, had pot been allowed. 

Exclusive of the above small division, all the Circar of Jounpore 
had been settled under the immediate superintendence of the Resident, 
with the exception of the single district of Kole-Asla, for periods of four 
and ten years according as the previous existing engagements admitted. 
Those for four years were as follows : — 
Pergunnah Hevelee Jounpoor, 

Do. of Angolee, 

Do. of Rarry including the talooka of Bud- 
lapoor, ... ... T8 

Do of Zufferabad, 

Talooka of Singramow, 

Do. of Kureeat Dost, 

Do. of Kureeat Medha, or Merha, 

Total, ... 3,64,644 2 6 

These Mehals had for many years past been held under one engage- 
ment, the probable reasons for which had already been mentioned in Be* 
sident's address of the 26th April 1789, in which was noticed the trouble- 



1,46,887 15 
85,636 10 


9 
9 


75,275 11 
16,725 5 
21,706 8 
8,898 3 
10.413 12 



9 
3 





Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



SETTLKMBNT OP THE PROVINCE OP BENARES. * 187 

Bome state of those parts of them bordering on the Vizier's country ; par- 
ticularly in respect to the two large Talooks of Budlapoor and Singramow, 
concerning which however it was observed that uncommon quiet had pre- 
vailed there throughout the past year and that these talooks in particular 
were found in a forward state of cultivation, as was indeed, in general, all 
this division of the country, the settlement made in which was a solid 
and good ona The Amil, Sheolal Dobeh, having conducted himself 
very satisfactorily, Resident, in pursuance of the authority vested in him 
to that effect by Government Resolution dated 2l8t October 1789, had 
given him a written assurance that he continued as Collector for the six 
remaining years of the period of the decennial settlement remaining to 
elapse after the expiration of his present five years lease, he paying from 
the commencement of that extended period the full amount of the Jay- 
dad, or ascertained funds of the country, as receivable by him from the 
village Zemindars and farmers, and from the Cutcha lands, with the usual 
deduction for charges of collection of 10 per cent., and of the half Bhuray, 
as allowed to the Amils on 10 years* leases. 

This Jaydad or revenue produce would at the end of the four year's 
which remained to expire of his lease, amount according to the last years' 
aggregate of the settlement to Benares Sicca. Rupees 3,68,187-1-6 
(including 2,610-7 of free villages, or Mujray, and 4,325-5 for those as- 
signed to the Canoongoes), provided that the Pottahs granted for the Mo- 
fussil settlement to that amount remained all permanent, in which case, 
as far as the revenue of each Pottah-holder would continue to be regularly 
paid in conformity thereto, Resident was of opinion that no alteration in 
these Pottahs should, either in this district or any other throughout the 
country be allowed of, or any further enquiry or scrutiny be admitted to 
be then or hereafter made by the Raja, or whoever might at that time have 
charge of the country, into the profits, real or supposed, of these Pottah 
holders, for the evils resulting from such renewed investigations and settle- 
ments had been too often rendered evident to require any arguments in 
this place in proof of them. And since by the present settlement a suffi- 
cient provision had been made for the Government's revenue, according to 
the original stipulations made by Mr. Hastings with the present Raja, and 
as the latter's possessions in his Jagheers were amply sufficient fund for 
big honorable support, independent of any surplus profits which he or his 
dependents might wish to derive from racking the country, there could 
under such circumstances be no just cause for enhancing or making inno- 
vations in respect to the revenue on those landholders or village farmers who 
had at the time entered into certain engagements for the payment of it 
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There were 11 villages or talooks, held by Mussulmans in this dis- 
trict on ancient Jagheer tenure, which paid or>ly a sn>all quit rent to Go- 
vernment to the amount, on the whole, of 3,735 Rs. 10 as. 6 pie by way 
of Mokururree revenue, and as these persons thought that receiving pot- 
tahs and entering into formal Cabooleeuts might affect their ancient 
rights, no new engagement* were required from them; 

Talooka of Burustty, 78,035 6 

This talooka was an original part of the Pergunnah of Mureeahoo, 
but under a separate Amil, Ramdutt, who had agreed to adhere to the 

19th February 1790. *^™^ ^^ ^^^ ^^'^ 3"^^^^' cngagments, although the 

Vide Appendix H. ascertained funds by the Mofussil settlement were 

not altogether proportionably equivalent thereto. 

Pergunnah of Mureeahoo, 1,92,457 12 6 

This was a very extensive Pergunnah, but many of the Zemindars 
had been so long out of possession that their discendants had become incap- 
able, through elapse of time, of reinstatement, insomuch that only about 
one half of the Pergunnah was settled with them, the rest having been far- 
med and Cutcha. In this pergunnah two Zemindars were allowed to pay 
their revenue directly to the Moolky Treasury, in consequence of the Amil, 
Duljeet Sing, (of whom no very favorable opinion was entertained), having 
in the instance of one of them shown a desire unnecessarily to molest and 
distress him, and in the other case of having actually made a small un- 
due exaction, which circumstances were here mentioned in exemplification 

A^r. « u i-rnA of tho Hilc laid down for cases of this kind, as in- 

4th Mnrch 1/90. ^ ^ ' 

Vide Api)endix H. timated under the head of Bealsee in the Circar 

of Benares ; nor was there any fear bat these two Zemindars would duly 
pay their revenue according to their Pottahs, which afforded however only 
partial encouragement to the adoption of the measure in general ; and 
against it, it might here be noticed, that in the instance of a Zemindar in 
Zehoorabad, who was in like manner allowed to pay his revenue indepen- 
dent of the Arail of the district, he fell short in his payments by the end 
of the year, insomuch that Resident was obliged to replace him under the- 
local CoUectorship. 

Pergunnah of Ghissoah, 74,683 7 9 

The Jumma of this Mehal for the five years' settlement having 
turned out considerably higher than the subsequently ascertained state of 
the funds from Mofussil settlement could afford after deducting ten per 
cent for the charges of collection. Resident endeavoured to prevail on the 
Amil of the neighbouring Pergunnah to take charge of the collection atr 
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7th February 1790. the reduced allowance of 5 per cent., which would 

\ide Appendix H. j^^^^^ rendered the original estimated amount of 

five years' jumma receivable entire by Government; but to this proposal 
that OflScer would by no means consent, pleading the insufficiency of the 
proposed allowance. Wherefore having no reason to find fault vvith the 
Amil of the five years' settlement, the fault or error lying in having too 
highly enhanced the five years' jum ma, he was continued as Collector of 
the new Mofussil settlement on condition of his paying according to the 
ascertained state of the funds, by which a small deduction would be occa- 
sioned in the aggregate jum ma of the five years' settlement. 

Tuppeh of Pessarah (part of the Pergunnah of 

Kerakut), 32,965 5 ' 9 

Talooka of Seremoo (part of the Pergunnah of 

Jounpoor proper), 16,946 14 

The talook of Seremoo suffered greatly in 1195, but both that and 
Pessarah had been since improving and the Mofussil settlement had been 
24tli Februarv 1790 Hiade on fully as favorable terms as the state of 

Vide Appendix H. the Cultivation could admit of, and although its 

amount was not fully proportionable to the terms of the five years' Sudder 
settlement, Baboo Juggut Sing, who was the Amil, would not on that ac- 
count prefer any pleas to Government and was believed to be in every 
respect sincerely disposed to promote the prosperity of these small districts. 

The above comprehended all the four years' Mofussil settlements 
of this Circar; the remaining districts of which had been settled for 10 
years as understated. 

Bukhsheeat and Shah Gauge, 29,697 8 6 

Of this Buksheeat amounted to Rupees, 20,738-10-0 and Shah 
GuDgo (which was a dependancy thereof, though now under a separate 
Collector), to 8,958-14-6, both the sums including (in like manner with all 
those of the Mofussil settlements, which were the aggregates specified in 
this address) the villages assigned to the Canoongoes for their maintenance, 
and those also which were held free by different individuals, for which the 
Amil was, under the head of Mujray, allowed credit ; a circumstance that 
would hereafter be further explained. 

These Bukhsheeat villages, which formed for the most part consti- 
tuent shares of the Pergunnah of Azem Ghur, and of others still under 
the dominion of the Nawab Vizier, derived their denomination from their 
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produce having formerly been assigned for the msuntenance of the Garri-' 

son of Jounpora There were in them four Jagheerdars paying a quit 

rent under the name . of Pesfacush to the amount 

Vde A dix H. tioned under the head of Jounpore ; and this sum, 

when eren joined to the total of Uie same kind of 
tenure, specified under that head, appeared much too small to render advis- 
able any scrutiny into the rights of these Jagheerdar^ who had at least in 
their favor the title of ancient precedent. 

The rest of this district or collection of villages had been settled 
to considerable advantage and, unless it was the disturbances occasionally 
exited in some parts thereof by their vicinity to the Nawab Vizier's coun- 
try, it had a prospect of enjoying peace and prosperity in time to come. 

Talooka of Bhaisdeorage in the Tuppeh of Quza- 
ra and Pergunnah of Kerakut, ... 10,647 O 

The villages of this Talooka were many years held by Alep Sing, 
when servant to the Rajas Bulwunt Sing and Cheyt Sing. Alep Sing died 
in time of Cheyt Sing, and was succeeded in OflSce and in the present Taloo- 
ka by his so^ Bishen Dutt Sing, who fied with that Raja on his expulsion and 
remained for several years in exile, during which, these lands, which his family 
had held the management of for upwards of 40 years, fell into different 

hands, till the Fuslee year 1192, when theNaib 
nth*I^^U7W reinstated Nuncoo Sing, one of the sons of Alep 

Sing, who in 1196 entered into five years* engage- 
ments ; and, dying in the course of the same year, was succeeded by his 
brother Bishen Dutt, whose family possessed also a Zemindaree title to » 
few of the villages comprising this talooka, part of which they held formerly 
in Jagheer and paid revenue for the rest, as they did at the time of writing 
for the whole, on a 10 years' settlement at a very full assessment, attested 
as such on the oaths of the Canoongoes and on the opinion of the Raja's 
own Ciitcherry Officers, notwithstanding which, as from the present year 
these Mofussil funds were quite unequal to the three remaining of the 5 
years' settlement, the revenue as ascertained by the new Mofussil settlement 
was agreed to be taken for the same reasons as assigned with regard to 
Ghissooah, which would make a difference of between 1 and 2 thousand ru- 
pees from the proposed 5 years' settlen^ni 

Tuppeh of Dobee or Chundwuck, a part of the 

Pergimnah of Kerakut, 27,401 

The jummah of this district was equal to what it ever was, and a 
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ten years' settlement of it was made professedly by way of experiment 
to observe what effect the measure would produce towards inducing the 
landholders (a race of very wild Rajpoots) to live in peace with each other 
and with Government ; a tenor life which they had been hitherto very little 
used to. And it might be mentioned that this trial had for the first year 
succeeded to the Resident's most sanguine expectations, at the expense 
of keeping a Native Collector among them as much to deter them from 
quarrelling with each other as to realize the revenue, which they had hi- 
therto paid with suflScient punctuality. 

Talooka of Gopalapoor, 57,975 8 

This Talooka had been settled on a minute investigation of the 
the Putwarees' accounts, which was descending as low as possible towards 

, , _ , ^ ascertaining by accounts the real value of a coun- 

llth February 1790. ., ^ . , . , ., , 

Vido A dix EL *^ ^ certamty, but it was a detail under which 

if it had been entered into with regard to every 

Pergunnah, the settlement which had been made would certainly have taken 

up as many years as it had months, to get through. 

Pergunnah of Gurwar, ... 1,13,454? 1 3 

The settlement of this Pergunnah was made with considerable dif- 
ficidty, not because it was difficult to provide for the Jumma of Govern- 
ment, but from the turbulent and refractory disposition of the principal 
&mindars, who had, three or four of them in that Pergunnah, been long 
used to live in a state of wild independence, having each of them a Fort, 
(one of which was peaceably thrown down during Resident's present circuit), 
and having been bred up in notions which tempted them to indulge vain ideas 
of independency, which their holding lands at the same time on this and 
the Nawab's side of the borders encouraged them still further to cherish. 
These men had often been in arms against Raja Bulwunt Singh, and they 
remarkably distinguished themselves against the Company's Gtovernment 
in the same way on the occasion of Cheyt Singh's disturbances. Notwith- 
standing this unfavorable circumstance, a good settlement had been made 
with these Zemindars (whose good opinion had also been conciliated) for 
10 years. Their Amil was a man of an excelleat disposition and the af- 
fidrs of the Pergunnah would now, with a common degree of attention, 
continue to prosper, though it must be confessed that the principal of these 
Zemindars, Ruttun Saine Roy, was still accused, with great probability, of 
being a great harbourer of thieves, which as he held lands in both the Na- 
wab's and the Company's country, he could not without great difficulty be 
prevented from, nor in truth, as he was an old man and habituated to 
Zemindaree local prejudices, would any thing but his death or expulsion 
prove an effectual bar to. 
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A part of the jumma of this Pergunnah was raised by the Amirs 
profit on the sale of the Miidosaheo Pucka Pice, ia which he received the 
revenue at the rate of 17 Taccas or Si of thoye pice for a rupee, the supposed 
revenue currency of this district being in Alia siocas, computed (for this 
this was merely an imaginary coin) to be equal to 1 7 of these Taccas or Tun- 
gahs, which the Amil sold out again at the rate of about 15J per Benares 
Sicca Rupees, making thereby a profit of more than 9 per cent. 

Tuppeh Guzara. ... 17,073 9 9 

This Mehal, as already mentioned was joined with Pundra and the 
Dehat Mutfurkat to Bhoilee, of which f^heolal Dobeh had for two years 
past had the management for the purposes mentioned in Resident's address 
of the 26th April 1789 ; but as the debt to him was now very nearly paid oflT, 
the concern of Bhoilee had been taken from him from the beginning of 1198 
to have it restored to Baboo Purtaub Sing, the head of one of the collateral 
branches of the Raja's family, who, having just before Resident's first arri- 
val in this country had Kulb Ali Beg appointed as his security and mana- 
ger, became involved by his own and his brother's imprudencies, joined to 
that the Amils subsequent failure ; and Sheolal Dobeh having, as a con- 
dition of his paying up the balances, succeeded to all Kulb All's Mehals. 
Purtaub Sing and his family had since remained in the greatest distress, 
which the Resident was willing to avail himself of the earliest opportunity 
to relieve them from, and as he knew very well that they could place no 
dependence on any bounty from their relation the Raja, (who had on the 
contrary the misfortune to hate all his kin), he had named Baboo Purtiaub 
Sing Amil of Bhoilee &c., the latter having previously made choice of Ba- 
boo Juggut Sing as his security, but as he had since differed with him, and 

as he could not be relied upon for the due payment 
14th February and 5th ^ , _ . , . , , , . 

March, 1790. of the revenue, Resident mtended therefore, seemg 

Vide Appendix H. how volatile and unsteady had been his conduct, to 

maintain Juggut Sing in his securityship at least till the end of the present 
year, when, whatever was saved from the Dehyek, or established allowance 
for charges of collection, would be applied towards the maintenance of Pur- 
taub Sing and his family. It might be added that in no other instance in 
the country was any security asked for from any Amil, but as Purtaub 
Sing's appointment to such a station was an act of charity and not of choice, 
it was thought necessary thus to provide against the accidents that might 
flow from his poverty or otherwise. 

Pergunnah of Kole Asia, 91,361 9 

The settlement of this Pergunnah was made by Mr. Neave, and 
amounted in the gross funds to nearly the same sum as in the last year of 
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Cheyt Sing'g management. It was held by the family of the late Ajaib Sing 
who died Naib of this country and was brother to the present Raja's grand- 
mother. During his Naibship Ajaib Sing procured an Istumraree Pottah 
from the Raja and Mr. Fowke, in the name of his eldest son Sheopursun 
Sing, to hold this Pergunnah as a Zemindaree right at the fixed rent 
of 72,701 Rupees, allowing him also from the surplus produce a Jagheer 
l8t March 1790 ^^ 10,000 Rupees, of which 5,200 was in continua- 

Vide Appendix H. tiou of an old grant and 4,800 an additional boun- 

ty. Allowing for this deduction, the general funds of the Pergunnah, as 
fiiced by Mr. Neave's settlement, would just about pay the fixed revenue 
and defray the usual Dehyek and Bhuray charges of collection. 

Pergunnah of Mongra, 75,545 13 

Salt Mehal of Do. .., 27,001 

With the Zemindars of this Pergunnah, who were a very numerous 
body all descended from one common ancestor, a ten years' settlement had 
been concluded on terms of some advantage to Government, beyond the 
jumma of last year, and, besides, the causes of intestine dissensions about 
their respective shares in the landed property, as noticed in Resident's pro- 
ceedings on the settlement of 1196, had, it was believed, been obviated. 

The salt Mehal of this Pergunnah was an entirely separate and 
distinct concern leased out to Sheolal Dobeh from 1196 at 18,000 Rupees 
per annum for five years, being rather a higher jumma than it ever be- 
fore yielded, and, in consideration of his having been deprived of Bhoilee, 
his lease of this salt mehal had been extended to five years beyond the first 
period of it at a stipulated increase of 1,500 Rs. annually, for the four first 
years, and of 1,000 Rupees for the last, thereby raising the jumma to 25,000 
Rupees per annum. 

The salt manufactured at Mongra and the other districts in this 
Circar, such as Qurwara, Rary, Singramow, Zufierabad, (the Revenue pro- 
duce of which last district was derived almost entirely from this article,) 
Gopalapore and some other places, might amount in quantity from 60 to 
70,000 raaunds, of which Mongra alone yielded 40,000. This salt was 
called Bebcha, and sold, the first kind at 2 Els. per maund, the second at 
from 1 Re. 8 annas to 1 Re. and 4 annas, and the third and worst kind at 
1 Re. per maund. The first sort ouly was consumed in the district of 
Jounpore and Benares, but hardly any of the second and third sorts were 
thought good enough to be used for food by the natives of this Zemindaree, 
but was exported into the country of the Nawab Vizier. 

There remained to be mentioned the lands possessed by the Com- 
M 
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pany in the Circar of Terhar, consisting principally of the one large Per- 
gunnah of Kuntit, which was rented to one Amil, who was very inadequate 
to so extensive a charge, and the country was going fast to ruin under him. 
In the settlement of 1196 it was therefore divided into five separate Amil- 
ships, on five years' leases according to the four Tuppehs or subdivisions of 
which it consisted. In this the new Amils made for the first year their 
own settlements^ but for the subsequent years they were made under Resi- 
dent's own inspection, the result of which was as follows: — 

Tuppeh of Chehanovy. 1,00,572 14 

The Amil of this Mehal was Raja Ram Oholam, who, as heir to 
Raja Govind Jeet, the former dispossessed Raja or Lord paramount of all 
Kuntit, obtained from Mr. Hastings at the time of the new settlement that 
followed the expulsion of Raja Cheyt Sing, a Jagheer or malikana to the 
estimated value of 37,500 Rupees six pie; for which villages had been assigned 
him in this Tuppeh of Chehanovy, leaving 63,072-18-6 as its available revenue 
resources. But as the amount of this Jagheer was anoually deducted in favour 
of Raja Mehipnarain out of the forty lacks per annum, which constituted the 
amount of his settlement with Government, its funds of course stood always 
included in the accounts of the Mofussil settlement^ which was not the ease 
with the Raja's own or Baboo Ousan Sing's Jagheers, which were deducted 
and set aside from the Mofussil funds at the period of the original formation or 
Raja Mehipnarain's permanent settlement, a circumstance which was here no- 
17th March 1790. *^^®^ ^^ useful to be attended to in respect to the 

Vide Appendix H. diflferent modes wherein the accounts of Benares 

might be drawn up, whence, without attending to these and other similar 
distinctions, erroneous results might very easily be drawn. 

In other respects, in having given the revenue charge of this Tup- 
peh to Raja Ram Gholam, the peace and happiness of a very wild and hilly 
tract of country had been effectually attended to ; for the natives of it still 
looked up to that Raja as their natural head, and he treated them accord- 
ingly. If the whole Purgunnah of Kuntit could have been placed under 
the same management without too much exciting Raja Mehipnarain's jea« 
lousy, it would have proved a very successful measure and tended greatly 
to preserve the peaceable administration of a part of the country compara- 
tively uncivilized, more especially the two following Tuppeha 

Tuppeh of Chowrassy 90,961 3 

This Tuppeh was rented by Baboo Roop Sing, and the settlement of it 
had been made to as much advantage as the nature of its local circumstances 
would admit. Many of the villages were held by Brahmins in virtue of here- 
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ditary and mortgaged right, and the ignorance and obstinancy of some of them 
would nearly exceed belief, had these qualities not been too frequently exem- 
plified in their old habits of resisting Government, and revenging their own 
intestine quarrels by killing and burning their own females, as had not unfre- 
quently happened before the arrival of the Resident, and since that period in 
the instances of Beechuk and Adhar and others as already reported to Govern- 
ment. The extremities resorted to by the BrahminSj although more prevalent 
and violent in this part of the country than in others, might nevertheless 
be truely said to have been, time out of mind^ reduced into a system 
throughout the Benares Zemindaree, by which they maintained themselves 
in a great degree above law and Grovernment, and went about provided 
with poison, razors or some other means of destruction^ such as fasting, 
which they were ever ready to have recourse to when any coercive autho- 

17th. March 1790 ^^*y ^'^^ attempted to be exercised over tliem ; 

Vide Appendix H,. and although this evil was hoped to have been 

deminishing, yet it was so deeply rooted in the habits of the Brahmins, 
and operated so powerfully in the reverence which all the other 
classes of the people entertained for thi» sacred order, that no length of 
time could be estimated for this total extinction.. Whoever adrainstered 
the affairs of this country must, in many instances, in some degree give 
way to and respect this general prejudice which was said by the natives 
to be here much more prevalent than in any othar part of India. 

Tuppeh of Ouprowah, ^ ... 45,278 10 

This Mehal was rented for five years^ to Baboo Ram Jeawun Sing 
and the Mofussil settlement thereof for theremaiuing 4? years of his lease 
was prepared by him and completed under Resident's inspection, but before 
the close of the year he was removed for disobedience and some further 
irregularities of which he had been guilty,, and Baboo Oiisan Sing (in the 
name of his chief agent Russick Doss) was appointed in his room, Baboo 
Ousan Sing being certainly one of the best informed Amils in the country, 
17th March 1790 ^^^^ perhaps too great a degree of prepossession 

Vide Appendix H. towards the old System prevalent when he held 

the management of the whole country under Cheyt Sing to open or but- 
tay collections, which was to take the value of the produce from the ryots 
according to the harvests, without receiving it in fixed money stipula- 
tion through the village Zemindars. However there was no doubt but he 
would duly respect the injunctions of the Resident and collect according 
to the Pottahs which had been granted, and there was no man more cap- 
able of encouraging the Ryots to bring into cultivation that part of the 
district which remained waste. 
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Tuppeh of Kone, ... 89,628 11 6 

Of this Tuppeb, as a settlement of only one year was made in 1196 
with Baboo Deleep Sing, the Raja's manager for Budhbee, to which this 
district adjoined, the Mofussil settlement of it in 1197 was extended to 
10 years, on which footing Baboo Deleep Sing continued as Collecting 

7th March 1790 ^^^^ * ^°^ ^^*® Tuppeh, which was separated 

Vide Appendix H. from the hilly part of the rest of the Pergunnah, 

was a level open country, as well cultivated as any part of the Zemindaree 

and was altogether in a fiourishinor state ; its inhabitants were of a much 

more regular department than their ileighbours in the hills. 

Talooka of Suktess Ghur, J 6,580 8 

This was also a dependency of Kuntit, it was a very hilly, woody 
and unproductive district, and although under a five years* settlement, in 
which the Arail had hitherto been a loser, the Mofussil settlement had with 
bis consent been extended to ] years, without alteration as to the Sudder 
jumma, for the period of his engagement. 

Besides all the lands above described, there were a few villages 
from the country at large, which were called the Dehat Huzoor Tehseel 
as pajring their revenue directly to the Moolky Treasury. The jumma of 
this small portion amounted in 1197 to only Bs. 12,030-9.6 forming 
with the above sums and the Qurwara Batta, a gross Mofussil rental of 
Rs. 42,59,369-10-9 in which the Canoongoe*s accounts, as was calculated 
bad fallen Bs. 7,84;3rl5-3 short of the real value of the country as to 
its present or rather past year's revenue funds, which might therefore be 
stated as Rs. 42,67,313-10-0. 

All the districts composing the Zemindaree of Benares were thus 
specified, except the Pergunnaljs of Kera and Mungrore, which properly 
made part of the Soubah of Behar, but had long been annexed to this 
Zemindaree, and were by Mr. .Hastings in 1784 added to the Raja*s 
Jagheer, in the manner specified in the address of the 26th of April 1789, 
which, although beneficial to the Raja, had opemted severely to the pre- 
judice of that branch ci his family represented by Baboo Purtaub Sing, 
whose father, Munneear Sing, and his relations had always remained ia 
possession of the management of these districts till the period of their 
becoming a Jagheer to present Bajah. 

At the close of this enumeration relative to the existing state of 
the Revenues of Benares were presented to the Board the names of each 
district, the number of Zemindars in and out of possession, and of the Bee- 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



SETTLEMENT OF THE PROVINCE OF BENARES. 197 

gahs in and out of cultivation, together with the general money rates of 
revenue and produce of soil in each, comprehending also the quantity of 
free land^ the population, the Forts and Rivers, the gross and net revenue 
to Govern metit and the principal articles of manufacture and trade, and 
the gross quantity of grain produced ; on which last the population had 
been estimated ; in respect to which, and the general accuracy of this 
Summary state of the country, every indulgence would, it was hoped, be 
made, as far as regards those articles in it which could only be founded on 
little more than opinion and reasonable deduction. The following were 
the principal results, as they were calculated to have stool in the Fuslee 
year 1197:— 

Population, (Souls) 

Gross revenue funds, ... 42,67,213 10 0} 
Jagheers, Do. ... 4,40,326 13 o] 
Zemindars in possession, 

„ Out of possession 

Beegahs in Cultivation, 

„ Out of Cultivation, 

Rates of revenue, from 2 annas to 20 Rs. 
Total of Jagheers in the country 

1st as above, 

2nd Included in, and deducted from the above 
gross revenue funds : — 

RajaRam Gholam Sing, Chehanovy ; AjaibSing a 
in Kola Asia ; Cantoo Baboo and Siieriat Ulla Khan's 
in BuUiah and Kbereed ; Raja Adil Sah's and Abdool 
Singh's in Burhur Bejyghur, and Jubraj's in Chowsa, 
with others, ., 85,879 8 6 



29,11,556 





47,07,540 7 





3,204 

2,531 

27,13,461 

6,64,693 11 








4,40,326 13 






Total of Jagheers, 5,26,206 6 6 

Gross revenue funds of the Customs for 1187, 5,01,118 1 9 

Do. ofthe lands as above, including the Jagheer, 47,07,540 7 

Gross revenue of the Kishnarpun lands and 

Charity, paid from the Mofussil 2,00,000 

Total annual jwroduce that the revenue seemed 
at tbe present capable of yielding. •* 54,08,658 2 4 

The particulars of the free lands &c. valued at two Lacs were as 
follows:-*- 

Free lands under the head of Kishnarpun &c. 
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Villages, 1,1 38 J (measurement unknown). 

Ready money Rs. 11,291 exclusive of the two last articles. 

This was rather more than the address of the 26th April 1789 notic- 
■ed it to be from the accounts since obtained having been fuller, but yet these 
Kishnarpun or charity articles could not be estimated at above two Lacs, so 
that the real value of land produce of Benares could not be«omputed at higher 
than from fortynine to fifty Lacs of Rupees, nor did it ever stand, as to the 
amount actually realized, at a medium much higher, for the settlements of the 
former rental in Raja Cheyt Sing's time furnished by Bnkshy Sedanund and 
Baboo Ousan Sing, and certain old accounts of that period, showed that the 
revenue assessment of the country at large did not exceed in 1177, Rupees, 
44,39,336, and for 1183 the two accounts furnished by Ousan Singh stated 
the said jumma at Rupees, 49,07^050-7-6, and in the other, an original old 
account found by accident, it was only made to amount to 47,96,664-5-0, 
which last account was in the handwriting of Sookh Laul, a Mohurrir living 
at the time, who declared it to be accurate. 

As regards the details concerning the settlement of 11 97, the folio w- 
insT short fiojured statement of the increase And decrease thereon from that 
of last year, or of 1196, was given. 

Total Sudder or Government's rental for 1197 
Fuslee as estimated in 1196 and reported under date 
the 26th April 1789 36,48,036 7 

Additions made thereto in the course of that 
year as noticed in report of the 2nd October 1789, ... 576 8 6 

Total, ..• 36,48,612 15 6 
Of which, found to be without adequate funds 

in the Mofussil ascertainment of the Jumma for 

1197viz.: — 

In the Mehals that had been let for 5 years,.., 23,799 7 9 

In the rest of the country, ... .,^ 25,766 2 



Total, .•. 49,565 9 9 



Deduct surplus or increase of funds ascertain- 
ed in that part of the country not under the 5 years' 



5,48,612 15 6 
26,392 1 3 



Surplus of decrease, ... 23,173 8 6 

Settlement of 1197, ... 36,25,439 7 O 
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To show how the above aggregate of 36,25,489-7 was payable to 
Government from the Mofussil funds, the following abstract was inserted :-« 

Total of the funds ascertained according to the Mofussil and Ca- 
noongoes' accounts of the settlement for four and ten years (exclusive of 
the Raja's and other Jagheers not usually included in the settlement for 
1197) 42,59,369 10 9 

Deduct Canoongoes' Nankar, 43,671 4 9 
Jngeers of Raja Ram Gholam 
and of Ajaib Sing's family, ... 47,500 3 



Balance, 

* Deduct Choot Maafy incorporated in the 4 
years' settlements. 

Balance, ... 41,23,671 8 9 
Add on account of Jumma given up in part 
of the Cutcha lands of Mohammedabad and Bealsee, 
after the first making up of the aggregate thereof on 
which were fixed the Amil's allowances, 50 



91,171 5 





41,68.198 5 


9 


44,526 13 






Total of Mofussil fiinds, ... 41,23,721 8 9 

Deduct Dehyek or allowance 
under this head to the Amils (not 
entirely amounting to 10 per cent, as 
the term imports.) 

Bupees, 3,78,101 15 3 

Bhuray, 50,419 12 6 



Deduct : Amils* Profit on the 

5 years' leases, 

Do. their loss. 



Balance, 
Deduct further on account of the debt owing 
to Sheolal Dobeh, 

Balance, ... 36,06,237 4 6 



Total 


4,28.521 11 9 


Balance, 

71.762 9 
27.038 11 


36,95,199 13 



44,723 


5 9 


86,50,476 


7 3 


44,239 


2 9 
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Add the revenue of the Chunam Mehal, ... 19,190 8 6 
Add amount separately received from Chund- 

frvik, not brought to credit in the Mofussil accounts, 11 10 

GrossSudder Jummaof 1197, 36,25,439 7 

Deduct the amount of Sudder Mujray, •.. 63,401 7 

Net Sudder Settlement for 1197, 35,62,038 



This jumma had been fully realized as well as a further amount on 
account of sundries, includiqg Tulbana or collections made by the peons, 
"whom the Arails were obliged to send to demand and enforce payment of 
the revenue. 

On this subject of Tulbana it was remarked that as on one side, the 
danger of abolishing or prohibiting this remaining article of exaction was 
seen, since the village Zemiodars and farmers would then have no sufBcient- 
ly powerful remaining stimulant to render them regular in their payments, 
and as on the other, the Amils' privilege of levying this payment through 
their peons was liable, from motives of promoting their own private inter- 
ests, to great abuse, the safest medium that could, under such circum- 
stances, be adopted was, to cause the A mils to enter into engagements to 
pay the amount of their profits from this article to Government, in conse- 
quence of which it had become a head in the general accounts of receipts 
and disbursements of the Moolky Treasury for 1197. 

The particulars of the principal entries in the Moolky Treasury 
account were reported as follows : — 

The Debtor side of the account contained the following heads. 

Ist. Amount of the settlement for the land 
revenue as deduced from the preceeding account is 
Sicca, Oourshahe* and Tersoolee Rupees 36,25,439 7 

2nd. Customs realized after defraying the es- 
tablishment. 

In 1196, 4,01,700 3 

Increase in 1197, ... 70,167 11 



4,71,867 11 3 
Decrease in 1197, ... 9,449 3 9 

Effective realization, 4,62,418 7 6 

Total of Mai and Permit, ... 40,87,857 14 6 
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Sundries : 

Tulbana, net amount thereof 
realized as per account particulars, 9,627 9 

Other articles as per the said 

account. 1,850 9 6 

11,478 2 6 



Total, ..• 40,99,336 1 

Deduct Sudder Mujray as per particulars above 

referred to. 63,401 7 

Ultimate amount of realized settlement for 1197. 40,35,934 10 

Which last total has been expended or disbursed as follows : — 

1st. In payment of the Company's Jumma in 
all 40,00,000 

Deduct annual remissions as per account ac- 
companying Bhadon Towjee. 1,26,062 7 6 

Rental actually paid into the Company's Trea- 
sury, ... 38,73,937 8 6 

2nd, Sudder Rozeenadar's allowance including 
those to Bahader All, as last year, 35,349 13 

3r(2. Ameen's charges, being more than last 
year as incident to the formation of the permanent 
settlement, 6,695 1 

ith. Dewanny Moolky Adawlut, also more than 
last year on account of an increase which was admitted 
in the establishment thereof, 16,1 22 

5th. Foujdarry Moolky Adawlut according to 
the old establishment, but with some little excess on 

account of the maintenance of prisoners, 11,395 10 

Qth. Khilluts to three Judges on their inves- 
titure, 655 

7ih. Allowance to Raja's Mutsuddees @ 1,094 
per moith (less than last year,) 13,128 

8^ Moolky Treasury contingencies for peons 
&c. (about the same as last year,) 714 4 Q 

90i. Contingencies for Raja's Cutcherry, Sta- 
iiottary&c 528 1 6 
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lOth, Repairing roads in the vicinity of Bena- 
res, 980 

Do. A house opposite to Madho Dass* belong- 
ing either to the Raja or Government, 1 96 3 6 



Total repairs ..• 1,176 3 6 

1 1 th, Extra peons (less than 

last year), 1,152 

Muzkooree do. (more), 604 8 3 



Total Peons (less than last year), ... 1,756 8 3 
12th. Horsemen in all (being for Gourbuksh 
Sowar's establishment as advised in letter on the 26tli 
of April 1790) which will for 1198 be within a thou- 
sand Rupees, 1,680 O 

\Sth. Goomaun Singh entertained and found 
necessary as a Cutcherry Jemadar to assist in sundries 
from Jeyt to Bhadon, 5 months, at Rs. 20 per month, 100 

lUh, The mother of Lukhim Singh at Rs. 
100 per month from Maug to Bhadon, 800 

loth. Repairs to the rampart at Mirzapore 
and clearing the ditch, as per Board's order of the 
16th April 1790, 951 3 

16th. Stones for landmarks between Benares 
and the Vizier's country as advised in letter of the 
26th April 1790, 231 5 

17th. Travelling charges allowed to Goomaun 
Sing, when deputed to Singrowlee, 65 D 

18th. Dawk charges of the Resident and his 
Assistants whilst on the circuit for the purposes of 
the settlement, 854 

19th By expenses incurred in investigating into 
the reality of some mines erroneously supposed to be 
of diamonds, 9f 15 6 

20th. By 2 years' arrears paid to Sheo Per- 
saud, the treasurer of the Moolky treasury, as per or- 
der of the Governor General in Council of the 8th of 
October 1790, 1,200 
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21st. By charges for paper and additional 
stationery for preparing the new deeds of the perma- 
nent settlement, as per letter of the Sub-Secretary 
under date the 16th December 1789, 813 13 3 

22nd. By extra charges incurred in the Cus- 
tom house department under the authority of the 
letter last quoted. 

To Omrow Sing for preparing the old accounts, 1,500 

To the several custom Masters (excepting Be- 
nares proper) in reward for their having, during this 
year, been very successful in their collections, ... 2,280 

To an additional Mohurrir employed in the 
Resident's custom house registry, also under the au- 
thority last quoted, 90 3,870 



23rd. By Mafeedars or persons receiving allow- 
ances, now transferred from the Mofussil to the Sud- 
der, 1,125 7 6 



Total, ... 99,308 U 

24jth Gourshahee Batta less than last year, 40,825 14 6 

Total disbursement and Batta, 1 ,40,1 34 1 2 6 

Which, added to the amount paid as above stated into the Company's Trea- 
sury, made 40,14,072-5-0, leaving a surplus of account in the Moolky 
Treasury of Rupees 21,862-5, from which is to be further deducted the 
sum of 17,702-8-6 on account of the loss or deficiency arising from the 
abojition of the Chunam Mehal, and the ultimate surplus of 4,159-12-6 
will remain at the disposal of Government. 

On this account the Resident observed with regard to the debtor 
side of it, that it had afforded him the most heartfelt satisfaction to have 
been able to see such an increase as had during 1197 taken place in the 
resources of the country, and of the Company, as concerned therein, both 
which stood as underneath : — 

Isi Collections from the country for 1197, 39,77.406 3 

do. do. for 1896 38,76,104 9 6 

Excess in favor of the last year, or of 1197 1,01,301 9 6 
inclusive of the Chunam Mehal abolished during the course of the last year. 
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2nd. Paid to the Company in 1197 Fuslee, 
exclusive of the surplus waiting their orders, ... 38,73,937 8 6 

Do. Do. in 1196, including the small sur- 
plus of that year as per letter of the 26th of April 
1790, 37,88,855 6 6 



Excessinfavor of 1197, 85,082 2 



This was rather more than the Resident's address of the 26th April 
1789 gave room to hope for, because it was not expected then that the eoun- 
try would only require one year of diminution in the Company's Jumma 
to restore it to its usual capability. 

The expenses of the Sudder Cutcherry, consisting of the Sudder 
charges of collections, judicial and other establishments, had on the whole 
exceeded those of last year in the aggregate of 12,059-11-0, of which the 
principal part consisted of a necessary addition to the Moolky Adawlut 
Establishment from the great increase of business that had taken place in 
that Court ; and in the rewards and additions to the salaries of the Custom 
Masters for their good services. It was hoped that these disbursements 
would be sanctioned by Government. 

For the next year, or 1198, there were ample funds for the revenue 
in the settlement, which would under proper management be duly realized 
(as far at least as concerned the amount payable into the Treasury) as 
easily as was the case for 1 197, although there would be an increase of nearly 
a Lac of Rupees to be raised from the land revenue ; and although the last 
rainy season had not been nearly so favorable for the crops as was that of 
the preceding year, since In this last there had been in various districts 
first too much, and then too little rain, an unseasonableness that had cer- 
tainly occasioned considerable mischief, more especially in the districts of 
Nirwan and some others ; about which it might be generally reniarked, 
that such accidental variations of the season must, when as in the present 
instance unfavourable, prove unpropitious to the introduction and establish- 
ment of permanant money settlements in those districts, such as Nirwun, 
Kurundeh, Chowsa and some few others denominated Betay Mehals, where 
the Natives had been long in the habit of paying not by fixed money 
settlement, but either more or less according to the extent and quantity of 
their harvest produce. 

Nor could it be expected that the customs would be in 1198 so pro- 
ductive as they were in 1197, as well because they seemed already pro- 
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portionally to decrease in their monthly aggregates, as because the year 
1197 had an intercalary month in it. On the whole therefore their whole 
produce for 1198 would not be taken at above Rs. 4,25,000, when, 
allowing the Company's revenue to stand at the same amount as it 
did last year, and the charges of the Sudder Cutcberry to be (exclusive 
of Gourshahee Batta) about 94,000 Rupees, there would still be a surplus 
unappropriated at the end of Bhadon next to the amount of 60,000 
Rupees and upwards, in view to which, and to the Raja's being ?ilready 
provided for, directions had been issued to the several Judges in pursuance 
of the instructions of Government as expressed in the orders passed under 
date the 17th of June on Resident's address of the 26th April 1789, to make 
out lists of those helpless objects who lost their pensions by the abolition of 
the interior duties in 1788, with a view to restore, under Government sanc- 
tion, such pensions to those who might from sex, age or infirmity be truly 
objects of charity : — all which expense could not at the very utmost exceed 
Rs. 15,000, so that an unappropriated surplus of about fifty thousand 
would still remain, by the judicious application of which much good might 
be done to the country and some honor added to the British name and 
national character at Benares, the means of which the Resident was ready 
to submit, if the Board thought proper. 

Meanwhile it might further be mentioned, that if the settlement 
succeeded and improved, according to the plan of it, (as it was expected 
that.it would in general), these surplus funds would also considerably aug- 
ment in thifi and the following years to the amount, on the whole, of Rs. 
2,62,908-3, so as to raise the Mofussil land or mal jumma to its highest 
proposed total of Rs. 45,22,177-13-9. 

The whole of this aggregate was calculated to be assessed from the 
produce of the ground and of husbandry, except the small annual sum of 
17,713-10-9 arising from the undermentioned articles which had not been 
enumerated. 

1st. Ghur Dewary, or a tax levied on shop- 
keepers or dealers of various denominations, supposed 
to be in lieu of the ground rent, for their houses and 
shops, 9,590 4 6 

2nd. Abkarry, or tax on Distillers and sellers 
of spirituous liquors, 6,618 11 

3rd. Kurghy, or tax on Weavers, ' 1,403 3 3 



Total, 17,612 2 9 
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4th. Sundries in Bbugwut and Chowrassy in 

ctlly ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• x" l O " 



Total, 17,713 10 9 

The first article of Qhur Dewary had already been explained in pre- 
vious addresses, and it was added that should the Board disapprove of the 
continuance thereof or of any of the preceding articles composing the 
above aggregate of 17,713-10-9, no inconvenience or confusion in the ac- 
counts would thence occur, as these heads were now all separated from the 
village Zemindars' and farmers' rentals, and collected solely by the Amil^ 
as Amanee articles, so that they might at any time be with ease struck 
off the rental, either altogether or in whatever proportions might be thought 
proper. The Ghur Dewary here brought to account did not of course in- 
clude that of Lucknesir, and, should the article be on general principles 
given up, it might be necessary, for the reasons already specified, to admit 
of some modification of it, or to grant a remission for its amount in that 
particular district. 

Whatever Government might think of these taxes on shopkeepers 
and weavers, it was recommended that the one on distillers of spirituous 
liquors be on all accounts continued, as some check at least to a vice which 
was most lamentably general among the lower classes of the natives and 
which stood much in need of correction. 

A principal object that had occupied Resident's attentif n since the 
beginning of the present year 1198 Fuslee, (which was the second of the 
existing settlement), had been to encourage the idea of its permanency by 
publications and assurances made at the season for the cultivation that no 
innovations would be sought for therein, but that it was the entire wish 
of Government to maintain it, as far a^ possible, unaltered and unimpair- 
ed; and particularly that no addition of jumraa, further than was speci- 
fied in the Pottahs, should be asked or taken from any of those who held 
them, or who would succeed to their rights, for in such a multitude of 
small tenures some succcessions and alterations in the names of the Pottah 
holders must in the nature of things be expected to take place ; besides 
"which, those parts of the country which still remained Cutcha might be 
gradually reduced by Pottahs into fixed money settlements, though this 
would not affect the general settlement otherwise than probably by in- 
creasing it to the future advantage of the Raja, for the revenue payable 
to the Company was already sufficiently secured 

The Resident had also applied himself towards causing the village 
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Zemindars and farmers, and the Amils, where the rights were Cutcha, to 
grant Pottahs in a regular form to their ryots, specifying accurately the 

rates which they were to pay, which might, it was 
comln ^"^^^^ ^^^' ^"^^ ^°^' ^^P®^' become regularly prevalent throughout the 

country, to the greater security of these cultivators 

of the soil, in whose favor had also been abolished a burthensome custom, 

which was very prevalent, viz : that of the village Zemindars taking the 

ryots* ploughs and cattle to till the landholder's own particular fields, which 

services, without due payment, had been prohibit- 
13th and 14 th July 1790. j • .i •£ j • xi, j- i 

Vri A a- H ed in the manner specified m the proceedings mark- 

ed in the margin. 

On the 6th January 1791 the Resident issued the following Circu- 
lar to the Amils regarding the issue of Dustuks. 

It appearing that in view to your own profit you do, 6 or 7 days be- 
fore the Poorunmashee or end of the month, issue 
Resident's Circular order ^ , , - ^, :•,.,, , , 

to all the Amils, dated 6th Dustucks for the revenue and do thereby overburden 

January 1791. ^j^^ Zemindars and Ryots with Tulbana : It is therefore 

Caution regarding the use written that with regard to such people as shall not have 
paid the money of their instalments by the end of 
the month to send Dustucks on them does not signify, but it is improper to do so 
before the end of the month, and if I learn that you ever do again, a more 
particular order shall be issued. Caution is therefore necessary to be observed 
on this head. 

Government in reply to the Resident's letter of the 25th November 
last with its enclosures, transmitted, on the 11 th February 1791, for infor- 
mation and guidance, a copy of the following Resolutions passed thereon 

b\' the Governor General in Council, and convey- 
Qovemment approve of *: . i . /. i . « 

Beddenfg proceedings and ed its warmest approbation of the very satisfacto- 
orw so u onsrecor . ^ details furnished of the Settlement, Receipts 
and Disbursements of the past year, 1197, and of the ability and assiduity 
manifested by the Resident in completing the permanent Settlement of the 
Zemindaree of Benares agreeably to the Board's instructions. 

"The Board, having considered the foregoing letter from the Resident at 
Benares with the papers accompanying it, resolved as follows : — 

Para : 62 to 65, that the pergunnah and Fort of Bijeh Ghur be not grant- 
ed to the Raja and that the Fort do continue as at present in the possession of 
the ofl&cers of Government. • 

Para: 133. That the allowance paid to the mother of Lukhun Sing by 
the Besident be approved and confirmed in future as recommended by him. 
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Para : 98 to 100. That the Resident's proceediogB respecting the Joan- 
poor Mehals be approved. 

Para : 140. That the Resident be informed, the Board approve of his hav- 
ing ordered a list to be prepared of the pensioners who lost their pensions by 
the abolition of the interior Duties in 1788, and authorize him to restore such 
pensions to those who, from sex, age, or infirmity, may be real objects of charity. 

The Resident be desired to transmit for the consideration of the Govern- 
ment his sentiments regarding the appropriation of the surplus revenue expected 
to be received in 1198, 

Para : 142. That the khurgy, or tax on weavers, amounting to Rs. 1,40S- 
3-3 be abolished, and that the remaining three articles in this paragraph be con- 
tinued as heretofore. 

That the 4 years' Pottahs be confirmed for the ensuing six, so as to re- 
duce the whole to a ten yeara' settlement, and that assurances be given to the 
Pottah holders that as long as they continue to pay their revenue stipulated in 
last year of the increase, as specified in their several Pottahs, they shall not be 
liable to any further demand during their lives. 

That the remainder of the Resident's proceedings and propositions respect- 
ing the settlement of the seveaal Mehals be approved. 

The Resident issued on the 19th May 1791 the following Circular 
to the Amils and Canoongoes relative to the realization of the outstanding 
' balances of revenue. 

" Although the current revenue has been hitherto paid with the utmost 

regularity and apparent facility, includiug the increase 

ReaidentV Circular to the ... _ ^, .^, . . ^i r> j * 

Amila and Canoongoes dated OH this year of the settlement, yet the Resident 

19th May 1791. understands that in several Pergunnahs the Mofussil 

Instructions regarding balances are still heavy and outstanding in a larger 

outstanding Balances. proportion than they ought to be at this advanced 

period of the year. 

" This may be perhaps attributed for the most part to the unavoidable 
circumstance of the great alterations that took place last year in the general 
settlement, whereby many new or restored Landholders, having recovered possession 
in the middle of the year, were from the consequent perplexities and losses atten- 
dant on settling their accounts with the dispossessed farmers forced, in several 
instances, to anticipate a little on this years' funds to liquidate their accounts 
with the Amils for the last, which degree of anticipation tends now to straiten 
them, added to which there are the calamities of the season by hail whereby 
sundry have suffered, in the Ghazeepoor Circar more specially. 
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" Oa the other hand there is however in their favour the psrmanency of 
tlieir Leases, and the present enhanced price of grain, which ought to enable 
tbem to bear out against any temporary difficulty arising from the circumstances 
abovementioned. 

" At all events the Resident thinks it proper, as there yet remains a full 
month before the season elapses for securing the revenue, to send, (as be does 
this day), circular orders to all the Amils and Oanoongoes enjoining tbem, in 
terms the most positive, to be diligent and to exert themselves effectually towards 
tbe realization of the full stipulated revenue/' 

The Resident reported to Government on the 11th July 1791 that 
the rains had hitherto proved so very backward 
^^JT^.^^::^ and scanty i" t^is part of the country that the 
for ID case famine should oc- prices of grain were rising and very considerable 
apprehensions were entertained of a consequent 
unavoidable failure in the cultivation and the crops ; so as not improba- 
bly to occasion in a very short time a scarcity that might approach to, if 
not become, a real famine. 

Under these circumstances and although the season had not yet 
quite so far advanced as to make a permanent impression and destroy all 
hope in respect to the ensuing part of it, yet as by the time an answer to 
this address could be receive- 1 it would be nearly so, the Resident thought 
it his duty thus to advise Government and to beg to be favored with such 
instructions as the nature of the case might require, particularly whether 
any grain should be purchased for the consumption of the troops stationed 
within the Zemindaree, or for such other purposes as might prove requi- 
site in case of a real and severe scarcity. 

It was intimated that the rains having fallen plentifully in the Pro- 
vince of Bahar, it was probable that grain might be purchased there so as 
to sell even now for a profit in Benares. 

On the 19th July 1791 the Government in reply vested the Resi- 
dent with a discretionary power to provide grain 
Eemdent vested with pow- ^^j ^j^ ^. ^^^^i other measures as micrht be neces- 

er to act as neceaaary. ^ o ^^-^^ 

sary in the event of the rains not having fallen in 
time to prevent the serious consequences apprehended by him. 

The following circular was issued to the Amils and Canoongoes 
regarding cultivation of lands on tbe Ist July 1792. 

"As the season for the cultivation for 1200 Fiislee is now arrived, and as 
N 
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the favor of the Almighty has ahready bestowed such plentiful rain on this coun- 
try, it is therefore incumbent on you to excite all the Zemindars and farmers 
to exert themselves, from a view to their own interest and the permanency of 
their leases, to increase their cultivation for the ensuing year above what it has 
any where yet been. To assist them in regard to this and to settling their ac- 
counts with the A mil and making out their farighkhut- 
wi^U^'^oru^!'^^ *^^' tees or acquittances for the year 1199, it is hereby 
ordered that, in consideration of the last years* draught, 
whereby they may have incurred a greater expense in Tulbana than usual, th# 
whole of the said Tulbana money (which is the right of Government) be paid 
back or credited to each Malgoozar in his accounts with the Amil, as so much 
received in part of the public revenue ; and the Amils will of oourse receive 
the like credit from Government, and a Chuprassy is put into each Pergunnah 
to see this order carried into effect, and to bring back the accounts under the 
Canoongoe*8 and Putwary's signature of how much Tulbana has been in conse- 
quence of this order given up, — and you are also to cause the Zemindars and 
farmers to return in like manner the Tulbana they have collected.*' 

On the 4th August 1792, the Resident, in continuation of his report 
of the 25th November 1790, submitted to Government the Moolky Trea- 
sury Account for the last Fuslee year 1198, in like manner as he had an- 
nually transmitted the general statement of the receipts and disbursements 
of the Zemindaree of Benares since he had held charge. 

The Mai or land jumma of the Fuslee year 1198 had increased 
above that of 1197 to the extent of 1,08,940-11-6 
rev^ue'"wtX'*"af'°im as provided for in the permanent settlement, and 
^"••««- the effective Mai Jumma stood for the said year at 

Bs. 37^0,269-10-9. But although the land revenue had thus continued to 
prosper, the customs, (which were in their nature fluctuating and depended 
entirely on the state of the general commerce of the country), had for the 
year in question fallen short of what they yielded in the year preceding to 
the amount of no less than Rs. 89,311-9-9, so that had not the land reve- 
nue improved as it had done, there would, in consequence of this unexpect- 
od defalcation in the receipt of the duties, instead of a small surplus, not 
have been at the close of the year funds sufficient to pay the revenue and 
the Sudder charges. 

The entire jumma or rental of the district, including Mai and Per- 
mit, or land revenue and customs and Sewaee, or incidents and sundries, 
amounted for 1198 Fuslee to 40,96,0*8-9-6, or about three thousand ru- 
pees less than the year preceding, which was owing, Ist to the defalcation 
in the customs, and 2ndly to the abolition of the Chunam Mehal as ordered 
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by Qovernment, and a few more small articles as would be more clearly 
seen from the comparative abstract below. 

Total amount of Mai, Permit 
and Sewaee for 1107 Fuslee as per 
account in Resident's address of the 
25th of November 1790 lU, 40,99,236 1 

Add increase on Ditto for 1198. 

1st In the Mai or land revenue, 1,08,940 11 6 

2ad In sundries annexed to do. 996 11 & 

Total increase to Mai in 1198,. 1,09,937 7 Q> 

3rd In the Sewaee, or sundries,, 
including Tulbana &c., on the whole 
of the above, 1,19a 14 & 

Total of Surplus Jumma and 
receipts beyond 1197, 1,11,131 5 6 



Total of Mai, Permit and Se- 
waee in 1197, with increase thereto* 
ittn98, 42,10,467 6 6 

Deduction : — 

1st Amount of Chunan MehaT 
abolished, ... 19,T90 8 & 

2nd Defalcation ia the Permit 
duties, 89,311 9 ^ 

Srd For the amount of certain 
cbaiges of collection defrayed last 
year from the Treasury and deducted 
this year from the MaU 5,916 10 9 



Total deficiency or diflFerence 
agwnst the jumma of 1198 Rs., 1,14,418 18 

Besult of Mai, Permit and 
Sewaee for 1198, 1189, 40,96,048 9 6 

r 
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Making the ultimate difference against 1189 amount to Rs. 3,287-7-6 
But this small difference bad been more tban compensated by the 
recovery of balances outstanding since 1195, (the year of the Rajas man- 
agement), to the amount of Rs. 4,368-5-0, and by the further sum of Rs. 
1,216-0-6 paid in by Sheolal Dobeh, as the surplus due from him on this 
the 3rd, year's account of his receipts from the assignments made to hina 
or the liquidation of his loan of Rs. 85,000 to the Raja to enable the latter 
to pay up his revenue to Government in 1195, the particulars of which 
transaction had already been fully submitted to Government under date the 
26th of April 1789. It was therefore here only added that the principal 
and interest of the debt in question having been fully paid off, a very fair 
and productive annual addition to the revenue of Rs. 19,176-3-6, above the 
total of the permanent settlement, (as reported in Resident's address in 
November 1790), did thus from the beginning of 1199 Fuslee result to 
Government. 

The two sums noticed in the last para : raised the gross jumma to 
I^. 41,01,633-4-6, from which deducting, (according to the form of settle- 
ment in this Zemindaree), the articles of Sudder Mujray, (the nature and 
constituent articles of which had already been explained in Resident's ad- 
dresses of the 26th April 1789 and 25th November 1790), which amounted 
this year to Rs. 65,112-9-6 and proved from their variable nature about two 
thousand rupees more than last year. The real funds available to Govern- 
ment from the Zemindaree remained for 1198 at Rupees 40.36,250-11-0 
being a few hundred Rupees above what they yielded the year preceding 
as might be seen by that year's general account. 

The expenditure was a follows : — first, there had been paid into the 
Hon'ble Company's treasury the sum of Rs. 38,84,134-1 K9, which with the 
established articles of yearly deduction made up the forty lacs payable to 
the Company, and it was added that by the further retrenchment made in 
these annual deductions, the sum of Rs. 10,197-3-3 was this year realized to 
Government above the last. 

The other articles of disbursement from the Moolky Treasury were 
of the old or Sudder Rozeenadar's allowances and in the general charges of 
the Sudder Cutcherry. The establishment of the Moolky Foujdaree Adaw- 
lut having increased in the last month of the year, no great addition was 
made to the charges of 1198, but even if the charge should be heavier than 
it was ever likely to prove, (for there was no reason to suppose that the present 
^tablishment need be exceeded), it would be well bestowed, since there was 
no Court more necessary or useful within the Zemindaree ; nor any which 
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was believed to be better administered or blessed with a more conscientious, 
painstaking and upright Judge* 

The article of pensioners restored in pursuance of the orders of 
Goremmetit under date the 11th of February 1791 was altogether a new 
charge, than which nothing was known that could have proved more salu- 
tary in point of hamanity and justice, and the Resident had felt sincere 
gratification in being the instrument of rescuing so many helpless (for none 
else had been re-admitted) objects from griping want and helpless misery. 
The expense incurred on this account amounted to Rs. 13,791, and with some 
additions since made did not exceed 14,230-5-3, so that the charge was 
still within the sum of Rs. 15,000, limited for this really charitable insti- 
tution, as noticed in address of the 25th November 1790. 

There was such a number of prisoners in the Moolky Foujdaree 
Jail as really to require a considerable expenditure of country medicine 
as well as that some native doctors should he entertained to assist the 
Civil Surgeon in this very heavy and important charge. It was therefore 
agreed, from a view to the necessity of the case, to allow the Civil Surgeon 
on both these accounts at the rate of 50 Rs. per month. 

On the whole the disbursements had but very little exceeded those 
of the year preceding, when they amounted to l,40,134!-12-6, whilst for 
1198 the sum was only 1,46,693-9-6, and when it was considered that 
more than twenty thousand of the said total had been incurred by new 
articles directed and authorized by Government, it would not be found 
there had been any want of economy in the annual expenditure. 

It was intimated that Rs. 870-8-0 was paid for completing the di- 
gest of Custom House accounts up to the end of 1196. 

The balance or surplus in the Moolky Treasury for the year amount- 
ed to Rs. 6,692-5-9, which would remain at the disposal of Government. 

On the 17th August 1792, the Board in reply stated that the com- 
plete realization of the increased land revenue assessed on the Zeminda- 
ree of Benares for the past year, under all the disadvantages arising from 
a most unfavorable season and without distress to the landholders and cul- 
tivators of the soil, afforded a convincing proof of the solidity of the per- 

■ , , manent arrangements and of the prosperous state 

QoTt. reply to the above. ^ ^ 

of the country. With respect to the decrease in 

the Customs, they were aware that this branch of Revenue was liable to 
fluctuation, nor could any inference be drawn from this deficiency unfavor- 
able to the state of trade in Benares, as the duties were raided chiefly pn 
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goods pawbg thitough the Zeraindar^ from the Company's dominions or 
the Western Provinces, the quantity and value of iKfhich depended upon 
causes that related solely to the trade of those countries. 

The payment of Rs. 50 per month from the Moolky Treasury to 
the Civil Surgeon for native doctors and medicines for the prisoners in the 
Moolky Foujdaree Adawlut and the additional sum disbursed in complete- 
ing the digest of the Custom house accounts to the end of 1196 were autho- 
rized 

The surplus of Rs. 5,692*6-9 remaining in the Moolky Treasury 
was directed to be appropriated towards defraying the expenses of the Hin- 
doo College. 

The approbation which the Board had frequently expressed of Mr. 
Duncan's very able and successful administration of the Benares 2ieminda- 
ree Was with much satisfaction repeated. 

The account of the Moolky Ti>easury for the Fuslfee year 1199 end- 

R«ddent'e report on the ^°g "^'^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^7 ""^ ^""S^^^ ^792 Was Sub- 

accounts of iiM Fualee mitted to Government on the 17th October 1792. 

1191*92 A. D. 

It was remarked that on the debtor side of this 

account there was not much to notice ; except that the increase on this 

3rd year of the Settlement of the land revenue amounted to Rupees 

69,386-14 6, exclusive of a new annual fund of Rs. 19,176-3-6 in Joua- 

pore, arising from the liquidation of the debt to Sheolal Dobeh, for the 

gradual payment of which debt the said sum was for 3 years mortgaged ; 

whence it happened to be omitted in the general account of the funds for 

the permaneot Settlement 

The total increase on tl^e Mai or land revenue 
for 1199 above the year preceding amounted to, ... 79,837 ♦ 6 

And that on the Customs, as per the net rea- 
lized collection to, £5,491 7 6 



Total of Mai and Permit, 1,05,328 12 



The subsidiary article of Sewaee, (under which was usually included 
Tulbana and all other incidents), was less than last year, because owing to 
the relief which as a duty was afforded to the distress of the season, (arising 
from the continued and excessive draught that prevailed throughout it,) 
the far greater part of the Tulbana, as collected by the Amils during the 
year, was ordered to be paid back to the parties (viz.^ the village Zemindars 
and farmers), or allowed for in the accounts of their r^ipectiTe biJaHces, 
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The established article of Mofussil Mujray was much the same in 
amount as last year, having however been iDcreased nearly two thousand 
rupees from remissions that were allowed under this head in one or two 
districts owing to the calamity of the season, the eflfects of which wer« 
such, particularly in the Pergunnahs of Chownsa and Nirwun, that a 
further sum of Rupees 18,716-6-9 was remitted to the Zemindars, farmers 
and ryots, together with Rs. 5,000 to the Amil of Qurwara, having been 
to the latter no more than an equitable compensation for the unavoidable 
greater loss he had sustained by the extraordinary depreciation in the va^ 
lue of the Pice current in that Pergucnah and in which the revenue was 
paid there ; and the usual profits whereupon were charged by Government 
to the Amil and made part of the assigned funds for his collections, as 
would be seen from Resident's address on the decennial Settlement. 

Besides these few separate and unavoidable remissions in particu- 
lar pergunnahs, an engagement had been made with the village Zemindars 
and Farmers in general from the beginning of the year that part of the 
heavy expense incurred by then in digging wells should be paid from the 
Treasury, a measure in itself essentially necessary and indeed altogether 
indispensable to enable them to raise their crops in a season altogether so 
unpropitious, and therefore the expense of this encouragement was not to 
be regretted, since, without it, it was highly probable the produce of the 
year's harvests would have proved totally inadequate either to the suste* 
nanoe of the inhabitants or to the payment of the revenue due to Qovera«- 
ment, whereas both these ends had been accomplished and the year had 
been got through with much less diflSculty and far greater regularity in the 
receipt of the established public rental than what could have been expect* 
ed at the outset Wherefore it was hoped that Government would sanc- 
tion the grant made to the landholders and farmers for expenses in well 
digging throughoiit about |ths of the country, (all the Pergunnahs not hav- 
ing required it), to the amount of Rs. 35,990-6-3, making, with the other 
remissions above stated, a disbursement or relinquishment of Rs. 62^579 15*9 
on account of the calamity of the season ; notwithstanding which, as all this 
remission was still much below the increase of the year, including the sur- 
plus realized from the customs, there had after all been funds sufiScient as 
wdl for the payment of the Company's Jumma as fpr defraying the new 
establishments of the Hindoo College, &c. 

The amount hitherto paid for the last year into the Company's 
Treasury had been 38,66,390-5-6, being 17,744-6-3 less than the preceding 
one, the difference having been occasioned by the amount of duty 
given up on the large importations of grain from Bengal, Behar and Oude 
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for the consumption of the frequented and populous city of Benares ; to 
which importations, made as well by Government as by individuals, was 
principally, under Qod*s Providence, to be ascribed the fact of the city hav- 
ing escaped a famine, which most of the inhabitants, judging from former 
experience, thought for a long time unavoidable. 

The charges under the head of the Siidder Cutcherry, including 
Ameens, the Civil and Criminal Moolky Adawluts, the Moolky Treasury 
contingencies. Raja's Mutsuddies, &c. had nothing in them deserving of 
notice as they were all according to the established regulations. The char* 
ges for sowars and extra ch uprassees had been this year, (owing to the 
greater cares entailed by the season), somewhat higher than last, though 
not so much so as to render any particular enumeration of the causes for 
each minute addition requisite. 

The establishment of Rozeenadars, begun in the last, (as explained 
in Resident's address of the 4th of August), amounted for the present year, 
1199, to Rs. 14,188-11-9, and was thus still within the fifteen thousand 
Rupees to which it was originally meant to be limited. Signed Certificates 
had been given to each of the recipients specifying the respective monthly 
pensions to which they were entitled for the period of their several lives 
only ; to the end that the intent of the institution might not be perverted 
by converting these charitable allowances into a sort of hereditary and 
mortmained estate for the nourishment of idleness, as was too much the 
case with those Rozeenadars who were partakers in the other annual iund 
of Rs. 33,296-7-0, to whom their small pensions had, through use and abuse, 
devolved and were held by hereditary succession. A reformation in this last 
noticed institution had been desired by issuing to the pensioners similar 
Certificates entitling them to those allowances for their lives only ; but as 
they strongly objected, to this innovation, pleading that these pensions 
stood to them in lieu of landed estates, which they had been deprived of 
under the native Government, the idea of making any alteration in the 
nature or extent of their rights was given up. 

The next article of expense was that for the new Hindoo Collie 
which had been defrayed from the surplus funds for the revenue without 
subjecting the Company to any charge whatsoever. The total expense for 
the year in question had amounted to Rs. 14,397, under which an improve- 
ment or addition h«ad been made to the original establishment by a provi- 
sion for four Pundits to read the four Veds daily, and as the General Esta- 
blishment, in conformity to the Board's Order, would stand from the begin- 
ning of the previous September at 20,000 Rs. per annum, there was reason 
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to believe that the Institution would duly . advance in a progression of im- 
provement to the advantage of learning and the preservation and cultiva- 
tion of Indian Science and divinity. 

All the otLer articles of disbursement, except that for well digging 
already explained, were neither numerous nor heavy in their amount. 

The balance of account after all these disbursements amounted to 
Rs. 25,821-6-0, of which however only Rs. 19,788-8-9 were in cash in the 
Treasury, and the rest, to the amount of 6,032-12-3, was still outstanding. 

Out of this surplus was first to be deducted or repaid about ten 
thousand rupees which the Amils of the Pergunnah of Nirwun and Dhoos 
had paid in over and above the actually ascertained funds for the jumma of 
the year in their respective Pergunnahs, which was done at a time of the year 
when there was great apprehension that the public funds might fall short 
even of the Company's Jumma ; and therefore these Amils were, (as many 
others would have been if necessary), willing to make a small advance from 
themselves for the greater proportional deficiency for the year in question 
of their respective districts. It was meant then to repay them from the 
ensuing year s. surplus ; but as the last year had on the whole turned out 
more favorably than was imagined, there remained no occasion to delay 
this repayment, and it had accordingly been ordered that the accounts be 
accurately drawn up and delivered in, so that the liquidation might im- 
mediately take place. 

As after this repayment there would still remain a surplus of about 
ten thousand rupees, it was wished to have it applied to the relief and sup- 
port of such industrious and well meaning village Zemindars and farmers 
as should on enquiry appear to have been, notwithstanding their best exer- 
tions, severe suflferers of the last year's drought, as there was reason to be- 
lieve that these eflfects, (as far as such real and worthy objects of support 
were concerned), would by a judicious distribution of this sum be nearly, 
if not wholly, obviated and re medied. It was therefore recommended that 
Qovernment should allow the conscientious appropriation of the said ulti- 
mate surplus to t he end in question, for although tlie Resident had, during 
the course of the year, done all in his power to shelter those who paid the 
revenue from exactions above their means, without at the same time allow- 
ing himself to be deceived by fictitious pretexts of inability, yet in so exten- 
sive a tract of country, it might very well be admitted that some instances 
of comparative hardship might unavoidably, under such general circum- 
stances of public calamity, have occurred without even coming to his know- 
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Jedge, to the relief of which this surplus, which properly appertained to 
•ttobody, could, it was thought, be justly applied. 

Government forwarded to the acting Re sident at Benares on the 
23rd November 1792 copy of a letter from Mr. Duncan in Calcutta, in- 
timatihg that with a view to prevent the ill consequences resulting from 
the lately restored Zemindars of Benares having recourse to violence 
against ea«h other on boundary claims, he had thought it necessary shortly 
before he left Benares to isssue a circular notifica- 
Steps taken , to prevent j^i^jj^ establishing as a rule that, in all such cases, 
the right of tenure, as held under their pottahs, 
of the parties ^o bffending should be suspended, and the collection of the 
revenue from the ryots within the territory included in such pottah be 
made immediately by the officers of Govermment, till the merits of the 
case should have been regularly tried and decided on. Mr. Duncan had 
stroncr hopes that this Regulation, joined to the severe example lately made 
in the case of th^ Zemindars of Secunderpoor, would tend powerfully 
to restrain the Zemindars in question from being guilty of similar acts of 
violence in time to come. At the same time, as the regulation in question 
was meant only to act as a check on the parties in question, any of them 
who might by its operation be dispossessed of the management of their 
lands in the course of the year should be re-admitted after the matter had 
passed through a regular ciiquiry, or at most from the beginning of the 
next and each succeeding Fiislee year, on their entering into and deliver- 
ing ample security for their future quiet and peacable behaviour. The 
Governor General in Council had approved of the notification referred to. 

On the 22nd July 1794?, the Resident, Mr. J. Duncan, reparted to 
Government with reference to^ the Sub-Secretary's letter of the 3rd of 
March that he had had a general knowledge, though without any official 
intimation, of the intentions of Government and had in consequence al- 
ready taken some steps tending to ascertain the state of the Rajah's 
mind and disposition towards a concurrence in the projected alteration of 
system for this Province. As nothing decisive had yet ensued, he intimat- 
ed that a future opportunity would be taken to subniit to Government the 
result of his endeavours to convince the Raja of the advantages that the 
introduction of the Governor General's plan of administration was calcula- 
ted to secure to hi^'fcountry. Unhappily the Raja's 
Feeling of t»»e I^i* J^ education and habits tended to prevent his so readily 

i«ffard to contemplated ^ ^ ' 

cl^ges in the management distinguishing the meadferes contemplated from 

.of theProvmcc. those that Were, or that he supposed to be mSwre 

immediately connected with his own personal power and conseqaence. 
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Wherefore he did not perceive the diminution so much in what he had 
hitherto afiRscted to consider as only a temporary and single interposition 
on the Resident's part, as in the permanent introduction of a new system 
to be superintended by several officers, but yet Mr. Duncan did not despair, 
if not ot convincing his understanding, still to be able to gain in due time 
his ultimate assent to the wishes of Qovemment. 

The part which, since his return to Benares in March last, Mr. Duncan 
kirew would be assigned to him, of obtaining the Raja's acquiescence to a 
great political object, had made him more tender than he might otherwise 
have been of exercising even the usual degree of control in respect to the 
Rcga's or his Officer's management of the few distiicts that were still en- 
trusted to him ; for soon after the arrival of the Resident, there were a varie- 
ty of complaints preferred by considerable bodies of the Raja's ryots from 
his family pergunnah of Guijgapoor or Kuswar, which on his written re- 
monstrance and request that the Resident would 
te!i2'1tuf « %»!we I«a^e his authority unimpaired over these, (whom 
with tiie Rftja'a maBagement, the Raja deemed more especially his own ryots,) 
the Resident had generally consented to interfere as little as possible, con- 
tenting himself in most of these cases with only recommending to the 
Raja to enquire himself into the alleged grievances, as well as to guard 
against too implicitly submitting his own judgment (as he had long been 
in the habit of doing) to that of his principal Dewan, Baboo Duleep Sing, 
who had ever borne a very unfavorable character for severity and harshness 
to the ryots. The consequences hitherto resulting from these measures 
had been that the Raja's confidence was said to have become considerably 
shaken in and withdrawn from the man in question, and that he had 
begun to venture to act without consulting the said Dewan,— a change 
which was also agreeable to and of course promoted by Ranee Golaub 
Eoowur, the Raja's grandmother, to whom he was generally in all respects 
submissive. 

The principal complaints preferred against the Raja's management 

were in thfe district of Kuswar, for breach of agreements with his under 

tenters «nd for over exactions of revenue, for both of which considerable 

scope was allowed in consequence of (Jovemment 

lU^^^J^ta^/Ti^tion °^^ ^a^i°?' (f^^ ^^^ ^^^°« mentioned in Resident's 
Ac. address of the 25th of November 1790, on the 10 

iand 4 ytsars Mofussil settlement), extended the interior arrangements of the 
geotval settlement into those parts of the district, but left them on the 
former footing oi temporary Fottabs or of collecting according to the {>ro« 
dtoe. 
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Besides these complaints from the Raja's own immediate tenures, 
there had been some preferred against his Officer's management as Amil 
or collector in the two districts of Kernadaury and Jalhoopoor ; of which, 
after their interior settlement had been fixed, the Resident consented to 
gratify him or his family with the collectorship ; and as from one of the 
renters of the first mentioned of these places, there was an undue, though, not 
very considerable, exaction of Annual revenue clearly ascertained to have 
been made by Baboo Duleep Sing (the Raja's manager) over and above the 
sum specified in the Government's settlement, it 

Rftja 8 manager required to .it , • i i ^^ 

refund an amount unduly became strictly a duty, and was mdeed unavoid- 
®^' able, that he should be made to refund the amount 

to the party injured and also to allow the latter to account for his revenne 
in future directly to Government by paying it himself into the Treasury of 
Benares, according to the provision made for that purpose, as notified in the 
aforesaid address on the general settlement. . 

The complaints from Jalhoopoor were however of a different nature 
and much more difficult of ascertainment, having been for secret and small 
nuzzers and other petty exactions under the well known heads of Bhet, 

Tulbana, Multana or Batta &c. exacted by or given 
airsf^'^''** ""^^^^ "■ **>the Officers and mutsuddees immediately em- 

ployed in the collections, the proof of which depend- 
ed, and for the most part admitted in this instance, (as well as in the 
cases of several other districts and pergunnahs besides the Raja's, frooa 
which it was but fair to add that similar complaints had also been received), 
of no surer evidence than the assertions or personal oaths of the complain- 
ants, corroborated more or less by the accounts kept by their Futwarees, 
which were generally, if not always, of these complainant's own dictating. 
It became often a matter of serious difficulty to form a satisfactory judg- 
ment on such appeals, since, however probable in themselves, (notwithstand- 
ing the precautions adopted and a sepcrate and solemn engagement entered 
into by the Amils against such practices as specified in the Resident's letter 
of the 26th December 1789), yet perhaps but few such cases could occur 
where that degree of clear proof and certainty could be adduced as were 
necessary to constitute the basis of any regular judicial award for restoratioa 
of sums or other articles thus claimed to have been clandestinely given or 
exacted. 

The view however of the circumstances thus alleged and bronglit 
before the Resident in the course of several enquiries into complaints for 
exactions of this description had naturally turned his thoughts to the 
means of providing such additional checks as might seem the most likely 
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to obviate their cause, which, as far as it might have had existence, could 
only be attributed to the too great dependence that the Zemindars and 
farmers lay still under towards the Amils, who might also probably be 
found chargeable with having in some instances availed themselves of their 
situations to make occasional innovations and alterations in the Settlement 
of 1790, without having always perhaps advised 
AiJiLTi^\hrsIttkmrnte *^^ obtained the previous sanction of the Resi- 
dency ; in excuse for which some of them now 
pleaded the idea they entertained that on the expiration of the four years' 
Settlement, the Pottahs for that period were no longer binding, although 
the contrary (as far as respected themselves and the Government) was pub- 
lished throughout the country on the receipt of the Board's orders of the 
IJth of February 1791, which extended the term of the 4 as well as of the 
10 years* Pottahs to the lives of the parties, the natural demise of many of 
whom and the voluntary resignation and relinquishment of several others 
among the class of farmers, at the expiration of their 4 years* Cabooleeuts, 
had of course contributed to swell the catalogue of these annulled leases. 

But independent of these causes another principal source of alter- 
ation in the settlement arose from that of 3 or 4 

Lms of revenue due also per^unnahs (such as Dhoos, Nirwunand Chownsa) 
to adverse seasons. . 

having failed, either from having been originally 

too highly assessed or from the calamity of bad seasons, as had, in parti- 
cular, been the misfortune of the last mentioned Pergunnah, which situa- 
ted at the confluence of the Caramnassa with the Ganges had during seve- 
ral years past been almost annually visited by extraordinary droughts, 
followed during the course of the season by violent hail storms which had 
more than once levelled a large portion of the scanty crop which the poor 
husbandmen of this peculiarly devoted district had been able to raise to a 
state of approaching maturity. 

Yet notwithstanding the operation of all these causes, the far great- 
er number of the Pottahs issued on the general 
Large majority of Pottahs settlement were still permanent, in so much that 

ttUl standing goud. 

of about 4,700 granted, not quite 700, or about a 
7th had, during the course of the 5 years that had elapsed, been given up, 
or bad become otherwise ineflfectual, and required now to be renewed, which 
might easily take place in the course of the ensuing season, upon such 

grounds of certainty, ascertainable from a view to 
«nap*^uldbeeasily1^nSg- the causes of their failure, as to leave but little 
^ chance of the recurrence of similar disappoint- 

ments, unless in the instances of such an uncommon series of calamity 
from season as had been above noticed. 
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In the meantime the Resident had not scrupled to make advances 

from the surplus revenue of former years towards providing for improve^ 

ment and bringing into complete state of cultivation (which it was trusted 

would be fully eflfected during the present rainy season) the two Pergun- 

nahs of Chownsa and Dhoos ; and orders had been 

Money advances made and . . ^ , . . . , 

other steps taken to improve issued for admitting to general restoration those 
backward cultivation. Potuhdars whom the Amils should appear to have 

clandestinely or wrongfully dispossessed, accompanied by a proclamation 
throughout the country as to the permanency of the Settlement of 1790. 
Notwithstanding however these few preparatory steps, a period of at least 
some months longer, if not all the ensuing Fuslee year, might be requisite 
to enable the Resident to leave the district in that state wherein it would 
b€[his ambition to see it placed. In relation to this, there would be sub- 
mitt^ for the consideration of Qovernment the heads of such articles of 
regulation or improvement as seemed advisable on the foundation of the 
existing system, with a view also to their not proving at least generally re- 
pugnant, but perhaps for the most part sufficiently adapted to cdncide and 
assimilate with the one that was intended to follow it. 

In the first place, the present Amils' leases having all expired from 
, ^ ^. ^ ^ ^ the end of the Fuslee year 1200 or September 

Question as to what _^^- i . i 

should be done with the 1793> they might now bo all considered asremov- 

f* • / able, but independent of the general idea of per- 

jnanency held owt to them by the Board's orders of the 2l8t of October 
1789, it .seemed very doubtful, (for the causes referred to in the Resident's 
already quoted letter on the general settlement of 1790), whether a better 
body of men could be substituted in their places. That some such officers 
must be maintained, as well for the collections of the revenue as the main- 
tenance of the peace and police of the several Pergunnahs, was thought to 
be unavoidable. 

All then perhaps that could with safety be effected, or was in reali- 
ty in this respect desirable, might consist in the li- 
grelto^di^kT**'"'^ '^'^'*' mitaUon and diminution of their authority, by re- 
ducing them as nearly as possible to the 1 evel of 
mere collectors, but still perhaps holding them responsible, as they were, 
for the due and regular realization of the revenue ascertained by the Put- 
tahs and settlement to be payable within their respective Amildarees or 
collectorships. When the new system was introduced into Benares, it 
would become a subject of consideration how far the rules laid down for 
making the collections within the Provinces might be found suitable to be 
either immediately or gradually introduced, or be allowed to supersede l^e 
present local practice and rules for realizing the revenuCi which; although 
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attended by some iaconveaiences such as might, for example, arise out of 
degree of discretion thence assumable by the Amils, (as explained in the 
Report of November 1790 on the general settlement), of levying Tulbana 
(for the amount of which they were afterwards accountable to Government), 
on parties in arrear, as a spur towards the regular discharge of the reve- 
nue, yet it was apprehended, that whatever occasional abuse this mode of 
process might be liable to, it could hardly be given up, though it might 
probably admit of further regulation ; and it might even perhaps be found 
preferable, in this district, to the introduction of the expedient that had 
been so long resorted to in Bengal and Behar of 
Md'^Behw'l-uUs^for r^S- Government levying the balances by the public 

Bfni^'prov^^"'^*^^''' ^^® ^^ ^^® ^^"^* ^^ *^® defaulters, an extremity 
which, not only from the numerous Putteedai's or 
inferior partners who held immediately under, though their names were 
not all specified in each Government's Pottah, but from its never appearing 
to have been practised as a general rule in this part of the country, might, 
it was feared, occasion considerable confusion, and, even in some cases, open 
resistance and rebellion by any vigorous or general execution of that part 
of the revenue regulations in this part of the Hon'ble Company's posses- 
sions, notwithstanding the clause to that eflfect in the Cabooleeuts of the 
present Pottahdars, which was rather to be considered as useful, in as far as it 
might tend to awe the general body of these renters into a regular discharge 
of their revenue than as calculated to be carried into general practice. 

To extend therefore as much security and freedom to the general 
Balee proposed to be »d- body of the natives in regard to the collection of 

ted for relieving the people , 

from undae exactions ^. the revenue, as, all things considered, might prove 
in the main the most advantageous to them, some or all of the follow- 
ing measures appeared to be requisite. 

First To restore and improve the Mofussil Settlement, as made in 
1790, wherever it might stand in need of it, from the unfavorable opera- 
tion of any or all of the several causes above enumerated, for which pur- 
pose preparatory steps were being taken by the Resident. 

Secondly. To regulate and limit the exaction of Tulbana, by Gov- 
ernment fixing the rules thereof for every Pergunnah, and by rendering 
it penal in any Amil or Collector to issue Tullub Chitty and Dustuk ex- 
cept it be attested by the Canoongoes ; and that they should have endors- 
ed thereon the rate of Tulbana to be exacted, besides their being them- 
•elves bound to keep an exact registry of the sums thence realized in or- 
der that the full ftmonnt thereof might at the end of the year be paid into 
the Moolky Treasury in eonfonnity to their existing engagements, 
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Thirdly. That it be ao object with the Resident for the time beiDg, 
to prevent as much as possible more than one Pergunnah being held by 
one Amil or Collector, or by an Amil who would generally remain in the 
city of Benares, instead of his district, so as to avoid the two evils arising 
from Naibships and non-residence. 

Fourthly. That from the beginning of the ensuing Fuslee year it 
be proclaimed throughout the country that all Zemindars and farmers 
holding Pottahs from Government had the option of paying the amount 
of their respective quotas of the public revenue either to the Amil of 
their district or directly into the Treasury of Government at Benares, pro- 
vided that in the latter case, they first delivered in the personal security of 
a banker or other substantial person for the due and regular payment of 
their several ki^ts ; and that, to enable them to procure and pay the con- 
sideration usually required for such security, they be allowed one half of 
the Dehyek or 10 per cent, and of the 1 J per cent. Bliuray, chargeable on 
their respective portions of the rental, (as noticed in the Resident's letter 
on the general settlement), now allowed to the Amils on the entire Jumma 
of each Amildaree or collectorship ; — the other moiety of the said Deh- 
yek and Bhuray, arising from each person's proportion of the revenue being 
either continued to the Amil, (who was however no longer to retain ajiy 
revenue authority over such persons), in case the charge of the general 
peace and protection of their parts of the districts should still be left with 
him ; or otherwise that the amount of these centages be reserved for the 
advantage of Government or applied to the maintenance of such a local 
jurisdiction on the part of the Sircar as might become necessary in lieu of 
the Amils, in respect to places thus separated from their authority. 

It was observed that this last proposed regTilation must tend pow- 
erfully to secure, in favor of those who thus contributed to the revenue, 
an entire emancipation from even any danger of every species of undue 
exaction on the part of the Amils, who would thence be stimulated by the 
powerful consideration of their own profit and credit, to retain by mild 
and accommodating treatment as many of those Pottahdars as they could 
in any wise prevail upon to pay the revenue to their Cutcherry. 

The adoption of these suggestions and the introduction of such fur- 
ther detailed regalations as would flow from them, might, it was thought, 
ensure nearly all the advantages that Benares wanted or was capable of en- 
joying, at least on the footing of the existing system, as far as regards its 
revenue Department, and the correction of the greatest evil it was now 
liable to by the extinction of all undue authority or excessive influence on 
the part of the Amils; more especially if, in respect to the general adminis- 
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tration of justice, local courts to be superintended by theCazee and Canoon- 
goes, and either connected with or separate from the Amil's authority, (as 
might be thought fit), were instituted with regulations and powers to act 
in subordination to the superior judicatures at Benares, on principles alike 
in some degree to^tbose on which the inferior Courts had been established 
in the Ptovince of Malabar. It was noted tlmt such an institution wan en- 
tirely in consistence with and formed even a recommendatory part of the 
jpdiciary measures contained in the Marquis of COrnwallis' minute on which 
the present plan, of interior administration far Bengal and Behar was found- 
ed, and that the introduction of these subordinate Courts in this part of the 
country needed not perhaps to be postponed till the more general establishr 
ment of the Goyernor General's system at large, more especially as it could 
be effected by assigiiing to the C^zees moderate salaries, and thereby restor- 
ing them to a proper degree of respectability, without any additional ex- 
pense to Goyemment, from part of the surplus means which would now be 
annually realized from^tbe increased revenue funds of the -country. 

It was also intimated that as there was always some degree of dan- 
ger in the subversion of ancient customs to which the minds of tlie inhabi- 
tants of a* country had long been habituated, the Resident had not ven- 
tared, at least for the course of the current year, entirely to prohibit the 
Amils from confining persons in. arrear, without sending them immediately 
iniK) Benares as reconnnended by. the Board, but, as a check on the disere- 
tioA thus left, he had reqviired the Canoongoes to-transmit monthly reports 
of the dates and oanses jo£ all commitments and enlargements by the Amils 
to enable Him to redress any real grievances ; and this Regulations might 
still further and with greater safety be improved from the beginnmg of the 
ensuing year into the prohibition: desired by Government, if found or 
judged necessary. 

The Resident in eontinimtioa of the above, on the 25th July 1794 

forwarded a memorandum of such further proceed- 
Further communication . i i j i 1 1 i . 
with the Riijaabout the intro- mgs as be had held relative to obtaining the Raja's 
ductionof theoewByatem. ^^^ ^ ^^^ introduction of the new System. 

In respect to the Ranee's suggestions. regarding the surplus revenue, 
it was observed that at present about 20;000 Rs. yearly were applied from 
this fund to the maintenance of the Hindoo College, whilst other sums from 
it had been disbursed under the authority of Government for the repairs of 
loads and bridges and other public objects of utility io the Zemindaree, but 
that there was still an unappropriated surplus. 

'<0n tiielSrfl of July, the Bi^'a being bimself confined to his house at 
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Ramnagur the Resident reuewed the subject of the probable introduction of 
the new system to Sookh Lai (the Raja's principal Mutsuddee stationed in the 
Resident's Cutcherrj) and desired him to proceed to Ramnagur to propose 
it to the Raja, with a view to obtain his assent whenever the Board should 
ReeiidenVs memorandum ^^^^he on its establishment according to their ad- 
on the subject. vice thereof in the letter of the 3rd of March last ; 

as to which he (Sookh Lai) said he entertained little or no doubt, provided the 
Raja's signature to Pottahs and farighkhuttis and other Revenue Papers were 
allowed to remain current as at present. This the Resident had on his part no 
difficulty of assuring the coatinuaoce of, as neither evil or inconvenience could 
result from it, since the Raja's signature on these writings are merely affixed as 
a matter of course, after that of the Resident, without any control or interference 
on the part of the former, as far as respects the granting or issuing of such deeds." 

" On the 25th of July 1794 Sookh Lai reported that he had been with 
the Raja as desired and had renewed the subject of the intended introduction 
of the new system, whereupon the Raja had ramained for some time silent as 
in reflection after which he (the Raja) did himself propose to proceed with 
Sookh Lai to the Ranee and ask her opinion. They accordingly went thither, 
when the Raja explaining to the Ranee Golaub Koowur, his grand-mother, the 
tenor of the Resident's proposition, she asked him what he himself thought of 
it ; to which the Raja replied that during the six years of the present Residen- 
cy he had scarcely been made sensible of or felt any irksome diminution of his 
authority, and that he was now, also, for agreeing to what the Resident had 
proposed, as thinking likewise, the plan in itself a good one. Whereupon the 
Ranee said, it had also her concurrence, and thus it was on both their parts fully 
agreed to, but Sookh Lai adds that as the Raja and he were about to with- 
draw, the Ranee desired him to notice to the Resident that Mr. Hastings having 
concluded a permanent settlement with the Raja, she was thereon hopeful 
that the surplus receipts from the country might be enjoyed by the Raja ; and 
the Resident asking Sookh Lai whether this intimation was as a condition of 
the other acquiescence, he answered in the negative, and by explaining that it 
was merely an observation thrown out by the Ranee as naturally connected with 
the occasion and on which she and the Raja would both submit themselves to 
the judgment of the Resident or of Government." 

On the 19th September 1794 the Board in acknowledging the re- 
ceipt of the Resident's letters of the 22nd and 25th July intimated their 
highest satisfaction at the successful result of his conamunication with the 
Raja on the important subject of the introduction of the arrangements in 
force* in Bengal and Behar into the Benares Pro« 

Instruotionfland ordew of . i j ^v x -j^ u i_i xv 

Government on the above vince, and remarked that it would enable them to 
^^^i^}- perpetuate to the inhabitants of this valuable part 

of the British possessions the benefits which they had experienced from Mr. 
Duncan's administration. 
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The Board requested the Resident to express to the Raja their sense 
of his very liberal conduct in regard to the unconditional assent which he 
had given to their recommendation, and particularly in his having submit- 
ted the appropriation of the surplus revenue to their determination. The 
Board stated that to evince to him that in recommendmg the introduction 
of the form of internal Government established in Bengal into Benares 
they were actuated solely by a desire to promote the happiness of the people 
and the prosperity of the country, the Resident would acquaint him that 
the surplus revenue which might be annually collected would be regularly 
paid to him, after deducting such part of it as he might voluntarily allow 
to be expended for the improvement of the Zemindaree and for defraying 
a proportion of the expense of the Judicial Establishments, adequate to 
the amount which he now paid on that account. 

The Resident was further desired to acquaint the Raja that his 
signature to Pottahs and Farighkhuttees would remain current as at 
present and that his Officers would be allowed to keep counterparts of all 
accounts. 

As preparatory to the introduction of the system the Board con- 
sidered it essential that in all practicable cases the amount of the rent 
payable by the proprietors and farmers of the lands should be fixed in 
perpetuity. 

The object of the system was to protect private rights, and as the 
limitation of the public demand upon the lands was obviously the most 
important and valuable right that could be conferred on the body of the 
people in Benares who were in any respect concerned in the cultivation of 
land, the Board should scarcely consider the country in a state fit for the 
reception of the system, if this right were not to be extended to them. 
The measure was likewise connected with the emancipation of the above 
class of people from the severities and oppressions of Amils, farmers and 
other officers, necessarily employed to collect the public dues, when they 
were liable to frequent and arbitrary variation. It involved the happiness 
of the cultivators of the soil who could not expect to experience moderation 
or encouragement from their landlords, whilst they themselves were ex- 
posed to indefinite demands. The prosperity of the commercial part of 
the people equally depended upon the adoption of it, as trade and manu- 
facture must flourish in proportion to the quantity of raw material pro- 
duced from the lands. It would render the situation of the proprietor of 
•land honorable instead of disreputable, and land would become the best 
instead of being the worst of property, and, what was of equal importance 
it would enable the Qovemor-Qeueral in Council to perpetuate to the 
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people a Government of law and security, in the room of one founded on 
temporary expedient, and whioh must be either beneficial or dedtniotive 
according to the character of the individual appointed to superintend it. 

The Board were aware that the landholders and cultivators in Be- 
nares had not been accustomed to the more regular form of Government 
which had been gradually established in Bengal, but security of property and 
the numerous advantages connected with it were benefits of the import- 
ance of which they must soon be fully sensible, althougli they might not 
be immediately able to comprehend the causes from which they were 
derived. 

The Board felt much satisfaction in having it in their power to avail 
themselves of Mr. Duncan s abilities and local knowledge to accomplish 
this primary and important measure, and they would now state the prin- 
ciples on which they conceived it should be executed, leaving however thia, 
as well as every other part of the arrangement, open to the consideration of 
Buch modifications or alterations as tho Resident might deem it advisable 
to suggest upon the receipt of these instructions. 

It did not appear desirable that a greater land revenue should be 
assessed on the the Zemindaree of Benares than might be sufficient, in ad-, 
dition to the receipts from the customs, to make good tlie fixed annua} 
payment of forty lacs to Government with the charges of collection hither- 
to defrayed ftom the Modlky Treasury, and to famish a surplus adequate 
to pirovide for part of the expense of the Judicial Establishments, and also 
for the maintenance of the College, making of roads, bridges, or other work 
for the improvement of the Zemindare^ and for allowing of some addition to 
the Raja's jncome. 

To obviate all future misunderstanding, however, with regard to the 
appropriation of the surplus collections, the Bos^ thought it would be ad- 
Tisable for the Resident to settle with the Raja the sum to be annually ap-, 
pippriable by Government to the purposes specified in the preceding para^ 
gmph BO that he might be certain of receiving the ren^nder^ whatevev" 
might he the amount of it, 

As to the Jumma of such lands the rents <d which could be im-> 
mediately fixed in perpetuity, the Board coneeived that it should not ec- 
oeed the highest amount payable by the existing engagements^ ezoeptiiig 
in cases in which, from the improvable nature of the lands or other favar-« 
able dicumstances, it might be deemed equitable to stipulate for bobm in^ 
^es^9 dtber with a view to render the ri^ of a^aessoient proportUoiata 
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lo that charged oa other lands in the district ; to counterbalance any ^de-* 
ductioQs, which might be deemed advisable tq tiUow any other Mehals ; or 
to ensure the receipt of an annual surplus ade(|uate to the purposes abpya 
specified. 

In regard to the (Jescriptions of persons with whom the settlement 
iNras to be concluded ; where the ancient Zemindars still retained the pro- 
prietary right in the lands and were also the Oabooleeutdars, it should 
be made with thein, provided they agreed to the terms which the Resident 
might think proper. Where they were not the Cabooleeutdars, the exist- 
ing leases of the fafraei-s must of course remain in force until their expi- 
rationj when the proprietors should have the same option of entering into 
engagements as was allowed to the Zemindars in Bengal whose lands had 
been let to farm, as prescribed in the 1st Regulation passed in 1793. la 
case they still refused to engage at the Jumma required, their lands must 
be re-farmed for such further period as at the time might be thought ad-' 
Visable. 

If the lands of any Zemindar were not let on leaae, but were col-» 
lected in the manner termed Khas in Bengal, the proprietors should hava 
the option of entering into engagements on the terms it might be judged 
equi|;able, unless it should appear to the Resident inexpedient to conclude 
a settlement with any such Zemindars on account of their misconduct or 
any other cause, in which case their lands would be let in farm, or the 
revenues would be ordered to be collected by an officer to be appointed on 
the part of the Tehseeldar. 

To obviate the inconveniences which might result from entering 
into engagements with the numerous Putteedars or sharers, in which the 
property in some of the Zemindarees was stated to be vested, it might be 
advisable in such instances to require the sharers to appoint a Manager m 
the same manner as was prescribed with respect to the proprietors of joint 
Undivided estates m Bengal in the 8th Regulation passed in 179S. 

In districts where there were no village ^mindars, the Board 
thought a permanent settlement might be made with the head cultivators 
of the villages, or the districts might be divided into small farpis of from 
five to ten thousand rupees each, and granted at a fixed rent in perpetuity* 
The leases in both cases, with the rights annexed to them, should be de-> 
elared hereditary and also transferable, but the lands iiomprised in them 
should be kept entire and not be subject to division Under any circum« 
stances, nor be considered as the property of the lease holders. Tenures of 
thi^ description would give to the holders a permanent interest in the im-> 
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provement of the lands and be productive of nearly the same benefit to 
the country as the restoration of the former proprietors ; a measures 
ivhich the Board would not wish to press on the Raja after his former posi- 
tive refusal to agree to it and the very liberal conduct which he had ob- 
served with regard to the arrangements now under consideration. 

The adoption of the Resident's suggestions contained in his address 
of the 22nd July with regard to allowing all Zemindars and farmers under 
the conditions stated therein to pay their revenue directly to the Public 
Treasury at Benares, and the appropriation of the Dehyek and Bhuray in 
such cases, appeared to the Board highly advisable. 

With regard to the introduction of such of the Regulations in force 
at the time in Bengal as might be consistent with the existing laws and 
usages of Benares and the establishment of Courts of Judicature for the 
administration of the laws and regulations constituted upon the same prin- 
ciples as the Courts in the Provinces, it was intimated that the Regulations 
passed in 1793 and 1794j for the interal Government of the Provinces had 
been formed into four great divisions ; and it was the intention of the 
Board that the Zemindaree of Benares would be considered as a fifth divi- 
sion, and that the Judicial and Revenue establishments would with certain 
exceptions be the same as in each of the divisions in the Provinces. 

Agreeably to this principle, the collection of the revenue of the 
2^mindaree was to be committed to a Collector^ subject to the authority of 
the Board of Revenue, in the same manner as the Collectors in the Pro- 
vinces. He should submit to them the Moolky accounts that they might 
come under the revision of the Board equally with the Government ac- 
counts, as the Board considered it incumbent upon them to examine every 
expenditure that might be chargeable to the Raja's account with the same 
attention as the public disbursements. 

The Board proposed to establish two Courts of Adawlut or Courts 
of Judicature for the trial of Civil suits in the first instance. The juris- 
diction of one of these Courts should be extended to the districts on the 
north of the Ganges, and the districts situated on the south of that river 
comprise Uie jurisdiction of the other Court. 

If there should appear to be any objection to the limits proposed 
to be assigned to the two jurisdictions, the Resident was requested to state 
them with such alterations as from his local knowledge might appear ad- 
visable. The Courts were to be denominated the Courts of Adawlut for 
Northern and Southern ZiUahs of Benares. The Judges were to be Ma^ 
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trates in their respective jurisdictioDS. A Court for the trial of Civil 
causes in the first instance was likewise to be established in the City of 
Benares, and to be superintended by one Judge with the powers of Magis- 
trate in the same manner as the Zillah Courts. 

For hearing appeals from the decisions of the City Court and the 
two Zillah Courts and for the trial of crimes and misdemeanours, a Civil 
and Criminal Court was to be established, to be denominated the Provin- 
cial Court of appeal and the Court of Circuit for the Division of Benares. 
Each of these Courts was to be superintended by three Judges, and the 
Judges of the Civil Court were to preside also in the Criminal Court. 

It appeared to thd Board that the duties of the Collector should be 
nearly similar to those of the Collectors in the Provinces. His powers 
should be limited to the collection of the fixed revenue at the stipulated 
periods, to make hereafter the settlements of the lands, the revenue of 
which could not be now fixed, and to discharge such other duties connect- 
ed with the finance as might be prescribed to him. He should have no 
judicial powers whatever. 

A regulation should be framed declaring the conditions under which 
the Settlement was made permanent and the principles on which the fixed 
Jumma was to be apportioned. In the event of the Zemindars being 
divided, from whatever cause, a reference to the 1st Regulation passed in 
1793 would show the rules it was thought necessary to adopt in the Pro- 
vinces with regard to these and other matters upon the completion of the 
Permanent Settlement. Without a previous declaration on these pomts, 
the terms on which the lands were to be hereafter held would have been 
uncertain, and consequently the inducements to improvements consider- 
ably lessened 

A R^ulation should likewise be framed containing all the general 
rules and principles both of the Temporary and Permanent Settlements. 
This Regulation would be the standard for determining the rights of those 
with whom the Settlement might be made, and also all disputes between 
the landholders, farmers and ryots. It would be observed that the 8th 
Regulation passed in 1793 was framed with a view to these objects. 

The Regulation to be next framed should consist of the rules to be 
observed by the Collector in levying the revenue from the Cabooleeutdars. 
The rules that prevailed in the Company's Provinces on this subject were 
contained in the 14th Regulation passed in 1793 and the 3rd Regulation 
of 1791 
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The Board were of ojHnion that the fundamental principle of this 
Eegulation, viz., that the Collector and his Officers should be liaWe to be 
prosecuted personally, for every exaction exceeding whast they were a«tho« 
rized to demand under the engagements of the Cabooleeutdars, might with 
equal advantage be extended to Benstfes. The CoHector would have tho 
engagements of the landholders and farmers in his possession, and, conse- 
quently, under the provisions made in these Regulations could never suffer 
from prosecutions, excepting in cases of wilful deviations from the Regula- 
tions, or premeditated exaction ; whilst, on the other hand, the landholders 
and farmers would be secured against every infHngexaest of their rights 
and property. 

With regard to the coercion to be tised by the Collector to enforce 
payment of arrears from the farmers and mocurrery lease holders, the 
Board deemed it advisable, until their tenures shoidd become a sufficient 
security for the discharge of deficiencies, that they, as well as their sure- 
ties should be liable to confinement for balances, in the same manner as 
the farmers and sureties in the Provinces. Bat it should be made a rule 
that whenever a person was taken into custody, be was to be conveyed to 
the public Jail of the Zillah, where he would be in the custody of Go vera - 
ment, and have an opportunity to appeal to the proper Court, should he 
deem himself unjustly confined. 

With respect to the proprietors of Jand, it was the opinion of the 
Board, on a variety of grounds, that it would be more advisable, as well as 
ultimately more agreeable to this class of people, that their persons should 
not be liable to confinement for arrears whilst they had property to make 
good the deficiencies. As their lands were improved, arrears would be 
less frequent ; at the same time that the tenure, under which it was pro- 
posed that they should hold their property, would render it daily a better 
security for the discharge of any balance. Whilst the landholders were 
subject to be continually degraded by their persons being liable to be 
seized by every native Collector, their situation must be deemed disreputable, 
and consequently the possession of land could never be considered as desi- 
rable. To whatever cause the ferocity which characterized the manner of 
many of the inhabitants of Benares was to be imputed, nothing could 
be more evident than that the correction of it must originate in a 
system of Government, which, by reducing the discretional exercise of au- 
thorities within prescribed limits, would remove the power of oppression ; 
and the distinction of characters between the Zemindars in Benares and 
those of the same caste in the neighbouring district of Behar, could be 
attributed to no other cause than that of the latter having been accustom* 
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ed to a more mild and regular Government than the former, and from a 
conviction that while they discharged the public revenue and conformed 
to the laws, there was no power in the country that could infkinge their 
rights or property, or oppress them with impunity. There conld be no 
doubt but that the same causes would produce similar effects in Benares. 
When the possession of land no longer subjected the proprietor to personal 
disgrace at the discretion of an Amil or native Collector, and when the 
land was known to be secure as long as the public dues were discharged, 
there could be little doubt but land would soon become the most desirable 
of all property, and that a considerable portion of the wealth possessed by 
the inhabitants of Benares, which now lay dead, or was lent to bankers 
who employed it in establishing a destructive influence over all money trans* 
actions, would be applied to the purchase and improvement of land. 

These condderations induced the Board to entertain great doubts of 
the necessity and expediency of making the Amils responsible for realiz* 
ing the revenue. The power over the persons and property of the land- 
lords, farmers and cultivators, which in such cases must necessarily be de- 
legated to them, would at once annihilate all security of property, and 
render the introduction of the judicial arrangements comparatively of 
little advantage. When the Revenue was fixed and the lands were decla- 
red the security for the discharge of it, there could be no necessity for any 
intermediate authority or responsibility between the Government and those 
from which it was collected. It was sufficient to appoint officers to collect 
the public dues, and it was conceived that the Amils, in their revenue ca- 
pacity, should be restricted to this duty, and subjected, in the same man- 
ner as the Collector, to prosecution for every deviation from the Regulations 
in the discharge of it The Board were of opinion likewise that it would 
be advisable to style them Tehseeldars, or native Collectors, as being an 
application more descriptive of their power and duties ; and considering 
the liberal allowance that would be made to them, the characters of the 
persons employed in these Offices, and that they would be divested of all 
responsibility for the payment of the Revenue, it was thought that they 
might with propriety be entrus ted with the decision of all Civil suits for 
money or personal property not exceeding one hundred rupees under the 
rules and restrictions prescribed in the 40th Regulation. 

With respect to the Courts of Dewanny Adawlut established in two 
Zillahs and in the City of Benares, their powers should be exactly the 
same as. those of the Zillah and City Courts in the Provinces, and it was 
conceived that the whole of the 3rd Regulation passed in 1793 might be 
extended to those Courts, with this modification that instead of the De- 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



234 MEASURES CONNECTED WITH THE 

wannj Grant being assumed as the period of limitation to claims, as in the 
14th Section, the cession of Benares to the Company should be substituted, 
and with a provision also barring any claims on the present Zemindar for 
Zemindarees by persons dispossessed previous to the expulsion of Cheyt 
Siog. 

With respect to the general rules for the trial of suits, those con- 
tained in the 4th Regulation passed in 1793, assimilated with any others 
in use in Benares, appeared to the Board in every respect calculated for the 
Courts. 

The rules for the Provincial Courts of Appeal contained in the 5th 
Regulation should also be adopted with any necessary modifications. 

The rules prescribed in the 6th Regulation for appealing from the 
Provincial Courts in the Provinces to the Sadder Adawlut should likewise 
be applied to that Court from the Provincial Court of Appeals in Benares. 

The Board likewise thought it essential to the success of the system 
that the 7th Regulation should be extended to Benares, as the Vakeels 
were appointed by the Sudder Dewanny Adawlut under public regulations 
and were not removable by the Judges. They would stand between their 
clients and the ministerial officers to whom the abuses of the powers of the 
Courts were in general to be ascribed. The Vakeels would be an equal 
check upon the Judges, as their knowledge of the laws would enable them 
to point out any deviation from the Regulations in the judgments of the 
Courts, and the nature of their official situations would prevent their being 
deterred from exposing it, whether it might proceed from error ch: other 
cause. To these advantages might be added the expedition with which 
suits would necessarily be decided, when pleaded by men well versed in the 
Regulations, which individuals never could be. To obviate any inconveni- 
ence that might arise upon the introduction of this Regulation, from per- 
sons being obliged to change the Vakeels now employed in their causes, all 
the established Vakeels, who now practised in the several Courts in Benares 
and were men of good character, should be admitted on the list of Pleaders, 
with any other persons qualified for the situation whom it might be thought 
advisable to add to the number, which should be such in each Court as to 
give the suitors ample choice, and to excite emulation amongst the Vakeels, 
by leaving those who did not exert themselves without employment. 

The Board also intimated that a Vakeel must be appointed in eadi 
Court on the part of Government, to whom a fixed salary would be allow* 
ed in addition to the fees, as in the Provinces. 
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As regards the Criminal authorities, the Board observed that the 
Magistrates of the City and the two Zillahs should have the same autho^ 
rity as was given to the Magistrates in the Provinces by the 9th Regula- 
tion, and the Court of Circuit should exercise the same powers and duties 
as the Courts of Circuit in the Provinces, with any alteration or additions 
that local circumstances might render advisable, and with a proviso that 
Brahmins would not be put to death for capital offences, but, in lieu of 
that punishment, be liable to transportation to the Andamans. 

With respect to the Police Regulations established in the Provinces 
as contained in the 22nd and 23rd Regulations, although no doubt was 
entertained but that, at some future time, this system of Police might be 
introduced into Benares as well as in Bengal, it appeared to the Board 
that it might be advisable for the present to leave the Police in the hands 
of the Tehseeldars, as suggested by the Resident. In the event of the 
removal of the Tehseeldars, which the Board conceived might be hereafter 
expedient, their allowances would probably pay the expense of the Police 
without a tax. 

Of other points which must be provided for by separate Regulations, 
the following were considered by the Board to be the most important. 

It might perhaps be advisable to extend to Benares the 10th and 
26ih Regulations regarding disqualified landholders. On this point how- 
ever the Board wished to be furnished with the opinion of the Resident. 

With respect to the 11th Regulation, the Board conceived it to be 
consistant with the existing laws and customs of Benares, in which case, it 
was desired to be extended to that Zemindaree. 

It was desired that the 12th and 13th Regulations respecting the Law 
and ministerial Officers should be likewise extended to Benares, for it 
was highly proper that both the Law and ministerial Officers should be 
amenable to the Courts for deviations from the Regulations. They should 
also have the protection of the law against groundless aspersions of their 
character. 

The Board thought it to be of much importance that the rates of 
interest should be clearly fixed. The 1 5th Regulation passed in 1793 
showed the rules regarding it in the Company's Provinces, and the Resi* 
dent was requested to alter or modify them according to the existing rules 
in Benares, with the addition of any other rules on the subject that might 
appear to him advisable. 
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The 17th Regulation was to be calculated to give the ptoprietortl 
and farmers of land a power to reali^ what was justly due from thelt 
ryots without obliging them to make application to a Court of Judicature, 
and at the same time it subjected them to punishment for the abuse of 
this authority. The Board conceived that similar rules might be substit/ut- 
ed with equal advantage in Benares^ for the undefined power now exer^ 
cised by the Zemindars and farmers in the collection of their rents (torn 
their ryots. 

The 18th Regulation should of course be esttended to Benares. 

It was obvious that the limitation of the revenue payable by the 
landholders would call for precautions against alienations of land free of 
rent, similar to those adopted in the Provinces* The rules for determining 
what grants of this description would be resumable^ and to whom the 
produce of them would belong, must of course be framed by the Resident 
agreeably to the existing customs of the Zemindaree, with such additions 
as from circumstances might appear advisabla The process for recover- 
ing the revenue from alienated lands should be similar to that laid down 
in the 19th Regulation passed in 1793, and a register of these grants and 
of intermediate resumptions should be formed, as prescribed in that Regu- 
lation. Without this Register the local authorities could never be appriz- 
ed of the number and extent of these grants, nor would it be practicable 
to preclude future alienations being made under forged or antedated deeds^ 
The Register must be renewed periodically, as, supposing a perfect register 
could be immediately formed, it would be of little use in a course of a 
few years from the changes which must take place* 

The 20th Regulation was directed to l)e extended to Benares, that 
such local or general regulations as the Judges might occasionally deem 
necessary might come before the Board in the proper form and with the 
opinions of the higher authorities for their consideration. 

The Board thought that the Canoongoes might be converted into 
native Registrars with their present allowances, and that they should 
form part of the Collector's establishment. Whilst the revenue was liable 
to frequent variation it was absolutely necessary that the ruling authority 
should have officers on the spot to keep accounts of the produce and to 
furnish information to the persons occasionally appointed to collect the 
revenues. The same necessity, under the oircumstancos of a fixed revenue, 
a recrular Code of Regulations embracing and defining every matter, in any 
respect, concerning the rights or property of the people, and Courts of Judi- 
cature for the administration of them, would not exist. An accurate regis- 
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ter of ihe lands and of the Jurama assessed on them would be sufficient 
for the collection of the revenue^ and all financial operations as to general 
or local customs, which had the force of law, would be included in the Code, 
and with regard co the usages of particular places or districts, the testimony 
of creditable inhabitants appeared far better evidence of them than the 
information of an individual liable to be uninformed or ignorant, or influx 
enced by corrupt or other motives. By nominating them Registrars to keep 
counterparts of all accounts and take care of the revenue records, their 
knowledge and former habits might be usefully applied. 

The Resident was desired to frame a rule regarding pensions adapt- 
ed to local circumstances, observing the principles lai(i down in the 24'th 
Regulation, that the right to declare what pensions were or were not pay- 
able was to be left to the discretion of Government, but that when the 
right was once determined, the Courts were to be empowered to compel the 
payment of them, if withheld by the Collector, or any other officer en- 
trusted with the discharge of them. 

The limitation of the jumma rendered it necessary that rules simi- 
lar to those prescribed in the 25th Regulation should be adopted for tiie 
division of lands. It might be expedient also to allow the union of the 
shares of the same estate, to prevent divisions becoming too numerous and 
minute. 

The Board observed that the regulations regarding the abolition of 
the internal duties in Benares should be re-enacted into a Regulation, in 
order that the abolition of these destructive impositions might form a part 
of the laws of the Zemindaree. Any of the provisions and precautions in 
the 27th Regulation applicable to the circumstances of the Zemindaree 
might be adopted. 

The 28th Regulation was directed to be extended to Benares, with 
ibe addition of any local rules now existing on the subject. 

It was stated that the 29th and SOth Regulations for the Provinces 
could have no relation to Benares. 

The 81st R^^lation oontained the rules regarding weavers and 
all persons concerned in the investment in Bengal. Such part of this Re- 
gulation as regards the conditions to which the manufacturers who received 
advances for the investment were bound to conform, would be unnecssary 
in Benares. The Commercial Resident had hitherto continued to provide 
goods for ibe Company upon the same footbg as private merchants, Con- 
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sidering the success which had attended his exertions, and satisfied that the 
mode in which he at present provided the investment was on the fairest 
principle and best calculated under local circumstances to enable him to 
extend the provision, the Board were of opinion that the Resident and his 
OflScers should be made amenable to the Courts of Judicature, in the same 
manner as Commercial Residents in the provinces^ but without establishinpr 
any of those rules in regard to the manufacturers, that had, from different 
causes, been gradually introduced into Bengal 

The terms of the Opium contract in Benares must be formed into 
a Regulation in the same manner as the conditions of the contracts in Ben- 
gal and Behar. 

As there were embankments, bridges and other works in Benares, 
which had been kept in repair at the Raja's expense, rules similar to those 
contained in the 33rd Regulation might perhaps be adopted with advantage. 

The 34fth Regulation related to the tax on intoxicating liquors and 
drugs. The produce of this tax in the Provinces, exclusive of Calcutta, 
amounted last year to about 4 lacs of rupees, and was rapidly increasing, 
the receipts of the past having exceeded those of the preceding year in the 
sum of 1,73,000 Rs. The Board wished the Resident to consider whether 
a similar tax should not be levied throughout the Zemindaree of Benares, as 
well as in the City in which its collection was authorized before. Exclusive 
of the increase of revenue, which might arise from the tax, the establish- 
ment of it throughout the country would contribute greatly to prevent in- 
toxication and all its consequent disorders. If the measure should appear 
to the Resident practicable, some of the rules contained in the 34th Regu- 
lation passed in 1793, and the 1st Regulation of 1794} might be adopted 
with advantage. 

The 35th Regulation passed in 1793 and 60th Regulation passed in 
1794 related to the Coinage. How far it would be advisable or practicable 
that the Coin current in the Provinces should also be made the currency 
of Benares, was a point on which the Board desired to have the Resident's 
full and explicit opinion, after a mature consideration of all the circumstan- 
ces which the suggestion involved. 

The Board conceived that the 36th Regulation for the registry of the 
deeds therein mentioned might be introduced with much advantage into 
Benares. Registrars to the Qty and the two Zillah Courts of Judicature 
should be the keepers of the Registers. 

The same reason that induced the Board to form a register of Al- 
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tumgah, Jagheer and other royal grants in the Provinces, were of course 
equally applicable to any such tenures that might exist in Benares. 

The 38th Regulation with the existing local rules on the subject, 
and the S9th Regulation were directed to be extended to Benares. 

The Board had before observed that the Tehseeldars might be en- 
trusted with Commissions to decide petty suits in their respective juris- 
dictions under the 40th Regulation. The parties should be allowed to 
plead in person, or by any Agent they might think proper to depute. An 
appeal should lie to the Zillah Courts, provided it be presented in one 
month, and the decisions so passed by the Tehseeldars should be transmit- 
ted to the Zillah Courts to be enforced. 

The 41st Regulation would of course be extended to Benares. 

All the rules regarding the collection of the customs in Benares 
were directed to be formed into a separate Regulation, in the same manner 
as the Regulations regarding the cutoms in Bengal. 

As the Invalid Regulation of 1789 was extended to Benares, and 
applications were frequently made for lands in that part of the country, 
the Board conceived that the 43rd Regulation also should be extended to 
the*Zemindaree. 

Provisions to the eflTect of the 44th Regulation, and the 7th Clause 
of the 4th Regulation passed in 1794 must also be made in Benares, with 
such alterations as might be adapted to local circumstances. A reference to 
the preamble of the first mentioned Regulation would show that without 
precautions taken to prevent the abuses therein specified, the security for 
the public revenue would gradually be diminished. 

It might be advisable that all sales of lands should be made by the 
Collector, who alone could apportion the Jumma, and possessed the infor- 
mation necessary for the security of the public dues. 

The provisions made by the 46th Regulation regarding paupers 
must ako be extended to Benares. 

The fixing of the rents and revenues of the lands at once pointed 
out the necessity of Government's having at all times in its possession a 
correct register of the lands, the names of the proprietors and farmers, and 
the amount of the revenue payable by each, and all changes in the proper- 
ty, as well for the security of the public revenue as to facilitate all finan- 
cial operations. The Register should be in English as in the Provinces, 
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that Government itself might be in possession of these important doctu 
ments, instead of leaving them to be kept in the countty languages by na- 
tives; counterparts however should be kept in the country languages. 
The Register must be renewed periodically, changes in property would in 
a few years render useless the most perfect register that could be formed 
at this or any given period. By the adoption of the rules prescribed with 
respect to this register in the Provinces, it would be renewed every five years, 
and with additional accuracy. By the simple mode of recording all inter- 
mediate changes in a separate register, every variation in property would 
always be traceable with facility and certainty at any future period, and 
the public revenue could never be lost by the numerous transfers and divi- 
sions of property that must necessarily take place in progress of time. 

The many instances of frays respecting disputed crops and boun* 
daries, recorded in the proceedings of the Resident^ evinced the ejq)edien<7 
of extending the 49th Regulation to Benares. 

The 50th Regulation was connected with the subject of tlie 10th. 

The 51st Regulation of 1798 and Ist Regulation of 1794 formed 
part of the rules regarding the tax on intoxicating liquors and dnigs, on 
the introduction of which into Benares the Board had already expressed 
their sentiments. 

In addition to the Regulations abovementioned,, the Resident was 
desired to frame into Regulations such other rules as might be in force in 
Benares, or which might appear to him advisable to adopt 

The Regulations on the several subjects above alluded to would be 
drafted by the Resident, in conformity to the rules prescribed in the 4l8t 
Regulation passed in 1793, excluding from them all rules regarding ac- 
counts and official details, which were liable to be daily altered at the dis- 
cretion of Government, and with which the people, and consequently the 
Courts of Judicature, could have no concern. The second section of the 41st 
Regulation passed in 1793 would explain what rules should be included in 
the Code. 

The Resident was requested to prepare ihe Regulations on all the 
different subjects, as early as might be practicable, as on the receipt of 
them the Board would make each Regulation a number in the general 
Code of Regulations for the internal Oovernment of the British territories 
in Bengal. 

By this means the constitution of the Provinces would be extended 
to Benares, at the same time that the existing laws and usages of that 2^min- 
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cUree would be preserved to the inhabitants, and with a oertainty of their 
enjoying the benefit of them. In future^ whatever Regulations might be 
proposed by the Courts in Benares, either local or general, would be sub* 
mitted to the Board, in the manner directed in the 20th Regulation passed 
in 1793, and in all Regulations that might originate with them, or any of 
the Courts in the Provinces, it would be expressly stated whether they 
were to extend to Benares or otherwise. 

The next point to be attended to was the expense. 

The Board proposed at present that the salaries of the Judges and 
the Collector and their respective European Officers should be the same as 
were annexed to similar stations in the Provinces. 

Provincial Court of Appeal and Court of Circuit. 

Ist Judge. ... 46,000 

2nd do., ... 40,000 

8rd do., ... 85,000 9 

Registrar, * 12^000 

Assistant, 4,800 

City Judge and the Judges of the two Zil- 

lahs, each 80.000, 90,000 

Registrar to each Court at 500, 18,000 

1 Vakeel for Government Provincial Court and 

Court of Circuit, 600 

1 ditto in each of the three subordinate Courts 

at 40 per month, 1,440 

Collector of Benares, 18,000 

Assistant, ^« 4,800 

Rupees 150 monthly would be allowed to the City and each of the 
Zllah Courts for a Court Room and to the Collector for a Cutcherry. 

The house of Madhodoss might be retained for the Provincial Court 
of Appeal and Court of Circuit, and for the personal residence of the Se«^ 
nior Judge and R^istrar of the Court. 

With regard to the native establishments for the Courts and tba 
Collector, the Resident was desired to suggest such as might appear to 
him proper, showing economy as far as might be consistent with the traai* 
action of the business. 

P 
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It was the iDteDtion of the Board to furnish the Senior Judge of 
the Provinpial Court of Appeal with a separate commission for the trans- 
action of any political or extra business that might occasionally occur. 

The Resident was requested to submit to the Board a statement of 
the whole expense of the proposed establishments, compared with the pre- 
sent expense of the Residency and the judicial charges defrayed by Qov- 
ernment, so that they might have before them the nett increase of expense 
that would be incurred, after deducting the sum that the Raja might agree 
to pay from the surplus collections in part of the charges. 

The Board had entered into the above details with a view to enable 
the Resident the better to give his sentiments at large on the several 
points to which they related ; and in addition to the subject above speci- 
fied, the Resident was desired to state what special Regulatioits it might be 
advisable to adopt with regard to the operation of the jurisdiction of the 
City Court over foreigners residing at Benares for religious purposes 
and also the rules which would be recommended to be enacted with respect 
to receiving complaints that might be preferred by the farmers or ryots 
of the Raja's Jagheer against his Officers, so that he might feel as little 
diminution as possible df the authority which he had hitherto exercised in 
the districts comprised in it, and at the same time that the people might 
not be wholly abandoned to the misconduct or rapacity of his Officers. 

The Resident was likewise requested to consider whether it would 
be preferable to have a Collector in each of the two Zillahs, or to divide 
the Zemindaree into three Zillahs, and to establish a Zillah Court and a 
Collector in each ; and he was also required to give his opinion as to the 
places at wbich the Zillah Courts should be stationed, supposing either two 
or three to be erected. 

In conclusion the Board expressed a hope that the Resident would 
devote as much of his time as circumstances might admit to the heavy 
task imposed upon him, in order that the arrangements might be as nearly 
accomplished as possible before Government were deprived of the benefits 
of his (Mr. Duncan's) assistance, which from general information they were 
induced to deem probable. 

The Resident, in reply to the above orders, assured the Board on the 
18th October 1794 that his best exertions would be applied to answer, as far 
as possible, the expectations therein expressed, and in the meantime pointed 
out that, after intimating to the Raja the sense which the Board enter- 
; -^incd of the liberality of his late conduct, he had had some means of ascer- 
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taibifag what would prove very agreeable to him as to the distribution 
,„.^, , ^ . and Permanent application of the surplus revenue 

With reference to above ^ ^^ * 

ilie Reiiideiii suggeftts jiro- referred to in the Board's letter ; and as there was 

posed arraugement with the 

Raja to fix the amount of bia everv reasou to believe that the an&ual surplus 
.hare of the BurpluB revenue, fr^^; the existing financial funds of the country, 
inclusive of the customs, could, after defraying all the charges of collection 
now disbursed from the Moolky Treasury, as well as the ttaja's share of 
the present Judicial Establishments and for the Hindoo College &c., never 
in any future year fall below one lac and forty thousand rupees, (though 
it might, and most probably would, exceed that sum, more especially witli 
the improvement proposed in respect to the tax on spirituous liquors,) if 
Government were pleased to allow one lac of this nett unappropriated 
surplus to the Raja, be would, there was every reason to think, thankfully 
acquiesce ; the remaining 40 or 50 thousand rupees, or whatever might 
prove the remaining surplus to be disposed of by Government for the 
erection of bridges, repairs of highways^ or other public works tending to 
the advantage of the Zemindaree. And there seemed this advantage in 
limiting the amount of the Raja's part of this surplus, with his own consent, 
to a lac of rupeeS) otherwise his annual income might become unreasonably 
large to the prejudice of the country, which must on the other hand be 
greatly benefited by the laying out such ultimate and growing surplus ou 
its improvement. 

It was intimated that there was little ot ho doubt that an agreement 
could immediately be concluded ou these terms with the Raja, but consi- 
dering that it was likely to prove in the nature of a final arrangement, the 
Resident rather wished first to submit this proposed outline of it to the 
coQsideration of the Governor General in Council, thatj if approved, it 
might be adopted and signed with the direct sanction and approbation of 
Government, or with such modifications as might be thought proper. 

The Government in reply entirely approved of the Raja g propor- 
tion of the annual surplus collections beipg fixed 
OoTe^u^^.'^ approved by ^^ ^^^ j^^ ^f ^^p^^^^ ^^j accordingly authorized 
the Resident to conclude an agreement to that efifect 
with the Raja as suggested by him. 

The Resident in continuation of his previous address proceeded, un- 
^ .^ , . . , , der date 20th October 1794, to offer such sugcres- 

ReBideDta viewi as to how ^® 

the new ayatcm should be tions on the Other parts of the Government orders 

as might lead to an ultimate adjustment of the new 

system, the object of which was evidently for the public good, and if duly 
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administered would no doubt prove in a short time eminently productive 
pf it in this part of the country, notwithstanding that, owing to the difference 
of local manners and habits, the introduction of the new Begulations might 
in some instances be attended with some degree of temporary difficulty. 

It was observed that the permanent settlement of the revenue had 
been made with as much advantage and under as solemn a sanction as 
coald be desired either by Government or its subjects, as set forth and de- 
clared in the draft of a Regulation enclosed, which, if the Board approved, 
might be made the first in this series of those for Benares, but till its con- 
tents, and particularly the notification as to the perpetuity of the Jumma 
ascertained by the existing Pottahs, should have been taken into considera- 
tion, the publication in question had not been formally issued, although its 
purport had already been pretty well known to the parties interested. 

The jumma of all the lands held under Qovemment Pottahs having 
been thus fixed and enforced under the assurances of permanency givea 
to them by the Board's orders, the Collector would only have to rex\ew, up- 
on similar principles, the original settlement of the few Pergunnsihs, (such 
as NirwuD, Cbownsa and Dhoos), where, from over assessment or other 
causes, the Pottahs originally issued had failed. 

The Resident was of opinion that considering the circumstances of 
the country, divided much more than either Bengal or Behar into minute 
portions and small estates, in proprietorship and occupancy of a martial 
race of men, all or most of whom had either as landlords or ryots derived 
their subsistence, time out of mind, from their several small tenures, fronx 
which it woald therefore prove the greatest hardship and difficulty to remove 
or expel them, it might seem that, as the funds for the public revenue 
were by experience found to be more than equal to the demands of Gov- 
ernment on the district, there was no necessity for proceeding, as in the 
lower Provinces, to the alienation of landed property by public sale, of 
those who might occasionally fall in arrear from bad seasons or other 
causes, which such small tenures were less able to bear the effects of than 
« , ,. a 1 r * in Bensfal, where the Zemindarees were much more 

Public Sales for arrears of ® * 

Revenue jiliould not be eu- extensive. Instead of this the Collector, (acting 
in all cases under the sanction of the Board of 
Revenue), might be directed to punish the parties thus failing, by dispos- 
session, and by lioldiug khds the lands of all such landholders as had for- 
feited or should hereafter forfeit, their permanent leases, until the proprie- 
tor should, from seeing their improved state to which they must soon attain 
under the fostering care of the Collector, offer and give security to pay 
\if, not only the bMhincc iucurfed btit the full future jumma, ns originally 
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assessed on the land in question at the period of the permanent settlement. 
This lenient mode would be more congenial to the habits and manners of 
this frontier district, and sufficiently answer the ends for which public sales 
had long been practiced in the Provinces. It was also apprehended that 
the last mentioned expedient would be found in this country to be in most 
instances ineflFectual from the want of buyers, who must be deterred from 
the resistance, which in most cases they would dread, and in many must 
certainly experience, from the despair, ignorance or violence of the dis- 
possessed landholders, and it would therefore be inapplicable to the customs 
and unnecessary to the exigencies of this district. It was submitted therefore 
that Government sales of the lands need not form a part of the system or 
at least should not operate as a general rule in the realization of the arrears 
of revenue, which under common good management, as above intimated, 
could never prove so great as to effect what the Company was entitled to 
receive from Benares. 

The relation of the Putteedars towards their principal brethern, the 
Relative pciUons of Put- Pot^^^ars of Government, was sufficiently explain- 
teedars and Pofctahdare. ed in the Board's letter, and it appeared that, as 

the general settlement stood already concluded without any application 
having been preferred for the appointment of managers, (excepting only in 
a single pergunnah of Kurrendeh, were many disputes had since ensued 
between the Putteedars and the said managers), no further alteration seemed 
requisite, since every dissatisfied Putteedar was of course at liberty to pro- 
secute, and many of them did accordingly prosecute in the Adawlut, the 
Pottahdars of Go\remment for their separate rights whereupon the success- 
ful parties might, if they chose, have their part of the joint estate divided 
to them on the principle laid down in the printed Regulations for Bengal 
and Behar. 

The observations made by Government relative to making a settle- 
ment with the head cultivators of the villages where there were no Ze- 
mindars were perfectly applicable throughout a great part of the residua- 
ry lands, which on the conclusion of the permanent settlement were left 

khas for want of proprietors, as well as for the en- 
Where no Zemindar, the 
Settlement to be made with tire, though small district of Ahrowrah, in which 

* ^**^"' the settlement made with farmers, (for the here- 

ditary Zemindar was cut off by Raja Bulwunt Sing), having failed, mea- 
sures had been taken by the Resident, before the receipt of the present or- 
ders, for the adoption of nearly the same plan which was now authorized 
by Government. 

In consequence of the insti-uctions contained in the Board's letter, 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



246 MEASURES CONNLTTED WITH THt 

tbe Resident bad issued a notification, allowing, under certain conditions, 

all Pottahholders under Government to pay their revenue directly to tlie 

Treasury of Benares, with the exception of the 
Ordinarily Pottaljdars '^J- -^ . , ^ i -i i )• • mi -r* • 

lowed to pay direct into Raja s Jagheerand Amildaree distncts. The Raja 

reasury. ^^^ j^j^ Officers were believed to be more alarms 

ed and objected the more strongly to this measure affecting his districts 
as they were conscious of having afforded greater cause than the Govern- 
ment's own Amils to this choice of separation. 

With regard to the Board's suggestions regarding creating two 

divisions for Courts of Judicature the Resident intimated that it would 

seem from the geographical situation of the two divisions indicated by the 

Board, as well as from the great difference in their relative value and 

population, that the separation of the district made by the Ganges was 

not the best adapted for the looal jurisdiction of the 

GeoRranhical limits of Courts of Justice ; and as it was apprehended that 
Courts jun^iction. ' ^ 

two such Courts would prove insufficient to hear 
and decide the numerous causes that must come before them, he there- 
fore submitted that, exclusive of the city of Benares, three Courts should 
be established at the towns of Mirzapore, Jounpore and Ghazeepoor to 
have jurisdiction as well over those towns as over a due proportion of the 
contiguous Pergunnahs, so as to divide, in the most convenient manner, 
-with regard to distance and contiguity, the 4 Circars between them, unlaws, 
(which would prove a considerable advantage), the 5 or Pergunnahs 
nearest on both sides of the river to the city of Benares were placed under 
its jurisdiction, which would render the whole more compact, as the inha- 
bitants in the vicinity of the city would experience much delay and be 
averse to resort to the seats of the other Adawluts, as well from habit, as 
from the remoteness of their situation. 

With respect to the realisation of the revenue and the appointment 
of Courts of Appeal noticed by the Board, the Resident had no further ob- 
servations to make than that, consistently with the lenient method pro* 
posed by him on the subject (viz. the temporary dispossession of parties in 
arrear, instead of proceeding as a general rule to the public sale of the 
landholder's estates), all the other provisions seemed sufficiently applica* 
ble to the situation of this country, inclusive of the appointment of a Court 
of Appeals and of the Zillah and City Courts, with only such modifica- 
tions as might occur in drawing out the formal Regulations for the future 
Judicial and Financial svstem of Benares. This 

Resident's views regard- i xi. i • "• r xl t> -j x -.-l 

Ing Courts of Appeal Mid was also the general opinion of the Resident with 
power* vl Ami\n, respect to the criminal jurisdiction and to tbe 
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Police of the Zemindaree, with, the exception that, as long as Amils were 
at all necessary foi- the collection of the revenue, perhaps, (considering. the 
long established pi'actice and the consequent l^bits of the natives), there 
might prove, at firat at least, more disadvantage than its contrary, in for- 
mally exonerating them from the little more than nominal responsibility 
in which they now stood towards Government for the revenue, the more 
especially since that degree of responsibility seemed' capable, by depriving 
them of all power of coercion further than what the tenor and spirit of' 
the printed Regulations admitted of, being so modified as only the more 
effectually to fix their attention to their duty, without permitting them to 
act oppressively towards those who paid the revenue. 

The Regulations regarding disqualified landliolders proposed by the 
Board might hereafter be introduced into Benares, though, under the mo- 
difications as to the general system now submitted there appeared no 
immediate occasion for them. The Resident wished it to be understood* 

relative to the general scope and tendency of what- 
Riiles r^gardiog disquak- , . . i . i 

fidd Undliolder might be ever deviations w^re suggested in this address from 

'^^^^ the general system wisely adopted in the Provin- 

ces, that the latter might be more beneficially introduced into the depart- 
ment of Finance by a gradual than by an- immediately full and entire 
adoption. 

There couJd-be no objection to the 11 th Regulation of 1783 as uo- 
Resident's renwrke regtrd- ticed in the Board's letter, supposing its operation 

log tiie sevenil Re^^iilations 

of Ui« Provinces |>ropos©d to not to be rctrospective. 

be exteuded to Beoarea. « 

The Resident was collecting information relative to the rates of iu- 
terest in Benares, on which a Regulation might be framed with great ad- 
vantage to the country at large, similar in tenor and spirit to those with- 
in the Provinces ; and the 17th Regulation^ seemed also well capable of 
a gradual introduction by rules to be adopted for this district. 

The 18th Regulation had been omitted to be inserted in the book 
tent up to- the Resident, but from its title and the table of contents, it 
teemed perfectly applicable to the system for the administration of justice, 
at did the 19th, for preventing undue alienations of land from the revenue, 
on which abuse some restrictions had already been put which might be re- 
ferred to and made part of the Regulation for Benares. 

The 20th Regulation required no remark, and as to the Canoongoes, 
whose situation was adverted to in the Board's letter, they might with- 
out any inconvenience be placed on the footing therein pointed out. 
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The Board's order with regard to pensions would be attended to, 
and the 25th Regulation relative to the division of lands might safely be 
adopted, and a similar one to the 27th, regarding abolition of the internal 
duties, drawn out as directed. 

The 28th Regulation was already in force, and would be drawn out 
as directed, as well as the terms of the opium contract, and the 2Srd, re- 
relative to embankments might very properly suggest good rules for simi- 
lar purposes in this district, and be thereapon formed into a Regulation as 
required. 

No material objection was at present seen to the introduction of th« 
tax on intoxicatiDg liquors, as it stood expressly excluded from the funds 
assigned to the Pottah-holders for the permanent settlement, excepting 
as regarded that department in the city of Benares, which having fallen 
into the Raja's hands he might prove very averse to part with it, and 
a former part of this letter would show that to obtain great concessions 
from him, the Resident had sometimes been obliged to yield to him in 
smaller points. 

The subject of the coinage in Benares required further considera- 
tion than what had been bestowed on it, although the subject was once 
before under the late Qovernor Qeneral's consideration, when sundry ob- 
jections were stated to reducing the Benares coin to the same standard as 
within the Provinces, the grounds of which would be referred to when 
a full and explicit opinion on the subject was submitted, as the Board's 
orders required. 

There could be no objection to the registry of deeds and of royal 
grants as noticed in the Board's letter and, as an experiment^ the Amils 
or Tehseeldars might be entrusted with the judicial authority suggested 
by the Board, the more safely, as the decisions they might pass were not 
to be enforced by themselves but by order of the European Judges of the 
superior Courts. 

The 41st regulation required no remark, and all the rules regarding 
the collection of the Customs would be formed into a seperate Regulation, 
though for this purpose it might be advantageous if the Resident were fur- 
nished with a copy of those for Bengal. At the same time it was stated 
that no material improvements were required in the existing system of 
those for Benares, which was considered to be the best arranged and well 
conducted department within the district 

There was already a set of Regulations for the Invalids in Benares 
all of whom wdte of the descdptiou r^erred to in the 23rd section of the 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



SKTTLBMENT OP THE PROVINCE OF BENARES. 249 

48rd R^fulation of 1798, and of course the subsequent part of the said 
Begulation seemed alone applicable to the present circumstances of these 
discharged Sepoys in Benares. 

On the grounds already assigned, the dispossession of landholders 
rather than the sale of their lands, might, at least for some time to come, 
be preferred in Benares. At the same time, as their existing engage* 
ments subjected them in such cases, (as reported in the letter of the Resi- 
dent, dated the 25th^November 1790), as well to the actual sale of their 
real property as of their effects, this extremity might be resorted to in such 
cases as the collector might report to the Board of Revenue to be indis- 
pensable, either by way of example, in cases of notorious bad conduct of 
the party in arrears, or where it might appear necessary for the future 
realization of the Government revenue, since, as already intimated, the 
small partial failures that were likely to occur in a district divided for 
the most part into such minute portions of ground, could not, probably, 
be expected to effect the ultimate annual demands of Qovernment, or the 
surplus revenue. 

The Zemindars would, it was believed, prefer a Betay, or contingent, 
to any money, or fixed, settlement with Government, more especially in those 
district usually denominated Betay ones, from crops principally produced in 
them depending chiefly on the character of the rainy season. 

It was observed that the 46th Regulation relative to Paupers was 
not to be found in the book transmitted to the Resident. To the proposed 
Register of lands noticed by the Board, there could be no objection, nor to 
the 49th Regulation. 

The Establishments proposed for the Provincial Court of Appeal and 
Court of Circuit required no remark, and till the Board should have deter- 
mined on the number of Courts to be instituted, and as to whether the 
City Court of Benares would be vested with any Mofossil jurisdiction, the 
exact state of the expense could not be made out It was stated that the 
present annual expense of the Residency and of the several Adawluts that 
were at the Company's charge, and the establishment of the two Moolky 
Courts as defrayed from the Moolky Treasury, amounted to about Rs. 27,000 
per annum. 

With regard to fixing the native officers' establishment of the Courts 
of Justice, the Resident before proceeding on it requested to be furnished 
with a copy of that for Patna. 

It did not appear that any special [Regulation was necessary to be 
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adopted with regard to the jurisdiction of the City Court over Foreigners 
residing in Benares for religious purposes^ since excepting the single case 
of independent Rajas and their immediate families and retinues, (such as 
came to sojourn for one or more months and not to reside at Benares), all 
other description of Hindoos resorting to it to settle as fixed inhabitants, (as 
was the case with many who came for the advantage of here ending their 
lives), should be, as they were now, subject to the same jurisdiction as the 
native inhabitants ; and as to those comprehended within the preceding 
exception, it might be provided that the Judge of the City Court should 
act with similar delicacy and precaution as the native Judge had hitherto 
observed, by apprizing the Senior Judge of the Court of Appeal, in his sepa- 
rate character of Resident, of any applications preferred to him tending 
disagreeably to affect such visitors of high rank and family, whereupon 
the Resident might in his discretion either authorize the cause to be pro- 
ceeded with, or, suspending its progress in the Court, accommodate it by 
his own interference, or if that should prove inadequate, report the case 
to Government and await instructions thereon. The same rule might also 
be observed in all civil cases with respect to the several branches of the 
Royal family now living at Benares, in respect to whom it was perhaps 
to be regretted that they ever came to it, not only because the chief branch 
of them under KuUxick Sultan Begum occupied the ground belonging- to a 
Shewalah, or temple, which was either the Raja's or private property, but 
because the late Prince, the Begum's husband, and, since his death, his part 
of the family, had assumed therein and in the adjoining Bazar, a kind of 
distinct jurisdiction, which could not but prove more or less obstructive of 
and prejudicial to the general Police, and therefore the Resident had dis- 
couraged to the best of his power the beginning and progress of a similar 
establishment attempted by the eldest son of the late Prince. 

As to the Regulations to* be observed with respect to receiving 
complaints that might be preferred by the farmers or ryots of the Raja's 
Jagheers, inclusive of his hereditary Zemindaree of Kuswar, in matters 
of revenue, it was thought that he might be readily brought to agree to 
their being cognizable by the Collector in the same ways as the Resident 
had hitherto been used occasionally two interfere and procure an adjustment 
of such cases either by reference to himself or his Officers ; and as to all 
matters of property, in land or otheiwise, it was imagined that he would 
have no serious objection to let the parties prosecute in the Adawlut 

The Resident had already delivered his opinion on the question as to 
the number of Zillahs and Courts, and as to the collectorship, it was 
thought that there were two reasons for not dividing it, at least for the pre- 
sent : 1st because the Raja, (who principally saw or felt any real diminu- 
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tioD of his power in regard to the revenue,) would he put to inconvenience 
and be in a great degree precluded from the personal exercise of the pri- 
vileges reserved to him of signing nil Pottahs and Farighkuttees were these 
issuable at any otli^T place than at the head Cutcheriy of Benares, and 
2ndly, because the greater part of the revenue was in fiict realized to Go- 
vernment through the channel of the bankers of this city, which practice 
could not be otherwise than gradually discontinued. 

It was intimated that the Regulations would be proceeded with 
as much despatch at the variety of the Resident's other daily avocations 
would permit him to do : as since his last return to Benares they had 
proved exceedingly numerous. 

On the 27th October 1 794 the Resident, with reference to Govern- 
ment Orders of the 20th instant, forwarded the 

A^eenient with tlie Rg'a 

of Benares regarding the as- original and translation of the Raja's agreement 

lientneDt to him of one lac , . . /• •. ^i . -xi i ^v > 

of R8. surplus revenue of the ^^^^^^ ^^^^ ^^ Conformity thereto with a hope that. 
Province. j^^ point of form as well as a substance, it might 

be honored with the approbation of Government. 

As to the form, it was observed that the Raja having been used to 
that of Sowals, the few which were presented, (none of which seemed in 
the least exceptionable), had been incorporated in the present Ikrarnamah 
with the exception of the first, in which he had expressed a hope that 
all the surplus revenue of Benares might be assigned to him, clearly un- 
derstanding at the same time, and having been satisfied, that the Resident's 
jawah or answer to that article was to limit his share therein to one lac of 
rupees as his concurrence had before been expressed in the matter. On 
the Resident's suggesting the present form of Agreement, he immediately 
and most freely executed and signed it at his own house, and came him- 
self, in company with his principal servant Deleep Singh, to deliver it and 
receive the counterpart passed in like manner under the seal and signa- 
ture of the Resident. 

It was intimated that at the delivery and interchange of these 
deeds there was also present Lalla Sookh Lai, through whom bad passed 
most of the Resident's communications with the Raja. The Resident there- 
fore recommended that Lalla Sookb Lai might be 
^^^ d(S^^'** * ■ervioti considered by Government as deserving of its just 
favor and protection for having uniformly given 
the Raja the best of advice on this and all other occasions as &r as 
depended on him. It was believed at the same time that the present ar- 
rangement was agreeable enough to all the other servants of the Raja, not 
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excepting Baboo Deleep Singh, who expressed as much to the Resident on , 
his taking leave after the execution of the deeds. 

There remained now only to decide as to the distribution of the 
surplus for the last two years, in regard to which 

Distribution of aurplna h^q -j^^g^ j^j^j Q^]y modestly intimated his wish that 
requinng to be settled. ** •^ ... 

he might be a partaker, without in the least pre* 

tending to fix the amount. 

The Resolutions passed by the Govemor-Qeneral in Council on the 
several points contained in the above address were 

Resolutions of Qoverment , /. „ m 

on the above letter. tO the following effect : — 

That a Regulation as suggested by the Resident be drafted and published 
in the manner prescribed in the ilst Regulation passed iu 1793. 

That for the reasons assigned by the Resident, the Regulation for the sale 
of lands of defaulting proprietors be not made the general rule for enforcing pay- 
ment of the revenue as in Bengal, but that, in lieu of it, the Resident be directed 
to frame a Regulation authorizing the Collector with the sanction of the Board 
of Revenue to dispossess the defaulting land-holders of the management of their 
lands, and to hold the lands khas, until the proprietors shall pay or give satis- 
factory security for discharging the balance incurred, and the full future jumma 
as originally assessed at the permanent settlement. That a Clause however be 
inserted in the Regulation reserving to Government the option of letting the 
lands on lease either for a term or in perpetuity to any person whom they may 
think proper in the event of the dispossessed proprietor refusing to resume the 
management of his lands under the conditions proposed* 

That under the explanation afforded by Mehndee Ally Khan and the 
Resident, as to the relative situation of the Putteedars with respect to their 
principal brethem who are the Pottahdars of Government, it seemed unnecessary 
and unadvisable to carry into execution the proposition made by the Board in 
regard to the appointment of managers. That when the disputes between the 
Putteedars and their managers, as in the single case of the Pergunnah of Kur- 
renda specified by the Resident, were of a nature to admit of no accom- 
modation and to impede the {realizing of the revenue, a manager might be 
temporarily appointed, whilst the litigating parties prosecuted their claims in the 
Courts of Adawlut, but then only in cases of necessity, as it seemed better to pro- 
mote and support as far as could be done, the system of internal management 
with respect to the Putteedars now in force, on the principle of preserving union 
amongst the different connections of large families, referring occasional and indi- 
vidual claims to the Courts of Adawlut. 

That the proposition to make the settlement wiUi the head cuitiyaion 
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where there were no ZemindaiB appearing perfectly applicable to the lands in 
question, h be confirmed^ but the Besideut be careful to define clearly in the Re- 
gulation the tenns on which the settlement diould be formed. 

That the proposition to allow Pottah-holders to pay their Eeveiroe direct 
to the Treasury be confirmed, with the exception suggested by the Resident with 
regard to the Raja's Jagheer« 

That upon the grounds stated by the Resident, four Courts be established 
for the administration of Justice in the first instance, one at the City of Benares, 
one at Mirzapoor, one at Jounpoor and one at Ghazeepoor, and that the Resident be 
directed to fix such limits for their local jurisdiction as might appear to him ad- 
visable. ' 

That the suggestions regarding the realization of the Revenue and the 
Courts of Appeal be confirmed, under the prescribed exception with regard to the 
sale of lands, and with a further qualification in regard to empoweriug the Col- 
lector, in cases in which it may appear to him advisable, to keep a defaulting 
renter under restraint at his own Cutcherry for a period of ten days, but that if 
he did not discharge the arrears by the expiration of that period that he be 
transferred to the public JaiL 

That tbe modifications suggested by the Resident with regard to the pow- 
ers to be exercised by the Civil and Criminal Courts be adopted. 

That upon the grounds stated by the Resident, the introduction of the 
R^ulations regarding disqualified land-holders be suspended. 

That the lltb, 12th, and 13th Regulations be extended to Benares, but 
without giving a retrospective operation to the former. 

That the introduction of the 15th Regulation regarding Interest be sus- 
pended until the receipt of the Resident's promised information on the subject. 

That the Resident prepare a Regulation adapting the rules in the 17th 
Eegaktion to the local circumstances of the Zemindaree. 

That the 8th Regulation be adopted in Benares and that the Resident 
be furnished with a copy of it, and that the 19 th Regulation with the necessary 
modifications be also extended to the Zemindaree. 

That the instructions regarding Canoongoes, the division of lands, abolition 
of internal duties, terms of the opium contract and embankments be confirmed. 

That a tax on intoxicating liquors and drugs be established in the conn- 
try, but, as the control of this branch of the revenue in the City is so immedi- 
ately connected with the Police, the Resident be informed that the Governor Gene- 
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ral in Counctl was anxious it should be vested with the Officers of the Governlnent, 
under any modification or acooramodation that might reconcile the Kaja to part with 
it, such as giving up the whole of the nett receipts to the Kaja, or such part of 
them as might remain unappropriated after applying a specific sum towards de- 
fraying the expense of the Police, or under such other mode of adjustment as 
might appear advisable. 

That the consideration of the subject of the coinage be postponed until 
the receipt of the Kesideut^s proiui:ied opinion respecting it. 

That the Resident's recommendation regarding Registry of Deeds and 
Royal Grants and the investing of A mils and Tehseeldars with Judicial powerci 
be confirmed. 

That the Resident bo furnished with a copy of the Custom House Re- 
gulations in Bengal. 

That the Rules in the 38rd Section of the 4JJrd Rrgulation regarding In- 
valids be framed into a Regulation applicable to the existing grants, and that the 
new Regulations now in force in the Provinces be extended to Benares with any 
modifications that might be necessary in the event of any further grants being 
made to Invalids in that Zemindaree. 

That the suggestions regarding treatment of defaulting landholders be 
approved and that he be directed to make the necessary provisions in the Regu- 
lations for the collection of the revenue. 

That a copy of the 46th Regulation (relative to Paupers) be transmitted 
to the H^ident, and that it be adopted in Benares, with the 48th and 49th Regu- 
lations (Registry of lands and prevention of boundary affrays) and modified ac- 
cording to the local circumstances of the Zemindaree. 

That the Resident be furnished with copies of establishments required 
by him and that the establishment recommended by him for the Colleotorship 
bo approved. 

That neither the Royal family nor occasional residents be allowed to ex- 
ercise any authority over any persons in the Province or City of Benares not being 
their own immediate servants, and that it be made a part of the instructions to 
the Senior Judge in his capacity of Resident to explain this rule to them, and 
that they and their followers must hold themselves amenable to the established 
Jurisdictions for any violation of the laws of the Country. The Governor Gene- 
ral in Council however thinks it proper to record that it is not his intention that 
this rule shall be indiscriminately and rigorously enforced, but that the Senior 
Judge should bo allowed a discretiuuary {>ower of dispensing with it in cases iu 
which, from the rank and ciroum^tauces of the parties, the application of it 
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wcftM he obviously objectionable. In luch instances he sliottld of course be 
required to act with suitable delicacy and caution, particularly adverting to the 
oonduot observed by his predecessor on similar occasions and waiting for the 
orders oC Qovemment in all cases of doubt. 

That the Resident be directed to frame a regulation containing such 
special rules as may appear to him advisable to be observed in recehring and 
trying the suits alluded to in this paragraph. 

That for the reasons assigned by the Resident there be only one CoDeo- 
tor for the Zemindaree. 

That the suggestions with regard to the appealed causes be adopted, and 
that the necessary instructions be issued to the Judges upon the establishment 
of the Courts. 

The Resident reported to Government on the 15th October 1794 
Pei^tmnahAgoreeBtirhur. ^^^t Raja Adil Shah, the Zemindar of Pergunnah 
R^iKn '^ "ro^\oa BurhurAgoree, (whose situation was explained in 
ipproved hy GoTemment. the Resident's address of the 16th February 1788 
and in the orders thereon issued by Oovernment, and also in the Resident's 
letters of the 26th April 1789 and 2oth November 1790), having died on 
the 30th of the past month, it became a matter of consideration how to 
dispose of the district he had held under Board's orders of the 11th April 
1788. The Raja had left a large family of relations and it seemed a desir- 
able object to devise some provision for them ; with which view the Resi- 
dent had applied to know whether Raja Mehipnarain would be pleased to 
admit of the late Adil Shah's adopted son and heir succeeding and continu- 
ing to hold the Pergunnah on terms of its present permanent settlement as 
to the Jumma payable from it The Raja had agreed to this and it was 
supposed that the Governor-General in Council would have no objection 
nnce the Boards's Regulation of the 11th April 1788 was made in reference 
to the present Raja of Benares' rights iinder tlie settlement made with him 
in 1781, which could not be considered as suffering any infringement, whilst 
the permanency of this Agoree Burhur family in their ancient hereditary pos- 
session was agreed to by the only person who could set up a claim against it. 

Nor would the continuance of this family otherwise materially af- 
fect the system of the collections, for they had been, since the permanent 
settlement, only the collectors of the funds ascertained by the Pottahs then 
issued to the several villages. 

On the 7th of November 1794, the Resident was informed that the 
Amagemeni approved. Govemor-General in Council eDtirely approved the 
above suggestions respecting the Zemindaree of the late Adil Shah. 
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The Qovemment^ obserred with much satisfaction the ready aoqtnes* 
BatMaciion ezpresaed at cence of the Baja in the Board's recommendatioii 
Atl'i^"r:X^^ with regard to the AbkareeMehal, and, inconai. 

to Sookhkl being rewarded, deration of the Services of Sookh Lai, aathorixed 
the Resident to grant him an allowance equivalent to what he had hitherto 
enjoyed from the collections of that MehaL 

On the 12th February 1795, the Resident issued the following in- 
stmcUons to the Ameens appointed to see Pottahs granted to the Ryots :-— 

Inasmuch as by sundry and repeated orders issued to Amils and Ca* 
Instniotiona to Ameena noongoes H had been required of the Zemindars and 
regarding Pottahs. farmers to issue Bil Mukta Pottahs, (that is, with the 

Mai and Abwab included), to their Ryots for the Nukdee or ready money part <rf 
the rent payable to them from the lands of which the Jumma had been perma- 
nently settled between them and Government, and declaratory of the mode and 
amount of the Betay, where the said rent was estimated according to the produoei 
whether in equal proportion, or in that of 7 to 9 or 6 to 2 or of 2 to 1, or subject 
to whatever local Zabetana would be found to prevail, whilst the Amils had been 
directed to issue similar Pottahs in those parts of the Pergunnah that continued 
Amanee ; and there being reason to believe that the Pottahs thus enjoined to be 
granted had not yet been issued in due and sufficient manner : — ^Ameens had 
therefore been appointed to cause Pottahs to be issued anew throughout all the 
extent of their Ameenships, and it ^as incumbent on them that in conformity to 
the requsitions in this Perwannah they should, believing themselves to be in the 
sight and under the observance of the Almighty, with the utmost fidelity cause 
the Zemindars and farmers in the Mushukhusee, or settled Mouzahs or villages, 
to issue Pottahs to the Bjots and cultivators, in conformity to the draft herewith 
transmitted, (the Amils would do the same in the Amanee villages) in such man- 
ner as that in the Mushukhusee Mouzahs, the rates of payment according to the 
two last years might stand clearly specified in the Pottahs of every Ryot and cul- 
tivator, as for as regards the Nukdee part thereof; and that an equally exact 
specification of the modes of the Betay, (». e. whether the proportions were to be 
equal or with what variations), were to be contained in the Pottahs for the cultiva- 
tion where the Ryot's payments were estimated according to the produce. In 
the event of the proper rates to be thus Inserted in the Pottahs being any when 
disputed between the Armls or Malgoozars on the one part and the Ryots on the 
other, such disputed rates were to be regulated and adjusted on the Ameen's own 
opinion, (since the Ameens were finally responsible for the due execution of the 
trust reposed on them), formed on refSorenoe to the accounts of the Pntwarees, and 
with the assistance of the Canoongoes, by this rule, tiiat in view to the present 
condition of the ground and the cost of the cultivation, the same Bihnukta Rya 
or rate, inclusive of Mai and Abwab, was to be fixed on account of such ground 
as a cultivator of the same caste would have been assessed at and had to pay fbr 
it in the Fuslee year 1187. 
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ftirf. Proceeding in this manner Ameens were, wherever, they, found 
tlie mode of Mootry to be now observed, to continue it ; having ever in>view the 
further extension and prevalence of this mode as far as would be consistent 
with the good will of the contracting parties. 

3rd: Id Pottahs issued for rent, exclusiveof the mod^ of Mootry, the 
nuiaber and description of the Beegahs, (that is, whether they were according to * 
the measurement of three Dera Ilahee, or to the Pergunnah measured Beegah, or 
te the Dherawut or estimated) Bfeegah), were to be specified togethtt with the- 
Bilmukta Rye or total rate of assessment on each of such Beegahs, (which would 
tf course preelude the necessity of superadding to such rate the Kusrat or dif- 
ference of Rye on account of the diflferenee in the several measoremeats), since the 
Malgoozars and Ryots must, iu view to the greater op less extent of the several. 
Beegahs, whether of three Dera Ilahee or of Pergunnah measurement or of 
Dherawut or estimate,- with the- assistonce ctf' the opinions of the Canoongoea 
and the Ameens' approbation, fix at once the Bilmukta Rye in one sum in.pro-^ 
portion to the extent of the Beegah from each of these differences. 

4th. In the event of any of the Putteedara being desirous of obtain- 
ing Pottahs for the extent of their cultivation the Ameens were to cause the 
Pottahdars to< grant them accordingly in conformity to the principles above 
stated; but if such Putteedars would not apply to them for Pottahs, the Ameens 
were not to interfere but to let themi continue tapay as they had hitherto in 
•onjunction with the Pottahdars. 

6th. The Pottahs that were now tabe granted by the Malgoozars in. 
the Mushukbusee lands were to be issued with the Ameen's knowledge and privi- 
ty signed by the grantors and under the attestations of the Canoongoes; but 
in respect to the Pottahs issued by the Amils for the villages that were Amanee 
these must have to them the Ameen'^ attestations as well as those of the Ca- 
noongoea as witnesses; because in future the Amils neither had; nor were to 
possess any authority in respect to augmenting or diminishing the Oovernmant's 
Mutal, their duties and offices beingjimited to the realization of the settled re- 
venue and the preservation of the peace in and throughout their respective 
limits, and the execution of such ordbraas should from time to time be address « 
•d to them. 

« 

6tL The £eyl or specified detail annexed to the formx)f Pottah here- 
with transmitted ta the Ameens contained so fuU^an enumeration of the differ- 
ent mode of Ryotty payments, whether of Mootry, Nukdee,.Hur-kowlaMd Betay, 
and Purtee and Khal and Jungle Ac., that one or other of them must be found 
H^plicable to the situation of each of the cultivators,^ concerning which the 
Ameens were therefore to observe that the Pottahs of those Ryots who oulti?a- 
ted only in the Mootry mode were to have the particulars of their rent annex- 
ed to their Pottidi only under that single head| and for the instances of such 

Q 
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ryots as cultivated not only in the Mootry, but also in the Nukdee and Betay 
modes, the general draft enclosed comprehended also and pointed out how the 
Zeyl of their Pottahs were to be subjoined ; and as the draft of the Zeyl in the 
general form enclosed contained, under every description of cultivation, the dis- 
tinct specification of the kind of Beegah (t. e. whether of three Dera llahee, or 
of Pergunnah measurement, or of Dherawut), this precaution had been observed 
because, as all these three kinds of Boegahs were now introduced and more or 
less in use in the Province, it might be left to the good will of the Malgoozars 
and Ryots to adopt in their engagements whichsoever of the three kinds of Bee- 
gahs they might prefer ; such kind or description being specified in the Pottah, 
but it was evident, and needed hardly be pointed out to the Ameens, that they were 
only to specify one sort of measurement as annexed to each Beegah, and not all 
the three, but only the one among them which should be fixed upon by the par- 
ties, but they were to let no Pottahs be issued without specification of the Beegah. 

7th, If in carrying this Regulation into execution any diflBculty oc- 
curred or that they would not properly understand every part thereof, thej were 
in such cases to represent the circumstances and receive thereon the order of 
Government, considering that without application to the Resident they were in 
no wise to deviate from the rules herein laid down. 

Sth. Although the draft of the Pottah herewith sent to the Ameens 
were both in Persian and Hindovee, yet the Pottahs that were to be issued by 
the Malgoozars and Amils were to be only in Hindovee. 

9^. The Ameens were not to interfere in respect to the ground 
which was in Indigo cultivation by or in behalf of English gentlemen, as they 
must have previously settled the rates of cultivation due thereon ; wherefore if 
any one would apply to them for the purpose, they were to report the same to 
the Resident and await his answer. 

A Pottah of engagement and stipulation in the name of 
according to the Zeyl, without Abwab, and simply the rent for the entire year of 
the cultivatiou shall be taken Biliuukta or in one rate, and exclusive of that 
' neither a Daam or Dherm shall be taken. 
Nukdee.' 
Mootry-12 Beegahs, either of 3 Derah Bhuwalee or Betay (by 3 Derah I- 
llahee or Pergunnah B|pgahs or Dhe- lahee measurement, or Pergunnah mea- 
rawut, i. e. estimated Beegahs, at 3 Rs. surement or Dherawut.) 
2 Annas per Beegah 37-8. 
Koyraur due, 
1 3 Beegahs (whether of 3 Dera llahee According to the kunkoot or appraise- 
or Pergunnah measurement or Dhera- ment half and half, or 9 to 7, or 5 to 
^^t ) 2, or 2 to 1 , according to the local usage, 

and the assessment thereon to be ac- 
cording to the current market price. 
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Sugar-Cane 10 Beegahs Purtee and Khal and Jungle land 

at 5 Rs. 1 Anna per Beegah, 50 10 according to the good will of the par- 



ties. 



Tobacco, 2 Beegahs at 
6 Rs. per Beegah, ... 12 

Moolee, or Vegetables, 
1 Beegah at 2 Rs. 1 As. 

per Beegah, 2 10 



64 11 

And where from the change in the 
cultivation a new Pottah 

Tr^tteh"^ shall become necessary, a 
new Pottah shall accord- 
ing to the 2 last years, be granted 
with the privity of the Canoongoes 
according to the Shimabundy of the 
Pergunnah and I shall certainly not 
object to give a Pottah. 
Eurhowla, 

12 Beegahs (of either the Derah Ilahee 
or of Pergunnah measurement or of 
Dherawut) at different rates, 

\8t. 2 Beegahs® 3 lis. 

2nd, 3 Beegahs® 1 ^2 

Zrd, 3 Beegahs® 1 4 

ith. 2 Beegahs® I 

5<A. 1 Beegah ©12 

^ih 4 Beegahs® 12 



The Resident reported on the 19th February 1795 with reference 
to the Government orders of the 6th Instant that he had applied to the 
Raja to ascertain the advantage derived by Lala Sookh Lai from the 
Abkarree Mehal of the city of Benares, and Hiat the Raja intimated to 
have been 1700 Rupees per annum which was enclosed. 

With this amount Lala Sookh Lai was perfectly satisfied, but he was 
very desirous that the fund for its payment should 
proposed reward to Lala Reassigned on land rather than be left payable 
from the Treasury, and with this view he had 
solicited to have bestowed on him in Jagheer the village of Pally, one of 
the villages which remained Amanee in the account of the Mureeahoo 
settlement which accompanied the Resident's letter of the 25th November 
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1790, and agreeded to take it at the valuation of the highest jumma there- 
in fixed, viz. 2,200 Rs., and to pay the difference or 8ur|C>lus of Rs. 500 an- 
nually to Government. 

In view to these circumstances and to the services which Lala Sookh 
Lai has certainly very cheerfully and zealously rendered, and was desirous 
of containing to render to the utmost of his power to Government, it was 
hoped that the Board would be pleased to authorize the grant to him of a 
Jagheer Sunnud for the village of Pally in the Pergunnah of Mureeahoo, 
liable to the payment of the above mentioned reserved rent. 

The Resident reported with reference to Government orders of the 
7th November last that the actual surplus of the collections for 1200 and 
1201 Fuslee still remaining in the Treasury, after disbursing to a consider- 
able amount for the cultivation and other heads, amounted to Rs. 2,37,125- 
10-9. The orders in question directed that after applying a part of tiiis 
surplus to rendering sufficiently spacious and durable the Jails in this 
district, the remainder might be paid to the Raja. Subsequently the Board 

^ , ^. ^ had agreed to apply as much more of the said sur- 

On© Lac Sicca Rupees as- ° rt- j 

•igoed to Raja out of aur- plus as might1)e necessary to build a bndge over 

to^^coMmlctoi from'^Uie ^^^ Burna rivulet, as, after all, there would remain 
remaining balance. ^ sufficient surplus to satisfy the Raja. These in- 

structions were given under the idea that the bridge over the Burna would 
not cost at the utmost above 80,000 Rupees, nor the proper enlargement of 
the Jails, including the intended erection of two new ones at Mirzapore and 
Ghazeepore, to above 70,000 more. This, (taking the present surplus at 
2,50,000, a sum that it would not fall short of), would admit of a lac of 
rupees being paid to the Raja, who would be perfectly satisfied therewith, 
as was certified by the annexed translation of his letter to the Resident 
on the subject It was therefore hoped that the Board would be pleased, 
in compliance with the Raja's request to authorize the Resident's making to 
him this payment in full of all demands up to the end of 1 201 Fuslee. As 
to the lac per annum which he was to receive from the beginning of the 
current year, the Resident^ad settled that it would be paid to him from 
the Moolky Treasury in two equal instalments at the end ofevery six months 
respectively. 

Translation of letter from Raja Mehipnarain to the Resident at 
Benares dated and received on the 19th February 1795. 

Ab I have learnt from the report of Lala Sookh Lai that the expenses of 
the Jails and of the Bridge across the Burna cannot all at onoe be ascertained, 
1 do therefore, ftx>m my wish that all my concemB may be terminated while you 
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are here, agree that, on my receiving out of the surplus in the Treasury oa 
aooount of the years 1200 and 1201, a Lac of Benares Sicca Rupees, the over- 
plos or residue be applied to the expenses in question. 

On the 27th February 1795 the Resident issued the following GrcQ- 
lar to the Ameens who had been deputed to issue Pottahs to the Ryots:—- 

As at the period of the settlement concluded in the Fuslee year 1197, 

the articles of Abkaree and Ghur Dewary were kept 

Ameens to furnish ac- altogether distinct from the Mai, and the collection 
eounta of Abkaree and Ghur , - . , i * ., , 

Dewary. thereof committed as Amanee to the Amils who have 

not perhaps paid into Government all that they have 
realized on these accounts, you are therefore directed, for the ascertainment of 
this point and in view also to the future arranagements that are to take place in 
regard to the two articles in question, (which throughout all the four Circars ap« 
pertain solely to Government), to exert yourself to the utmost to make up and 
deliver in a statement of the collections made, under these heads, either by Ze- 
mindars, Farmers or Amils, since the ^riod of the settlement and thereon to trans* 
mit a figured report thereof 

On the 2nd March 1795 the Resident forwarded to Government the 
Draft of Regulation V of 1795, containing rules for the conduct of the 
Collector of Benares, founded on those in the printed Regulation II of 1793 
for the Provinces, with only such variations as evidently resulted from the 
local circumstances of this District, of which the Board were so well aware 
that there was no need to enter into any "explanatory details concerning 
them further than as regarded the contents of 

UdS^^^^^tt^******* ^ ^' section XXXV concerning cases of Durya-shekusty, 
which required in this part of the country, were 
the Zemindars were for the most pvrt so inconsiderable, to be more parti- 
cularly attended to, as in one or more seasons a proprietor, whose estate 
was situated on the Ganges, might without fault on his part have such, 
proportion of it carried away by the river as to render him an object of 
relief in respect to the Jumma payable from the remaining part of it ; and 
although such instances were undoubtedly rare yet as they had occurred 
daring the charge of the Resident it seemed but equitable to make some 
eventual provision in respect to them. 

The Resident also reported to Government that the printed Regu- 
lation number XL for the Provinces appeared to 
IWt ReguUtion XXXI ^j,^ ^ ^ell adopted for introduction into this Dis- 

oi 1795 submitted. \ , . ' ., i • 

trict, that he had caused it to be tranecnbed and 
retnmed with little variation in the draft herewith submitted and numbered 
XXXI of 1796. 
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The limitation of the sum or value of causes which this Regulation 
rendered cognizable by the native Commissioners to fifty Rupees, appeared 
to the Resident to be high enough, without extending it to double that 
amount, as suggested in the Government instructions of the 19th Septem- 
ber last, more especially as the proposed number of City and Zillah Adaw- 
luts had since been increased from three to four. Neither did it seem to 
the Resideut that this judicial authority should be solely entrusted to the 
Tehseeldars, as intimated in the orders above quoted, but left to be com- 
mitted, as the present Regulation suggested, partly to them and partly to 
the other persons therein referred to, at the discretion of the Judges under 
the approbation of the Sudder Dewany Adawlut, for the unavoidable degree 
of influence they would still enjoy from their offices of collectors, joined to 
that which they must possess as in local charge of the Police, must be such 
as to require no addition ; and were they also to be constituted exclusively 
the commissioners for petty Civil Suits within their limits, their power would 
probably become greater than it was the object and scope of the present 
views of Government to confine it within. 

Under the modifications that had been thus suggested in conse- 
quence of the receipt and perusal of the Regulation which was the imme- 
diate subject of the present address, the last or 21st Section of the draft 
already transmitted of Regulation VII, of 1795 would be unnecessary, and 
the Resident had accordingly struck it out of his office copy as the XVII 
Regulation therein referred to would bear relation only to the Police. 

The following Circular Perwannah was issued on the 1 8th March 
1795 to the Ameens who were deputed to cause Pottahs to be given to the 
Ryots: — 

Whereas the several A mils. Zemindars and farmers did at the period of 
the permanent settlement in 1197 become responsible to Government for the 
preservation of the peace in their respective districts and for the apprehension 
of all robbers and thieves together with the property robbed or stolen, and as 
to enable them duly to discbarge and conform to this part of their engagements, 
it was necessary that the lands and allowances assigned to the Passis, Pehrees, 
Gorehtes and all other description of watchmen be not resumed by the Pottah- 
dars and appropriated without the sanction of the Government to any other purpo- 
ses than the maintenance of the said persons ; the Ameens were therefore to 
prepare and deliver in an account attested by the Ca- 
Ameens to furnish fuU noongoe's signatures of the said lands and allowances 

narticulars regarding lands . ^ xi. x in 

»ud aUowances assigned by or other receipts that were held under every separate 
Zameendars £or Cbowkec p^^^j^ ^j^^^^^ ^„^ f^^ ^^^^ ^iU^^ included under 

such several Pottahs in the Mushukhusee lands, and 
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ill like manner for every village in the Amanee or Cutcha lands, together with the 
number of Passis, Pehrees, and Gorehtes thence maintained previous to the set- 
tlement of 1197 and the number and names of those that were now maintained 
from such lands and allowances ; and the Ameens were to send in a separate 
account of all resumptions of such grounds or ready money allowances or dues 
whether payable from the Zemindars or Farmers, Ryots or Tradesmen and shop- 
keepers to the several description of watchmen aforesaid which might have been 
resumed since the end of Cheyt Singh's Government in 1188 Fuslee or 17SI. 

The Resident submitted for the consideration of Government on 
the 18th March 1795 the Regulation XVII of 1795, 

Draft of Regulation XVII ® 

of 1795 submitted, with re* taken principally from the Regulation XXII of 
^^^ ' 1793 for the Provinces, with such alterations as be- 

came necessary in consequence of the intention of leaving the local charge 
of the Police in the hands of the Tehseeldars, in conformity to the in- 
structions conveyed in the Board's letter of the 19th September last. 

As further elucidatory of the several Provisions and Clauses that 

were introduced in this proposed Code, in addition to or diflferent from the 

printed Regulation above referred to, copies * of 

* Not available. i o ' r 

the Resident's Circular Perwannah to the Amils, of 
the 27th March 1789 referred to in the preamble to the present Regulation 
and of the establishment for the greater security of the trade to the Mart 
of Mirzapoor were enclosed ; besides which in another copy * annexed 

would be found in the settlement of the separate 

Not prmtdd. *^ 

allowance to the Amil of Sheopoor for the distinct 
establishment of Chowkeedars that were kept up at Secrole, concerning which 
it might be left to the European Magistrate of the City Court to disburse 
the said amount through the same channels as heretofore, or either wholly 
or in part to resume, and himself to draw the amount from the Moolky 
Treasury, to pay other watchmen whom he might think preferable to enter- 
tain for the local service in question. 

The Resident submitted also the copy of the Perwannah (above 
given) recently issued by him, with a view -of procuring a regular statement 
of the former and present allowances made by the Pottahdars to the watch- 
men and all other description of persons employed under them, either wholly 
or partially in the Police, which when collected would constitute materials 
for a Regulation on that head, the more effectually to ensure due execution 
of all the functions and duties that the present one prescribed. 

An account of the manner in which was conducted the present svs- 
Vide appendix I. 



tern of Police within the city of Benares was trans- 
mitted, which might not only prove useful to the 
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European Magistrate who was to be appointed, on his first entering on 
-charge, but would show whenoe seme of the Clauses in the latter part of the 
proposed draft of the preseat Regulation had been taken. 

On this part of the sul^ject, it might be here noticed that in the 
year 1790 a few Beegahs of ground were separated from the Jumma and 
appropriated for public necessaries, with a view of promoting the salubri* 
ty of this large and p<?pulou8 city, and it was then intended in concurrence 
with the Native Magistrate to have proceeded with some other improve- 
mefets in this respect, but it was found that tlie inhabitants were so invinci^ 
bly bent on adheriog te their old practices, however prejudicial to their own 
healths as well as to the general cleanliness of the place, that the Resi- 
dent was lain to desist from the design he had entertained of cleansing 
the streets and removing other nuisances in a more effectnal manner than 
what now seemed practicable to obtain their acquiescence in, notwithstand- 
ing that all the expense and additional charges of the measures intended 
to be adopted were meant to be defrayed not by them, as they weU enough 
knew, but by Qovernment; insomuch, that the Resident was of opinion 
that all innovations even for evident advantage «hould be very cautiously 
attempted as &r as they might affect the various classes and sects that 
inhabited this local centre of the Hindoo faith, the more especially as al- 
though its votaries were the more numerous, there were still Mohammedans 
•enough to raise objections against what would be pleasing to the former. 

One great lauisance to the Hindoos had however been removed, by 
^causing the shambles that were within the city to be fixed in the suburbs, 
and another improvement in the Police had arisen from a similar arrange- 
ment in respect to the Kulwar houses, or liquor shops, the trifling expense 
-attending which, inclusive of that of cutting a large water course to drain 
off a considerable part <^ the stagnant waters in the city, would, it was 
trusted, be approved of by Qovernment 

The Resident enclosed to the Qovernment, on the 21st March 1795, 
the draft of Regulation XX taken from the printed Regulation XLV for 
the Provinces for disposing of lands pursuant to decrees of the Courts of 
Justice, with one additional section in reference to the more mixed and 
complicated state of the tenures in this part of the country. 

The draft of Regulation XXVI of 1795 taken from R^[ulation XXV 

Dnit iif JtflgQktioofl IX of 1793 for the Provioces, for the division and uni- 

•ndXXViof l795,forwMde<L ^^ ^f f^^i^ paying revenue to Government, was 

forwarded to QovernmieDt by ike Resident on Uie S2nd March 1795. 
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The foIlowiDg orders were issued to the Ameens, on the 28th March 
1795 for their gmdance : — 

In many cases the collectionB are greatly impeded by want of system on 
Imtructiont to Ameeas to the part of the Ameeus lately deputed to give Pottahs 
^'T^^^Z.'^^^ to *>»« Ryot"' inasmuch as some of them, taking up 
Ryots and Putwareet. their abode in one spot, summon all the Ryots and 

Putwarees of the Pergunnah to attend them, and this at a critical period of the 
iroUectioBS and when the whole remaining part of the revenue has to be realized 
in the Mofussil during the two mouths. This conduct of the Ameens must oper- 
ate as a check on the realization of the revenue. Wherefore the Ameens are now 
ordered by a Circular Perwannah to go on regularly settling and visiting in person 
each village separately, and when they have finished the business of one to pro- 
ceed to another. The work would thus be completed with a greater degree of 
accuracy, at the same time that no impediment would arise in the collections. 

The following orders were communicated by Qovernment in reply to 
the Resident's letter of the 18th Instant 

That the Governor Gb&eral in Council entirely approved of the 
Resident's having appointed Ameens to ascertain the present state and 
value of the Aoaanee lands and of his charging the expense in the ac« 
counts. 

With respect to the Ameens deputed to cause Pottahs to be issued 
Oovennnent orders dated to the Ryots, difficulties similar to those stated in 
^^^J"Z irL^'^d^ ^^^ Resident's letter were experienced in enforcing 
pated to^ve Pottahs the Regulations regarding Pottahs in Bengal. In 

many places the ryots objected io receive the Pottahs tendered to them, and 
from the variation in the rates in the different Pergunnahs and districts, nnd 
other local circumstances, disputes were occasioned, where both the proprie- 
tor aod the cultivator of the lands were before satisfied with the rates of 
assessment that had been mutually agreed upon between them. The Rules 
contained in the 3rd Section of the 4th Regulation of 1794 were according- 
ly passed. Under those rules and the other provisions contained in the 
other sections of that Regulation, where any dispute arises between a pro- 
pnetor or a farmer of land and a ryot regarding the rates of the Pottahs, 
the latter, by application to the Court of Judicature, can always obtain a 
Pottab at the ancient and established rates of the district. Where no such 
dispute subsists, the interference of the laws or of Government becomes un- 
neoeesaiy. From these considerations, and as the variations in the rates 
IB the dilTerent districts and in the quality of the land might render it ex* 
tremely di|Sqult for the At^eens to fix t^e rates and the tern^ of the Fottah 
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to the satisfaction of both parties, and as there might be considerable dano-er 
of their often favoring one or the other of them, the Governor General in 
Council conceived it would be advisable to withdraw the Ameens, and to 
insert in the second Regulation of 1794, rules similar to those contained in 
the abovementioned Regulation for the Provinces, the operation of which 
must gradually lead to the defining and fixing the rates to be paid for land 
iu the different districts and villages where any dispute might subsist res- 
pecting them, without incurring the inconveniences liable to arise from at- 
tempting to effect this object at once by the deputation of Ameens. 

The Resident was authorized to charge in the accounts whatever 
sums might be expended on account of the^e Ameens to the time of their 
being withdrawn. 

The Resident reported on the 6th July 1795 that he had immediate- 
The above orders complied ^ recalled the Pottah Ameens on the receipt of the 
with at once. Government orders and signified to them that their 

allowances would be paid to them only up to date. 

It was intimated on the 29th July 1795 that the Governor General 
in Council had resolved that the Regulations of 

New system of adminis- ->,^ « ,. ^^ . 

trations to commence with 1795, for extendmg to Benares the system of in- 
next eeyear. terior administration established in Bengal, should 

take place from the commencement of the ensuing Fuslee year, by which 
time the Judges and Officers might be expected to arrive at their stations 
and be ready to enter upon business. 

The public business was to be conducted until the end of the cur- 
rent Fuslee year as heretofore under the Regulations established during 
Mr. Duncan's residency. 

On the 6th August 1795, the Resident with reference to the instruc- 
tions of Government of the 19th September 1794, and considering how 
much the fixing, and more especially the reducing of the rates of interest 
by authority in this part of the country would affect all classes^of the coun- 
try and how avei*se they were to innovation, submitted to Government all 
the information that he had been able to collect on the subject. 

The 1st enclosure contained some account of the rates usually 
Resident's report regard- taken at the time in Benares, whence they appear- 
ing rates of Interest. gj ^ yuvl in loans of money from bankers from 3 

to 12 per cent per annum ; but at the same time there was one mode prac- 
tised in the city of Benares in loans from the bankers to the poorer classes 
and known under the name of Hocmdee or Oogahee, where the premium 
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exceeded 40 per cent, per annum, and yet it was imagined that it would be 
unsafe or at least very inconvenient to prohibit it, since it was probable that 
both borrowers and lenders found their accommodation therein, and that 
this seemingly enormous profit was only in proportion to the risk attending 
the distribution of such minute advances of money which were stated never 
to exceed the sum of 1 00 Rs. in any one instance. 

The paper above, referred to contained also the rates of the interest 
on pledges ; which according to the nature of the article pledged, as per- 
ishable or otherwise, were stated to run from 13 to 18 per cent per annum. 

The contents of the second and third enclosures exhibited, the for- 
mer a general and the latter a particular account of the rates of interest on 
loans, pletlges and mortgages in the Mofussil part of the Benares Zemin- 
daree, whence, on money, they appeared in general to run from J 2 to about 
37 per cent per annum, though for the greater part they might probably 
be taken at 2 or 2J per cent, since it was only from the more indigent 
classes of the community who borrowed in small sums that the higher rates 
of interest were exacted by the money dealers in consideration of the great- 
er risk of its recovery. 

It was observed that mortgages were in this country of two kinds, 
the first called Bhogbhunduk, where the property was made over into the 
possession of the mortgagee, and the second Disth or Dishtbhunduk, where 
it was not so transferre 1, but was only rendered responsible for the debt. 
In the first kind of loans or in those on Bhogbhunduk, if the subject 
mortgaged were an orchard, (which was in this district very often held ex- 
empt from revenue), its produce in fruits was generally considered as a full 
. equivalent for interest and the property was redeemable whenever the 
principal was liquidated, and the same mode was sometimes practised in 
respect to the mortgage of lands subject to revenue, where the mortgagee, 
after discharging the dues of Government, retained the surplus produce in 
lieu of his interest, or, (more particularly in hilly parts of the district to- 
wards Agoree Burhur and its vicinity), the borrowing proprietor of lands 
assessed to the revenue, let out a portion of his estate to his creditor at 
such an under rate as aflforded a surplus equal to the interest ; or finally, 
if the subject thus mortgaged in Bhogbhunduk were Kishnarpun or other 
free or charity land, the annual income of which was for the most part 
disproportionately beyond any claimable interest, the Bhogbhunduk mort- 
gagee continued only in possession till his receipts from the gross produce 
had efifected the liquidation of the principal and premium. 

The 3rd enclosure, (contmiDg the reports on this subject from the 
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Canoongoes of the several PergUQDalis), showed also that the premium on 
seed advanced to the ryots was aDQually from 50 to 23 per cent, Tknown 
under the names of Derkee and Sewaee), on the original quantity advan- 
ced to them. 

The existing premiums exacted by sureties for the revenue, (where 
any such premium was taken), were stated in the 3rd enclosure to have 
been about 2 per cent, in the Mofussil, though those who chose to pay in the 
mode called Huzoory (as explained in Regulation II of 17^^) ^^re obliged 
from the superior responsibility of the securities that were taken from them 
to pay from 3 to 4 per cent. It was trusted that this information, and a refer- 
ence to the particulars of it in the enclosures, might enable Government 
to decide whether any and what regulations were necessary on this subject 
at the time. The Resident was of opinion that no material advantage 
could result from establishing any immediate rules on a subject already so 
well understood by the natives of this district ; unless it might be thought 
requisite in a Commercial point of view to attempt to reduce the rates 
that had from a long time obtained here to a level with those that were now 
sanctioned within the Provinces, but whether this attempt would, for some 
time, succeed was thought to be much more doubtful than that it would be 
eluded by a variety of artifices. 

The following were the principal rates of Interest as current in the 
city of Becares. 

1st. Between Shroffs who have Kooties or Houses, or the running loans 
they make to each other, the interest runs from 4 to 6 annas for month per cent. ; 
if the parties be verj principal and creditable persons, or otherwise the cur- 
rent or ordinary rate of interest or loans from Bankers to Bankers is 8 annas per 
cent, or 6 per cent, per Annum. 

2nd, The interest which Shroffs or Bankers take on loans to Merchants, 
Traders and Jewellers are, if the borrowers be of the first credit, 8 annas per 
cent per mensem. 

And if of the second, ... — ... 13 ans. per cent. Do. 
And if of the third 16 ans. per cent Do. 

Zrd. Upon pledges of property from natives of Guzerat and the Mah* 
rattas, the Shro£& have various rates of interest as hereunder specified. 

Upon the pledge of uncoined gold to the value of 1 Re. 2 ans. they 
advance 1 Rupee, thus reserving a surplus of one eight as their security and 
charge interest at the rate of 8 ans. per month. 

Upon the pledge.of uncoined silver ta the value of ld& Rs, they will 
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advance 100 Rupees, thus reserving one fourth of surplus as their seoaritj, and 
charge interest @ 10 ans. per cent, per month. 

Upon the pledge of Jewels to the value of 150 Rs. they will advance 100 
Re. thereby reserving a surplus half as their security, and on this they charge 
interest at the rate of one per cent, per month. Upon the pledge of Cloth they 
will advance only half of its value and ciiarge interest at the rate of 1 Rupee 8 
ans. per month or 13 per cent, per Annum. 

Upon the pledge of Ashruffies or Gold Mohurs in Coin, they charge an in- 
terest of 4 annas per month or 3 per cent, per annum. 

Upon the pledge of the Copper Coin called Pysa or Pice they charge 
interest at the rate of 6 armas per month or 4} per cent, per annum. 

Upon the pledge or mortgage of buildlugs in the mode of Dishtbhun- 
duk from I Rupee to 2 Rupees. 

Upon the same in the mode of Bhogbunduk, the rent of the house or 
the possession of it for the mortgagee's own use and occupancy. 

Rate at which interest, is paid by the A mils on Dakhillas, 2 per cent, for 
interest, and abo various higher rates according to the urgency. 

H Do. for Bhuray. 

Rates on the loans made in the way called Hoondee and which is also 
known under the term of Oogahee, that is, were the Muhajun or Banker's 
Runner prooeediug with money in a bag leads it out to the commonalty on 
Kists, and the interest herein taken is at the rate of 4^ per cent, per annum 
which is transacted in thid way. If for instance the party borrowing takes 10 
Rs. of interest, he engages to pay back 12 Rs. and 8 annas. At the rate of 1 
Rupee per month ; and in like manner if the borrower takes 20 Rs. he engages 
to repay 25 Rs at the rate of 2 Rs. per month till both be liquidated, and thus 
in lilce proportion and mode for any sum not exceeding 100 Rs.. since this kind 
of dealing does not go beyond that, and those who borrow in this way are, 

Telees or Oil Sellers. 
Eoonjeras or Gram Sellers, 
Koonbees or Cultivators. 
ZurgoTB or Gold smiths. 
Doms or very low Caste. 
Kosaubs or Butchers. 
Khuteek or Dealers in Fruit. 
Bhatyara or Lm-keepera. 
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Tumbowlees or Beetle Sellers. 
Nedaaf or Cotton Cleaners. 
MuUas or Boat men. 
Hema feroshes or Wood Sellers. 
Kahars or Bearers. 
Kuhvars or Liquor Sellers. 
Dobees or Washermen, 
Hejaums or Barbers. 
Chamars or Low Caste. 
A beers or Herdsmen. 
Kbrandees or Joiners. 
Kwjrees, a caste of Ryots. 
Smiths, Shoemakers <&c. 



Particnlars as to interest in the Mofussil or Country part of the District 

of Benares. 



In the same manner as the Hoondee or Oogahee mode of lending money 
has been described as practised in the City of Benares, so does it also exist in 
the Mofussil. The common i*ate of interest in the Mofussil on small loans to 
the poorer class of Ryots is called Adhannee or J an anna per month per Rupee 
or Sfj per cent, per month. But if the borrower be a pei'son of substance, in pro- 
portion to the idea of his means and credit, he will obtain money on loan at from 
2 J to 2 and even to 1 J and 1 per cent, per month. There are also various other 
rates of interest which are regulated by the good will of the parties, as for in- 
stance if the money be advanced to a dealer iu horses or elephants, the interest 
on the loan may run from 2 to 5 per Cent, per month, in consideration of the 
risk the lender runs of losing his principal, if the animals, in the purchase of 
which the money is invested, should die before they are brought to market. 

Besides all theac modes, there is a kind of interest or premium taken on 
grain seed advanced to the ryots, as for instance. Rice seed is thus supplied by 
the Grain holders to the cultivators in the month of Assar and when the crop 
is ready in Koar and Kartic or Au<j:hun, (an interval of 5 or G months), the len- 
der receives a maund and a half of the produce for the Maund of seed advanced, 
which is called Dehree, and the same premium is in like manner taken on wheat 
and barley seed supplied for the rubby crop. 

But in several places where the ryots are substantial, Grain is thus lent 
on the terms of Sewaee i. e. to receive back 5 for 4 maunds originally supplied. 
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The Resident transmitted to Government on the 9th August 1795 
an account of tho receipts and disbursements of the surplus funds in the 
Moolky Treasury for 1200 Fuslee, and observed that there were none of the 
disbursements from this surplus but what had re- 
Receipts and DisbuTBc. ceived either the Board's direct approval, or been 

ments of Moolky Treasury * '^ 

surplus funds for 1200 Fus- passed in former years' accounts, except the 4,000 
Rs. allowed to be disbursed thereof towards the 
cultivation of Chownsa and Dhoos on the grounds noticed in the Resi- 
dent's letter of the 22nd of July 1794, which might be considered as vir- 
tually sanctioned by the contents of the Board's letter of the 19th of Sep- 
tember following ; and the sum of 75 Rs. paid to an Invalid Sepoy as an 
indemnification to him for being, owing to various circumstances, kept a 
long time out of his lands. 

It was added that of the balance or surplus which the acting Resi- 
dent had inserted, from his believing that it would be realized immediately, 
the sum of Rs. 4,129-0-1 had not yet been recovered for the following 
reasons. 

let InthePergunnah ofMujhwarthe sum of Rs. 3,043-15-9 remain- 
ed due from Chunderbaun the Amil, whom Mr. Treves dismissed for 
misconduct, and who had even more than that due to him from the 
Zemindars and others in the Pergunnah, but since his dismissal they had 
evaded to liquidate it. The Amil offered to pay it up immediately should 
he be restored, and to enter into a justification of his conduct, provided 
that on his being proved innocent of the offence laid to his charge, he 
might be reinstated, on which the recovery of this balance depended, and 
perhaps the Board might think it had better be relinquished as it did not 
affect the Company's settled revenue, and as Chunderbaun's reappointment 
to that Pergunnah after having been dismissed might be liable to several 
objections. 

2nd. The other item, Rs. 485-1-3, depended on a disputed balance in 
Lohta between Baboo Juggut Singh and the present collector, which was 
under enquiry, and one or the other of them might, on the termination 
of the investigation, be made to pay it. 

It was intimated that the present Moolky Treasury balance for 
1199 Fuslee being Rs. 4,352-8-9 had been wholly paid into the Company's 
Treasury, whence, with the residue of the other similar though larger sur- 
plus up to the end of 1201, it would be appropriated towards the building of 
the bridge over the Burna. 
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The Resident also submitted the account of receipts and disburse^ 
. . ments of the surplus fund of the Moolky Treasury 

Ditto for 1201 Fualee. ^ , «^, ^^ , . , , , . , 

for 1 201 Fuslee, accom pained by the account of the 
further advances made from this part of the funds to Mhendee All Khan 
for the cultivation of the Pergunnahs of Cbownsa and Dboos. 

The Rs. 2.362^-6 charged by the Khan in this account, for the 
apprehension of the persons therein referred to, having happened in pur- 
suance of the Resident's instructions for guarding the Ghazeepoor Circar 
from the thjre iteneJ depredations of som) thiev 'S and robbers that had 
come in and threatened to return into it from the Vizier's contiguous di&* 
trict of Azimghur, and as the Khan exerted himself very muefa on this 
occasion, the Resident was sure that Qovemment would make no obj^tioa 
to this temporary expense. 

On the 10th August 1795, the Resident submitted to Government 
the Moolky Treasury account for the Fuslee year 

foM20i plaST'^ **^""'* ^^®^» ^"^ observed that the entries on the Debtor 
side might be easily understood on the principles of 
the general settlement as explained in his letter of the 25th Novem- 
ber 1790. 

The entries on the Credit side would prove equally satisiactory, as 
there were hardly any charges, except such as had been usually made either 
for the settled expenses or for the smaller varying contingencies that bad 
hitherto been annually left to the discretion af the Resident. 

There was nothing also that required remark in the Custom. House 
Accounts. 

As regards the particulars of the balance of the General Moolky 
Treasury account the following obeervations were submitted. 

lat The 1,200 Rs. for additional Mohurrirs for the business of the 
Dewanny Dufter and the ailowauce to the Cazee of Puchoter had this, 
year been defrayed from the surplus revenue. 

2n<L The further expense incurred for the cultivation of Chownsa 
and Dhoos had been defrayed from the surplus funds of 1200 Fuslee and 
would be found entirely sanctionable by Qovemment 

The Resident had allowed to Phelwan Singh on a principle of ren^ 
dering equal justice to him with the other Amils, vdiat fae had hitherto^ 
been short allowed in the Dehyek on the settlement of his Talooka, whiclk 
served also to balance his accounts with Government, 
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The sum of Rs. 14,039-1-6 was claimed from Mehndee Ali Khan, 
on account of additional revenue arising from the surplus funds of the 
Pergnnnah of Shadeeabad> (of which he was the Amil), in consequence of 
the expiration of his five years' Pottah and Cabooleeut, the term of which 
ended with the Fuslee year 1200> and the Resident had hitherto objected 
payment on the ground of the renewal of his Pottah, which he obtained 
from the acting Resident for six years longer, or up to the end of 1196 ; 
hut as it was understood that this renewal had been granted to him prin* 
cipally under a misconception of the terms of a former engorgement which 
Mr. Duncan had entered into with the said Khan, relative to' cultivating 
the waste lands, as explained in the letter of the Resident dated 2nd Oc« 
iober 1789, and as admitting this Pottah to operate would have tended to 
disgust the other Amils, who had all equally been obliged to account for 
the surplus jfunds realizable from the expiration of the said quinquennial 
engagements, Mehndee Ali Khan had been prevailed on to waive his pre- 
tensions to the extention of the Pottah beyond the 1st year of it, and he 
had accordingly already paid in the full amount of the said surplus for the 
current year 1202; so that in consideration of this acquiescence on his 
part and of his having also been put to some additional expense, for which 
he had not been fully indemnified in the course of his late employment at 
Sekunderpoor, it was recommended that the Board should dispense with 
his payment of the sum in reference to 1201. 

The Resident with reference to the orders of Government, dated 7th 

* • November 1794, furnished the following summarv 
ISth Aaguit 17f 0. ^ 

of what had been done in consequence since his 
address of the 20th October. 

The division of the surplus revenue and the Raja's reserved rights 
as to his signature had been settled, as expressed 
pt^tt^a^"* "** * ^ ^^ ^^ Resident's letter of the 27th October and in 
the Raja's agreement, conformably to which he 
had already received from the surplus t/l the current year the additional 
he thereby stipulated, besides the oth^ lac for bis part of those of former 
years. 

The amoant of the rents payable by the proprietors and farmers of 
the lands (as far as either could be found) had been settled in such a man- 
ner for the lives of the parties as to admit of the Board's declaring the set- 
tlement perpetual whenever the Regulation I, of 1796 should be published. 
V7ith this view wherever the Resident suspected or had been informed of 
hardship existing in the assessmenU (which had only extended to a very 

R 
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few places), suitable remissions had been admitted, 

mSl^lftopJttS!iT°'^°*" *^^ ^"* ^^ ^^^ number of about 700 Pottahs which 
had become now eflfective since the period of 
the settlement in 1790 A. D., 386 had since been re-estabUshed in the names 
and on behalf of those who originally held them, thereby adding greatly 
to-the confidence of the people and to the permanence of the general set- 
tlement, and, in lieu of the greater part of the remaining number, 271 new 
Pottahs had been issued in favor of other inhabitants on such terms as 
left no ground for suspicion of hardship on them, or of injustice to the 
public ; and on the whole, only 84r Pottahs of those originally issued in 
1790 required now to be restored or renewed, and the settlement was other- 
wise materially improved since that period, not only from the stability the 
far greater part of it had acquired by a permanency of six years' standing, 
but because about one half of the lands left Amanee at the conclusion of 
the bundobust had since been rendered Mushakhusee or settled with their 
proper Zemindars or farmers, for which a series of new Pottahs, (not includ- 
ed in the above enumeration), had of course been issued. 

In respect to the amount of the total annual revenue as referred to 
in the Board's letter of the 19th of September last, it was stated that at 
the time of the receipt of those instructions it was no longer at the discre- 
tion of the Resident to introduce any material alterations therein, since 
these could only extend to the Amanee lands, but 

Revenue would proTe sa- ^jjg rental, such as it was, would, it was imagined, 
tiafaotoiy. , 

answer, and prove equal to all the views of Gov- 
ernment, and was probably as much, if not more than was ever so regutar- 
ly and with such facility realized from this Province, and from the begin- 
ning of the ensuing Fuslee year, the Abkaree would prove a still increas- 
ing source of income, the advantages of which the Hon'ble Company were 
now alone to receive, since the Raja had limited all his claims to the addi- 
tional lac of rupees per annum, that was already much more than provided 
for from the surplus land revenue. 

The Resident noticed that, except in the two instances, viz. the Amar 

nee lands of Chownsa and Murreahoo, (for with respect to Ahrowra, the for^ 

mer farmers had been for the greater part reinstated) he had not had occasioii 

to proceed on the principle recommended in the Board's letter of the 19th 

of September for letting out clusters of villages in one £arm, and even in 

those instances the right was reserved to the Zemindars under Regulation I, 

of 1795 to regain possession whenever they thought 

Panns at fired rente in pep- fi^; ^q prosecute for it, a privilege that was adapted 

^v^I "° 229 *^ general notions in this district, wherein, to give 

a farmer an undeterminable lease to the prejudice 
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of the owners of the soil, would, (notwithstanding their declining for the 
time being to enter themselves into engagements), be deemed a harsh and 
ungracious measure. 

The permission of Government to allow all Zemindars and farmers 
(under the exceptions expressed in Regulation II 
hoJ'SSi'^d^ugTl' of 1796). to become Huzoory waa published in the 
month of October, and parties paying a Jum- 
ma of Rs. 3,36,032-7-3, (being little beyond a twelfth proportion of the 
Mofussil Jumma), had this year availed themselves thereof, a suflScient 
proot perhaps, that there was no great degree of severity used by these 
Amils in the collections, at the same time that there could not be a more 
appropriate check against it than what arose out of the operation of the 
Humiliation in question. 

As regards the Board's observations contained in their instructions 
of the 19th September, it was observed that land had already become in 
Benares a most desirable property,^ if it might be judged from the degree 
of avidity, not unfrequently degenerating into violence, that was now made 
by the parties to acquire it, insomuch that the excess of this desire might 
be averred to be at the time by far the principal if not the only serious 
evil existing in this part of the country. On this head several of the na- 
tives, judging from the itamediate effects, did not hesitate in intimating 
their doubts of the expediency of that policy which had restored the great 

Prosperity of landholder. ^^^ ^^ ^^^ landholders and rendered them already 
comparatively rich and affluent, insomuch that it 
was a common saying that those Zemindars, who seven years ago had 
scarcely the means of a precarious subsistence, had now many of them 
horses in their stable and more money than they ought to require to 
spend, which was supposed, especially by the Amils, to render them im- 
patient of control, at the same time that it furnished them with the 
means of resistance, to root out which was said to have been one of 
Raja Bulwunt Singh's chief motives for the general level to which he re- 
duced theut But although it was thought not improper thus to let the 
Board know the sentiments of some of the natives here on the effects of 
the Regulations, the Resident was not apprehensive that they would ever 
involve any consequences seriously to be regretted, or that would not be 
much more than countervailed by the general comfort they were so evi- 
dently calculated to diffuse,— the more especially as the Judicial Regula- 
tions and the institution of the new Courts were well calculated to repress 
such licentiousness, and a few examples of well adapted severity would be 
all that could be desired to convince any of the wilder classes of the land- 
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lidders tbaH Govmnment eouU «ad .would bbeok thehr iasoleooe and ipr#- 
"pensitjr io tuitraleocn, and eafarce ike general mibmmieii to the regvlar 
rules of just Governmeut. 

Thfe Rerfdent bafl •already given it as bis opinkyn, {wUdi ^as be- 
lieved to have been approved bj Qoverninent,) <l)at as long as the Amils 
^w^re 'at aU neoessaiy, they had (better be held responsible for the due rea- 
lisation ^ kite ascertatned funds committed to their 
^^^ charge, in quality of Tehseeldar Neshaodar «8 de- 

<A«red in Section KX7II Regulation II of 1795» and as to sty ting tbem Teh^ 
«eeldaie instead <^ Amfis, the latter name would probably long predomi- 
vi^ among tbe peopfo end in their districts, twb«te?er was to be their 
^cial ^esig&aitien. 

The Canoongoes would naturally fall under and make part of the 
<!olle<^r'« establishment, and Mieir funetions were new aimost limited by 
•the du^s pointed omt in the Board^s Older ; and they were besides so ma- 
tteiially useful for carrying oa the vano.us details of the eoUeotione, as well 
«8 in the quality of amicable aibitrators and umpivss in many instaaceB 
that never reached any regular C!oart, and in the capacity of witnesses 
in suits rekitive to the Zemindaree rights of euitoiB 
Ditto of CMiooiigoe.. ^ ^^ Adawkt,that their assistance in att these 

4epaitment8 ceuM not be soon dispensed with. But a graat improm- 
«ketft might be made in the present system by instruettng the Collector 
to select out of tk» pvesent numerous body of retainers to this depart- 
ttetft only two Ofllcers (who miigbt be then called Native Pergunnah Re- 
^strsni), and to reduce fl/tl tbe ethers; an operation that would bowever 
occasion mudh opposition by )^ numerous herd of useless members of 
the (present 'department that must then be discharged, but this desirable 
ond wo«dd be materially facilitated by dropping the title of Canoongoes 
«nd assigning that of Provincial Registrars to those on tbe new establiA- 
vnent, whose discharge of tlieir duty would then be the more to be depend- 
ed on, ae die present allowances would afford them a comfortable submst- 
once, althougfh H ceuid not amount to more than a pittance to the ntrm- 
Ibers now olaiming ^to Awte in and subsist upon it. 

The Residont reported tbat in the 44 drafts of Regulations compiled 
he had been able to complete the entire series 
UtSwdrtft3J*exMpt^at required by the Ctovemment's instructions of the 
^Mgvr^ng InUMii. jg^j^ September and 7th November 1794 with 

the exception of the article of Interest, regarding which all the iofor- 
matiou that could be collected had been submitted to Qovemmeort, 
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tnym which, if deemed advisdok aad neoetiaijv » Reg^aftion iftiglit. be 
at oDce framed, but the expeoNeney of attemptiD; die ifnuBediatei iqatro- 
dhietiofi of such geMrally low rates aa were acr^riaed is the I^ovinoea was 
qoestioned. 

It was observed tiiat in the course of the year those Zemindturs andr 
Farmery who had beooiae Husoofy, had insensibly enoaaeipated themsetvoflh 
entirely frosa the authority of the Amils^ ev^en ae-Poliee Magisliratea, in sei 
m«idi> that aUfordes» had been directly addressed to* theoMel^fes^ nor had 
there been any inoonYeaieoee found in this mode, whieh- bad hofi^evar ra« 

flier erept into^ practice, and been tolerated, than 
m^BZ^Z^<k^ legurarly authorized. Btit, on the miHjitution of th(^ 

new system, it might be necessary for the Amil 
er Tehseeldar to preserre his Pblice authority on the footing of Begulation< 
XVII of 179S over the entire Perguonahi though, were the contrary allow* 
ed, it would not occasion any prejudice^ as the Amils and Quzoory tenants 
might operato ae checks on each other» but if this were allowed an addi* 
tional Clause to that ^bct might ba neeessaryt to* be added to the Beguhi* 
tion ia q|aeation. 

A report was submitted to the Governor General in Council by Mr. Duncan 
en the Idth August 1795 in ooutinuatioft of his address of the 25tb November 
1790 relative to the settlement of the Banaves Prorioee ib^ olijeot of which 
was to convey a general idea of the present state of the pentanent Settlement^ 
wnder such akerations as have been made therain since the Fu«lee^y«av Kl^ 
when it was first fully repoHed in Residents Istter of tfae^tOtb^ q§ Kevember 
1790. In this view such changes as had ha^^ned audea the fii* Sinan and 
in their several Sub*divistona. would be noticed in 

Report, only notfng what appeared^ necessary to be 
BOW added, saas, (with the help of tl>e principal information derivable from the 
aforesaid general rep<Ht on the Settlement, and the contents of several subsequent 
letters in continuation of the same subject,, and of tbe Drafts of the Regulations 
lately transmitted), to comprehend an adeq,uate statement of the condition, as to 
its financii^ management, in wliich Mr. Duncan* was to leave the District, which 
might prove useful to Government or to the Board of Reveaqe io^isauiog sucb^Of- 
ders as might be requisite to the proper Officers*. 

The Resident had mentioned in his fetter of the tOth Instant,, the motives 
that induced him to allow the foil Dehyek to Plielwan Shig who, as the principal 
proprietor, had acted ^ the ConectcH* of Hi^ewah Talooka as abeady noticed in 
the Report of the 25tb November 1790 on its Settlement, but, as he had proved 
a very bad maaagsv, Resident bad daring the course of the current year been 
oWiged te appoint a Tehseeldar to make the collations, a measure, which had 
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been attended with all the sucoeBs expeoted from it, nor could this Talookdar be 
reoommended to be again entrusted with the realization of the Revenue. He 
was at present largely indebted to Pertaub Boeder who, till the end of the laat 
year 1202, acted as his security, and the Raja (Mehipnarain) was ready to clear 
off this incumbrance on behalf of the Talookdar, (who was a family connection of 
his own), upon condition of having the charge and receipt of the fiiture collections 
made over to him, which, from his idea of the Raja's general management Resi- 
dent could only suggest as affording the most likely, if not the only, means of 
leimbursing Pertaub Rooder, and if Lalla Sookhlal, the best of the Raja's Mut- 
Buddees, were appointed, independently from the Raja's general Establishmenty 
to receive the revenue of this Talooka according to its Settlement and subject to 
all the Regulations of Government, the objection entertained to this almost neces- 
sary measure would be obviated. 

In the Pergunnab of Atgawan (noticed in the letter on the Settlement in 

1790) there had for the reasons set forth in the ao- 

^^"^ * companying Extract of Resident's Proceedings of the 6th 

Instant resulted a small annual deficiency of Rs. 931-0 

which was accordingly ordered to be allowed to the Amil at the end of each year. 

Hiis Pergunnab was in all other respects fully cultivated and in a flourishing 

state. 

On the amount of the Settlement of Eernadauree (vide Settlement 
report of the 25th of November 1790,) the Rajah, who is its collecting Amil, had 
been allowed the usual Dehyek and Bhuray, which he had not required, (although 
certainly his right), at the period when the collection of this Talooka was first 
committed to his officer's charge. The other particulars concerning it were set 
forth in section XX, Regulation II of 1795. 

All that seemed necessary relative to the changes that had taken place 
in the Pergunnab of Ahrowra, as originaUy mentioned in the report on the Gene- 
ral ISettlement in 1790, had been set forth in Resident's address of the ISth 
Instant, 

In Resident's letter of the 22nd of July 1794, as well in several preceding 
advices, the circumstances under which amended Settlement of the Pergunnab of 

Dhoos, Nurwun and Chownsa might become necessary, 
prS^^***^**"^ ^""^ ^®^® noticed and the enclosed Extract of Proceedinga 

(No. 2 and 8) was referred to for the particulars of the 
new a(]yu8tment of the jumma of these Pergunnahs as since effected on terms 
which there was reason to hope would bear the test of future trial The original 
Settlements of these places were severally mentioned in letter of the 25th of 
November 1790. 

In respect to the Pergunnab of Agoree Burhur it was to be noticed that 
Bun Buhadur, the nephew and adopted son of the late Rajah Adil Sah, had. 
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in ooDseqnejice of the Board's acquiescenoe to that effect, under date the 7th of 
Noyember, been appointed, with Raja Mehipnarain's concurrence, to the succes- 
sion, in the manner suggested in address of the 15th of October last, and 
two days thereafter, an order was issued to Sheolal 
Dobeh to signify, that in consequence of Rajah Adil 
Sah s demise his Jagheer of 4,000 Rupees per annum was to be resumed, but 
that he might rely on Government securing to him the residuary Interest, (for 
as to the principal of the debt, he admitted it to have been by his four years 
tenure recovered), that should turn out to be still due to him, on subsequent 
consideration of the necessity of providing for which, (on the grounds set forth 
in Resident's former letters of the 26th of April and 2nd of October 1789 and 
25th of November 1 790), joined to the farther view of making such a provision 
in respect to the funds of this Jagheer (which made no part of those for the pay- 
able Revenue^of the permanent Settlement) as might render them at all times 
applicable to ensure its certain and regular payment:— Mr. Duncan was under 
these united considerations induced to consent to the earnest application of the 
&mily of Raja Adil Sah to let this Malikanah, (which could not in any event 
be finallj resumed till Dobeh's debt should be liquidated), stand inserted in the 
new Raja*s or Zemindar's Sunnud, granted after the receipt of the Board's 
Orders in November last, but before the intended 
sequestration of the Jagheer had actually taken place, 
a compliance which Resident had however since had considerable cause to re- 
gret in consequence of the dissensions that }iad arisen between the late 
Raja's two surviving brothers. Baboo Bhoopnarain, (the natural father of 
Run Behadur, the present Raja), and Baboo Ruchpaul, as to the appro* 
priation of the income from the Jagheer in question, as the latter now al- 
leged that the late Raja Adil Sah left to him, by a writing executed before his 
death, the management of this Jagheer, (which he now appeared to have also held 
for several years past under a responsibility to Sheolal Dobeh, the mortgagee, for 
its proceeds), with a promise that he should, after the liquidation of the debt to 
Sheolal Dobeh, be allowed ' to deduct about 900 Rupees per annum out of its 
produce as his share of it. But in fact Raja Adil Sah might be deemed quite 
incompetent to make such a testamentary or any other reversionary disposi- 
tion of what was not his own to bestow, nor was this plea at all brought 
forward, but every circumstance, on the contrary, carefully concealed by all the 
members of the family when, on the death of the said Raja, Resident intended to 
have sequestered the Jagheer as above stated, in the view, then entertained, of 
thereby realizing from it, as well some balances left unliquidated by the Raja 
as that whatever remaining Interest might turn out to be still due to Sheolal 
Dobeh might be thence afterwards liquidated. But in both these views the 
Reddent had been foiled by the arti6ce of this family, whom he then sus- 
pected the less as he had so recently been the means of saving them from destruc- 
tion, in procuring the Raja of Benares and the Board's consent to continue them in 
the Zemindaree, at a time that they knew the former Resolutions of Government to 
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be^Dtirely adT6ri»e to their pretensions. And the way thej pursued for this pur- 
pose was in th* first plaoe to assure him that they would pay off the Qosayn 
Banker the balance due to him, for his payments of the Go?emment*s ReTenua, 
up to the end of the late Raja's life time by the sale of some of his numerous 
herds of cattle which they had ioheritad, and as with this declaration the Go- 
sajm himself seemed fully satisfied, it was, perhaps too hastily, concluded that no 
further precautions were necessary, till in the course of the year the Gosayn, 
(who had agents on his part to receiTC the collections from the Pergunnah), com- 
plained that he had not yet been repaid the amount of the balance incurred in 
the late Raja's time, and that although he principally relied on the Jag^eer for 
their liquidation, yet Ruchpaul would neither surrender it nor account for the 
full Jumma. Whereupon, after various (Mrders issued to Bnchpaul to do both, 
he, according to the local custom, betook himself to fasting, and had at length, 
though not without the greatest reluctance and difficulty, allowed an Ameen 
deputed in May last, to enter into possession of the Jagfaeer in question, but he 

had not hitherto accounted for the ooUectioos made 
^^^ from this Jagheer for the year now at a close, claiming 

first to be allowed to withhold the 900 Rs. which was pretended to have been 
assigned to him out of it by Adil Sah, as also certain fiuiher deductions that 
he alleged were usually given up to him by his said late brother out of the rental 
of other Revenue land leased out to him, on the occasion of the Settlement in 
1790. Meanwhile he avoided attending in Benares on plea of sickness which there 
was every reason to believe unfounded, and he had therefore been again required 

to repair to Benares, without farther delay or evasion, 
^^^ for the adjustment of his accounts, in view to which 

the present Raja, or rather the Gossayn aforesaid, (who had long been the fiimily 
Banker), would pay in the small residue that was still outstanding of the Govern* 
ent rental for 1203 Fuslee, and Mr. Lumsden might probably be able to bring 
the existing difference between the brothers to an amicable termination on Ruch- 
paul's arrival at the Cutcherry, though with respect to the Jagheer in questioa, 
it had been more than once signified to them that their late conduct had been 
such as not to entitle them to that or any other indulgence, and that it would 
now depend entirely on the orders which might be issued by Government 
whether, after the extinction of Sheolal Dobeh's debt, the Jagheer in question be 
not altogether resumed. At the same time, if, in consideration to the large family 
of brethren left by Adil Sah, the Board should be pleased to continue it, (which 
if they would only conduct themselves with propriety, might be thought advia- 
able), Ruchpaul, although possessing no positive right, might yet, in equity, to 
admitted to some proportion of it for his support^ and this distribution mi^ 
be made by Government. 

On the state of the Pet^nnah of Bejehguih, (vide the Report on tt« 
Settlement under date the f5th of November 1790), there was nothing parti- 
cular to remark except that it, as well as the preceding district of Agoree Bar- 
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bur, was .understood to have improved Torj much as to the state of oultiration 
sinoe the Settlement, 

However this opportunity was taken to mention that the claimants to the 
resumed Jagheer in Bejehgurh were very solicitous for a final answer, and in sup- 
port of their plea to its continuance the representations of the late Jagheerdar 
bad lately produced the certificate* of the services for which it was granted. 

The difficulty of adjusting the interior proportions of the Jumma of that 
Pergunnah among the Putteedars in the several Puttees, had been adverted in 
Kesident's address of the 25th November 1790. This had however been since 
effected as far and well as had been found practicable, principally through the um- 
pirage of the late Tbakooray Bukht Singh, then a Talookdar in the adjmning Per- 
gunnah of Bhuruwul, and of the Canoongoes, to whom all these Putteedars agreed 
to refer their respective claims, and they have since delivered in their separate 
Gabooleeuts to the number in all of nineteen, and did now pay their Revenue ao« 
cordingly, though as it was not without difi&culty that even this umpirage pro- 
duced thus far the desired efifect, and as the irritation of these few, that were of 
course displeased with the distribution thus made of their respective shares, might 
have been still more aggravated by Pottahs being immediately granted in confor- 
mity to the Gabooleeuts, these Pottahs were therefore yet to be issued. But as a 
long time had now elapsed since this distribution had been acted upon in the re- 
ceipt and payment of the Revenue, insomuch that the parties might now be con- 
sidered to have all of them sufficiently acquiesced therein, it was thought that 
Mr. Lamsden might be instructed to issue the Pottahs in conformity to the Ca^ 
booleeuts, leaving to such as were are dissatisfied to establish their rights in the 
Adawlut, to which effect the parties receiving the Pottahs should sign the separate 
engagement usual on all such occasions, specifying that they were established un- 
der these Pottahs subject to all suits and decisions that the Courts of justice 
might hereafter pass thereon. 

On the subject of the Pergunnah of Shadeeabad it was only mentioned 
that the Amil appeared, by the account delivered in, to have brought into 
cultivation the Jungle land of that Pergunnah under his engagement, as re- 
ported in Resident's letter of the 2nd of October 1789, to the extent of 6191 
Beegahs. For the Revenue produce of this he of course accounted, (under the 
reservation as to last year which was noticed in Mr. Duncan's letter of the 10th 
Instant), as well as (since the expiration of the term of his 5 years' Settlement) 
lor the full amount of the rest of the ascertained funds in this Pergunnah, 
which ware also augmented by its having been lately ascertuned that t&e current 
Com ia which the Collections were made there was altogether in the Benares 
Sicca Rupee, and consequently the Amil had for these 2 years past, viz. 1201 
Aad 1202^ beea obliged to aoooont for the numerical amount of the present 

• This WM ft CertUksftte from Ctlattel Vafbrni to the ifibot tibt Oomb Singh, K Gbuii* 
M^ Wit el iBfinitostrvioedtiriogtiieiiefeol B^ehgor. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



282 MEASURES CONNECTED WITH THE 

Jumma payable through him to QoverDment in the same speciet, although hereto, 
fore Grourshahees had always been stipulated for and received for that Pergnmiah, 
in which it would seem from the former Canoongoe's Statements, that Tersoolees 
and Siccas had, for at least some years back, been both at the same time locally 
current, though the latter had now entirely superceded the former, and Govern- 
ment gained in consequence 4^ per Cent, on the Jumma. 

It was thought not impossible that other similar changes might, since the 
first conclusion of the term of the 5 year's engagements with the Amils, have 
taken place in some of the other Pergunnahs of the Ghazeepoor Sircar, the more 
especially as within the seven years of Mr. Duncan's Residency, he had known, (as 
specified in the report on the General Settlement under date the 25th of No- 
vember 1 790), the Sicca Currency to supersede all others in 2 or 3 of its Per- 
gunnahs, and therefore some time ago a Circular Order was written to the Canoon- 
goes to report as to this particular, and of such rather imperfect answers as 
bad been hitherto received, a Translation would be found in the Voucher, but 
as Government possessed at present an undoubted 
* right to cause its Revenues to be accounted for by the 

Amils or Tehseeldars in the same specie as it was realized in the Board of Reve- 
nue might probably think it proper to instruct the Collector more fully on this 
bead. The Settlement report under date the 25th of November 1790 was refer- 
red to for further information on the subject. 

The Pergunnah of Zemaneah having for several years labored under the 
disadvantage of the Jumma of its five years' Settlement proving in some parts 
thereof too heavy in proportion to the funds for paying it, to the considerable 
loss of the Amil for that term of his engagements, it was found essentially re- 
quisite, under Government instructions of the 19th of September last, to extend 
to it such relief as it stood evidently in need of, by giving up such portions of 
the Revenue as there were not funds for in the eeve- 

ppen . ^^j villages and Talooks, the particulars of all which 

would be found detailed in the accompanying copy of the report of the 2nd 
Assistant, and in justice to the Amil it had been ordered that he would be allow- 
ed in the current year's accounts the excess paid by him for the by past year 
1201, as that, as well as the present year, were beyond the period of his five 
years' engagements, and he, together with all the other Amils, would now only 
be held responsible for the due realization of the ascertained funds placed under 
their collection. 

The Contractor for the Salt Mehal of Mongra having at the end of the last 
year 1201 solicited leave to relinquish his lease, Re- 
Vide page 198. ^^^^^ j^ consented thereto, in the belief that it had 
proved a losing concern to him, and in the hope of improving it under an Amanee 
collection, under which, the full amount of its Russudee Jumma of 21,000 
Rupees for the Current year 1202 had been realized to Government, though not, 
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it was believed, entirely so to the native Superintendent, but it would continue to 
improve, or at least not fall off under the present arrangement, which admited of 
shewing more occasional and suitable indulgence to the Salt workers than whilst 
it was under a farm ; the more especially as it was thought the strongest reliance 
conld be placed on the fidelity and zeal that would be exerted in the present man- 
agement, which had been entrusted to Mudden Mohun, the brother of Radha 
Mofaun, a person who had, ever since his first entrance into life, been employed 
first, during several years in the Khalsa, and, since, at this place, and as he had 
uniformly maintained an excellent character Resident had during the course of the 
present year, consented, in view to his departure from this country, (in which Mud- 
den Mohun and his brother wished to remain), to nominate the latter also to the 
collectorship of the small Pergunnah of Nirwun became vacant by the failure of 
AUaud Misr, the late Amil, and otherwise on exactly the same terms as granted 
to all others in similar circumstances, and Mr. Duncan had reason to be satisfied 
that both changes had already experienced the good effects of this arrangement 
which was however, and would always remain in both its parts, liable from year to 
year, and at all times throughout each year, to the future pleasure of Government 
whom it was the more wished to stand apprized of the circumstance as affording 
nearly the only instance of what might be viewed as any degree of patronage that 
had ever been exercised by the Resident during the several years of his present 
charge. But, in truth, he had rather considered it as some just reward for long and 
feithful public service, at the same time that it was not contrary to any rule yet 
existing in this District, nor without some precedent, as in the instance of Ram- 
kishen, the Company's former Treasurer, who was entrusted with the collections 
of Eereat Sekhur, as noticed in the proceedings on the 
^^ ' Settlement of 1196 as to the causes why I dismissed 

him. 

In the Benares Settlement Report of the 25th of November 1790, it had 
been noted that a part of the Revenue of the Pergunnah of Gurwara in the Circar 
of Jounpoor was derived from the AmiFs sale of the Mudosahee Pice in which it 
was received, and alth6ugh, on the formation of the Decennial Settlement, he 
agreed to account to Government at a medium fixed rate for the profit on these 
Pice, yet the price of them had since so materially varied that it was thought but 
equitable to dispense with enforcing this part of the stipulations then entered into, 
snd to order that the Amil in question would be held to account at the end of 
each year only for the real Profit and Loss on the receipt and re-issuing of the 
pice in question, according to the monthly market value thereof, to be certified by 
the Canoongoes. 

In the Pergunnah of Mureeahoo and Talooka of Bursutty in the Sircar 
of Jounpoor, and in the Tuppeh of Ohehanovy, in the Pergunnah of Euntit 
and Sircar of Terhar, the ascertained funds of the 4 years' Mofussil Jumma 
M made in 1197 Fuslee, (vide the report on the General Settlement of 1790,) 
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IbU tomewhat short of the fire jeftn* eogftgeoMntv whidi they had ettteted ioto 
io the preeediDg year 11^, (after dedaoting the I>diyek ud Bhura^ allftvaneet 
which, m commoa with all the other Amys, they were ealkM te reeem), hut 
they neverthelese conseated to pay aooording to the f oU aatoaint el their afovenid 
engagemeats till the expiration of the term thereof and aocenMngly, firom the moA 
ol the year 1200, the acting Resident passed the required proportioa of dednotien 
on this aocoant in &vor of the Amib of Mureeahoo and Borsutty,. a» Mr. Dwhbd 
had hitely, for the % years of 1201 and 1202 on aoooont of Raja Bam Qholaam^ 
the Amil of Chehano?y, and the same pcoportbnal allowanees had for the nme 
reasooe, and from the saoie period, been made in the Pez^unnalu of Mckeyeh, and 
of Ahrowra, in the Snear Chmar, and in the Talooka of Seray Kerowt in the Sir* 
car of Benares, and in thoae of Sereemoo and Pessarah in that of Jonnpoor^ whkth 
with the allowance made on siMilar priaoiplea to PhsK 
^^ wan Sing, m akeady notieed in thb address, left all 

the existing Settlements on an oniform lomidation, which was that of the AmiW 
being responsible for the existing funds, after deducting therefrom ^e ainount of 
their Commission, 

Of the Talooka of Sukten Ghur the Resident was in October 1792 obliged, 

by the circumstances set forth in the youcfaer, to re- 

▼iaa App«*x ». ^.^ ^^^ ^^^^^ ^^ g^ Settlement, and to make such 

farther provision for its police, and otherwise towards promoting its permanent 
advantage, as had not, it was believed, hitherto failed of adequate success, aod 
the measures thus taken would have been reported at the time, had Mr. Duncan 
not just then been called away from this staticm on commission to the West of 
India. 

As since the period of the formation of the permanent Settlement the 

article of Choot Maafy, (as noticed in letter of the 26th of April 1789 and in 

that of the 25th of November 1790), had diminished from Rs. ^a,Id6-ll-3 to 

Rs. 26,200-8-^ up to the end of 1201 Fuslee, to the advantage <^ Ooverameot, 

a comparative * account thereof wae transmitted ^w- 

^ ing whence this difference and saving had arisen, and 

it might be made a Rule that the Collector should annually transmit a similar 
Statement to the Board of Revenue. 

And as in 1788, a Statement of the article of Maafy Mamooly, was fur- 
nished to Government, another was noa transmitted of 
^^ its present state, from both which it appeared to have 

amounted up to the end of 1194 Fuslee to 81,707-13-6, and to have stood at 
the conclusion of the Fuslee year 1201, or in September last, at Rs. 73,869-18-6 
whence there resulted an effective decrease of Rs. 17,840-13-0. 

Having since the period of the Report of the Settlement in 1790 pro^ 
cured what was believed to be a more aceunle ^ 
count of the Maafy Jagheer and Kishnarpun lands, ^ 
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kit wAmei in ftwdenf 8 ktter of the 9Wi of November 1790), in thk Province, 
m«o{i7* thiMof was Bmbtnitted, which inoluded of oonree the aajouount <tf the last 
articles of Maafy Mamooly and all that article called Sadder Mujrajr, at hithertA, 
indaded in the accounts of Settlement with the Amils, (for which vide Resident's 
letters oT the 26th April 17S9, and 25th of November 1790), but ae the Amils 
ware now Mdooed te the eit«uttioB of mere vesponaible Tehtealdars or Cotieotors, 
the lands and assignments included under thb head of Sudder Mujraj aeed no 
longer be considered as connected with their charge, and in fact they would 
liJl natnrallj, or at least for the greater part, tinder the ilisposttions for free 
lands in the Regolations XLI and XLII of 1795. 

The several ineonsidembfle aUerations that bad takeo plaoe in the consti* 
tueat paiFts of the permaaent SettleiDent since its formation in 1 790 were eaeily 
tmceable &om the annual Mocdl^ Treasury accounts, and would always continue 
to be so in time to come as long as this account should be preserved in its 
present or any other suitable form. The usual Statements relative to the 
Treasury hi ^uestioo np to the esid of last Fuslee year 1201 had already been 
tnanamifcted with Besldent's letters of the 9th, 10th and 13th instant, and had 
Mr. Duncan uemained a month or two longer similar accounts for the current 
year 1202 would have been also transmitted, but as this would fall to the 
lot of the Collector at the same time that almost all its entries would be derived 
ftnm sAat had passed durii^ lAr. Dunoan's charge, an Estimate of the charges 
ther^ that were additional and beyond those of the 
last year was submitted with this address, consisting 
principally of the additional Lac paid to the Raja and of the expenses of 
Ameens, &r the Pettahs and Amaoee lands, which the Board had sanctioned, 
as they would, it was trusted, the sevensl further and smaller items, none of 
which were such as could be avoided. And as the Resident would be away from 
this oounfciy heSam the geaerikl aoeounts of veoeipts and disbursements could 
Kome befcfe ISevemoMnt, it would be satisfiM>tory to him to have the above part 
d it deaidod on sepajrat^ whilst he was yet in Bengal, as being probably the 
only part<>f his public accounts that were not aheady sufficiently sauctioned by 
the positive Itegulations or direct orders of Government. In conclusion it was 
observed that after all these charges, including the Raja's additional Lac per 
annum, the Residuary Surplus Revenue to remain at the disposal of Qovemment 
wenld rather exceed another half Lao x>f Rupees, which result was conformable 
4tD the eatiomte of his address of the l^ of October, exclusive however of 
what might be expected to arise from the operation of the new Abkaree Regula- 
tions, which were not intended to take effect till from the beginning of the Fuslee 

On the 4lh Septenber 1795 the Ooveauneni oomnronieated ibB 
following orders on the subject of the late Resi- 

D^'rrirte"^.'*^' ^«^'<' *•»•«" ^^^ ^ ^' ^^^ »^ i^th of the 

previous month. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



286 HBASUBES CONNECTED WITH THE 

The Qovernor General in Coancil passed the charges in the aoooontg 
of the receipts and disbursements of the surplus funds in the Moolky Trea- 
sury for 1200 and 1201 Fuslee. 

Conformably to the late Resident's opinion, it was directed that 
Chunderbaun be not reinstated and that the balance of Rs. 3,643-15-9 be 
accordingly relinquished. 

The contingent disbursements amounting to Rs. 807-8-9, specified 
in the account^ were passed. 

The accounts and charges submitted with the letter of the 10th 
August were passed and the recommendations, including that for the relin- 
quishment of the demand on Mehndee Ally Ehan for the sum of Ss. 
14,039-1-6 for the year 1201, were approved. 

The charge of the collections of the Talooka of Phelwan Sing being 
made over to the Raja, and the appointment of Lala Sookhlal to make 
the collections independently from the Raja's general establishment, as 
suggested by the late Resident^ were sanctioned. 

The Government likewise approved of the deficiency of Rs. 931 
being granted to the Amil of Atgawan as proposed, and of th^ allowance 
of the Dehyek and Bhuray to the Raja in Kemadaury. 

The several measures adopted by the late Resident respecting Ago- 
ree Burhur and the Malikanah lands were approved. 

With regard to the Malikanah lands, in consideration of the numer- 
ous family left by Raja Adil Sah, it was directed that they be continued to 
his heir, agreeably to the terms of the late Resident's Sunnud, and the Act- 
ing Resident was ordered to report hereafter what proportion of the pro- 
duce he would recommend to be allowed to Ruchpaul, as suggested by Mr. 
Duncan. 

The Acting Resident was directed to issue Pottahs in Bejehgurh 
and to require the parties receiving them to sign the separate engagements 
as proposed. 

The arrangements regarding the Salt Mehal, and the nomination of 
Radha Mohun to the CoUectorship of Pergunnah Nirwun, were sanctioned. 

The account of the Choot Maafy was to be tranmitted annually as 
suggested. 
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The Governor General in Council approved of the additional charges 
specified in the estimate referred to and of the other measures and ar- 
rangements reported. 

The charges incurred in the accounts submitted with the lat^ Eesi- 
dent's letter of the 13th ultimo, including the expense of Rs. 2,362-3-6 in- 
curred by Mehndee Ally Khan for protecting the Circar of Qhazeepore 
from the incursions of robbers, were passed. 

The Moolky Treasury account was to be forwarded twice a year as 
recommended by Mr. Duncan. The arrangement regarding the selection 
of two persons from the Canoongoes, to be styled Native Pergunnah Regis- 
trars as suggested, was entirely approved, and it was directed that it was 
to be carried into execution as early as might be practicable. 

The established rules and customs of the Province in regard to in- 
terest were to be adhered to until the Governor General in Council should 
deem it proper to frame a special Regulation on the subject from the ma- 
terials and information furnished by the late Resident. 

The Police authority of the Tehseeldars was to extend throughout 
their respective jurisdictions agreeably to the 17th Regulation of 1795. 
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APPENDIX A. 

(Vide page 131.; 

» 

Translation of a Ferwannah to Sheo Lall Dcheh, 

In consideration of the state and circumstances of your loan made in aid 
of the revenue of Government at the instance of Mr. Treves in the discharge of 
the balances that had occurred in the instalments of Raja Adil Shah and which 
you paid in through the said Raja, the sum of 4,000 Rupees annually hath, in 
the settlement of 1196 Fuslee, concluded by the Company's Government with the 
Raja for the term of his natural life, been deducted under the head of mujray, to 
the end that the said Raja may annually pay to you the amovmt of the said de- 
duction, till the ultimate liquidation of the debt ; and as now that the year 1196 
Fuslee, is at an end and that, by reason of the drought and other causes, a defi- 
ciency has happened in the estimated produce in such a manner that it is not pro- 
bable that for 1196 the said Raja will be able to pay to you the full amount of 
the said mnjray or deduction : Therefore, for your security in future funds shall 
he ^signed you for the amount in lands from the beginning of 1197 Fuslee, and 
therefore this is given to you for your satisfaction. 

Dated 6<A August 1789. 



APPENDIX B. 

(Vide page 136.; 

As the season for the cultivation for 1 197 Fuslee is near at hand, a pub- 
May 4th 1789. Publica- ^^ cation isthis day issued in reference thereto requir- 
tion about Gilandazee. -^g all those Amils in whose Amildarees, Gilanda- 

zee, or throwing earth, is required, to be attentive to the performance of this 
necessary duty in view to their own future advantage, and that, if by I'eason of 
their neglect in this respect or of the Bunds or embankments thereby breaking 
and preventing the full extent of the ensuing year's cultivation, they (the de- 
faulters) shall be and are to consider themselves as held responsible on this 
account. 

They are therefore required to make the usual Gilandazee in each of their 
Amildarees wherever it has been heretofore practiced and also to repair the Bunds 
wbere they stand in need thereof and to report their proceedings. 
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The Canoongoes of eaoh Pergunnah are informed of ibis order to the Amila 
and required to attend to the execution thereof and to report what shall, by the 
said Amils, be done in consequenoe. 



Arzee from Mehendy All Khan. 

*^ As I have entered into a Gabooleeut for 5 years with the Presence for the 

Pergunnah of Shadeeabad, and seeing that the increase 

ti^'^^^^^ of good to the Ryots and population will both please 

Mehendy Ali Khan on the you and bring me profit and a good name, therefore 
rates ox 1187 Fti8l6eL lor the 

cultivation of some of the thinking how I could increase the population, I sent for 
waste parts of Shadeeabad. ^^^ papers of former years from the Canoongoes and 
have found out from these papers that 194 villages and 8 Chucks, which afford 
12,995 Beegahs of land fit for cultivation, for these last 600 years to the present 
are become a Jungle and have not been inhabited. I have asked the cause of 
the desolation of these lands of the Canoongoes, the Choudrees of the said Per- 
gunnah and of the Zemindars of these desolated villages, and they all say one 
thing, " that the cause is a want of water, because there is no Nullah or Nuddy 
near it and also that the land is all sand and when Cutcha wells are dug by 
them they are in a month filled up by the sands and that they are not able to 
make Pucka wells ; to make them inhabited, besides until this time there has not 
been such a master of the country here as to encourage the population of places 
deserted, neither have any sach Amils been appointed to this Pergunnah as to 
attend to the increase and population, but all those that came, by their oppres- 
sions have occasioned each year the desolation of 10 or 20 villages, so that in 600 
years, 202 villages and Chucks have been deserted and have become Jungles. Now 
that God has sent Mr. Jonathan Duncan as Resident for the good and comfort of 
the poor Ryots, certainly now tyranny, oppression and desolation, which have over- 
spread the country like a cloud, will disappear, but if you will take us by the hand, 
we will populate the desolated villages on certain terms. In the 5 years that you 
have now entered into new engagements for, they shall become inhabited, and 
those terms are as follows :— 'That in all the ruined villages, for each 1000 Bee- 
gahs, you shall make a Pucka well and that neither you, or the Amils, that come 
after, shall ever demand from us the price of the wells. Tou are the master either 
to pay for the building of them with your own money or with the Company's 
money, and that you shall give in advance to those that want it, com to sow and 
bullocks to plough, and that you shall be paid in the course of your 5 year's Amil- 
ship the money you may advance, for if you do not find grain to sow and bullocks 
to plough, how can we plough what we at present pay rent for and what we wish 
to get into cultivation, and whatever Pottah you shall now grant for the said 
villages, never shall be increased, as the adherence to engagements is the way to 
populate the country, and you shall not collect for this year 1196 Fuslee, the 
same Rybundeo as was paid in 1 187 Fuslee, as we can not pay it, but we are ready 
to pay the same as we did in 1193 FusleC; when Lalla Cashmeery Mull was the 
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Amil, and you shall measure the land by the same Lateh as the Resident has or- 
dered and whatever Abwab has been increased by the Amils since 1 1 87, such aa 
the Russoom Ehazana <fec. shall be discontinued agreeably to the Hookomnama. 
In this way in 5 years, all the deserted villages will certainly be inhabited and 
cultivated." 

" I approve of all their requests and on comparing the settlement of 1196 
Fuslee, which is agreeably to that of 1 187, with that of 1193 Fuslee, I find that 
it differs, 1187 being more by 7,800 Rupees. But in collecting the Rybuudee of 
1187 Fuslee, many prosperous villages will this year be deserted, as the village of 
Qusba Coury, which in 1187 Fuslee contained 66 l^egahs of cultivated laud, and 
paid for each Beegah for Khureef aud Rubbee of Hur jins 5 Rs. 4 As., and for 
Sugar and Coyrore 10 Rs. of Rybundee, aud upon this Jumraa the usual Abwab 
was collected, from that year to this, it has been increasing in population, as now 
110 Beegahs and 16 Biswahs by the Lateh sent by the Resident are ready for 
cultivation, and for these last 6 years till now, the rent has been fixed and the 
Rybundee has been discontinued. In those days they never paid more to the Sar- 
kar than 400 Rupees and now agreeably to the Rybundee of 1187 Fuslee, they 
are to pay 750 Rupees on account of the Hookhumnama. They are helpless and 
will give it, but next year, that is 1 197 Fuslee, how will they be able to cultivate 
that village, which pays 10 Rs. 13 As. for each Beegah Mai and Abwab for Sugar 
and Coyrore and 5 Rs. 1 1 As. for Hur jins Khureef and Rubbee with the Mai and 
Abwab. Of course they will go to other villages and cultivate where they pay only 
for each Beegah 3 Rs. 8 As. and 4 Rs. Mai and Abwab for Sugar and Coyrore, 
and 1 Rs. S As. and 2 Rs. Mai and Abwab for Her jins, which was the Rybundee 
of 1187 Fuslee. At the end this village and others also, whose Rybundee was very 
high in 1 187 Fuslee, will all in 1 197 Fuslee, or in the next year, be deserted ac- 
cordingly. I enclose the account of Rybundee of the said village for 1 187 Fuslee 
with the signatiure of the Putwary to the said village and Canoongoes, written in 
the presence of the Cazee, which will be received by the presence ; and this is 
well known, in this manner that all Amils, who intend collecting their Rybundee 
from their villages, agreeably to 1187 Fuslee, as is ordered by the Hookhum- 
nama will certainly in the next year see their villages of this kind deserted." 

<' Therefore I for the sake of your good name, that in your time hundreds 
of villages that have been deserted for these 600 years should beoome inhabited 
and that you may know in what manner I act, and for my good name, though I 
have the Hookumnama in my possession foir the Rybundee agreeably to 1 187, which 
will give me 6 or 7,000 Rs. profit in the present year, without any blame on me, 
yet I will not agree to it and will collect from the villages that are well popula- 
ted agreeably to 1193, with the consent and happiness of the Ryots, and will do 
away the Abwab from 1187 Fuslee, and at every place which produced rice to 
them that have been destroyed owing to the dryness of the season, I will have 
them measured by the Canoongoes of the Pergunnah with the Lateh sent by the 
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presence aod will take from them what they choose to give, either RybundeeorBetay^ 
either Kuncoot or Agoree, agreeably to their former custom, and will thoslsettle the 
country, and I hope from God that in all the year not a Ryot under me shall go to 
complain either to Resident or to the Moolky Adawlut. None as yet have been, 
neither, after this, shall any go, but for all these gifts and kindnesses shewn to 
them I consent to the loss I sustain but in all their Pottahs, I write this cond;* 
tion that in the next year they shall increase their cultivation and prosperity more 
than this year. And the way I intend to cultivate and populate the deserted vil- 
lages is, that from this year 1196 Fuslee to 1 199 Fusiee each year 3000 Be^^ahs 
of Jungle shall be cleared and the deserted villages populated and I also will 
build with my own money, yearly, 30 Pucka wells, being to each 100 Beegahs 
of land one Pucka well, and in the 5th year for 995 Beegahs of laud, I will also 
build 100 Pucka wells so that in 5 years, I will build in all 130 Pucka wells, and 
likewise will build uIho 20 Pucka wells where it may be necessary throughout the 
Pergunuah in the present populous villages. At this time near 8 Lacks of Pucka 
bricks are ready and I have given advance for one Crore of bricks to Coolies and 
brick makers and builders. They are all iu readiuess, and, God willing, by the 
montli of Assar 44 Pucka weUs in difierent places will be completed, and 1 am 
about to send 2,000 Rupees to Goruckpore and Sircar Sarung to buy bullocks, 
and I am waiting for your orders. The minute I receive them 1 will send off the 
people that the bullocks may be here by the 1 st of Assar, that the Ryots may not 
have cause to complain, and whatever grain is wanted that they may request, I 
will instantly give, but I have two terms to make with you, which, if you agree 
to, I will populate and cultivate those villages that have laid waste for 600 years ; 
if not, why should I expend 10,000 Rupees of my own money in mud and bricks 
to build Pucka wells in a strange country and give money for cattle, to give to 
the Ryots on an uncertainty of getting back the price of the bullocks." 

<< Term the 1st :— In the 5 years that the villages are to be populated, I 
shall not receive as much as the Sabundee will cost me, because if I do not grant 
Pottahs on a low Jumma to the Ryots, they will not consent to so much labor as to 
cut down the Jungle and cultivate it, and after the 5 years are expired and all the 
Villages are become populated and the Malgoozaree Jumma of the said villages shall 
attain to half the grain, then my Cabooleeut for 5 years will be over and the mas* 
ter of the country finding capability in the 200 villages that will be in cultiva- 
tion more than at present what will they then give to me, and when I have left 
the country all my money and labor will be scattered to the wind. On this account 
I am hopeful that when these 202 villages and Chucks shall become inhabited 
and cultivated and the wells built with my money, then 2000 Beegahs of Jungle 
shall be given to me as a Jagheer to be cultivated for my own use and descend to 
my sons. In this way, on the 5th year when my agreement for 5 years, shall be 
expired, the Master of the country will be at liberty to let their cultivated country 
to any one that wishes to rent it or to me agreeably to its then capability if 2,000 
Beegahs of Jungle as Jagheer should not be given to me, then give me a Hook- 
humnama, that after the end of my present Cabooleeut for 5 yearS| if I am turn* 
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ed out 6f the country whatever expenses I shall have been at in the buflding ot 
the Pucka wells shall be repaid lue in miynej" 

" Term the 2nd :— Four Perwannabd shall be written, one to Khoja Ei- 
nudeen Amil Gorackpo^ and one to the gentleman, who is the Zilladar to Sir- 
oar Sarung to this purport '* that Gooinasbtas of such an one arie setit in order to 
purchase bullocks for the cultivation and population of deserted villages in the 
Perguunah of Shadeeabad in the Company's territories and that it is necessary 
that they should assist them as far as their boundaries, in the procuring of them 
and that no one may prevent them on account of Rahdary and other oppositions 
that they may arrive here in time." 

*'And the 3rd shall be written to the Oano^ongoe^, Cbowdrees and Ryots of 
the Pergunnah of Shadeeabad, to give tbem confidence, in the following style 
that " it is known to the presence that in the present Amilship, he has agreed 
to populate and bring into oulti?atron 202 villages and Chucks that have been 
ruined for these 600 yeara, that for each 100 Bieegahs Pucka, he is to build a 
Pucka well and that he is to advance grain (fi^., according to Mahajun's custom, 
to all those who may be rii want of it to sow ; that in 5 years, when his Cabooleeut 
shall expire, all the desolated villages before ruined diall become flonrishing and 
populated, therefore this is written in order to encourage and give confidence to 
the Zemindars and Ryots, that all those who are agreeable kt them take a Pottaht 
with the seal of Meheudy Ali Khan witnessed by the Canoongoes for these deso- 
lated villages either for one or five years commencing the 14th of Skayban, agree- 
ing to the first Jeth 1196 Fuslee, aiid labor with all confidence in the cultivation 
and increasing prosperity of the said villages, that neither a Beegah or Biswah do 
remain uncultivated, and that you may know a Pottah from the raid Khan is the 
same^ as one from the Resident, if at any time in the 5 years the said Khan or 
his Amlah shall demand one dam wore than the said Pottah, then do you imme- 
diately come to the presence and complain and you shall certainfly have justice 
done yott." 

"The 4th is to be? written in the following purport to the Canoongoes :— f 

" As I understand from the Amil of your Pergunnah the account of the 
desolated villages for these 600 yean which you hiformed him of for your good, 
the presence consents therefore it i!8 nfecessary that you assist the Amlahs of the 
present Amil in this business of populating and cultivating the said villages and 
in buildhig of Fiicka welk and in g'etting bricks &o. In such manner do you labor 
that the ruined villages nftiy be inf cultivation in! 8 yeara, that in your Pergunnah 
there may be nouncmltitat^ land, by this I shsdl judge of your w'orth." 

*^If the presence does not consent to these proposals, let an order be 
immediately sent, that I may not prepare for building the wells. All the Pucka 
bricks that are ready I wiU send to Ghaseepore and from thence to Benares to 
hnild a house, and for the future I will put a stop to the Brickworks and Coolieg 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



VI SETTLEMENT APPENDIX. 

and according to the oustom all over the country, I will labor for the increase 
of the cultivation of the villages that pay rent/* 

The Resident observes on Mehendy Ali Khan's statement of the rates of 
the 1187 being more unfavorable than, and the Reve- 
^Rwidenf B ob^MTvaUoDB and ^^^ thereof not so easy to the Ryots as those of 11 93, 
that, notwithstanding partial instances he has quoted 
to prove his assertion, the feet, taking the Pergunnah in general, appears not 
to be well founded, the Mofussil Jumma of Shadeeabad being for 1187 inclusive 
of Abwab, Rupees 81,223-12-6 and in 1193 Rupees 89,201-8. 

This is stated to Mehendy Ali Khan in reply to that part of his above re- 
presentation and he is again required to make the Hookumnama or regulations of 
the 25th of June 1788 the standard and criterion of his collections; that is, never 
to exceed the rules therein laid down, it being of course left with him to collect 
as much below them as he pleases, or aa in his descretion he may see meet in 
particular instances, he being in all cases responsible for the Government revenue. 

With regard to the proposal made by Mehendy Ali Khan to bring into a 

state of cultivation the 12,995 Beegahs which have, 

.^.*^li'PT^V^''unli according to the accounts he has exhibited thereof 
tivatlug the old waste land » 

in Pergunnah of Shadeea- and deposited in the Resident's office under the official 
^^' attestations of the Canoongoes and Cazee, lain waste 

for so many centuries, the Resident being convinced that land in such state 
cannot be rendered fit for tillage without much care, labor and considerable ex- 
pense, particularly in sinking and building a well of masonry for every 100 Bee- 
gahs thereof, which Mehendy Ali Khan now proposes to perform, does therefore 
now deliver to the said Mehendy a Sunnud or writing for his future security in the 
manner required, of which the following is a translation :— 

Be it known to the officers of Government, present 
Sunnud iwued to the said ^^ ^ ^^^^ ^£ ^j^^ Pergunnah of Shadeeabad in the 
Khan thereon. 

Sircar Jounpore in the Saubah or province of Allahabad. 

Whereas it appears by the written representation of Mehendy Ali Khan, 
Amil of the Pergunnah of Shadeeabad, and by the accounts of the lands therein 
referred to, under the signature of the Canoongoes and seal of the Cazee of that 
Pergunnah, that the extent of two hundred and two Mauzahs and Chucks (that is 
villages and parts of villages,) m., 8 Chucks and 194 Mausahs, containing twelve 
thousand nine hundred and ninety five Beegahs of land capable of cultivation, 
has lain fallow and waste for these six hundred years past, and whereas the afore- 
said Khan hath delivered in a proposal engaging in the space of five years, begin- 
ning from the Fuslee year 1196, from which period the Taheed or lease of the 
said Pergunnah has been settled in the name of Mirza Mahomed Hossain Khan, 
the son of the said Khan, he will, by digging and preparing new wells of bricks and 
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masonry so that for every hundred Beegiibs of land a well of masonry be dug 
and built, bring all the aforesaid twelve thousand nine hundred and ninety five 
Beegahs into cultivation within the period of the five year's lease above specified, 
on condition that should it so happen that at the expiration of the said term, 
which will elapse at the end of the Fuslee year 1201, the Taheed or lease of the 
said Pergunnahs be not continued in his favor, he shall then be repaid by the Sir- 
car the real expense which the construction of the said wells shall have cost him 
and the accounts of which expenditure he shall annually have delivered into the 
Ganongoe's registry, as well as into that of the Huzzoor or Resident's Office. 

Wherefore in view to the cultivation of the country and more especially in 
r^ard to a spot of this kind which hath lain waste for so many centuries the 
present voucher under the seal and signature of the Resident is granted to the 
said Khan, stipulating that if in the Fuslee year 1201 the managers of the act- 
ing Ruler shall resume or discontinue the lease of the said Pergunnah of Sha- 
deeabad, which now stands in the name of the son of the said Khan, they must 
reimburse to him in ready money and without interest, the amount of the prin- 
cipal of the charges incurred as aforesaid in the construction of the wells and in 
the bringing of the said waste land into cultivation, the sum total of which is 
now estimated at ten thousand Rupees, after which it will rest freely in their 
option to grant the Pergunnah to any other person, it being understood and 
hereby further stipulated that if the Pergunnah be then continued to the son of 
the said Khan, the latter will then have no remaiuing claim to the reimburse- 
ment here provided. For the rest, whatever advantage may accrue to the said 
Khan during the elapse of the present 5 years' lease from bringing the said 
waste land into cultivation, is to be allowed to the said Khan in consideration of 
his trouble in the measures to be by him pursued for that purpose, nor has the 
Sircar or Government any connection therewith. 

It is necessary that the said Khan do deliver annual statements of his 
progress in this cultivation, together with what he shall have laid out thereon, 
into the Dufter or registry of Government, that it may thence appear how many 
thousand Beegahs he has annually brought into cultivation in such manner, as 
that by the end of the fifih year, not a Beegah orCoLtaU of all the said tract 
remain uncultivated. 

Dated Uth May 1789. 

Upon the above stipulated conditional repayment which cannot exceed 
10,000 Rupees, the Resident remarks that the 12,995 
Jl^mlvV^Zo^^^' ^^^^^ proposed and contracted to be put in a state 
of cultivation by the end of the fifth year, must, dur- 
ing the very first year of €k)vemment's possible resumption of the lease from 
Mehendy Ali Khan, yield more than the 10,000 Rupees, that must then be re- 
funded to him, and to have such a tract of waste land cultivated at the expense 
of less than one year of its income, cannot, the Resident supposes, be deemed 
purchasing such an advantage at too high a rate. 
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Mefaendy All Khan requestipg thajb hiis 5 years' lease of Ghazeepore maj 
be made out in the Dame of hid young son Mirza Mo^ 
pti^nithtn^a^i^of*SSie^ baiped Hossain Khan, he (Mehendy) only being oston- 
^y Ali Khan. gjl^iy gnrety though in every respect to continue as bor 

fore in the real management as well as responsibility ; this request is agreed to 
^d a letter is written to the Raja to request he will sign a new Pottah with this 
lUja iD^Qrme4. ^Iteratipn. 



The rainy season haying set in on the night between the 1 1th and 12t}» 
Instant, an order is now issued to the several custom 
prirrVrcou^e°"tSt*Jm! masters to encoui-age the importation of bullocks for 
portatiou of bullocks. agriculture by publishing to those who make a trade 

pf this article that they will be liable (as before or4ere<J) to po 4uty on the im- 
portation. 



The following regulations are prepared to be issued for promoting the cul- 
14th June. Revenue ^egu- tivation for the ensuing Fuslee year 1197, and addresr 
lf9rFX'''' ^""^"^ ^"^ 8^ ^^ ^^^ C^noongoes and Amils. 

1st, This being the month of Assar and the season for the plopghing and 
pultivation of the Fuslee year 1197, the Ryots, cultivators, Zemindars, and farr 
mors are in tjie greatest confidence and security, and knowing the Hookum- 
pama or regulation pf the 25th of June, as issued for the cultivation of the last 
year 1196, to be enforced ai^d confirmed, effectually carry on the cultivation and 
improvement. 

2nd. To promote this object it is now signified to all thoi Zemindars, that 
from the present mopth of Ass^r to the end of Sa^un they are to attend upon 
the Amils, and, in view to the cultivation of their respective Zemindarees, to 
enter into and deliver to the Amils, Caboolpeuts or engagements fwjcording to 
the estimates of the Canoongoes, for the same period as remains to elapse of the 
AmiVsSudder settlement with Government, and, giving respectable security 
and entering into the possession of their Zemindarees, they are, for the sake of 
their own advantage, to exert themselves to the utmost for the cultivation and 
'mnrovement of the country in such manner as that the markQ of cultivation may 
be more than fbrraeriy and that no vestiges of waste l^ds may remain. 

Zrd. Whatever Zemindars shall within the time aforesaid not attend 

the Amils and conchvde his settlement ii^ the aforementioned manner, 

it is certain that the latter will, in view to the promotion of the cultivation 

and the completion of the revenue of Government, give such Zemindar's viUage 

a farmer for the term of his lease, and such Zemindar, if he complain in the 

i-se of the year, either to the Euzoor (Raja or Resident) or to the Courts of 

Adawlut his claim shall not be jadinitted of during the period tliat the 8ai4 
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village shall have been leased out hj the Amil as aforesaid. Knowitif^ all the 
above articles to be in the nature of a fixed order, let the same be observed accor- 
dingly. 

4^ With respect to the Amils and Canoongoes, they are first to call 
upon the village Zemindars and desire them to enter into engagements for their 
respective villages and to explain the nature of the offer, or tender to them in 
such manner as that the same may prove to them acceptable, and the Canoongoes 
are to fix the amount of their Cabooleeuts with such a view to equity and the natu- 
ral ability of their villages as to enable such village Zemindars to pay their 
revenue for the whole year, and they are to enter into their Cabooleeuts accor- 
dingly ; and wherever the Zemindars shall enter into engagements for their vil- 
lages upon the footing of this order^ such villages are not to be given in farm, 
but where the Zemindar shall refuse to enter into engagements for his village, 
or not abide by the Canoongoe's estimate, or be unable to give a respectable se- 
curity, in such cases, the Amil is, in conjunction with the Canoongoes and the 
principal people of the village, to commit the same in farm to an improving aud 
substantial farmer for the term of his own lease. 

5tk. The Pottah given by the Amil to the Zemindars and farmers shall 
remain in force till the expiration of the term of it. 

6tk. Where there are such sub-divisions in a village or Zemindaree where 
the partners have always separately held possession, it is necessary they, in like 
manner as is above directed for the Zemindars of whole villages, attend on the 
Amil with a respectable security,* and having entered into his or their Cabooleeuts 
remain in the management of his or their Puttee or share, but after the same is 
given to a Zemindar or &rmer, the Putteedar or owner of a sub-division shall not 
get possession until the lease expires* 

7th, There being sundry Ayma villages, which, before the accession of 
the Honorable English Company to the Government of this country, have du- 
ring the preceeding administration of the Nabob Vizier been sequestered, several 
of the proprietors of which, having got assignments in lieu thereof, one half of those 
assignments were also resumed or withdrawn during the continuance of the 
same native Government, it is therefore signified that if any of those Aymadars, 
relying on their former grants, should bring forward claims to be restored to 
to their lands, the same will not be attended to. 

8^. For the rest it is essentially incumbent, and necessary on the Amils, 
Canoongoes and those who pay the revenue to adhere to the three following rules, 
from the beginning of the cultivation for the Fuslee year 1 197. 

First, Let the Pottahs which the Amils are to give to the Zemindars, 
Putteedars and farmers, express, as well as the Cabooleeuts to be taken from the 
latter, in a proper, clear and distinct manner, the whole and entire sum payable 
by each Pottah-holder on every account in one sum for the whole year, since, 
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exclusive of such sum to be specified in the Pottah and Gabooleeut, neither shall 
he Aroil have power, nor can the Huaoor ever approve of any the least 
amount over and above such specified sum being taken from the Pottahdar either 
as Abwab, Ehercha or Sajer for trees <kc., so that whatever the Zemindars, Put- 
teedars and farmers have to pay must stand specified in the Cabooleeut. Second- 
ly, the said Zemindars, Putteedars and farmers are to issue Pottahs for the term 
of their own leases obtained from the A mils to their Ryots according to the 
draft of the Pottah contained in the regulations of the 25th of June 1788, 
wherein is to be specified the rates and Sjabetanah for every kind of cultivation 
(the same not exceeding those of the Fuslee year 1187) carried on by each Ryot 
who holds a separate culture ; the said Pottah specifying the measuring rod to be 
of 3 Derah lUahee and the Beegah being of 20 full Cottahs without any deduc- 
tion for Mowrahs or otherwise. Thirdly. It is incumbent upon and the duty of 
the Canoongoes to cause the 2 kinds of Pottahs aforesaid to be issued, Ist, from 
the Amils to the Zemindars, Putteedars or Ryot, and 2nd]y, from the Zemindars 
to the Ryot during this season of cultvation, and they are to look upon themselves 
as answerable for any neglect or failure on this head, and they are to distribute to 
the Zemindars, Putteedars and farmers copies of the draft or form of the Huzoor 
Pottah as contained in the regulations of the 25th of June 1788 to be issued to 
their Ryots, and by the 15th of Bhadon 1196 Fuslee, they (the said Canoongoes) 
are to transmit to the Resident's office accounts of the settlement of each Per- 
gunnah and of the amount of the Mofussil revenue, as fixed according to the said 
Pottahs, that it may thence appear which of the Amils and Canoongoes have in 
the Pergunnah respectively attended to and obeyed the orders of Government. 

On the above regulations the Resident has to observe that they have 
necessarily been prepared and issued without previous consultation with the Raja^ 
whose health has been for some time past in so bad a state as not only to con- 
fine him to his house and room, but to render him incapable of personal attention 
to business, and, as the rains have already set in, it became absolutely essential 
for the Resident to issue orders for promoting the next year's cultivation with- 
out delay, or that season would be lost on which depends the ensuing year's 
revenue. 

As to the regulations themselves they may justly be considered as a con- 
sistent sequel to those of the 25th of June of the by past year and are of course 
what appeared to the Resident the best adopted for promoting the general pros- 
perity of the country, and they are also, he believes, strictly conformable in their 
spirit and tendency to those which the Hon'ble the Court of Directors have 
transmitted for effecting a permanent settlement of the three provinces of Bengal, 
Behar and Orissa ; and although these orders have not been extended to the 
Zemindaree of Benares, yet to adopt the spirit of them or, in other words, to pur- 
sue the most likely means to secure the permanent prosperity of the Zemindaree 
of Benares cannot (the Resident supposes) but prove agreeable to the Government 
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Yet that the Raja would firom his heart approve of any thing like a per- 
manency to the Zemmdars of the Tillages under him, is, in the Resident's opinion, 
a thing not to be expected. It has been the mistaken and narrow policy of him- 
self and his predecessors, from the time of Bulwunt Sing to the present, to 
depress them and to render their rights of little or no avail. Still however, from 
the natural necessity of the case, they are permitted to rent most of the villages, 
not indeed on any permanent footing but as annual farmers, subordinate to other 
under-fisirmers, who are again dependant on the Amil of the Pergunnah,who pays 
to the Raja's Treasury. In this state of fluctuation and depression, they are for 
the most part reduced to a very low and indigent state from which it is one of 
the objects of the present regulations gradually to restore them, so as to enable 
them to become, in due time, the universal and permanent renters of their villages 
either under an Amil or otherwise, by paying immediately to the Raja, should the 
general abolition of Amilship be hereafter ever resolved on, a measure which might 
tend greatly to the public advantage. 

For the rest, it is not meant, nor do the present regulations at all extend 
to restore any Zemindars of Pergunnahs or other large portions of land, but merely 
to afford some permanency to those of the villagers who are actually in possession, 
but have long been treated on the footing of mere annual farmers. 

The Resident now sends a copy of the regulations of the 14th Instant, for 

the ensung cultivation to the four Adawluts of Benares, 
25th June. Further or ^ ^^, ••,*,. 

explantory order to enforce Jounpore, Ghazeepore and Mirzapore, to remain m each 
^^^uUtioneof the 14th ^^ those Courts for pubUc information, and as the 

Amil of Jounpore, has this day written that some few 
of the Zemindars of Anglee have lately come into Benares, which obstructs the 
present cultivation in their villages, the several Magistrates above named are 
now instructed to publish and proclaim throughout their limits, that notwith- 
standing this favorable intention and order for the benefit of the village Zemin- 
dars, yet with regard to those who shaU absent themselves from their villages 
during the present season of cultivation and not exert themselves in carrying on 
the cultivation thereof, these latter shall not be entitled to any attention, bat 
that on the contrary the Amils will let out such villages to farmei-s on leases for 
the same period as their own Sudder leases ; till the expiration of all which, res- 
pectively, those Zemindars can have no claim to restoration. 



28th June, from the Gov- Read the following letter from the Governor 

emor (General in Council _ , . ^^ ., j j ^ xu i^^u t ^ ^ 

upon the collections of 1195 General in Council under date the 17th Instant, 
and settlement of 1 196 and ^ 
futare measures to be taken 
for the country. 

The Resident observes that he will proceed without delay to carry into ef- 
fect, the several instructions and orders communicated 
Beddent^s remarks there- in the above letter beginning with such as required to 
be soonest issued. 
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In this view and towards carrying into eflTect aa far as possible at present 
the wishes of Government in respect to the ensuing set- 
the ensaing aettlementf tlement of 1 1 97 Fuslee, the following farther instruc- 

tions are now prepared to be issued to the Amils and 
Canoongoes as a sequel to those of the Uth and 25th instant. 

Further InstnictionB for Circular Order to all the Amils and Gannooa- 

tbat purpose to the Canoon- 
goes ADd Amils. goes. 

As in the Hookumnama of the 14th instant, you are authorized and direc- 
ted to make the settlement for the ensuing term of each Amil's lease with the 
village Zamindars and Putteedars, where there are such, and with respectable and 
improving farmers, where there are no hereditary claimants, you are now again 
required to proceed, as then directed, in concert with the Canoongoes and with 
due references to the ability of the lands and so as to enable the said village 
Zemindars, Putteedars and fanners to realize the revenue from the Ryots, without 
any where exceeding the rates of 1 1 ^7 Fuslee as already fixed by the Hookum- 
nama of 2dth of June 1788 ; and as in the said order of the 14th of this present 
month, it is farther specified that the Canoongoes are, on or before the 15th of the 
month of Bhadon, to make returns of the settlement thus made, it is hereby signi- 
fied for general encouragement, that they will then be taken into immediate con- 
sideration by the Resident and approved of and confirmed as far as the same 
shall appear consistent with the regulations of the 25th of June of the last and 
of the 1 4th of June of the present year. And ta the end that no persons, whether 
Zemindars, Putteedars or fiirmers, be deterred from entering immediately into 
their engagements or carrying on the cultivation by any apprehension that they 
may be losers in case the terms of any thereof should not be approved on the Ca- 
noongoe's report, as aforesaid, it is hereby declared that no village Zemindar, Put- 
teedar or feirmer, who shall enter immediately into their engagements with the 
Amils of the Pergunnahs with the privity of the Canoongoes according to the fair 
ability of the country, as founded on the rates of 1 187 Fuslee, and shall exert 
themselves in carrying on the cultivation, shall be dispossessed, and that those few 
who may for good and sufficient rea^sons be deprived, yet shall not be so without 
having all that he or they may have laid out in the cultivation repaid to them by 
order of the Resident ; and considering this and the great additional security which 
the village Zemindars, Putteedars and farmers will derive from the Resident's 
sanctioning their engagements with the Amils before the commencement of the 
ensuing year*s collections, the Resident is persuaded that this publication of his 
intentions in that respect will prove highly agreeable to all the parties ioterested 
and prove the means of the present year's cultivation exceeding that of all former 
years, and the Amils and Canoongoes of every Pergunnah are to know that their 
well being depends entirely on the conscientious discharge of the trusts thus com- 
mitted to them. 

80th June. Representation Read the following translation of a petition from 

from lUm Kishen of some _ „. , * ., - ,r ^ r. ^ i 

difficulties in respect to it. Ram Kishen Amil of Kureeat Sekhur. 
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" lit, Sheorftje Miaser is a Brahmin proprietor of the village Behlumpore 
vhich in 1195 Fuslee had its Juroma at 370 Rupees besides Abwab, and in 1196 
Fuslee, agreeable to the statement and pleasure of the Canoongoe, the Cabooleeut 
vas made out for 328, but now 84 Rs. is in balance and he openly opposes the pay- 
ing of it, and by the Brahmin tricks makes false objections and will not give the 
money. He has some Dustuoks on him, but I have not made them strict ones 
because perhaps he may wound himself^ therefore I am hopeful that a strict Dus- 
tuck may be issued from the Resident that he may pay the money. In case of 
delay there will be much balance left in the Pergunnah.. as others also will follow 
his example, as in that Pergunnah all of them are Brahmins ; and also I am hope- 
ful that three or four sepoys from the Resident may be stationed that no doubt of 
any kind may remain as to the cultivation." 

** ^nd. In this Pergunnah six Canoongoes have been appointed by Govem- 
mi^nt They are all enemies with each other in eveiy settlement or business ; 
they each pull different ways and injure the business of the Sircar. The parti- 
culars of this I cannot represent at present. I do not act contrary to the orders 
of the Resident in a hair, neither will 1, as must be known to you. I am hope- 
ful that such enquries may be made by the Resident that of these no one may 
be able to delay business. Many times publicly have they sent for the Assamees 
or people to their house and spoke to them in such a manner as must evidently 
.occasion delay and loss in the collections and cultivation. Therefore something 
is necessary to be done on this head ; if not, I shall fall into discredit and the 
Sircai^s business will be in a bad way." 

** Zr<L At this time an order is received from the Resident to the Canoon- 
goes for the settlement for 1197 Fuslee, and for the increase of the cultivation 
and population of the Pergunnah and specifying that until the end of Sawun 
the Zemindars, Pottahdars, whichever they be, are to attend the A mil and enter 
into their Zemindaree. My Protector, in the months of Magh and Fagoon the 
settlement for many places has been made for five years, and I, agreeably to my 
engagements of inarease yearly with the Resident, have also entered into agree- 
ments of increase with them and they are cultivating. If any Zemindars which 
the Canoongoes may send for from various places, and who for the space of 60 or 
60 years, shall have had nothing to do with their Zemindarees, shall be recom- 
mended, the first Cabooleeuts and Pottahs for 5 years which have been granted 
in many places will not remain, and it will be the cause of my difficulties. On 
this business whatever orders shall be issued, I will comply with." 

1st. On consideration of the above representation. 1st. A Dustuck is 
ordered to bring in Sheo Rauje Brahmin as requested. 

2nd. The Amil is informed that in a short time some arrangement will 
|)e made of the Canoongoe's department. 

4od as to the 3rd Article, the Resident, learning from the verbal applica- 
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tion of some of the Amils, as well as the above written one, that some idea has 
gone abroad that the old villages Zemindars, who were dispossessed many years 
ago, are meant to be restored in the ensuing settlement ; a circular notification 
is now therefore issued to all the Amils, signifying to them according to the 
regulation of the Governor General in Coimcil of the 11 th of April 1788, that 
no Zemindar who was dispossessed, "antecedent to the 1st of July 1775, the 
date from which the Company's sovereignity over the country may be said to 
have been established,'' shall be restored in the course of the ensuing settle- 
ment, but that only such village Zemindars and Putteedars as have subsequently 
to that period enjoyed possession, either for one or more years, shall be admitted 
to settle for their own lands during the present cultivation and ensuing settle- 
ment. 



4th July, caae relative to Bead the following letter from the Amil of Chow- 

the village of Bishnauthpore • tr a-j. 

in Chownuwy and order "^^ssy m Kuntlt. 
thereon. 

" As Buryar, Bajepoot, inhabitant of the village of Bishnauthpore, has 
settled and joined Guerow, a Brahmin, to be ready to rip up his own belly, 
whenever he desires it, in view of thereby prosecuting a false claim he (the 
Bajepoot) sets up to the Zemindaree of Bishnauthpore, which in truth belongs 
to Amaun Dobeh, the Zemindar of Beershahpore, whenever a peon is sent to 
forbid him, then the said Brahmin prepares to rip up his belly or to swallow 
poison or to dash an infant on the stones, and thus he prevents the cultivation 
from going on ; by means of which opposition and strife the village in question 
is left in a fallow and uncultivated state." 

" My kind Sir. The people here are such rascals that they think nothing 
of belly ripping or of swallowing poison, or of dashing infants against the stones ; 
I hope therefore that a Chuprassie may be sent to seize the said person and 
bring him to the Cutcherry, that the cultivation may be duly carried on," 

" I send under the Cazee's seal a Mehzer, or memorial, of the unjust strife 
and contention thus raised from which the whole wiU be known to you. I pro- 
ceed from village to village and am not a moment neglectful of the cultivation 
which throughout all my division is going on very successfully, with the excep- 
tion only of this single village. Until the Chuprassie arrives that wicked per- 
son will certainly not allow the cultivation to proceed ; I therefore hope that a 
Chuprassie may speedily be appointed so as to admit of the village in question 
being effectually cultivated." . 

The Mehzer or memorial, enclosed in the above, tends to prove that the 
of Bishnauthpore in question is the Zemindaree of Amaun Dobeh, but that his 
ancestors had placed it in mortgage with Eishen Deo Tiwary, Zemindar of Bin- 
dowly, who, after holding it during some time, relinquished it on account of the 
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heavy Jumma assessed on it, upon which it fell into the hands of Government, 
whose officers collected the revenue themselves or sometimes through a farmer ; 
and that as it is the rule of every Pergunnah, in cases where the mortgagees of 
villages give up the same on account of the weight of the revenue, that they can- 
not re-enter into the same, but that the Zemiudar, possessing himself thereof, 
takes the revenue on himself and pays it to Government, so that for some years 
past, Buryar, a Rajepoot, farmed this village, and that this year A maun Dobeh 
has taken it from Government, as being his Zemindaree and has paid its revenue, 
and that Caloo Tiwary, one of the children or descendants of Kishen Deo afore- 
said, has received more or less the amount of the mortgage bond from him 
(Amaun) and deposited the bond with him, but that now Guerow, the younger 
brother of Caloo being instigated by Buryar aforesaid, contends and means to 
occasion strife with him (Amaun) and will not admit of the cultivations being 
carried on : — The Resident orders that Roop Sing carry on the cultivation of the 
village in question himself, neither allowing it to be for the present possessed by 
either of the contending parties, until, by coming to Benares and preferring their 
respective claims, a positive decision can be passed on them. 



Read a letter from Omer Sing, Ameen at Khereed, setting forth in sub- 
stance that the cultivation is going on, but that the 
A,Sinr"KTe7eer*bout ^7^^ «° "iesirous of obtaining Pottahs from him and 
granting Pottahs and Tucca- some assistance in Tuccavee and that in the Tuppehs of 
voe and noticing tbe reasons -^, ^ , ., , « , . o^, , 

for a new settlement to be Bhansdee and Munear the revenue rates of 1 1 87 hap- 

made of this Pergunnah. pened to be SO much heavier and desproportional to 

those of the rest of the Pergunnah that the cultivators in those two particular places 
are very desirous of being, in their Pottahs of this year, placed on a footing in 
respect to their rates with the inhabitants of the other Tuppehs or sub-divisions 
of the same Pergunnah : — 

An answer is written authorizing the Ameen to reduce the revenue rates 
in the two Tuppehs in question in the Pottahs (which he is also directed to issue 
for the ensuing year 11 97 in conformity to the orders of the 1 4th ultimo) to the 
same standard as for the rest of the Pergunnah and tO| exert himself to the utmost 
in the cultivation of the Pergunnah which is committed entirely to his charge, 
as from the troubles that have unfortunately existed in Khereed through this 
year, which are to be imputed to the too large farming concern of the A mil 
Deljeet Sing, (the father of Kishen Narain), and to his attention being thence 
distracted so as to disable him from yielding the requisite attention to his pre- 
sent two distant districts of Mureahoo and Khereed, it is meant to continue with 
him only the former for the residue of the 5 years' lease, and consequently other 
measures will be taken for a new settlement of Khereed, of which the Ameen 
shall be hereafter advised. Meanwhile he is to consider his own authority as 
the sole effective one in the said Pergunnah from the date of his receipt of this 
order, without however preventing, but on the contrary of assisting, the farmer 
to collect whatever may still remain of the unrealized part of his Jumma. 
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And as to Tuccavee, Omer Sing is further iDfonned that he shall be supplied 
on his reporting what sum will be wanted effectually to carry on the GultiTation. 



It is here recorded that the best accounts have been hitherto received 

from the various Pergunnahs of the opportune fall of 

SucccMful progresB of the ^ain and of the successful progress of the cultivation 
cultivation and opportune- * ^ 

ness of the rains with causes in all parts with the exception of Budohee, the Raja*S 

Ip^^n^"" ^"'*''°' ^*^^ Jagheer, where it is said there has been yet little or no 

rain, neither are the Ryots there so well treated by 

the Raja*8 officers as to excite them much to cultivation. 

The rains were at first a little backward in the districts farmed by the 
A mils for Jounpore and Ghazeepore, but from each of those persons the Besident 
has within these 2 or 3 days received the most flattering accounts, that the rain 
has proved propitious and that the cultivation is going successfully on. 

For the rest the Resident has not thought fit to appoint Ameens as last 
year into every Pergunnah to encourage the cultivation, as in the Mehals which 
are leased for 5 years' it is certainly not only unnecessary, but might perplex and 
retard the efforts which the said 5 years' A mils will, impelled by their own in- 
terest, sufficiently exert for the promotion of the cultivation, as already satis- 
factorily enough appears from the progress they are making. Nor do all the Per- 
gunnahs leased for only one year require Ameens at the present season, because 
many of them are held by substantial Amils, who, knowing they run no risk of 
being changed at the end of the year, will, from similar motives with the five 
years* farmers, encourage and promote the cultivation to the utmost of their 
power. 

To some districts the Resident has however appointed Ameens or autho^ 
rised his agents there before employed to act in that capacity for causing the 
ensuing year's Pottahs to be granted and promoting the cultivation. The names 
of these Pergunnahs and Ameens are as follows. :— 

1st. Pergunnah of Khereed : Omer Sing, for the reasons above recorded. 

2nd. Pergunnah of Knrrindah : Ram Sing, because there will 

be anew settlement in it from 1197. 

Zrd. Pergunnah of Mnjewah : Bulwunt Sing, because the Zemin- 

dar and renter Phelwan Sing fell in 
arrears and there was some suspidon 
that he would be imable to make 
good his engagements which have 
this year proved larger in proportioir 
than his Mofussil settlement, but 
these difficulties are now all happily 
obviated or in a £ur way of bein|; 
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80 through the Aineen*8 aflsistauce 
and other fedr and available helps 
lately procured through Baboo Ousan 
Sing, this Zemindar's patron. 

4^ Pergannah of Dhoos : Takoory Bukshoo Sing, because as 

the renter will lose this year by the 
performance of his engagements he 
will not of course renew them on 
. similar terms. 

!iih. Talooka of Kumadaury : Muneear Sing, for nearly similar 

reasons with the last. 

Bth, Pergunnah of Agoree and Takooray Durbur Sing. He has 

Burhur: been there all the year, because 

without such a superintendence, the 
Resident was afraid to trust entirely 
to Riga Adil Shah's exertions. 

The Resident means this year to make some small advances of Tuccavee 
in the Mehals which are not rented for a term of years, not doubting but the 
Governor General in Council will approve thereof^ as in fact, it is no loss to Go- 
vernment and a very great advantage to this country. 



Read a letter from Mehendy All Khan, Amil of Shadeeabad stating a diffi- 
culty he is under relative to part of the Mofussil set- 
K^, p^^Bin^ w^^Vei^ tlement of his Pergunnah for the ensuing year accor- 
tions about the enBuing set- ding to the regulations of the Hth of June, from his 
tlement. 

having in the end of 1194 let 5 villages to the amount 

of 3,500 Rupees of Jumma on a 4 years' lease to fiurmers, beginning from the 
year 1 1 95, of which lease 2 years are expired and there remain yet 2 to elapse. 
The Amil admits that these 4 years' leases were made contrary to the regulations 
of the 25th of June 1788, having been indeed previously concluded, but that 
now, since the publication of the Hth of June 1789 has been published, the Ze- 
mindars refuse to allow the farmers possession, saying they will themselves, on 
the foundation of the present orders, enter into engagements and give seouritj 
for the payment of their own revenue and will also readily pay whatever claims 
the farmer may have on them. The Amil therefore requests orders on this 
subjeot, being himself, he says, equally perplexed on both sides how to deter- 
mine. 

The 2nd diffit^ulty is that in 1195, he has granted farms to the extent of 
eboat 8,000 Rupees to some formers on a five years' lease, of which 4 years yet 
remain unexpired, and these Pottahs or leases are, he says, in conformity to the 
regulations of the 25th of June 1788. But now the Zemindars of these places 
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are desirous and ready to be answerable for and agree for tbeir own revenue. He 
therefore here also desires instructions. 

On consideration of the above questions, the Resident has no difficulty in 

ordering the first mentioned class of leases to be re- 

^Mwers sent for his gui- ^^^^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ed for, with the Zemindars, 

because the Amil had no authority to make such, as his 
own lease was at that time confirmed to him no longer than to the end of 1 194, 
from the expiration of which these 4 year's leases were to commence. 

Ordered therefore that these Teases be resumed accordingly. 

But with respect to those for 5 years, or of the 2nd class, the Resident 
has much more difficulty, for although the regulations of the 25th of June 1788 
do not expressly, or in any words whatever, authorise the Amils to make Mo- 
fussil leases for a term of years and far less to make such leases with farmers 
in preference to the Zemindars, yet the five years' Government lease, afterwards 
granted to the Amil of this Pergunnah, did certainly invest him, if not with an 
express, at least with an implied authority, to conclude his Mofussil settlement, 
if he liked, to the same period, and if the Zemindars, refused to agree to the 
proportioual amount of the general assessment which, in the Canoongoe's estimate, 
their lands ought to bear, the Government farmer was then by the known uid 
established custom of the country at liberty to let the said lands to farmers. 

Before therefore the Resident decides on this part of the question, Mehen- 
dy Ali Khan is ordered to state why the said lauds were let to farmers, and, 
if the Zemindars refused to rent them, to state the circumstances thereof under 
the signatures of the Cauoongoes, after the receipt of which a decided answer 
shall be sent to him. 

Translation of the state of the Pergunnah of 
culut^atfonf Collection and g^^^^^^ ^ represented by the Amil, Ram Chand Pun- 
dit, with the Resident's orders thereon. 



AmiVs representation. Resident's order. 



1^ Pergunnah of BuUiah runs in length Uc, No order is necessary 

from the borders of Ghurrah to the £ast on on this first article, 
which it confines with the Pergunnah of Baheea 
under Shahabad. It is bounded on the South 
by the Ganges and in length is said to be 14 
Coss, and in breadth from the Ganges to the 
Pergunnah of Khereed, on the North in some 
places 4 in others 3 and in some 2 Coss. In 
the North East comer is the Jagheer of Shereat 
UllaKhan. 
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2nd. From the West to the East along 
the river side to the distance of about 2 Coss the 
cultivation is flourishing, there being only within 
the extent a veiy small portion of waste or 
fallow land in the villages, but on the North side 
from the West to the East, there is much fallow 
land, which is occasioned by this, that there are 
2 great tanks or lakes, the management of the 
waters of which having been neglected by the 
Amils the assistance that might thence be deriv- 
ed to the cultivation is not at present attaina- 
ble. 



2nd. The Amil is directed 
to make the necessary repairs to 
the two tanks in question so as 
that the full advantage that can 
thence be derived to the culti- 
vation may be secured. 



Srd. In the Tuppeh of Kumaee for 2 or 3 
Coss, there is a forest of large Plass, and other 
trees, and long grass occasioned by the said land 
adjoining three frontiers, namely on the south- 
west that of Cheet Buragong, on the north-west 
that of Kopah and on the north that of Ehereed, 
and as the Zemindars of all these places are tur- 
bulent and have always carried on contention 
with the Zemindars of BuUiah, therefore Raja 
Bhowayel Sing committed the villages of the 
Tuppeh of Kumaee to the Zemindar of Ehereed 
that they might enjoy the produce thereof and 
be always ready to fight with the Zemindars of 
Kopah and of Cheet Buragong, otherwise called 
Cheet Ferozepore. By this disposition the land 
in question has become fallow and woody, and if 
any Ryots undertake to bring any part thereof 
into cultivation, the Zemindars on all the 3 sides 
molest and obstruct them, and although the 
Zemindars of Khereed do cultivate it more or 
less, yet they do not carry it on eflfectually, but 
may be said to keep the Jungle in question as a 
place of asylum where, when they diflfer with the 
Amil of Khereed, they find a place of retreat. 
Having myself gone there and enquired into the 
means of conducting the cultivation, the Ryots 
all said that if any pemament Pottahs were given 
them to that eflfect, and security extended to 
them against the Zemindars of all the 3 sides, 
they would in 3 years root up all the Jungle and 
cultivate the land. 



3rd. Pottahsare to be grant- 
ed to the effect recommended in 
this Article. 
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ith. The Rjots of the villages situated 
along the lakes aforesaid represent that if means 
are taken to repair the Bunds and to level the 
heights that now in some place impede the course 
of the water and they obtain 3 years' permanent 
Pottahs for the cultivation of the fallow land, 
they will in 3 years bring the whole into cul- 
tivation, and I have accordingly agreed to the 3 
years* Pottahs which they want for the fallow or 
waste land as follows, at 3 annas per Beegah of 
the full measurement by the new rod in the 1st 
year, at 6 annas per Beegah for the 2nd year, at 9 
annas per Beegah for the 3rd year, and out of this 
I give up one anna to the village collector to in- 
duce him to promote the business and make the 
collections. And for the repairs of the Bund 
and the levelling of the ground, so as to allow a 
free passage to the waters, I have given orders, 
and the work is going on, but this much is neces- 
sary with regard to the cultivation of Kuniaee 
that a Havildar and 20 Sepoys should be there 
permanently stationed to prevent the neighbour- 
ing Zemindars from molesting the Ryots. 



^th. These rates are appro- 
ved for the Ryots but the ulti- 
mate settlement is to be made 
with the Zemindars of those 
places according to the orders of 
this year. 



A Havildar and 20 Sepoys 
will be stationed as requested. 



5^. As to the ground situated along the 
Ganges and in a state of cultivation, Pottahs 
shall be granted to the Ryots according to the 
regulations with consideration to the quality of 
the soil and the good will of the Ryots whereby 
it is very probable that whatever little fallow 
land remains, this will become speedily culti- 
vated and that not a Beegah or Ck>ttah will re- 
main in a fallow state. 



^th. This idea approved, but 
the settlement to be fixed with 
the Zemindars according to the 
Hookumnama of this year. 



6/A. In the Deara land or that which is 
annually flooded by the Ganges and where there 
is also a Jungle of Dhore (or of that kind of 
reed of which the native pens are made), I dis- 
patched laborers on my own part to root up the 
Dhore and now the Ryots of every village situa- 
ted along the Ganges are desirous of obtaining 
Pottahs and being thereon permitted to bring 
the whole into cultivation. 



6^. As there are said to 
be no Zemindars on this spot, 
the cultivation of it is entirely 
entrusted to the Amils. If there 
be any Zemindars, the Amil to 
be attentive to their rights in 
conformity to the regulations. 



71^ The following is a description of the 1th. The order of the 30th 
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Zemindars of Bnlliah. In several Talooks such as 
Sere<fec where before the possession of Raja Bho- 
wayel Sing's ancestors, there were ancient Zemin- 
dars, the descendants of the ancient Zemindars 
are still in being and after Raja Bhowayel Sing's 
forefather getting possession of the Porgunnah, 
thej divided these Talooks among their own bre- 
thren. Now these more ancient heirs contend 
with the more modern for their Zemindarees, 
which confusion is augmented by those of the 
family of Raja Bhowavel Sing having sold se- 
veral of the said Talooks, such as Zeerabusty 
<fec. to the Zemindars of Khereed and Shahabad, 
which occasions a further dispute between these 
two latter classes of occupants. In several villa- 
ges, such as Rhootee tkc. where Raja Bhowayel 
Sing's ancestora had appointed some persons to 
the management, in their descendants now pre- 
tend to be Zemindars ; and there are also several 
persons to whom the said Raja's ancestors, having 
for a consideration in money made separate allot- 
ments of laud, these and their descendants, hav- 
ing established villages on the ground in ques- 
tion, call themselves Zemindars of the places. 
There are still other Talooks, such as Huldee 
Ac., which the aforesaid Raja's ancestors used to 
keep in their own possession which they now 
pretend to be their own private or personal Ze- 
mindarees, but, in fact, as the Raja in question 
has got an allowance ft'om Oovemroeut in lien 
of his rights, what other claims of property can 
he have 1 



June 1789, which fixes the rights 
of Zemindars to those who have 
been one or more yeara in pos- 
session since 177^» ^s a clear line 
for the Amil's guidance. Neither 
Bhowayel Sing nor any persons 
ehiiming in right of this Rauje, 
who have not been in posses- 
sion of Zemindarees since 1775 
have any territorial right what- 
ever remaining nor are they to be 
allowed to exercise any such by 
the A mil. Should any person 
make claims to Zemindarees 
which the A mil cannot on the 
above grounds admit, he is to 
advise them to repair to the 
Moolky Adawlut to prove their 
claims. 



9th. As to the state of these Zemindars, 
of whatever class they are all in the last de- 
gree of poverty without having one of them the 
least substance or means of respectability. All 
of them are indebted to the merchants or ban- 
kers to such a degree that no respectable man 
of those orders will now venture to become 
bound for them and therefore they are obliged 
to have recourse to people to be their securities, 
who being in no wise responsible, do at the 
end of the year fall, of course, into confinement 



6^. The present low and 
depressed state of the village 
Zemindars arises no doubt from 
the former ill-usage they expe- 
rienced fi^m the native Gov- 
ernment, but when once they 
are inspired with a confidence 
in the justice of the present 
why should they behave amiss ? 
As to the Putteedarsor partners 
in villages where the shares are 
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along with their priuoipals, so that the one is clear and diBtinct, the Amil is to 
just as good as the other. In one Amil*s time make the separate settlement 
they fail and embezzle the collections, but at with them, or, otherwise, to 
length this is forgotten, and when a new Amil settle the revenue of the whole 
comes they get recommended by the Chow- village with the principal among 
drees and Canoongoes <fea, and at the period of the heirs, leaving those who dis- 
entering into the Cabooleeuts, they appearagain pute with him or their subor* 
to be trustworthy, but as, for their own embez- dinate sharers to establish tbeir 
element in the collections, they have recourse rights in the Courts of Justice, 
to the Ryots under them, these latter, unable to 
support their exactions, resort to other villages 
where they carry on the cultivation in the mode 
of Pay Kasht, whereby the rental of these villa* 
ges doth yearly diminish, but this year that the 
Ryots have obtained their full share of the pro- 
duce they are as ready as can be wished to pro- 
secute the cultivation. Wherefore I have en- , 
joined and required of each of them that they 
should first complete the cultivation in their 
own villages and thereafter go to carry on pay- 
kasht in others, which they have all agreed to, 
on condition that their villages remain Eham, or 
not be collected under a Zemindar or farmer, 
which I agreed to, and told the Zemindars and 
managers of the village that, in this next year, I 
would take Cabooleeuts from all those of them 
who could give a respectable surety and obtain the 
consent or good will of the Ryots, or that other- 
wise I would keep the collections Eham, yet that 
they should not be dispirited but remain atten- 
tive to the protection of the Ryots and that they 
should be favored (as usual) in having the rates 
of their own cultivation (Ehudkasht) on easier 
terms than the common ones, by which they are 
pleased and happy. But the disputes about their 
Puttees or shares are so intricate and invol- 
ved that to settle them all according to strict 
justice would require a length of time, some 
dating their claims from 8, others from 9 des- 
cents, so that it appears best to me that all the 
Putteedars should, in proportionuto their res- 
pective abilities, carry on as much cultivation 
as they can on their own account, obtaining also 
some favor in regard to the rates payable by 
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them, and desisting from disputes with e$ich 
other, but that nevertheless such as can give 
a respectable security and a Razeenama from the 
Rjots, shall have Cabooleeuts taken frx>m them, 
after adjusting the claims of the partners, or, 
otherwise, that such places be given to an im- 
proving and respectable fiumer. 



9th. The state of the Ryots is as follows : 
More than half of the whole are Brahmins and 
there are also some of the caste of Atteets, 
' Senassees and Badferoshes. They have all 
one way, and of them there are full twenty 
thousand who bear marks on their bellies and 
thighs of self-inflicted wounds with knives, and 
at present each of them carries about his person 
a sharp razor and for the most trifling disputes 
they stab and wound themselves, and on the 
slightest provocation they take old women and 
throwing them into huts set flre thereto, and 
. assembling in multitudes they surround and 
intimidate the Amil. As I was from the first 
determined to use the greatest steadiness and 
moderation and did repeatedly tell them that 
I had left behind me all my passions and that 
they might therefore do as they liked, by these 
means and the mercy of God, there hath hither- 
to no material accident happened, that is, no 
person hath yet wounded himself or committed 
any other enormity on account of the act of any 
officer, but among each other they flght like 
ma4men, insomuch that for a very inconsider- 
able dispute indeed two or three of them will get 
wounded, and some mortally, upon which the 
worsted party throw their killed or wounded 
on a bedstead with which they then proceed 
to the bead Cutcherry of the Pergunnah and 
exclaim aloud for justice. If they be then ask- 
ed why they did not come to seek justice before 
they fought among each other, they only an- 
swer by saying that they wiU put an end to 
their lives at the door of the Cutcherry. It 
would require a long dissertation to explain 
all this full3^, but as I cannot take up your 



9th, The Amil is in all res- 
pects to behave with due lenity 
to the Ryots, but on their pro- 
ceeding to the excess mentioned 
in this article, he is to act strictly 
in conformity to the Resident's 
orders of the 17th of January 
and the 7th of July 1789, by an 
adherence to which these prac- 
tices may be put a stop to. 
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time to such a degree, I have on a separate 
paper noticed 2 or 3 instances which will be 
pretty explanatory ; and notwithstanding your 
publication on that head they entertain not the 
smallest apprehension of what Government can 
in this respect do to them, particularly the in- 
habitants of some Tillages, such as Nugwah, 
where about 2000 Brahmins live together and 
are all in good and easy circumstances so as to 
enable them to carry on their tillage and agri- 
culture to advantage. The extent of land in 
the said village is about 1500 Beegahs, and as 
this does not suffice for their exertions, they 
extend their cultivating operations throughout 
20 other villages as Paykasht Ryots, but in 
every one of them they show their wanton 
licentiousness in regard to the payment of the 
revenue, keeping themselves always ready and 
prepared with a razor. I have heard that 2 or 
3 of them sacrificed themselves before Meer 
Sherf Ally, a former Amil's Pallankeen, on 
which occasion there arose such a tumult that 
the Meer was glad to seek his safety in a per- 
cipitate retreat, shortly after which however, 
Kaja Cheyt Sing despatched among them a 
Mohamedan Jamadar who punished them se- 
verely. Thus they have occasionally continued 
to act also in the time of other Amils. In 1195 
Fuslee they engaged to pay 2,500 Rupees, of 
which they only paid 1,800 Rupees and embez- 
zled the rest. This year, or 1196, the Canoongoes 
stated the revenue payable from this Pergun- 
nah at 3,000 Rupees, but as at the time of theur 
Cabooleeuts they carried on a violent and very 
indecent altercation with the Canoongoes, I did, 
in consideration to their influence and licentious- 
ness agree to take from them only 2,000 Rupees, 
of which however 400 Rupees remain still in bal- 
ance and they are of course always ready to 
have recourse to their old arts to prevent coer- 
cion, however justifiable. In this manner also 
the Brahmins of the villages of Agrowly and 
Hurhurpore, running away from the custody 
of the Peons they were under, have sat down in 
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their villages, and, although two Dustuks were 
at different times sent to bring them in, they 
refused obedience. I then sent a badge peon 
• of the Resident's, thinking that the sight of the 
badge would have an effect on them, but to this 
badge peon they also plainly declared " we 
will not go, but give up our lives," In this way 
there are wicked people in 2 or 3 other villages. 
Being helpless, and although it appeared plain- 
ly enough to me that they were deserving oi 
chastisement, yet I was deterred for fear lest onr 
my using force one or two of them might stab 
themselves, upon which their fellows would 
throw them on a Cot and carry them to you. 
I therefore remained silent and only gave out 
that when 1 should go up to Benares I would 
set forth their wickedness and get effectual 
means taken to bring them to reason, adding 
that whoever acted thus this year, I would 
myself submit to the loss, but that in future I 
would not allow such people to interfere in the 
cultivation, and now that this last mentioned 
season is arrived, if the manager on my part 
pretend to carry the threat into execution, they 
pay no attention to it but carry on their tillage 
in the night and say " if you oppose us we will 
will give up our lives." Thus in this Pergun- 
nah people wounding themselves and giving 
up their lives is a wicked device of their own 
policy, wherefore if you think proper I would 
recommend that a publication be made, that 
whoever shall, in their squabbles with each 
other, fight and wound themselves, or who 
shall set themselves up in opposition to the 
Amil, such persons shall be seized and sent in 
to you, and on their coming, or being thus sent 
in, if you will detain them for a few days in 
confinement, they and the others will give up 
this mad way of acting and it is certainly highly 
criminal in them. Thus, notwithstanding there 
being a Hakim or Amil on the spot, to proceed 
to fight upon the most trifling pretences with 
each other, tends, as I need not add, to the 
oversetting of all authority m the Amil, which 



This is already sufficiently 
provided for in the publication 
of the 17th January, but cer- 
tainly let such parties be sent in 
to the Resident and they shall 
be punished. 
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does of coarse mi^teriallj impede and obstruct 
the collections, besides which, the damage done 
to their own persons and loss of lives are cer- 
tainly to be regretted. By one man thus guil- 
ty being allowed to escape, others are encourag- 
ed. 

10th. As yon have issued a publication lOth, This article requires 

and regulations enjoining the revenue to be no particular answer further 
collected according to the rates of 1187, (the than a general approbation of 
Mai and Abwab being included in one aggregate), the Amil's conduct, 
and that Pottahs are on this footing to be 
issued, and as in BuUiah before the issuing of 
these regulations, Meer Mutchen had granted 
Pottahs to many, differing widely from the 
tenor required by those regulations, whilst 
many were left altogether without Pottahs, 
when, to remedy these defects, I called for the 
papers of the collections of 1187, the Canoon- 
goes answered, that during the year in question 
they were not thoroughly in possession of their 
offices and the Pergunnah was Muskukhussy or 
let out to Zemindars Sio. on gross sums, and 
that, whatever Cabooleeuts or engagements 
were that year taken, they know 'not at what 
rates the collections from the Ryots to make 
good such engagements were made, but that 
they would do their best to ascertain the parti- 
culars. Accordingly Muchalkas were taken 
from the village Putwaries to produce the real 
accounts, but in £Gtct all they gave in were found 
to be erroneous and fietbrieated^ and when this 
was ascertained by proof in some places, the 
Assamees, or parties paying the revenue, then 
wickedly set up a new plea, vte. that in 1187, 
they had been oppressed, and that they would 
not pay according to the year in question, but 
have recourse to the old scheme of giving up 
their lives. They also fixed among themselves 
to declare every field that yielded ample ptxxluce 
to be liable to pay according to the Nukdee or 
ready money mode, and those fields that yielded 
proportionably less they declared to be subject 
to the Betay mode or yielding its revenue in 
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kind. If any inquiry was attempted into these 
pretentions they become loud in vociferation. 
Considering, therefore, that it was not good to 
quarrel with them, as they might assemble and 
go to you in a body to (complain, I determined 
at all events to settle with them for this year. 



XXVn 



11^ The state of the. diflference between 
the measuring rods of 1187 and 1196 is this, 
that although the rod now introduced by au- 
thority makes 5 or 6 Cottahs per Beegah more 
in &vour of the cultivator than that of 1187, 
yet in view to the contentment of the Ryots 
I only fixed it at 2/| Cottahs. As to Eimkoot, 
or estimation of the natural produce, where 
the revenue is collected in the Betay mode 
where the estimator made out for instance, 20 
Maunds, and the cultivator objected thereto as 
not allowing that there was so much ; I told 
him to take his share of 20 Maunds, which he 
of course agreed to, and gave in writing that 
he was satisfied, but when the grain in ques- 
tion came to be weighed and there turned out 
for instance to be 25 Maunds, then the afore- 
said party, confessing himself in fault, begged 
to be admitted to his share of the 25 Maunds, 
which at length he was allowed, to settle the 
claim. 



1 1 th. The same observation 
applies to this article. 



In the Agoree Botay, (or where the natural 
produce is actually taken and divided between 
the Amil and cultivator), in several places, to 
settle the dispute, a certain and equal number 
of sheaves being placed on two ranges or sides, 
two notes or billets were then written, on one of 
which the Amil's and on the other the Ryot's 
name was written, and these two billets being given Agoree Betay. 
into the hands of a child of five years old that he 
might place one on each of the ranges, so that 
the sheaves whereon the Amil's billet was laid, 
should be his, and that on which the Ryot's 
name was placed, the Ryots. In this manner 
I kept the Ryots pleased, knowing such to be 
your intentions. 



The same observation appli- 
ed to this article. 

This seems a very good way 
of setting the division in the 
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I2th. Notwithstanding all I, from time 
to time, used to say to the Ryots of their present 
security under the new regulations, yet they 
did not rely thereon, but answered that such 
was the common language of Amils during the 
course of the year and till towards the end of 
it, when they changed their tone and conduct ; 
but as by the blessing of God the Ryots have 
seen my engagements with them perserved even 
to the end of this year, they have now entire 
confidenoe in what 1 say to them and have in 
consequence from even the beginning of Jeyt 
shewn their readiness to proceed to the ensuing 
year's cultivation and have applied for Pottahs. 
In answer I have told them that they must, in 
order to bring all the waste land into cultivation 
include in their Pottahs for the cultivated land 
a proportion of the fallow also, and that on this 
footing in view to qualities of the ground and 
soil and in conformity to the regulations of 
Government, I would give Pottahs, but that, 
neither should any one Beegah of ground re- 
main without it's Pottah nor any Pottah pass 
without my signature, that in future there 
might beno room for disputes ; and that exclusive 
of the sugar-cane and Koyror cultivation, which 
are always paid for according to the Nukdee 
mode, the Hurjins or general crop of grain <fec. 
should not be confounded, or the fields thereof 
mixed and blended together, so as partly to pay 
by the Betay and partly by the Nukdee system, 
80 as to oooasion disputes on that head at the 
time of the Kunkoot or estimate of the produce, 
or to afford them an opportunity of insist- 
ing on all the productive parts being Nukdee 
and all unproductive Betay that therefore the 
lands of each village should from the beginning 
of the year be divided in separate tracts of 
Nukdee and Betay, and that in presence of my 
people the Ryots should be obliged to bestow as 
much care and labor on the Betay allotment as 
they do on the Nukdee, and that they must give 
Machulkas to this effect, which they have done, 
and are going on with their business accordingly. 



12^^. This exactness with 
regard to the Pottahs is very much 
approved and the A mil's counter- 
signing the Zemindar^s Pottahs 
to the Ryots will be very proper, 
for the ensuing year at least. 



This is also approved ofl 



I>o. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



SETTLEMENT APPENDIX. 



XXIX 



13^. Now that your orders of the 14th 
of June 1 789 have been issued relative to the 
mode of giving Pottahs they shall be issued ac- 
cordingly. 

Mth. As the accounts of the collections 
of the villages unfarmed (Kham) were not quite 
settled on account of the differences arising 
from the measuring rods, and the estimate of the 
cotton crops not being quite ascertained, 1 gave 
up the crops of each village on taking good se- 
curity; and when, the difference in the rods 
being ascertained, the accounts were produced 
the season of cultivation arriving, I there- 
fore postponed the collection of the balances for 
a time that the Ryots might not become indis- 
posed and be disheartened with respect to til- 
lage, and I shall therefore, with due consideration, 
collect the balances from the securities. 

15^;^. The state of the Tuskhees or as- 
sessment of the revenue is as follows :— 

I6ih, When I first left Benares, I went 
to Suktes Ghur, having first sent Hetcheram, 
my Gomashtah into BuUiah that he might 
take from the Canoongoes and other well in- 
formed people of the Pergunnah the Doul or 
estimate of the Jaydad for each Talook sepa- 
rately, in order that on my own arrival there 
I might satisfy myself as to the amount to be 
collected ^d set the business agoing. According- 
ly Hetcheram on reaching the Pergunnah call- 
ed for the Doul from the Canoongoes. Dereao 
Narain, Canoongoe, said that he and his col- 
league, the other Canoongoe, would not deliver 
the Doul jointly, but that each would give in 
their own statements thereof. Accordingly Oudy 
Lai did first give his Doul, after which the 
Chowdry Rujeb Ali gave his, and afterwards 
Sohen Dass, the Gomashta of Atmaram Dobeh 
was told that, as he had always been used to 
assist in the furtherance of the business of the 
Amil, he should also give in a statement. 



1 3^ Approved and the re- 
gulations in question to be al- 
ways his guide. 



14^. This proceeding was 
highly proper and is approved of. 
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That person said he would indeed give a state- • 
ment, but that if his name appeared in it, De- 
reao Narain the Canoongoe's ill-will to him 
would be increased. Thereon Hetcheram pro- 
mised not to disclose his name and he then 
gave a Doul. On my own arrival in the Per- 
gunah I declared that nothing could be done 
towards the collections till Dereao Narain 
should give his Doul, and at my instance he 
was at length prevailed on to give a Doul. 
The Doul of Ondy Lai was Rupees l,30,f 00. 
of Gourshaby currency. That of Bujeb Ali 
Rupees 1,47000; that of Sohen Dass, Rupees 
1,43,000, and that of Dereao Narain, Ga- 
noongoe, Rupees 1,S5,000. On comparing the 
four Douls together, they appeared greatly to 
vary from each other and they each declared 
that as he or they were exclusively to be em* 
powered, they would each, respectively, make 
up and realize their own Douls, on condition, 
however, that no other person's word or influ- 
ence should operate. Dereao Narain was ask- 
ed by me whether he had well considered and 
ascertained the materials of his DouL He an- 
swered, yes, and said that if I would set out he 
would prove to me in eight day's time its good 
foundation by occular demonstration. I an- 
swered that I could hardly conceive eight days a 
sufficient time to ascertain all the revenue funds 
in the country, and the season having then 
greatly elapsed, insomuch that the month of 
Fagoon had arrived, I told him to proceed with 
the Mofussil Tushkees or settlement upon his 
Doul, if he was well convinced of its being 
substantial. At this period Raja Bhowayel Sing 
(the former Raja of the country) came with 
Sunnehy Ram, Tewary, a Mahajun or Banker. 
I observed to the Raja that he, having long 
had a friendship for me, should join and assist 
us in the formation of Tushkees, or Mofrissil 
settlement, that no evil might any where hap- 
pen. I then assembled the Malgoozars and be- 
gan the Tushkees with the assistance of the 
Chowdry, Canoongoe and Raja aforesaid. I first 
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observecl that I had not actually myself seen the 
Jaydad, or funds, but that I made the Tush- 
kees on the Doul of these best acquainted, and 
on that footing I invited all those Malgoozars 
who saw their interest in so doing, and that 
they would be able to perform their engage- 
ments, to give a Cabooleeut, declaring, that to 
induce any man to enter into such engage- 
ments, I would neither use force nor solicita- 
tion, for that the business of a Cabooleeut de- 
pended on the good will of both parties, but 
that all those who entered into Cabooleeuts were 
to make their collections from the Ryots accord- 
ing to the regulations of the presence, and that 
those who this year should keep the Ryots con- 
tented, and should pay the revenue of Govern- 
ment punctually, should be kept in possession 
for the ensuing year, and I should adhere to my 
engagements and in no respect make any fur- 
ther demands, for that in truth I meant not to 
practise the arts of an Amil, but to act with 
the regularity of a Mahajun or a banker. The 
Malgoozars having understood all these parti- 
culars applied for Cabooleeuts, insomuch that 
in about 3 days* time Cabooleeuts to the amount 
of nearly 26,000 Rupees were completed. On 
inquiry into the particulars of each Cabooleeut 
it appeared that between these people there ex- 
isted strong contention, partiality and resent- 
ments. Thus it appeared that the two Canoon- 
goes were secretly contending against each 
oth^ and that between Dereao Narain, Canoon- 
goe, and Sohen Dass, the Oomashta of Atma- 
ram Dobeh, there had been a contention for 
a length of time, so that the villages which 
had for many years been rented by Atmaram 
Dobeh, Dereao Narain caused to be given to 
others on an increased rental, and on the other 
hand the villages in which Dereao Narain did 
himself carry on the cultivation, or in cases 
where Dereao Narain wished to favor any par- 
ticular Malgoozar, there Sohen Dass, the Go- 
mashta of Atmaram Dobeh, caused such places 
to be given to others on an increased Jumma, 
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and in other places, where, last year, one Put- 
teedar or partner had excluded another, by 
himself giving a Cabooleeut, the excluded Put- 
teedar did this year, by giving a Cabooleeut 
through another person, re-enter into posses- 
sion. On a view of these particulars I considered 
that however much this mode of acting might 
accord with the interested views of an Amil in 
order to increase the Jumroa, yet ultimately it 
would never answer, for that, in truth, the Doula 
given in by those different people were made 
out in reference to the collections made by 
former Amils, and in some places from motives 
of private resentment, and that although they 
would give Cabooleeuts, yet in future they 
would ill-use the Ryots, which would occa- 
sion many complaints and much vexation and 
impede the ensuing year*8 cultivation. I fur- 
ther considered that I had this Pergunnah com- 
mitted to me, not for the purpose of making 
emoluments, and that it was the Resident's 
orders that the revenue should be coDected ac- 
cording to the produce or funds only in con- 
formity to the Hookumnama regulations of the 
25th of June 1 788, and that the next years' 
cultivation would be the touchstone, whereby 
to appreciate all the AmiFs conduct. I re- 
membered also that I had been told that this 
Pergunnah was given to me that my conduct 
in it might serve for an example to others, 
and from all these considerations I deemed 
it improper that the Tushkees or Mofussil 
settlement should be made in this heavy man- 
. ner. Wherefore, setting all their counsel aside, 
I set out myself to make a curcuit through 
the Pergunnah. This indisposed Dereao 
Narain, Canoongoe, against me so that in 
those places where his cultivation was, and for 
which Sohen Dass had entered into Caboo- 
leeuts^ he there excited the Zemindars to pro- 
ceed to the Resident to complain, but before 
the complaints arrived, I tore eight of the Ca- 
booleeuts which had, from the competition bet- 
ween Dereao Narain and Sohen Dass, been made 



The proceedings of the 
Amil in the settlement of last 
year, as described in these twa 
articles, in which, giving up his 
own immediate profit, and over- 
looking and uninfluenced by the 
animosities among the Canoon- 
goes and other principal inhabi- 
tants of Bulliah, he made such 
a settlement as the country 
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out on the footing of an increased Jumma, and 
submitting to or pr^erring the loss, I kept the 
collections of these places in my own hands 
without letting them, and after that whatever 
Cabooleeuts were made out, were so in view to 
the easy completion of the revenue on the 
footing of the Regulations. In this way all 
the people and Canoongoes told me that I was 
willingly running on my own loss. I answered 
that it did not signify, for that if the Ryots 
remained contented the cultivation of next 
year would take effect without trouble or soli- 
citation, and with respect to a few of the 
Cabooleeuts, first made out as above described, 
such as Dehgar Sere, Chutta and Begwaee 
where, in truth, the rental was heavy, it turned 
oat that the sum stipulated to be paid could 
not be realized. But I enjoined the Zamindars 
to beware of ill-using the Ryots and that here- 
after, having enquired into the causes of the 
failure, means should in some other way be pur- 
sued to provide for the realization of the ba- 
lances, whereby the Ryots of those places have 
remained in security and are exerting them- 
selves for the ensuing cultivation. Had there- 
fore all the rest of the Pergunnah been put 
under Cabooleeuts in that way there would cer- 
tainly have been an ostensible show of advan- 
tage, but the sequel would have shewn its falla- 
ciousness. Thus I clearly perceived that if ac- 
cording to the advice of the Canoongoes and 
people of the Pergunnah, who have each re- 
sentments against one another, the Amil was 
to proceed to make the Tushkees or settlement, 
the cultivation of the country would not be 
thereby promoted, because one man was ready 
to ruin another for his private end, and ano- 
ther from motives of favor and partiality was 
ready to cheat Government out of its due 
rights. 

Horetofore or of late years when the 
Naibs of the late Amil went into that Pergun- 
nah the manner of proceeding was this^ that 



could ^bear, is highly meritori- 
ous. • 
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the inhabitants there, mi^ng a provision for 
some advantage to that Naib, caused the set- 
tlement to be made with some Malgoozar or 
Mocurrureedar on a bribe given, and, when the 
latter fiedled, the Naib shut his eyes and let the 
country run to ruin as it might. I always de- 
clared that I was not a Naib ; that whatever I did 
should be done publicly so as that all men 
might witness my proceedings and the Canoon- 
goes might register every particulars. 



17 th. There are two principal Mocurruree- 
dars in Buloah viz,^ Atmaram Dobeh and Sun- 
nehyram Tewar^, but the profits on their Mo- 
currurees have been brought to account by the 
Canoongoes in their Doul of this year, and the 
same does of course form part of the funds for 
the settlement. Yet these persons will not 
agree to pay an iota more than their Mocur- 
rurees. I considered that if their grain should 
be sequestered it would be spoiled, wherefore 
I gave them an Amil Dustuk, but would not 
take from them a Gabooleeut, nor can the dis- 
pute about their Mocurruree be settled any- 
where but at Benares. I therefore have sepa- 
rately stated their representations on this sub- 
ject. The Vakeels of both parties are here in 
attendance. What you are pleased to signify 
to them I will conform to both for this and the 
next years. 



17^. The cases of these 
two Mocurrureedars have been 
settled as notified to-day to the 
Amil and recorded in this day's 
proceedings. 



I8th, The Canoongoes who set them- 
selves up for the sole rulers are nevertheless 
not entirely pure and disinterested ; they have 
their dislikes and partialities, they pretend to 
act for the public weal and cover their designs 
with a fair outside, but do, in fact, mortally 
hate each other. In this manner the Amil is 
at a loss how to act between them ; at the same 
time that without their advice he cannot take 
any step, because they will otherwise excite 
some party or other to go and complain as well 
as misrepresent the particulars in the Akhbar 
or news which they transmit to the Resident, 



1 8^. A Perwannah as here 
solicited is to be this day writ- 
ten to the Canoongoes. 
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It is therefore greatly to be wished that they 
could be made to act with unity as their dis- 
cord leaves the Amil, liable to mistake his road. 
If therefore you think fit, let a Perwannah be 
issued to them that both the Cauoongoes shall 
unitedly, and in terms of good will and accord, 
make their representations to the Amil, and 
that they shall both sign all the papers which 
they send to the Resident, or otherwise that 

the Akhbar which one of them only shall send This order to be issued aa 

to the Resident*s Cutcherry shall not be confid- required, 
ed in. This order may probably induce a re- 
conciliation between them and produce a due 
discharge of their duty. 

I9(h. The Tushkees or Mofussil settle- 
ment is 1,17,000 Gourshahy Rupees, but as 
hitherto the Jummabundy or rental of some 
Tillages, not farmed, is not closed, and as the 
amount to be paid by those two Mocurrureedars 
is not settled, the papers and accounts cannot be 
completed till that bo adjusted and the ac- 
counts of receipt and disbursements, including 
the collect it»n8 on the Mai and Abwab and the 
payments to Government and charges of estab- 
lishment and collections, <fec. shall faithfully 
and without diminution or amplification be pre- 
sented to you, since all my rules consist in my 
fidelity, and that in all cases I consider my 
welfare to depend on giving you satisfaction. 



IDth July. From Amil of ^^^^ **^6 following translation of a letter from 

Shadeeubad. Mhendee Aii Khan, Amil of Shadeeabad :— ' 

I have sent the Kist or instalment of Bhadon which is the last. The 
Teep for it will be laid before you. I hope you will now grant my Farigh 
Khuttj or acquittance for the Fuslee year 1196. 

In this year I am a loser of Rupees 2,6:^0 which I have paid as a penalty 
from, my private property, but I have in no respect objected, but have been 
regular in paying the Government's revenue in strict conformity to my engage 
ments. The particulars of this penalty and loss will become apparent to you 
when the accounts of the Perguunah are laid before you, yet this loss and penalty 

C 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



XXXVI SETTLEBIENT APPENDIX. 

have not been incurred by your fixing the rental too high, but from the good will 
of the Canoongoes and their defect of understanding ; for instance where in 
in your orders it is said that the Canoongoes are appointed for this that they 
may assess the rates of 1187 upon the present produce of each village, and there- 
upon to prepare a Doul or statement thereof, and then cause the Zemindars to 
enter into engagements to the Amil accordingly : — 

My kind Sir, Had the Canoongoes acted in this manner I should, upon 
the cultivation which I have caused or effected in the Mofussil, certainly not 
have collected less than 90,000 Rupees, but the Canoongoes adhered tenaciously 
to the papers of the Doul which they gave in to you at the beginning of the 
year, and caused the Ryots of each Tuppeh to enter into engagements with me for 
the very same sums which stood inserted in that account, ^and howsoever much 
I remonstrated against their not assessing the rates of 1187 upon the present 
cultivation, they said. " We will adhere to our Doul delivered at the presence. 
So much are you to take." Being helpless I got Cabooleeuts to that amount, and 
about 7,000 Rupees on account of balances remaining with the Rjots, together 
with Nankar <fec., have proved deficient from the amount of the Doul given by 
them, and I am the loser thereby. 

I am hopeful that you will now issue an order to the Canoongoes to 
the purport above mentioned as written to me, viz. that the Doul of the Pergun- 
nah which they delivered in to you in the beginning of 1 196 Fuslee is not adap- 
ted to the state of the cultivation of 1197, and also that the Jumma has not 
been fixed as Istumrar or permanent to the Zemindars, so as that, whatever in- 
crease there may be in the produce, they are never to exceed their first Jum- 
ma ; but it is necessary for the Canoongoes that in conformity to the rules of 
1187 Fuslee, they do make up their Douls, according to the assessment of the 
said rates, on the actual cultivation, and cause the Cabooleeuts of each Zemindar 
to be delivered to the Amil accordingly. 

When such a Perwannah shall reach them they will be settled, and, un- 
der your auspices, the cultivation of 1197 Fuslee is such, that I shall make up 
the loss of this year in a quadruple proportion, because I have during this sea- 
son so cultivated the Pergunnah that in truth there has not been such cultivation 
probably in it for these 40 or 50 years past, for in the laud cultivated last year 
all the Khureef crop has been sown, and for the Rubbeo crop all the Jungle and 
waste land is preparing. 

When, according to the rates of 1197, in the way that all Benares is 
settled, I get the settlement, certainly the sum total 1 shall have to receive 
from the country wOl not be less to me than 90,000 Rupees, whereas if the Ca- 
noongoes do, as in 1196 Fuslee, maintain it as Istumrar or permanent, and cause 
me only to receive Cabooleeuts for the former 79,700 Rupees of Mai and Abwab, 
of which they delivered in the Doul at Benares, I shall in that case, as in this year^ 
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annually suffer the same losses by the balances that will remain with the Ryots, 
or frum occasional drought hurting any part of the crop, so that my advantages 
will never be any thing. 

A Copy of the above representation is sent to the Canoongoes of Sha- 
deeabad with instructions to report, whether the A mil's 
Raeident'B order on nbove. gtatement of his loss for this year be well founded, and 
also directing them to make the 4 years' Mofussil settlement with the Zemindars 
in reference to the rates of 1187 upon the Hal Hasil or actual produce, but with 
same allowances of Nankar <&c. to the Zemindars of villages as allowed for that 
year. They are also directed to have an eye in the four years' Mofussil settlement 
to provide in that of each successive year for the gradual small increase in the 
Amil's engagements with Government, and finally to report whether there be any 
and what objections to the execution of this order. 



Messrs. Gilchrist and Charters having preferred the 
Measrs. Gilchrist and Cbar- following charges against Cassim Beg the Amil of Heve- 
Bcg. ^^ le© Ghazeepore, they are now translated and sent to 

the said Amil for his answer. 

Ist. " We accuse Cassim Beg of having given Pottahs to Zemindars and 
Moostajirs upon so high a Jumma that they could not possibly fulfil their engage- 
ments to Cassim, and at the same time obey Mr. Duncan's regulations founded 
on the Sun 1187." 

2nd, " We accuse him of having settled most if not all his Kucha villages, 
on the Goozushta, m., the Sun 1195, and with having, neglected to measure them 
agreeably to Mr. Duncan's orders on that subject." 

3rd. " We accuse Cassim Beg of contempt and disobedience of Mr. Dun- 
can's last orders for the Turuddood and Abadee of the Sun 1197 by substituting 
a false Goozushta formed on the Sun 1195 contrary to regulations for the Sun 
1196, instead of the Goozushta that ought to have been settled by Mr. Duncan's 
orders agreeably to the Surisbia and rates of the Sun 1187." 

(Signed) GILCHIUST and CHARTERS. 

The Resident taking into considei'ati^n the present state of the Pergunnah 

of Hevely Ghazeepore, including the charges that have 

sudTlU^^gto^Ikt the been made by Messrs. Gilchrist and Charters against 

■ettlement of Hevely Gaaee- the farmer thereof, and having also for some time past 

pore and his inatructions. , ^ i , /. 

tmderstood that the farmer m question was desirous, in 

consequence of those disputes, to relinquish all further concern in the District for 
the 4 remaining years of his lease, although his signification or assent in writing 
to this effect hath not yet been received, and the Resident being fui-ther desirous 
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und deeming it at all eveuts neoessary, to take care of the ciiltivation and to make 
a proper settlement in that Pergunnah for the future years, and thinking it may 
in this respect be a proper place to make an experiment of the 10 years* settle- 
ment recommended by the Governor General in Council in his Lordship's com- 
manda of the 17th June last, doth, with these views, now appoint Mirza Assud 
Ulla Beg to proceed as Ameen into the said Perguiioah with the following in- 
Btructions. 

Having great confidence hi your integrity and experience in the business 
of the revenues, I have made choice of you to proceed as Ameen on my part 
into the Pergunnah of Heveley Ghazeepore to encourage and promote the ensuing 
year's cultivation, and tg make the Mofussil settlement in the manner following. 

For your fuller information as to the intention of Government you are 
furnished with a copy 6f the regulations of the 25th of 

issued during the course of the month of June of 
the current year, namely those under dates the 14th, 25th, 28th, and 30th of last 
month, to all which you are to adhere. You are also furnished with a copy of 
Cassim Beg's 5 years* engagements with Government, which I should not have 
infringed upon so far even as to depute you on your present commission, but 
that Cassim Beg has been charged with the open breach of the regulations of 
the 25th of June 1788, by having made the Mofussil settlement and collections 
of the year now expiring, ns well a^ the settlement (as far as he has proceeded 
therein) of the ensuing one, on terms so high as to render it impossible for the 
Zemindars, Putteedars and under-rentors to discharge their contracted revenue 
with him, by an adherence to the rates of 1 187, or otherwise than by collecting on 
the Goozushta or rates of 1195. You are therefore, as far as regards CHSsim 
Beg's progress in the settlement for the ensuing year, to enquire into and report 
whether he has made it upon and consistently with the preservation of the rates 
of 1187, and as far as he may have done so, and consistently also with the or- 
ders of June of the present year for making the settlement with the Zemindars, 
you will confirm the same ; but wherever his Mofussil settlement for the en- 
suing year (as far as he may have concluded it) shall exceed the aggregate that 
<5an be collected on the united Assil and Abwab and rates 1187, (of which and 
of the additions made from that to 1195 or the Goozushta, copies have been 
furnished to you), or where, without due cause, the Zemindars shall have been 
passed over and their lands let to farmers, you are to reduce such excessive Mo- 
fussil settlements to the standard required by the regulations of the 25th of 
June 1789 and Ist.of July of the same year, the latter of which is addressed 
to the Canoongoes and specifies that the difference between the new and old Xal 
or Lutteh is to be paid by the Ryots, or in other words that they are to pay the 
same money or value for an equal quantity or extent of such land produce res- 
pectively, as they did in 1187. But as, in the course of this year, it appeared thai 
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in the old Nals or Luttch (measuring rods), the Ryots had been defrauded by the 
Amils unduly shortening them by deducting from their length the Mowror 
Loops at each end, it has been ordered by a circular Perwannah under date the 
1 2th of May, that the difference between the 2 measuring rods in each Fergunnah 
should be ascertained by taking the full length of the old one in each Pergunnah 
without allowing for the deduction on account of the Mowr or loops at each end* 
According this mode the old Lutteh of Hevely Ghazeepore has been found to be 
3 Biswa 1 3 Biswasees shorter than the newly established one of 3 Derah lUahee, 
the money value of which amounts to 6^ Dams or 3 J annas over and above the 
rates of 1187, which the Ryots will have to pay where their land is measured 
hj the new rod for additional quantity of produce in the Beegahs thereby asoer^ 
tained to be in their cultivatioa respectively. 

Knowing and attending to all these particulars, you are ta proceed to 
make the Mofussil settlement with the Zemindars and Putteedars for the ensu- 
ing year, and if you find on a local enquiry into the circumstances of the Per- 
gunnah that the Zemindars and Putteedars may be trusted and are in general fit 
objects of the favor of Government^ you may fix their leases for 10 yeara certain in 
manner following : — 

1^. According to the fair ability of the respective villages and Putteesj 
'so as not to oblige the Zemindars and Putteedars to exceed in their collection 
from tliC Ryots the rates of 1187 as above explained; and, on the contrary,^ 
that they shall not exceed them must be made an express clause in their Caboo- 
leeutd and be stipulated for^ subject to such a fine as Government may inflicts 

2ndly. Where the village is arrived at its full or nearly its full state of 
cultivation, let the rent be there fixed for the 10 years at the same rate as for 
the first year, but where above ^th is waste but arable, let there be a gradual 
moderate Russed or increase, to the 5th or 6th year in consideration of the Go- 
vernment's right to some share of the profit that will accrue to the Zemindara 
or Putteedars by bringing such waste land into cultivation, 

Zrdly, A clause is to be inserted in each Cabooleeut for the It) years' 
Bettleraent that whatever balance may be incurred in the amount of the proprie- 
tor's engagements shall be recovered by the sequestration and sale of the pro^ 
prietor's property, including the land of his Zemindaree or Ptittee^ whenever 
Government shall order the same to be put up at auction. 

4thly, The article of spirituous liquors and of Gbur Duary, and any other 
Sayr articles that may remain in the country unabolished by the late orders, is 
to be kept separate from the Zemindar'& Cabooleeuts and collected separately by 
the Agents of Government. 

6thli/. Villages without proprietors to^be settled by leasing them to respect- 
able and improving farmers for 10 years, on their giving creditable security ; and 
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for the rest on the same principles as above directed for Zemindars and Put- 
teedars. 

^thty. Where the Zemindars and Putteedars will not agree to a reasonable 
Jumma on the footing aforesaid, you are to settle their villages as directed in 
the preceeding or 5th article, reporting what in such case jou maj think neces- 
sary for the subsistence of the rejected Zemindars and Putteedars. 

Idily. No minor or female to have a settlement made with them, but the 
lands in that case to be farmed to a friend of the family upon security to pay the 
Government revenue as well as 10 per cent, on the Jumma for the maintenance 
of the female or minor during the period of the farm. 

9thly. The Kistbundee to be so drawn out as to render the Zemindars and 
Putteedar's and farmer's payments to Government easy to themselves and to the 
Ryots under them, and if the number of Kists can with safety be reduced let 
them be so as far as possible. 



of 'Swe'i'b JT *: "^l R«>d tl.e following translation of a letter from 

gress of the cultivation in Mirza Mhendee, the A mil of the Pergunnah of Sha- 
that Pergunnah. 

deeabad. 

By your auspices the Jungles have been cut and are cutting down, the . 
lands are hoeing <fec. for the purpose of cultivation, but how can I state to you 
the flagrancy of the Zemindars who were not before inclined to improve, but now 
are hot on it and ten of them run to one spot with that view and prevent each 
other, by asserting it to be individually their province. As a proof of this the 
Zemindars of the village of Yoosoofpoor and those of Burhul and Jora, amoun- 
ting altogether to near two thousand men in one body, collected to cultivate the 
village of Kootehun which had been waste for 5 or 600 years. For these two 
days it has nearly happened that thirty or forty of them had been killed. It 
would be advisable for you to station a Chuprassie with me for 20 days. I 
would send him to the spot to permit the people to carry away as much of the 
Jungle as they could to prevent dispute, but not to restrain them from cultivating 
as much as each of them might be able, and in the next year for them to enter 
into writings to engage for the revenue according to the quantity they might have. 
A Chuprassie is ordered for the purpose requested in the letter above recorded. 



The Resident taking into consideration the bad management of Ishuiy 
Buksh, the farmer for 5 years of Ghurra Dehma, who 

9th An^et. Cha^e o£ ^^ ^^^ien heavily in arrears in the regular payment of 
Qhnrra Dehma given to Ram •' o r j 

Chunder Pundit to make a his latter Kists and has also, by under-renting the 

years se eme r i^nda of several of the village Zemindars to one of 
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the principal among them, occasioned great dissensions in those Pergunnahs 
throughout the greatest part of the year, — it is on these accounts now determin- 
ed to dispossess the said Ishurj Pershad of his farm from the end of the 
current year; and as the two Pergunnahs in question are small and lie contiguous 
to the Pergimnah of Bulliah, now farmed by Ram Chunder Pundit, the future 
charge of them is to be committed to that person with instruction now issued to 
him to make a settlement of these two places for 10 years subject to the approba- 
tion of the Resident on the plan already pointed out for the district of Ghazee- 
pore, being the same in substance as that of the Right Hon'ble the Governor 
General in Council for the province of Behar, received with his Lordship's com- 
mands of the 1 7th of June last. 



Gunga Pershad, the farmer for 5 years of the Pergunnah of Heveley Chunar 

having represented the inability of the said Pergunnah 
28th August. MuDnooLaul 
appointed Aiuaoee Amil of to pay the Jumma assessed thereon, obtained from the 

MtSementX^re^^^ ^^^'*' ^^8^^®°^ * promise to be allowed 700 Rupees for the 
current year, which sum was however through inadver- 
tency omitted to be brought to account under the head of deductions in the 
settlements transmitted to the Governor General in Council in the Resident's 
letter of the 26th of April last. 

It is however indispensible to make the allowance not only as the state of 
the Pergunnah has, the Resident believes, this last year required it, but because 
it is necessary for him to perform his promise. 

But as the Resident thinks that this loss may be avoided in future and as 
this non-adherence on the part of Gunga Pershad to his engagements has in fact 
left them open to be revoked and dissolved by the Resident, he therefore declares 
them at an end, and no longer in force for the four remaining years of the lease, 
as Gunga Pershad has not fulfilled one of the original and essential and stipulated 
conditions thereof in the payment of the full Jumma. 

Gunga Pershad does accoordingly deliver in an Estaffa or deed of relin- 
quishment of his lease of the said Pergunnah. 

And as it lies contiguous to that of Bhugwut or Putteeta farmed by Mon- 
Doo Laul, and the Resident having the greatest confidence in the said Laul's integ- 
rity and zeal for the service of Government, he is therefore commissioned to 
make (subject to the Resident's approbation) a new settlement of the said Per- 
gunnah of Chunar for 10 years, on the plan of the regulations already issued in 
the month of June last and of those framed for the settlement of Behar, as com- 
municated by the Governor General in Council's orders of the 17th of April last. 

For this purpose instructions similar to those already issued to Assad 
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Ulla and Ram Chund Pundit in respect to the Pergunnahs of Ghaseepore and 
Ghurra Dchma have been prepared for Munnoo Laul in respect to this Pergunnab 
of Chunar. 



The Resident intending to settle the Pergunnah of Khurrendah or Kundeb 

on a 10 vears' lease, instructions for the purpose are 
SftfchAu^ntt. Appointment \ t^ o- i i .1 

of Ram Singh as Ameen now issued to Ram Smgh, the present supenntendent and 

tubuih^e^at fi'x^' '^^ ^ intended collector thereof, on the part of Government, 

such instructions being the same as already issued to 

the Amanee Amils of Ghazeepore, Ghurra Dehma and Chunar, and this person's 

establishment is fixed as follows, from the beginning of Kooar or Assin 1197 Fuslee. 

Establishment for the ofl&ce of Amil Amanee, or collector of the Pergun- 
nah of Khurrendah. 

Ist. To Ram Singh for his personal allowance at 

160 Rs. a month, 1,?00 

2nd. Serishtadars, two @ 35 Rs. per month, ... 420 

8rd. Servants' wages, viz., from Kooar to Poos, 
i months @ 1 25 Rs. a month at 2 Rs. a man, 
From Maug to Assar 250 Rs. a month 6 mouths, 
„ Sawun to Bhadon @ 1 25 per month, 2 months, 
4th. Vakeel's wages. 5 Rs. a month. 

Total per annum, 



500 








1,500 








260 








60 








4,530 









Read the following translation of a letter from Munnoo Laul lately ap- 
pointed Ameen Amil of Chunar. 

Having taken leave of you I arrived on the same 
ji^^^^^^i^^^^S evening at the Pergunnah and am exerting myself to 
th« settlement of Chunar. ^j^^ utmost in the execution of the orders of Govern- 
ment. 

Several of the villages and some of the people are not willing to come 
to a settlement on the footing of the rates of 1 1S7, and if I proceed on that foot- 
ing they will take to flight. They are however perfectly i^illing to conclude their 
settlements according to the rental and rates of 1195 and 1196 Fuslee accor- 
ding to the Pottahs of the Canoongoes and of the dispossessed Amil as delivered 
to them in the month of Assar last. 

But as your instructions specify the rates of 1187, I do therefore tbink it 
necessary to apply for your further orders that I may adhere to whatever you 
ghall be pleased to order. 
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An answer is written to the above desinng the Atnil, Munnoo Laul, to enter 

into some explanation of the onuses which disincHnes 

the Ryots and p.irties he mentions to the rates of 

1 ] ^7, after which an explicit reply and instructions shall be transmitted for his 

guidance. 

lOtb September. Amirs Read the fellowing reply and enclosure from Mun- 

the 8th Instant. 

Your orders, requiring me to represent the state of the Ryots of whom 
several refuse to come to a settlement on the footing of the rates of 1187, having 
arrived, has honored me. 

My kind Sir, Ryots who in the year 1 187 cultivated their Beegahs on a sti- 
pulated rent of 3 Rupees having since, from calamities of season, absconded, their 
lands have been given to other Ryots by the Amil for the time being, on lower or 
reduced rates, which reduced rates were continued by the Amil and Canoongoe 
for 1196 Fuslee and on these also they have given Pottahs for this year to which 
the Ryots are willing to adhere but cannot give 3 Rupees, the rates of 1 187, as 
will further appear to you by the enclosed report from the Canoongoes. 

On the receipt of your Perwanah to Baboo Munnoo laul requiring to 

Report from the Canoon- ^^^^ ^^^ ^^^^^^^ ^^ *^® ^^"^ refusing to accept of the 
goes. rates of 11S7 Fuslee the said Boboo having shewn us 

the Perwanah, and desired us also to report thereon, we do therefore represent 
that although nobody can disobey the Regulations yet fom the fallen state of the 
Ryots and the heaviness of the rental, as for instance, if a Ryot cultivated a Bee- 
gah in 1187 Fuslee, at the fixed rate of 3 Rupees per Beegah and that from the 
calamities of the season having absconded or being since dead, and that no one 
would agree to cultivate that Beegah upon so high a Jumma, and when the Amil 
for the time being shall under such circumstances have with a view to prevent 
the Beegah lying waste, let it at 2 Rupees or IJ with Abwab of 1187 Fuslee, if 
now 3 Rupees be taken for that Beegah, the Ryots will not agree thereto and the 
Beegah will remain waste, because there are not a sufficient number of inhabi- 
tants, there being more land than people, wherefore they cannot give the rate of 
11S7 Fuslee and if the rates of 1 187 were taken on such lands, it would affect 
the rest of the cultivation. 



An answer is written to Munnoo Laul that his instructions direct him to 

^ . , make a settlement of the Pergunnah of Chunar for 

Kesideot's reply. » 

each village for 1 years and in the manner therein 

particularized with the Dehaty or village Zemindars, or, where there are no 

Zemindars, with farmers, leaving to such Zemindars and feirmers to collect their 
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own revenue from the Ryots as they like, upon condition and express clause, that 
in no case they shall exceed in their rates of collection from the Ryots those of 
1 1 87 and that they shall adhere to the Nal of three Derreh Ilahee in all measure- 
ments between themselves and the Ryots, according to the Hookumnamas or re- 
gulations of June 1788 and 17S9, 



The pergunnah of Khereed not having (as the Resident's proceedings con- 
tain abundant proof of) been throughout last year 

Ram Sing appointed A- ^^^j attended to by its Amil, and Omer Sing havmg 
meen Amil of Khereed and •^ j » o o 

establishment allowed him. as a matter of necessity been, in consequence of the 

Farmer's inattention andbad management, appointed 
Ameen thereto to superintend and control the said Amil's collections, the A- 
meen has continued for some months past in his office accordingly, and at the 
close of the year, as the Resident was determined not to continue Duljeet Sing in 
the said farm for the four remaining years, since, from the distance between his 
other Pergunnah of Mereahoo, the said farmer could not well attend to both, 
therefore on the 4th of July the Resident thought fit to vest Omer Sing with 
the charge of separately attending to the cultivation of the Pergunnah for the 
ensuing year and the said Sing has since been fully invested under the acquies- 
cence of Duljeet Sing with the authority of Ameen Amil and instructed to 
make a 10 years' settlement with the Zemindars on the footing of the regula- 
tions already issued in Juno last and of the Government's plan for Behar, for 
which purpose the same instructions are also this day issued to him as have been 
already issued to the Ameen Amils of Ghazeepore, Ghurra Dehma, Kerendah 
and Chunar, and the following establishment has been fixed for the CoUectorship 
of this Pergunnah. 

1st. To Omer Sing as Amanee Amil at 150 Rs. a month 

for his personal allowance, 1,800, 

2nd. ZUladars 12 @ 117 Rs. per month, 1,404, 

8rd. Dufter Mohurirs (3) @ 30 Rs., 360, 

4th. Vakeel @ 12 Rs. a month, 144, 



Total for principal officers ... 3,708, 

5th, Servants, such as Peons <feo. from Koar to Poos 

@ 200 Rs. a month for 4 months, 800, 

From Maugh to Jeyt @ 460 Rs. a month for 5 

months, 2,250, 

From Assar to Bbadon 3 months @ 150 per month, 450 



Total per annum, ... 7,208 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



SETTLEMENT APPENDIX. XLV 

APPENDIX C. 



The Resident this day waited on the Raja (who is himself too ill to come 
«th July 1789. Resident's out) to confer with him on the subject of the onsu- 
:2S«Uhr»rwttUemrat^'' '"g settlemeut, afi directed by the Governor- General 
Vide page 139. in Council under date the 17th of last month. 

The Resident, after assuring the Raja that Government had nothing in 
view but the advancement of his real prosperity and happiness and those of 
the country and its inhabitants at large, which were objects naturally and en- 
tirely connected with each other, and stating, as proofs thereof, the determina- 
tion never to demand more as the Government rental than the 40 Lacs of per- 
manent Jumma, at the same time that the Government had this year foregone 
part of that annual and established right in view to the future advantage of 
the Raja and his country, proceeded to explain the general principles of the sys- 
tem which Government had ordered for the revenue in the province of Behar by 
the establishment of a permanent Jumma, and which they were desirous, as . far 
as and as soon as might be practicable to introduce into Benares, in the welfare of 
which they are equally interested as in that of any part of the Company's Do- 
minions. In the course of this conference, the Resident intimated to the Raja 
(as suggested in the Board's letter above quoted) that the Governor General in 
Council looked forward to the period when his Lordship might be able to re- 
store the permanent management to the Raja, and that, if he heartily joined in 
the proposed measures, perhaps' the situation of things might be such as to ad- 
mit of that restoration taking place by the end of the ensuing Fuslee year or 
1197, but that, if he did not heartily join in forwarding the object of the system 
in question, the period, he might thus look forward to, must thereby be rendered 
very indefinite and uncertain, because, however, much the Government wished in 
every respect to promote the Raja's personal satisfaction and to establish his dig- 
nity, yet these points could only (as he must be sensible) be attended to, consis- 
tently with a due and requisite attention to the prosperity of his country, and 
that therefore the Government could not, after the danger that had been escaped 
in the last year, 1195, again commit the entire charge of the interior administra- 
tion and collection of the revenues to him (the Raja) till they were satisfied of the 
safety of such a measure, but that as soon as they had obtained such satisfaction 
and confidence, it would afford them a real gratification and prove also a grateful 
relief to their agent on the spot to recommit to him the charge of his country. 

To impress the Raja still further with a conviction of the honorable views 
which Government at all times entertained towards him, the Resident took oc- 
casion to observe to the Raja, that although (as above noted) the Government 
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rental of 40 Lacs woald not this year be completed from the ordinary funds that 
are exclusive of the Jagheery grants allotted for his maintenance, yet his Lordship 
in Council was far from meaning to make any demands on the latter, but did oa 
contrary coucjider it as a just and desirable object to have the provision for the 
Raja's dignity as ample and sufficient as possible, with which view a reference 
would be made to the Hon'ble Court of Directors concerning the deficiency or 
unproductive part of it as stated in the original settlement, and the Resident ad- 
ded an intimation, as his own opinion, that he was well convinced the Govern- 
ment would at all times be ready and willing to make the Raja perfectly easy in 
regard to his own establi:ihraent, by even granting any reasonable augn>enta- 
tions to it, that should at any time prove eventually necessary ; adding, in short, 
that pecuniary considerations formed not the primary views of the Company's 
Government in respect to Benares, but that the happiness of the people of it and 
the honor of our Government thence derivable were and did constitute our maia 
objects and the basis on which it was wished to establish our administration. 

After these declarations the Raja, whose ill-health prevented perhaps to a 
certain degree the full impression which the proceeding details might otherwise 
have made on him, did yet (as f&r as from the stat« of bodily languor he is in, 
joined to the possible degree of disappointment in the prospect which the dis- 
course held out to him, of being kept at least for another year out of the ma* 
nagement,) declare his ready and even thankful assent to and concurrence in the 
intention of Government, declaring that as its objects, in regard to the promotion 
of his. personal prosperity, as founded upon that of the country, were and must 
of course be entirely conformable to his own, he could not possibly entertain ob* 
jections to the measures which were thought most conducive to such ends and 
that as his dependance rested alone on Government, so his wishes were and must 
be to afford it satisfaction. 

The Raja having this day paid a visit to the Resident the latter took oc- 
casion to renew the subject of the next years' settle- 
August 2l8t. Resident's • u xu ^ *t ia » ^# .. m 
conference with the Raj* on ment and express his Wish that the 10 years Mofussil 

the subject of a 10 years' gettlcment might, in the course of the ensuing season, 
Mofuasil settlement and a o ' . 6 > 

circuit for the purpose of or from October 1789, to October 1790, be effected as 

^ ^ * generally throughout the Zemidaree as possible, provi- 

ded he (the Raja) saw and was satisfied of its expediency and would heartily 
join therein. In answer the Raja declared in terms apparently of the utmost 
candour and sincerity that he was perfectly convinced of the expediency and ad- 
vantage of a 10 years' Mofussil settlement and that he was ready to act and take 
such part therein as the Resident should think fit. Upon this the Resident pro- 
ceeded to explain to the Raja that for this purpose he intended to set out early 
in November, and to make a complete curcuit of the Zemindaree and, at the Head 
Cutcherry of each Pergunnah, to examine into and approve of 4 years' Mofussil 
settlements which those Amils holding 5 years' lease are already instnicted to 
make, and that as the 4th year of this 4 years' Mofussil settlement will in most 
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places be probably the highest Jamma which ought to be charged oa the lands 
of the village Zemindars it may (if the Raja approve thereof) be on the spot 
declared by him and the Resident to be permanent for the 6 succeeding years, 
whoever maybe the collector of each Pergunnah or in whatever manner the 
security of the revenue between the Raja and the Amils or collectors, respec- 
tively, may be provided for. 

To these propositions the Raja gives his full general aaaent and the Resi- 
dent proposing to him thereon to accompany him in this important detail, he 
also readily agrees thereto, being further informed that it is meant to approve of 
sfew of the settlements of the lands which lie in the close vicinity of the city 
of Benares before the circuit is begun. 



APPENDIX D. 



13Ui June. 1789 From Bead the following translation of a letter from 

Zemindar of Bnrliiir against _ . t ti r-i i rr • j i* n u j a 

theTal ookdar of Singrowly, ^}^ Adil Sah, Zemindar of Burhur and Agoree. 
his tributary. 

Vide page 139. 

Rudder Shahy and Bulbudder Shahy, Malgoozars of Singrowly, have form- 
ed certain 700 villages into a Talook of great capability, and were accustomed to 
pay independently seven hundred Rupees yearly. These Malgoozars, relying this 
year on the number of people in the hills, will not oven pay one single Dam of 
their independent rental. Some dustuks were sent to them in demand of their 
Kists. They did not even pay the Mohissel for their sustenance. Of what estimation 
do they then hold the Tulbana, and the Government revenue ? In consequence 
of this I went to their Talook with one hundred peons in order to' receive their 
cash. They having collected assistance from the hill villages, were prepared to re- 
sist. Much as I and Sumboo Laul Cauoongoe wrote and forwarded messages saying 
that it would not be for their advantage to evade and resist the payment of the 
Company's revenue, they still persisted and sent word that we might use the 
power we had, as they were under no apprehension of us and did not acknowledge 
the Company, my Master. Should the Talookdars of Singrowly remain this year 
unpunished, many of the Flill ones will rebel. You know the number of Sepoys 
I have. Wherefore I am in hopes of your assistance. If you despatch a company 
of Sepoys and a gun to punish the aforesaid rebels the Government money will bo 
realized. 

Notice is now sent by a Chuprassee to the Zemindars of Singrowly requir- 

Notice thereon issued to '""^ ^^^"^ ^^ P*^^ ^^^'^ accustomed revenue or tribute 
tbe Utter. on pain of the Company's troops being sent to enforce 

the same, and to expel them from the Country. 
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8rd July 1789. Raja AdU- Read the following translation of a letter from 

shah and Chuprassee's re- _ . . ,.,«,, « . n *. ,.<. - r^ i i 

ports about Zemindars of ^^ Adil Shah Zemiudar for life of Burhur and 

Singrowlee. Agoree. 

Your orders addressed to Rooder Shah and Bulbudder Shah, Malgoozars or 
renters of Singrowly, requiring them to pay their revenue arrived, and the Perwan- 
jiah was sent to them by your Chuprassee, but from wickedness and rebellion, 
they have paid no attention to it and have not even written an answer to the let- 
ter. The Talooks of Singrowly, notwithstanding its ample means, they keep for 
and to themselves, and in respect to the sum of 701 Rupees which they pay in 
one sum, in this also they now evince such notorious wickedness that I am en- 
tirely helpless and depend only on your assistance hoping from your favor that two 
Companies of Sepoys may be sent to punish those rascals that they may meet 
with proper chastisement. From the disobedience and wicked courses of these 
evil doers my heart is wearied and wasted. Without your assistance and attention 
from you, I shall not be able to collect the revenue from these villains. The rest 
will be represented to you by Sheikh Jeewun, the Chuprassie. 

I went with the Resident's order addressed to Rooder Shah and Bulbudder 

Shah, the Zemindars of Singrowly, to Raia Adil Shah, 

Translation of the written , ' . , .^ , . r«, t. . * 

representation of Sheikh Jee- the Zemmdar of Burhur Agoree. The Raja sent 

wun, Chuprassee. along with me 5 Behleeas or armed peons, desiring me to 

proceed to the said Zemindars I did so, and gave them the Perwannah, and hav- 
ing taken it they said " In our country there has been no produce and there is 
also a scarcity, whence shall we pay the money ? I remained 2 days at Singrowly 
in expectution of an answer to the Perwannah, but I did not even see the Zemin- 
dars again and it appeared that they have gone some where else. From want of 
grain I remained there for 3 days in a famished state and fed upon the Chicove 
leaf, then returned to Raja Adil Sah, whence I am come here with the last meu- 
tioned Raja's representation. 

The Resident although convinced of the expediency of complying withRaja 
Adil Shah's repeated application for assistance to re- 
Remarks thereon. ^^^ ^^^ refractory Zemindars or Tributaries of Sing- 
rowly, yet deems the present season of the year so ill-adapted for such an expedi- 
tion that he cannot even propose it should take place till after the rains, when a 
detachment may, under the sanction of the Governor General in Council, enter 
into and remain in that country, till the next hot weather or till the Zemindars 
in question be perfectly reduced. 

That this subject and the independency aflfected by the Zemindars may be 
more fully understood, the Resident here inserts trans- 
Former Correspondeuce jg^^ion of a petition presented against them in Deocm- 
\yith Zemindars or Talook- '^ " - „ ,^ , , , x- • 

dara of Singrowly relative to ber last for contmumg to collect Rahdaree duties m 
Rahdaree duties. ^j^^.^ Talook against the Government prohibition, toge- 

ther with the Summons issued thereon and a translation of their answer. 
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Rooder Shahy and Bulbudder Shahy, Zemindars of Singrowly in the Per- 

guunahs and Burhur and Agoree in Mr. Fowke's time 
Arzee of Biiaty Ram Beo- 
pary, inhabitant of Shah plundered thirty head of Bullocks laden with mer- 

^"°*»®' chandize and killed three of my Gomastas. I com- 

plained to Mr. James Grant and the Captain with the Battalion at Bejey Ghur 
was deputed, but as yet I have not obtained redress. Ever since the Choukey 
duties have been by you abolished in the Mofussil and the Sudder Custom house 
ones confirmed they, who are lawless mountaineers, still exact as duties on every 
head of Cattle, laden with Ghee, one Rupee and one anna, and on Kerana Four- 
teen annas. They have much grain in their country and will not admit of its 
being purchased. I am in hopes of Justice. 

Busty Ram has complained that you exact duties at the rate of one Ru- , 

pee and one anna on every load of Ghee and on Kerana 

TuUub Chitty or Sum- or spices <fec. fourteen annas. On receipt of this you 
moua to Rooder Siiahy and ^ r ^ 

Bulbudder Shahy, dated 19th are without delay to come to the presence to answer to 

December 1788. ... , . . 

this complaint. 

We have received and beeii honored by your humble Arzee (petition or 
representation) delivered us by Dunka Sing. You 
andB^bi^defshX^^*^^ mention the duties. We have not taken a Cowrie for 
them. We are in eYery situation the Government 
Dependants, but in the forests through which the road passes, the merchants 
have voluntarily paid the Kols and Beels, or guards under this denomination. 
The Bokhants under Chunar Ghur do not give a Cowrie of duty. In Beleapar 
under Rewah, in the Goveniment of the Bughel people, they are exacted. As to 
what regards the complaint made by Busty Ram, Brahmin, who has gone to the 
presence and made a noise and uproar, i . is well if any superior aSk us. We have 
performed our duties of obeisance, for when the army and sepoys came the coun- 
try was plundered. Five thousand and two hundred Rupees were taken in ready 
money as bribes. I know not whether he took it himself or paid it into Grovem- 
ment relative to the Beoparies 

Raja Adil Shah wrote out and signed a Farigh khutty or acquittance for 
Busty Ram. 

The Resident observes that as to the writers* of the above answers insin- 
uation of the circumstances they have thought fit to 
* * notice relative to what they call the army formerlysent 

against them, as it did not happen in his time, he cannot be acquainted with the 
particulars they refer or allude to, but he thinks it highly probable that the ex- 
pedition against them (which may be the one noticed in Busty Ram's petition) 
was provoked by their ill behaivour as in the present instance. 

For the rest the Resident imputes much of the improper style of the 
above letter to the ignorance of the Persian penman in that secluded part of 
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the country and not to the intention or folly of the Talookdars. When the Resi- 
dent first issued the above Summons, it was principally with a view to try the 
obedience of the parties in either coming or sending in to answer as required, 
(for which the complaint preferred, offered a fair opportunity) as Raja Adil Sbah 
the paramount Zemindar aud their immediate superior, who was then with the Re- 
sident at Benares, had been long and was at that time complaining of their want 
of submission and regularity in their small payments, 

Progress of th« refracto- ^nd at the same time very desirous that a detachment 
nnesa of tiieae Talockdara 

or (ributoriea. should march againt them, but the Resident, being unwil- 

ling to pursue any measures of force against them that 
were no"^ altogether unavoidable, desired Raja Adil Shah to exert his own in- 
fluence to reduce them to reason for this season, when, if he failed, he should 
• hereafter obtain support from Government. 

On the occasion of the above stated former application from Raja Adil 
Shah, the Resident having desired him to deliver in a true and exact state and 
written description of the Boundaries of his Zemindaree of Burhur and Agoree 
including the dependant annexed or tributary district of Singrowly, he (the 
said Raja) did accordingly prepare one of which the following is a translation. 

You directed me to inform you of the extent of the Pergunnahs of 

Agoree and Burhur. My Master, I have written truly 

Baja Adil Shah's account and faithfully whatever has been comprehended in the 
of the bouodariea of Siu- .•^^ i/. . • -ii-i- 

growly. above Pergunnah from time nnmemorial, which is as 

follows, aud over which the old Rajas of Agoree pre- 
sided. 

To the southward tho villages of Chiprie and Puree, 36 cnss, a'ljoining the 
boundaries of Pergunnah Sirgooja belonging to the Mahrattas. Tho Tuppeb of Sin- 
growly has of old been nndcr Aguree ; Roodder Shahy aud FUilbudder Shahj are 
the Malgoozars ; the Rhinda runs through the middle of Agoree. 

To the eastward corner is the boundary village Dumrie Koue near the 
confines of the Pergunnah of Bullounja under Raja Pectumber Shahy ; dis- 
tant from Agoree 25 coss, to which length the Talook of Kone extends due east 
from Gourie. The boundaries of Bejughur extend to between the village of Re- 
sumba and Serewun, where the landmark stands, and is eight coss distance from 
Bejaghur. 

To the westward, the village of Morana, ac^oiuing the boundaries of Per- 
gunnah Kuntit, is distant from Agoree twenty coss, and tho Nullah called Mugger 
runs by it. 

To the northward is Bcrhookorady, bounded by Pihoo Nullah, distant from 
Agoree eighteen coss; to the north-east quarter of Berljoo is Ahurpora, Nohrab, 
Muddoopore aud Bmhur, the boundaries of Barachowra, and of old belonged to 
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Agoreo and is distant from it sixteen cosa. Bujyenaut Singb. got botii these 
Burhooa included in Putteeta and Aheerpore^ though the ancient Zeminjdaree of 
Agoree. 

The Tillage of Oomrae ia the boundary of the Pei^nnab of Feroe, tho 
name of the Nullah is Bidguij, distant from Agoree eigKt coss. Ag«u:ee has 
the following Tuppeh on it, Shahgunge, Maupore, Tuppehpore^ UUan, Dedra 
irant, Ko<»:ouwi], Kudeena, Chourassee (my Malkhana), Narama, Kung and Sin- 
growly. 

Some names of the former Rajas of Agoree are, Raja Muddun Shahyy.Raja, 
Sajoon Shahy, Raja Laul Shaby, Riya Adit Shahy, Raja Futteh Bahadoor Shahy 
Raja Shunker Shahy, Raja Sumboo Shahy and Rsga Sudisht Narain Shahy. 

To the above description and the other papers recorded on this subject 
the Resident need only here subjoin that the boundary 
in question is the least known and worst defined of any 
part of the general line of frontier of the Zemindaree of Beuaces. 

Yet there is no doubt but Singrowly appertains to us either in full right 
or as a tributary dependency and it is now sufficiently evident that if our right 
be not enforced it will be lost, whilst the Zemindars in that remote quarter of the 
country will realize what they assimie and so anxiously aim at, a state of complete 
and wild independency. 

An answer is now written to Raja Adil Shah that were this not the season 
of the rains a detachment should immediately march to 
Amwwto Raja AdilShah. ^^^^^^ ^j^^ Malgoozars of Singrowly, but that after the 
ramy season a force shall certainly be sent, on which he may rely, and in that 
dependence, if he can not himself for this season realize the few hundred rupees 
due from Roodder and Bulbudder, he is nevertheless not to let Government be 
at any loss on that account, but himself make up this small part of his 
general rental, being assured of reimbursement before many months pass over. 



APPENDIX E. 



The Resident taking into consideration that much of the accuracy of the 

Proceedings dated 22nd P"^^*^ ^"""^ ^*^**^ ^^"^'^ Bundobust of the 
December 1789. country must depend on that of tho 10 years* accounts 

Vide page 147. ^£ ^j^^ Mofussil Tuskhees as delivered in by the Ca- 

noongoes, and upon the fair dealing of tho Canoongoes and the Amils in the 
details of the settlement : — 



D 
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It is ordered, that in each Pergannah or Mehal, whether to be settled od 
a 10 or 4 years' Bundobust, the Canooogoes be required to sign the two follow- 
ing written declarations :— 

lit. We Ganoongoes of the Pergunnah or 

Mehal of do give in writing to Goyemment, and do declare upon our 

&tth and conscience, that the 10 years' Mofussil Tuskhees accounts, whi<^ we 
have delivered to the amount on the whole of rupees for the Pergoo- 

nah or Mehal, of is to the best of our knowledge just and ac- 

curate, and comprehends both the Assil and Abwab existing in each of those 
succeSsiTe years, and we have neither concealed or misstated any thing thereiD, 
as &r as we are acquainted, and if it be proved that we have, we shall there- 
upon become Adharm or without Dhurm, or religion, and also infallibly forfeit our 
offices, and be incapable of ever serving the Company again, in our present capa- 
cities. 

N. B. — ^This agreement to be executed before each Mofussil settlement 
be entered upon. 

2nd, We Ganoongoes of such Mehal or Pergunnah 

Whereas the Mofussil settlement for years of the Pergunnah, or 

Mehal of has been made to the amount of rupees for the 

period of such settlement, with our concurrence, upon our opinion, and estimates 
of the present Jaydad or funds, in each person's lands as consisting of the Assil 
and Abwab up to the Fuslee year 1187, estimated upon the Hal Hasil, or 
present cultivation with a reasonable surplus left to the Zemindar or former 
we do therefore give in writing to Government, and do declare upon our fiuth and 
conscience, that we know of no undue fovor or security in the several Jaydads 
which we have delivered, and on which this year's settlement, and those of 
the following years are farmed, and if such be proved upon us, |or that any 
any great inequalities, &vour, or severity shall appear and be ascertained to exist 
in the said Bundobust, we shall thereon become udhurm, besides infallibly for- 
feiting our offices, and being incapable of ever serving the Honourable Gompanj 
in the capacity of Ganoongoes, in all time to come. 

If, B. — Although the 2nd writing (or the one last recorded) is to be sign- 
ed after the settlement, yet the Ganoongoes are to be apprized of its purport, 
before they begin to give in the Jaydads or proceed to assist in the settlements, 
that they may be on their guard accordingly. 

The following engagement is also to be taken from the Amils, whose leases 
have i years to expire. 

I Amil of the Pergunnah or Mehal of 

Whereas the Mofussil Tuskhees of the Mehal, under my Tahud has, in 
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reference to my Jutnma payable to Government, and the actual Jaydad arising 
from the Aasil and Abwab up to 1187 Fuslee, according to the opinions and esti- 
mates for each separate Cabooleeut of the Canoongoes, been fixed as follows :^ 

For 1187 Rupees, . 
For 118S ditto. 
For 1189 ditto, 
For 1190 ditto. 

Total for i years, 

I do hereby declare upon my faith and conscience, that exclusive of the 
above sums, I know of no others directly or indirectly contracted to be received 
by me or by my agents under me, and I promise that I will neither demand or 
collect, or allow to be demanded or collected any thing mure than the Jumma 
thus established according to the Puttahs for each Zemindar's, Putteedar's and 
Farmer's lands, which have passed under my seal and an English number and sig- 
nature ; and should I tajl in this agreement, or have concealed any part of the 
Jaydad I have to collect, or make, or allow to be made, with my knowledge or 
privity, any demands, either of Assil, Abwab, Nuzarana, Bhet or on any other pre- 
tence whatsoever, over and above the annual sums stipulated as above to be paid 
by the Pottahs and Cabooleeuts, I shall forfeit my Dhurm, together with the re- 
mainder of my lease, and losing also the favor of Government, I shall become 
liable to such punishment as may be inflicted, besides paying as a fine, in the 
first instance, the double of what I may have thus over-collected or allowed to 
be so, as aforesaid. 

The following form of agreement or solemn engagement is fixed on to be 
taken firom the Amils, who shall be entrusted with the collections under the 1 
year's settlements. 

I Amil of the Pergunnah or Mehal of 

Whereas 10 years' settlement has been made under the Resident's and 
Raja's signature of the said Mehal, at the aggregate Jumma for the full term of 
the said settlement of rupees as per particulars of the said Jumma for 

each year, stated underneath ; and whereas I am entrusted with the realization 
and collection of this Jumma, I do hereby promise and give in writing upon my 
fiiith and religion, that I will diligently attend to the realization of the revenue^ 
and faithfully perform all the other duties of Amil of the said Pergunnah (or 
Mehal) as the same are expressed in my Sunnud of appointment firom Govern- 
ment, and that, save and except the above stated Jumma for each of the 1 suc- 
cessive years, I will not directly or indirectly, exact, collect or accept of any 
sum of money, or other valuable consideration, on pretence of Khuzana, Abwab, 
Nuzarana, or Bhet, or otherwise, from any- Zemindar,,Putteedar or farmer of the 
said Pergunnah (or Mehal) nor knowingly allow any person under me to exact 
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oolleot, or accept of anj such sums, or eonsideratioDS, and if I do, either myflelf 
exact, collect or accept or knowingly allow any other person employed under me 
so to receiye any money or other valuable consideration as aforesaid, save and 
excepting the public revenue alone, as above specified, I shall become Udhermee 
and be besides dismissed with disgrace, and be further obliged to pay double the 
amount of such undue appropriations, whether made by myself^ or by others 
with my knowledge. 

I have therefore written these few lines as an engagement, dated the 
of in the year of Christ. 

To be witnessed by the Canoongoes of the Per- ) g-pQ- j ^^^^^ -.— . 

gunnah. J ^*8°®^ 

Particulars of the 10 years' Jumma< 
For 1197 Rupees 
For 1198 ditto 
For 1199 ditto 
For 1200 ditto 
For 1201 ditto 
For 1202 ditto . 
For 1203 ditto 
For 1204 ditto 
For 1205 ditto 
For 1206 ditto 



APPENDIX F. 



The following form of agreement was framed to be entered into by the 
Raj Koomars. 

Whereas it has beoome known to the Government of the Hon'Ue English 
East India Company that we of the tribe of Kaj Koomars do not suffer cor female 
children to live, and whereas this is a great crime as mentioned in the Brekem 
Bywurt Pooran, where it is said that killing even a Fo9tus m as criminal as kil- 
ling a Brahmin and that for killing a female or woman, the punishment is to sufor 
Female Infantidde. in ^^ Nurk or Hell caUed Kal Sootoor forasmsay 

Tide pige 151. jq^^ ^ there are haizB on that female's body, and that 

afterwards that person shall be bom again and successively beoome a leper 
and be afilicted with Uie Zukhma, and whereas the British Government is 
India, whose subjects we are, have an utter detestation tt>f such murderous pnc- 
tices and we do ourselves acknowledge that although customary among us it if 
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highly Binfol ; we do therefore hereby agree not to eommit any longer aueh detest* 
able acts, and any among us who (which God forbid) shall be hereafter guilty there- 
of, or shall not bring up and get our daughters married, to the best of our abilities 
among those of our caste, shall be expelled from our tribe, and we shall neither 
eat or keep society with such person or persons besides suffering hereafter the 
puntshments denounced in the above Pooran, and Sashtra. 

We have therefore entered into this agreement. 



APPENDIX G. 



14th November 1789, to The following letter is written to the Acting 

the Acting Resident at Luck- r» 'j j. t i_ 

now, respecting the disputes Kesident at LucknOW. 
and survey towards and fixing 
the limits on the Jounpore f^Q 

ade with the Nawab Visier's ' 

""vS^page 151. GEORGE JOHNSTONE, Esq., 



Acting Resident at the Vizier's Court. 



Sir, 



On account of the many disputes that happen on our borders, more 
especially towards Jounpore side with the Nawab Vizier's subjects, it has long 
been an object with the British Govemment to ascertain and mark out the res- 
pective limits in such manner as to leave as little occasion as possible for future 
contention or inroads on the part of the turbulent classes of Natives inhabiting 
both sides of that part of the frontier. With this view principally Mr. Wilford, an 
engineer officer, has been sent up to make a general survey of the Zemindaree and 
more especially to lay down the boundary in question, and I know it is his Lord- 
ship's earnest desire that his Excellency would co-operate in the last mentioned 
object so as to give the utmost efficacy to it and bring it to an effectual and satis- 
fitctory conclusion, for which purpose, if he has not yet addressed his Excellency, 
he no doubt will do so very shortly. But as in the mean time the season is 
elapsing I am sure his Lordship will heartily approve if you can on this intima- 
tion procure the Nawab's full assent and cordial concurrence to the measure and 
obtain a respectable Ameen as a Commissioner on his part to meet Mr. Wilford 
at Jounpore whither be and I are proceeding immediately to assist at the ascer- 
tainment and demarcation of the line of boundary. 

Wherever any part of the boundary is disputed, I conceive that the deci- 
sion on such points may be left to the arbitration of the Canoogoes or a few of 
the most respectable of the natives on each side by whose award Lieutenant 
Wilford may be instructed to abide, but on this subject his Excellency's senti- 
ments should also be requested anil attended to and you may assure him that as 
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far aa regards our side of the question we shall endeavour to act with such i 
liberality as I hope he will be satisfied with. 

As since the Resident has been in this quarter of the country, he has, by 
bis correspondence with Khaja Aroeddeen, the Nawab Vizier's Amil of Asioigurfa 
and with the said Amil's Deputy at Deo Gunge Imam AH found that the circum- 
stances of the same Ryots cultivating on both sides of the frontiers is the cause 
of much trouble and disputes from the mutual claims thus possessed against 
them by both Governments, it is made a general rule and notification to all the 
Amils on this side of the frontier for observance that 
Co^'^.K^toSrr^- "^^ practice be in future disnUowed o^ and thatia 

tier from cultivating in the respect to whosoever of the Ryots on the Company's 
K&wab Vizier'B Country. '^ ^ r- / 

side shall after one month posterior to this regulation 

continue to cultivate also in the Nawab Vizier's country, such Ryots shall not ^be 

allowed to continue their cultivation on this side. 

A letter is written to Khaja Ameddeen to inform him of the above regula- 
rs ' L- 9 *u:- tion and to invite him to enforce it on his side. This rule 
Communication of this 

rule made to the Nawab Vi- cannot of course effect proprietors of land who may 
lier^s Ami! of Azimffurh. .»., ,. i^i ^^ 

possess estates m both couutnes, but only those Ryots 

called Cutcha or who cultivate as Paykasht Ryots on either side of the boun- 
dary. 

I hope the Nawab will not delay dispatching his Agent and that he may be 
a well-informed and respectable man. It is my intention, if his Excellency ap- 
prove thereof to appoint Lieutenant Wilford on the part of the Company to act 
in concert with the Agent from the Nawab and instruct him to cause a furrow or 
trench to be dug all along the line of frontier and Augusta seed to be sown 
therein, which will soon form a lasting bound-hedge, and, with stones to be fixed 
therein at a distance of a coss from each other, may, I hope, preserve the intend- 
ed demarcation and prevent in future the trouble, clamour and bloodshel which 
are now and have so long been existing evils more especially in this part of the 
two contiguous territories. The Nawab*s agent should, I think, be directed to 
proceed with Mr. Wilford, who is a most intelligent, moderate and well-disposed 
Engineer officer and now employed on a survey of this district (all along the 
line of boundary) from the Gogra by which means the demarcation may, I think 
be complete in the course of this season, and as there are some detached and small 
places or villages on both sides which are surrounded with the territories of 
Government, I would propose that the Nawab's agent and Mr. Wilford be in- 
structed to propose for the approbation of both Government an equitable inter- 
change of all such inconsiderable spots so as to form as regular line of frontier as 
possible with as little as may be of the present inconvenient admixture of the two 
Jurisdictions. 

On these principles I hope you will be able to get instructions drawn out 
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for the Nawab's agent and the sooner he is despatched the better, as the season 
ia elapsing. 

For your farther information on this subject, I enclose a statement of the 
duties collected and stations established by the Company in Deo Gunge up to the 
end of March 1 788 as taken by me from the then existing system and public ac- 
counts. All these duties are now and have for some months past been usurped by 
the Nawab's Amils for the land of that place. The Company ought not to sur- 
render its rights to these collections by allowing them to be made by any othe' 
power, but these articles may with propriety enter into the exchange that may 
prove necessary for the proposed boundary. 



APPENDIX H. 



The Resident taking into consideration, that much of the accuracy of the 

present general intended Mofussil Bundobust of the 
Rerident's proceedings d»- ^ ■* -, i * ^ , 

ted 22nd December 178». country must depend on the 10 years accounts 
Vide page 159. ^f ^^^ Mofussil Tushkhees, as delivered in by the 

Canoongoes, and upon the &ir dealing of the Canoongoes and the Amils in the 

details of the settlement :— 

It is ordered that in each Pergunnah or Mehal, whether to be settled on 
a 10 or 4 years* Bundobust, the Canoongoes be required 
hj'^^Z'^Ai^ t" o'K" ^^ 2 following written decIa«tion8 :_ 

Ist We Canoongoes 

of the Pergunnah or Mehal 

do give in writing to Government and do declare upon our fieiith and conscience 
that the 10 years' Mofussil Tuskhees accounts which we have delivered to the 

amount, on the whole, of Rupees ^for the Pergunnah or Mehal of — i 

is, to the best of our knowledge, just and accurate, and comprehends both the 
Assil and Abwab existing in each of those successive years, and we have neither 
concealed nor misstated any thing therein as far as we are acquainted, and if it 
be proved that we have, we shall therefore become Adhurm, or without Dhurm 
or religion, and also infallibly forfeit our offices and be incapable of ever serving 
the Company again in our present capacity. 

N, B. This agreement is to be executed before each Mofussil settlement 
is entered upon. 

2nd, We Canoongoes 

of the Mehal or Pergunnah of whereas 

the Mofussil settlement for years of the Pergunnah or Mehal of— — -— ^ 
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hath been made to the tiBaomit of Rupees —for the period of each fiettle- 

nient, with our concurrence, upon our opinions and estimates of the present Jsy- 
dad or funds in each person's lands as consistng of the Assil and Abwab up to the 
Fusleeyear 1187, estimated upon the Hal Hasil or present cultivation, with a 
reasonable surplus left to the Zemindars or farmer : — We do therefore give in 
writing to Government and do declare upon our faith and conscience that we 
know of no undue favor or severity in the several Jaydads which we have de- 
iivered and on which this year's settlement and that of the following years are 
formed, and if such be proved npon us or that any great inequalities, favor or 
severity shall appear and be ascertained to exist in the said Bundobust, we shall 
thereon become Adhurm, besides infallibly forfeiting our offices and being inca- 
pable of ever serving the Honoral^ Company in the capacity of Canoongoes in 
all time to come. 

K B. — Although this 2nd writing is to be signed after the settlement, 
yet the Canoougoes are to be apprized of its purport before they begin to give in 
the Jt^dads, or proceed to assist in the settlement, that they may be on their 
guard accordingly. 

The following engagement is also to be taken from the Amils whose leases 
have 4 years to expire. 

I Amil of the Pergunnah or Mehal of whereas 

the Mofussil Tushkhees of the Mehal under my Tahud hath in reference to the 
JUmma payable to Government and the actual Jaydad arising from the Assil 
and Abwab up to 1117 Fuslee, (according to the opinions and estimates for each 
separate Cabooleeut of the Canoongoes), been fixed as follows : — 

for 1187 Rs. 

for 1188 Es. 

for 1189 lis. 

for 1190 Ks. 

Total for 4 yeaas 3 — 

I do hereby declare upon my faith and conscience that exclnsrve of the 
above sums I know of no others directly or indirectly contracted to be received 
l>y me, or by my agents under me. I promise that I will neither demand or 
oollect, nor allow to be demanded or collected anything more than the Jumma 
thus establiahed according to the Pottahs for each Zemindar, Putteedar, and fior- 
mer's lands which have passed under my seal and an English number and signa- 
ture, and should I fail in this agreement or have concealed any part of the Jay- 
dad I have to collect, or make or allow to be made with my knowledge or privity 
any demands either of Assil, Abwab, Nuzerana, Bhet or on any other pretence 
wb«to0ever, over and above the annual sums stipulated as above to be paid by 
-the Pottahs and CartKH^eeots, I shall forfeit -my Dhurm together with the remaio- 
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cter of my lease, and losing also the favor of Government, I shall become liable to 
snob punishment as may be inflicted, besides paying as a fine, in the first instance 
the doi;d>le of what I may have thus over-ooUected or allowed to be so, as afore- 
said. 

It is here recorded that the best accounts have been hitherto received 

^ ., \, „ ,. from the various Pergunnahs of the opportune fall of 

Resident's Proce e d i d g s ® ^'^ 

diud 4th July 1789 (vide rain and of the successful progress of the cultivation 

^^ '^ in all parts, with the exception of Budohee, the Raja'a 

Jagheer, where it is said there has been yet little or no ndn^ neither are the Ryots 

there so well treated by the Raja*s officers as to excite them much to cultivation. 

The rains were at first a little backward in the districts farmed by tJie 
Amils of Jounpoor and Ghazeepoor, but from each of those persons the Resident 
has within these two or three days received the most flattering accounts, that the 
ram has proved propitious, and that the cultivation is going successfully on. 

For the rest the Resident has not thought fit to appoint Ameens, as last 
year, in every Pergunnah to encourage the cultivation, aa in the Mehals which 
are leased for five years it is certainly not only unneoessary, but might reflex and 
retard the efforts which the said five years' Amils will, inspired by their own in- 
terest, sufficiently exert for the promotion of the cultivation, as already satisfactori- 
ly enough appears from the progress they are making ; nor do all the Pergunnah 
leased for only one year require Ameens at the present season, because many of 
them are held by substantial Amils who, knowing they run no risk of being 
changed at the end of the year, will from similar motives with five years' farmers 
encourage and promote the cultivation to the utmost of their power. 

To some districts the Resident has however appointed Ajneens, or autho- 
rized their agents there before employed to act in that capacity, for issuing the 
ensuing year's Pottahs and promoting the cultivation. 

The names of these Pergunnahs and Ameens are as follows : — 

Ist. PsRGUNif AB OP Ehbresd. OmoT Singh, for the reason above recorded^ 

2nd. PiBeuNNAH of Kuban- Ram Singh, because there will be a new set- 
tlement in it &om 1197. 



Zrd. Pebgunnah of Mujeh- Bulwunt Singh, because the Zemindar and 

WAH. renter, Philwan Sin^ fdlin arrears and there 

was some eusptetoa that he would be unable ta 
make good his engagements whidi have this year 
proved larger in proportion than his Mofussil 
settlement, but these difficulties are now nil 
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happily obviated, or in a fair way of being no, 
through the Ameen's aesistance and other fair 
and available helps lately procured through Ba- 
boo Oustiu Singh, the Zemindar. 

itk. Pbrounnah or Dhoos. Takooray Bukshoo Singh, because, as the ren- 
ter will lose this year by the performance of bis 
engagements, he will not of course t^new the 
same on similar terms. 

6th. Pbrgunnah of Kubna- Muneear Sing, ditto. 

DiURT. 

6<A. Prrgunnah op AoorbS Takooray Durbar Singh. He has been there 

AND BuRHUR. all the year, because the Resident was afraid to 

trust entirely to Raja Adil Sah's exertions. 

The Resident means this year to make some small advances of Tuccavee 
in the Mehals which are not rented for a term of years, not doubting but the 
Governor General in Council will approve thereof as, in fact, it is no loss to Gov- 
ernment and a very great advantage to this country. 



'' I am happy to inform you that the settlement of the Pergunnah Mu* 
2nd Assistant on Depu- j®'^^* ^^ completed at rather less than the Canoongoe's 

tation, to Resident, 15th estimate (Doul), but by what information I have pro- 
March 1790. \ /» J r 

cured of the real Jaydad of the Pergunnah (viz. T197 
Settlement of Mnjehwa. Fuslee Rs. 66,938-8-6, 1198 Fuslee Rs. 60,234-14-3, 
1199 Fuslee Rs. 62,819-14-3, 1200 Fuslee Rs. 66,392-2-3,) you will observe that 
Philwan Sing's Sudder Jumma is very high, but I cannot help saying his conduct 
has not merited &vour, though I chiefly lay the blame on Goordut Sing and Zsdim 
Sing in whose debt he is, and who draw different ways, so that there are three 
masters in this Pergunnah. Lest this should affect the revenues of Government, 
or that any of the collections should be first appropriated to the liquidation of 
Philwan Sing's debts to the abovementioned people, I beg leave to recommend 
the appointment of a Sezawul on the part of Government for the next four 
months ; and should you have no person with you fit for that purpose I will, with 
your permission, appoint a man called Mukund Ram whose conduct in former 
similar situations induces me to think him a proper person. The accounts of the 
settlement will be forwarded to you in two or three days.'* 

" I have now the honor to send you the Settlement of this Pergunnah 
17th March 1790. Letter with the Ikrars signed, and Register of the Pottahs 

^ent that I think the Zemindars of this Pergunnah are 

Settlement of Mu jehwa. very quiet and good men, and am convinced, that had 
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not been for some intetferqnce of Philwan Sing, the renter, and Ooordut Sing and 
Zaiim Sing, two Zemindars, and creditors of the former, the settlement would 
have been completed long ago" 

"The following is the Canoongod's Doul, and appafeutly ajnst one. 
1197 Fuslee. 1 1 98 Fuslee. 1 1 99 Fuslee. 1 2uO Fuslee. 



Rs 59,015 9 Rs. 61,692 12 Rs. 64,439 12 
Average of the 10 preceding years Rs. 65,175 4 1 
Sadder Jumma as settled last year. 
1197 Fuslee. 1198 Fuslee. 1199 Fuslee. 



Rs. 55,000 



Rs. 59,000 



Rs. 62,000 



Rs. 67,169 



1200 Fuslee. 
Rs. 65,000 



Doul of the Amanut Mehals for 1197, Mai, 12,463 12 

Perjwute or Khana Shumary, or 
12th August 1790, vide ^^^^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^.^^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^j^^ ^^ 

Benares and suburbs, 



page 164, 



Total of land rental, 

Adding Sewaee viz. Abkaree, 2,224 2 9 

Amanut Mehals and Teek- Khergyi ... 4 5 



Total, 



1,309 7 9 
13,773 3 9 



2,228 7 
16,001 11 6 



Deducting Dehyek in the Mai and Per- 
jwute, ... 

Bhuray {^) @ 1-8-0 per cent., 



Remaining payable Jumma, 

The same for all the following nine years. 

The Amanut Mehal consisted up to the 
end of 1195, 1st, of the Tillages the payable or 
realizable Jumma of which, as above stated, is, 

And 2ndly, of the Talooka of Tikeree 
of which the settlement (as entered in the pro- 
ceedings of the 9th of March last) amounts, (after 
deducting the Dehyek and half Bhuray for char- 
ges of collection), this year to, 



1,377 4 9 

185 14 9 
— 1,563 3 6 



14,488 8 



14,438 8 



Total 



6,365 4 9 
20,803 12 9 
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In the year 1195 the gross Jumma of 
these Mehals or villages was, 24,410 13 

Together with Abkaree <fec., which is 
necessary to be added to form a comparative 
view with the above, although not annexed to 
the Mai in 1195 but inserted in the accounts of 
the Customs, ^^^^ ^^ 



26,232 13 



Deducting Ewuz Mujray of 1195 Ks. 1,861 
together with the villages of Kurendeh, (which 
is held free), the Jumma of which was according 
to the accounts of that year brought to credit 
and then written off as expended, 903 12 



2,764 13 



RemainderorcoUectable Jumma of 1195, 23,468 1 

Collected (exclusive of the above ficti- 
tious, 903 12 0) 

Mai, 19,937 12 5 

Kulwaree or Abkaree, 1,813 

21,750 12 6 

Balance, ... 1,717 4 7 

N, A— The above Jiunraa and collections of the Mai for 1196 contwned 
411 Rupees 2 ans. 9 Pie of Kulwaree or Abkaree separate from the above 1,813 Ra. 
which last is the Kulwaree of the City), and this last fund is collected at the 
rates of 2,3 and 4 feloos, and whoever paid or pays 3 feloos to the Ameen or to the 
public revenue pays 2 to the^utwal of the city under the Nawab as Magistrate, 
and 2 to the owner of the ground on which is his shop. 

The expense of collecting the above sum amounted in 1194 and 1195 to 
6,605-15-0, which being deducted from the above 21,760-12^ leaves nett realized 
revenue only 16,144-13-5. Withaview to save the greater part of this last stated 
expense to Government as well as to simplify the public accounts, the coUections 
of the Amanut Mehals or landed revenue of those called the Amanut villages 
were separated from that of the Custom house of Benares, (with which they had 
hitherto remained, blended), and the latter only continued to Chumput|Bay, whilst 
the .collection of the land revenue was committed to Gholam Yacoob, the Canoon- 
goe, to whom there was allowed for the charges of collection in 1196 the sum of 
1,999-0-10, thus saving 3,606^^0, besides paying out of the said 1,999-10-2. 
Sudder charges hitherto paid separately as follows : — 
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To the vatohmen at Dr. Balfour's Bangalow at the rate of 
15 Rupees per mensem, ^ 180 

To the charitable allowance to the sweeper or guardian of 
the tomb of Sheikh Ali Huzeem at 9 Tersoolee Rupees per month, 108 



Total ... 288 

The above saving will appear more clearly from the fol- 
lowing particulars. 

Assessment of the Amanut Mehals for 1196 or last year : — 

1st. Tikeree Talooka, separately committed to the charge 
of Ranokishen and for which he was allowed no charges of col- 
lection, '.. 6,500 

2tid, Other Amanut villages under Gholam Yacoob, in- 
cluding the village and Abkaree as above, 1 4,209 9 9 



Total of Mai, ... 20,709 9 9 
Add city Abkaree, ... 1,831 



22,622 9 9 



Deduct. 

1^. On account of the Rumna of Saadut 

Ali Khan in the Talooka of Tikeree, 800 

2nd. Nankar of Gholam Tacoob, Canoongoe, 221 15 9 



521 15 9 

Collected, ... 22,000 10 

Deduct charges of coUectien, 1,999 10 

Realized into. the Moolky Treasury in 1196, ^. ... 20,001 

Do. Do. in 1195 as above, 16,144 13 5 



Resulting saving by the separation of this Mehal from 
the custom. « 3,856 2 7 



The Decennial settlement, this year concluded, amounts 
ForTikeree(asperproceedingsof the 9th of March last) to, 7,175 12 

For the rest of the Amanut Mehals (now placed under 
l^e Raja) as above. 16,00111 6 

Total, ... 23,177 7 6 
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Which, on comparison with former years, may be considered as a fiiyor- 
able J urn ma, the more especially as the Canoongoe's Nankar is not included there- 
in, being otherwise provided for, by being separated from the Tillage of Oolapoor 
which the Ganoongoe has himself rented from the beginning of 1196, after deduct- 
ing its Nankar. 

Total of the above settlement for 1197, which is exclusive 

of Mujray, 23,177 7 6 

Do. Do. of 1195, 23,468 1 

Do. Do. of 1196, 22,001 

The Raja requesting that the Amanut Mehals under Benares might be 

committed to the collection of his servant Gyaram on his part ; this is ordered, 

and Perwannahs are issued accordingly to Gholam Tacoob, the Canoongoe, and 

who is at present collector of these Mehals, which 

Amuiut MehaU commit- ^ ,,^« , ^ , „ .. # 

tedtothechargeof the Raja, were from 1196 separated from the collection of 

dated 7th February 1790. chumput Roy, the Ameen, and committed to the 
Canoongoe with a view of saving in the charges of collection. Wherefore it is 
now noticed to the Raja by a letter that this 
^^^^ Mdhal is committed to him on the condition of his 

paying the fixed revenue thereon without occasioning any greater ohai^ than 
that of last year, when it was under the Canoongoe. 

The medium Jumma of the Talooka of Tikeree for the 10 preceding years 
amounts to Rs. 8,220-10-6 and that now settled for 1 200 
the TaS^of Tikeroe!\ide Fuslee comes to Rs. 7,316-12-0 being Ra 904-14-6 less 
I«8« ^^*- than the former. This decrease is attributed to the 

alienation of no less than 378 Beegahs of land (belonging to this Talooka) for 
the Nawab Sadut Ali Khan*s Rumna, occasioning thereby a loss of Revenue to 
the amount of Rs. 726-6-0 according to the Putwary's report. Besides the above, 
the lands which are close to the Rumna, are often Uftadah or fallow, as the 
Ryots declare they would be losers if they cultivated them, as the Deer of the 
Rumna would eat up and destroy the produce, and even those more distantly 
situated and which are in good order suffer greatly from the same cause, and the 
Ryots are obliged to put up with the loss they occasion as they are not authorized 
to shoot or kill any of the Deer. To these causes and others of a similar nature 
the decrease above stated is ascribed by the Putwary Ac, 



The Resident, intending to make a 10 years' settlement with the land 

holders or proprietors of this Talooka, called on the 

D ovem r Canoongoe of it to deliver in a list of the names of 

the present representatives of the former Zemindars, and to specify such of 

them as had a right to have a 10 years' settlement 
Settlement of Talooka , .^, ^, i l • -xl xl i 

Jhaloopore. now made with them by having, either themselves or 

Vide page 167. ^j^^-^j. relatives, held possession at a time, since the 
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Company's last acquisition of the sovereignty of Benares, according to the li- 
mitation to that effect passed by the Governor General in Council as published 
in the circular order bi the 30th of June last. 

To this requistion Gholam Yaooob, the Canoongoe of Jalhoopoor, delivers 
in the following answer : — 

In 11S9 Fuslee Sheo Laul Sing rented Jalhoopoor Khas and gave a 
Cabooleeut for it. 

In 1192 Sheo Laul Sing also rented the same place. 

In 11 95 Bhunsee Sing Sheo lauFs relation also rented the same place. 

lu 1 196 Bulraje Sing Zemindar of Mustaffabad rented that village. All the 
others are dispossessed ever since Bulwunt Singh's time. 

On consideration of the above answer the Resident, however much he 
r^^ts the disappointment of those representatives of the former land holders 
of this Talookaof Jalhoopoor, who expected to be reinstated on the present 
occasion, cannot exeeed his present powers in allowing any of them but Sheo 
laul and Bulraje's possession, at least till further orders. 

He therefore directs that the settlement for 10 years being made (as it 
now is) with the said Sheo Laul and Bulraje for Jalhoopoor Khas and Mustaffa- 
poor at the Jumma specified in the last column of the 10 years' statement here- 
under recorded. All the other Mehals will remain Khas and be held in charge 
by the Canoongoe aforesaid till the state of the old or former Zemindars be 
further considered and determined on by Government. 

The rental of Jalhoopoor or the amount that will be realized from it for 
the current year remains of course unascertained, excepting as £Etr as regards 
Sheo Laul and Bulraje Zemindars till further orders, but in the meantime the 
Canoongoe, Gholaum Yacoob, will collect and be held responsible for the full 
proper amount of them. 

For the rest Sheo Laul and Bulraje have entered into a separate engage- 
ment stipulating (exclusive of their Cabooleeut which is exactly according to the 
form entered on the 20th Instant) that they obtain their lease and confirmation 
of their Zemindaree right, subject to all claims to be tried in the Moolky Adawlut 
and Court of Appeal of other persons against them, either altogether to reject 
them or to become partners with them ; which separate agreement is to be en- 
tered into by all persons with whom 10 years' settlement shall be made. 
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As in the last instructions witk wkich I have been furnished relative 
to the proposed permanent settlement of Benares, I 
Co^^* ^ ^''* ^^ ^ ^^ directed to apply for such further information as 
23rd November 1739. my progress may point out to be necessary, I find it 

poor. already mcumbent o» me to submit one general dim- 

Vide page 15e. ^i^ which will operate more or less throu^ut the 

settlement and relative to which I am therefore anxious to obtain as speedily as 
possiUe a rule for my guidance. 

This difficulty is founded on the very general dispossession of the former 
village Zemindars in the time of Raja'Bulwunt Singh ; in view to which and to 
the present Baja's natural repugnance to see them or their descendants restored, 
your Lordship issued an order or regulation on the llth of April 1788 limiting 
the admission of claims to be restored to Zemindarees to those who have been 
dispossessed posterior to the Ist of July 1775, and declaring that no claims found- 
ed upon dispossession prior to that date shoidd be attended to. 

This rule was communicated in course to Raja Mehipnarain the preeena 
panuuount Zemindar of the province, and in reference to it, I issued on the 
30th of June last the notification of which a copy accompained also my address 
of the 2nd of October which has already passed under the Board's inapeetion* 

Having since my return from my Presidency begun to proceed on the 
10 years' settlement, the first district I entered on was the Talooka of Jalboopoor 
in which although there be a number of villages and subdivisions, yet, oui^ of a 
number of claimants to reinstatement, on the general plea of being either direct or 
collateral heirs of those village Zemindars diq[>osses8ed by Bulwunt Sing, I 
could only find two persons with whom under the most liberal construction of 
your Lordship's limitation and of my own consequent publication, I could form 
a settlement, or in any shape admit to the rights of Zemindars under the exis- 
ting regulations of Government. I was therefore forced to extend the 10 years' 
Zemindaree settlement in this lUooka no further than to the two parties abore 
mentioned, and all the rest of the Mehal, being about a fourfifth proportion 
thereof, remains Khas, or unfarmed and unsettled; the Canoongoes of the dis- 
trict being only cotnmissioned by me to realize from the Ryots the current rents 
till further orders. 



Meanwhile as a great object of the 10 years' proposed settlement 
with Government to have been the fixing of a settled revenue with the Zemin- 
dars or landholders I think it my duty thus early to apprize your Lerdahip in 
Council why such a settlement may be less capable of being eflfected within tke 
province of Benares than in those of Bengal and Behar where the landholders 
have not so many of them suffered dispossession. At the same time I do not 
mean to be understood that an equal deficiency of persons capable to become 
Zemindars will be found in all the other districts but as this defect will certainly 
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in Bome degree appear, and no means at present exist of supplying it, I wish the 
Board to be fully apprized of the cause. 

Translation of the Doul of the Talooka Jalhoo- 
2nd March 1790. . ,. 

poor for 10 yea«. 

1197 Mai 30,802 8 6 

Khana-shuraary &c., 222 11 9 

30,524 15 8 
TalookiJalhoopoor. Deducting Dehyek, 3,052 7 6 

Bhuray 412 1 8,464 8 6 

Remaining Government Revenue, ... 27,060 6 9 

1198 Mai, 80,450 3 6 ' 

Khana-shumary, 222 11 9 80,672 15 3 

Deducting Dehyek, ... — ... 8,067 4 6 

Bhuray, 414 1 3,481 6 6 

Remaining Government Revenue, ... 27,191 9 9 



1199 Mai, 30,539 6 6 

Khana-shumary 222 11 9 30,761 15 8 

Deducting Dehyek 3,076 8 

Bhuray, 415 4 6 3,491 7 6 

Remaining Government Revenue, ... 27,270 7 9 



1200 Ma]» 80,629 3 6 

Khapa-shumary <bc., 222 11 9 32,851 15 3 

Deducting Dehyek, 8,085 3 

Bhuray, 416 8 3,501 11 



Remaining Government Revenue^ ... 27,350 4 3 

1201 Mai, ^ ... 30,722 3 6 

Khana-shumary ^c, 222 11 9 80^944 15 3 

Deduotmg Dehyek, ' 3,094 7 6 

Bh«iray» 417 12 3,512 3 6 



Remaining Government Revenue, ... 27,432 11 9 

1202 Mai, 30,821 3 6 

Ehana-shumary, 222 11 9 3,104 15 8 

Deducting Dehyek, 3,104 5 6 

Bhuray, 419 1 3 3,523 6 9 

Remaining Government Revenue, 27,520 8 9 
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The same for the remaiuiug 4 years of the 10 years' Ic^se. 

On the above Doul the Collectorship of this Talooka is given to the Raja 
at his request, having last year been separated from Juggut Singes Mehals of 
Kutteher and Sheopoor with the intention of making a settlement for it with the 
native village Zemindars and allowing them to be Huzoory, but as this design 
has been frustrated by the Raja's objecting to their restoration, the Resident 
meant to have reannexed the Mehal to Juggut Sing's Amilship as before, but, as 
within these few days the Raja has applied for it, the Resident has consented 
thereto with a view of gratifying him, and he has even caused Juggut Sing to 
write a polite letter to the Raja signifying that, on hearing that the Raja wished 
to have Jalhoopoor, he (Juggut) had willingly resigned his pretentions to have 
it restored to him. — It is further to be remarked that there is a defalcation of 
about 2,000 Rs. in the Doul or gross amount of the funds of Jalhoopoor on the 
current, from what they stood at in the last year, which is owing to the following 
circumstance. 

Since the year 11^7 (which has by the Regulation of the 25th June 1 788 
been fixed on for the standard for ascertaining future rates of the revenue) 2 annas 
per Rupee were added to the Mai part of all the revenue of Jalhoopoor, as also to 
that of some villages in Kutteher <fec. The Byots claimed List year the reduc- 
tion of these 2 annas in conformity to the letter and spirit of the Regulation 
aforesaid. As this was nearly a singular case in the cou)itry existing no where 
but in Gopalapoor and kuntit and as the reduction would last year have occa- 
sioned a aensible loss to Government (more specially as the circumstance was 
not attended to till after the completion of the settlement) it was not therefore 
last year allowed, but the Ryots were promised a reduction from the beginning of 
this, which reduction has now been settled at 1 of the 2 annas of increase. The 
ryots being satisfied to let the other stand as part of their Jumma. This will 
occasion also some defalcation in Kutteher. 



The Raja requesting that the 3 villages of Chetowray, Deraikoo and 

Luchraenpoor, (being part of the Mutfurukat villages 

At lUj»'i request the Col- in Bhoilee) may be placed under him as lying oonve- 

kat ^^lages are left with nient with respect to his hereditary Zemindaree of 

him. Gungapoor are Kuswar, — ^the Resident readily agrees 

14th Fehruiry 1790. ^^ ^^^ proposal and those places are accordingly settled 

^^^ as above in the name Gujeraje Sing, the Gomasbta of 

the Ranee. 



The Perguunah of Bhoilee lying out of the track of the Resident's circuit 

or of those of either of his Assistants, the Resident 

5t}k Mareh 1790. has therefore necessarily entrusted its formation to 

Vide p^r ^^^' Sheolal Dobeh, the Amil, and to the Canoongoes of 
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the said Pergunnah, who having brought up the papers thereof and the parties 

interested therein, when the Resident was at Gopala- 

10 years* Mttleraent of pore, the Pottahs were thereon issued on the footing 

Pergunnah Bhoilee. '^ ^ 

of a ten years settlement ; but as it soon afterwards 

appeared that some persons daimiug the right of the old Zemindaree had thereby 

obtained possession and reinstatement into certain villages, although they had 

not held the same at any time since 1775, (which condition is by the Regulations 

requisite to entitle any person to restoration), therefore with a view of obviating 

any objections which the Elajah might probably frame on the said ground, the 

parties not thus entitled were again summoned to this place and the rights of 

each being by my Cauoongoe's reports ascertained and decided and the criterion 

above enjoined, the settlement was thereby completed. 

I have now the honor to forward you the settlement of this Pergunnah 
2nd A*8i8tant to Resident, ^i^l^ ^he Ikrars signed by the A mil and Canoongoes 
Dated 19th February 1790. and the register of the Pottahs issued <fec., and hope 
Vide page 170. it will meet with your approbation. The Doul on which 

the settlement was made appears a very just one, excepting the villages which 
are the Zemindaree of the Amil and his brothers, and I think they are underva- 
lued, as mentioned in my remarks, but the Canoongoes and Amil declared to the 
contrary and say that they were before too highly assessed. 



The Resident having entrusted to Munnoo Laul the Amil, (in whom he 

places much confidence), the Mofiissil settlement of 

28th February 1790. Bhugwut for the Sudder or Government's revenue of 

Vide page 170. which the said Munnoo Laul has already entered into 

five years' engagements as long ago, as the 15th of December of the year 1788. 

The following are the particulars of this settlement, for which the Resi- 
dent has here urged and issued the Pottahs attested 
SetUement of Bhugwut. ^^ j^.^ j^.^j^j^ ^^^ ^^^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^ ^^^ ^ ^^^, 

settlements) and under the AmiFs seal and the several parties having come up 
here with the Amil to receive their respective Pottahs, the same have been distri- 
buted to them accordingly. (Vouchers are not forthcoming) 



I have now the honor to send you my four years' settlement of this 
2nd Assistant to Resident. Pergunnah with the Ikrars signed <fec. I am sorry to 
24th February 1790. ^J that I found a great deal of waste land in it and 

Settlement of Dhoos. from the want of Ryots a great part of it must still 

Vide page 170. remain so. The present Amil is a very young man 

and having been brought up to the banking business is not very Tvell acquainted 
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with that of an A mil. I am informed he lost six thousand Rupees last year 
wbioh has much intimidated him, but as he appears to be a ?6ry willing, good 
man and has now more ezperienoe, I do not doubt but that he will do verj well 
in future, you will see by the settlement for the present and next year, that the 
Doul on whioh he entered into his Cabooleeut for five years was rather overrated 
he first objected to signing the Ikrars without the consent of his father, bat as I 
told him it was your orders and that he must either sign them or resign the 
Pergunnah he immi&diately oompiljdd first giving in a sowal which I agreed to (a 
copy of whioh I have the honor to enclose.) 

P. S, The villages of Gongara Joylallpoor are not written in the settle- 
ment as they are Quzoor cQlleotions i^ud pay Sicca Ki^pees 601 yearly, for which 
a deduction is m&de to the Amil. 



I have received your letter of the 24th February and approved of the 
Rasident to ^nd Asniatant settlement you have o^tde for Dhoos. In consideration 

vwe JSeHO. ^^^^' ^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^^^'^ ^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^ ^ "**^® * reduped 

Settlement of I)h<>o«. settlement with him for the present as foUows :— 

The Jumma for last rear amounted to Rs. 24,506 11 6 

Ditto. for this to J{s. 22,501 



Remission granted, Rs. 2,005 11 6 

Upon thia condign Gpps^ul Jye Naik entered this year into a 4 years' 
lease as follows : — 

Ra. 22,501 

23,001 

., 23,001 

24,001 

These sums I suppose he will contiQue to pay, notwithstanding that he 
may be a loser during the first and 2nd years of yoiir spttleraent, since he will 
not be a Iqser on the 4 years, and bis losses for last year 4id i^ot discourage him 
from wishing and beii^g very solicitous to retain it for the presei^t, besides that 
he has in fact a Jaydad or additional fund to the amount of Rs. 601 for the 
Huzoor Tehseel village of Gungeroh Jellulpoqr which does not appear in your 
account of settlement. 



For 


1197 


(C 


1198 


(( 


1199 


a 


1200 



The Resident havini:; revised and ultimately approved of 4 years' Mofus- 

Fehnmry 1790. sil settlement as proposed by the Amil and Canoogoes 

Mubwl:rvou'ch"7i::rl -^ *»>« Perganqahs of Mowye and Mohwaree the par- 

as available. ticulars of the same are here recorded. 

Vide page 171. 
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1 hare how the honor of enclosing you my proceedings on the investiga- 

2Dd AMistant to Resident. ^^'^^ ^^ ^^^^ ^'"S and fihuggut Sing with my opinion 

Prooeedtogs in the cane of what I think ought to be done to tbem» thought I 

Ni^.&4th^&ul;; "««' o"" I tWnk the puuUhment very inadequate 

1790. to what their litigious and troublesome ooniuct 

Vida p«ge l7l. deseri^es. • f^rom my private as well as public enquiries^ 

I am convinced that their answer recorded in my proceedings of yesterday, 

though a very plausible one, is not founded on truth, 
Pera^unoAh Kirwun. 

but as you will now have the whole before you in my 

proceedings of the 1st 2nd and 3rd instant together with the papers I transmit- 
ted you on the 24th Ultimo, I shall delay carrying my intention into execution 
till they have your approval. 

Proceedings 1st February 1790, Pei*gnnnah Nirwun, at the Cutcherry. 
Present Mr. P. Treves, 2ud Assistant on deputation. 

Mr. Treves thinks it first necessary to observe that having arrived here 
on the 30th in the evening he sent for Door Siog and Bhuggut and the other 
Zemindars that are in his guard for refractory conduct and contempt shown to 
the Resident's Chuprasees who were sent to fetch them, and other bad conduct, 
and told them that as he wished to give them every opportunity of clearing 
themselves, he informed them that he would not investigate their cause till the 
Ist of February, so that they might have time to send for any witnesses they 
might want to disprove the charges alleged against them by the A mil, Canoon- 
goes, and Bola Sing and Subraty, the Resident's Chuprasee. The prosecutors 
are likewise told the same, that they may produce the necessary witnessea to 
prove their charges on that day. 

Door Sing and Bhuggut Sing, the A mil, Canoongoes and othets attending 
Sadanund Dobeh, the Amil deposes and gives in writing that Door Sing and 
Bhuggut Sing agreeably to the Resident's orders came with him to the Pergunuah 
as friendsi but that they have always done every thing to <lisquiet and plague 
him, and that when he sent for the Zemindars and wished to make a settlement 
agreeably to the Jaydad of the Pergunnah, they advised the Zemindars not to 
enter into any engagements, and prevented the settlement. When the Ehureef 
harvest was ripe they forbade them all to suffer an estimate to be made or to 
cut it, saying "let it stand/' which when he perceived that it would be all 
spoiled, he, in order to prevent any complaints and to prevent his having a bad 
name at some places, at the request of the Zemindars, placed watchmen over it 
and suffered it to be cut, and that when he saw his business counteracted, he wrote 
an Arzee to the Resident requesting some Chuprasees. When they came it only 
made those men worse, so that one day when he ^the Amil) intended to go to the 
village of Astah and there see the assets of the Khureef and the probable ones 
of the Rubbee^ on which to make the settlement of that village, he said to thera 
"come along with me,'* but they would not go, and that whea he went to the 
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said village, the above named Zemindars sent word by their own peon, Bukt Sing, 
to the Zemindars of that village to desire them not to attend, and that when he 
(the Ami!) arriyed at the village no Zemindars attended, though he entreated 
them by all manner of ways, but nothing would do. At that time, Buuk Sing, 
the peon of Bugga Sing, was there. He abused him and sent him away and he 
returned to Buggut Sing and misrepresented things to him. Buggut Sing being 
angry came to a place where RooddjloU Mutsuddee and Sheo loll Dass CanoongoM 
were sitting together and howled loud to them, '*Dobeh has spoken sharply to my 
peon. I will collect 4000 men together and make a disturbance, then we will see 
how Dobeh will manage the Amildary of Nirwun/' Then Bhuggut Sing set off 
and went to the village of Hureepore about one Coss off and there demanded the 
Kakarah of weavers, saying, bring the Nakarah that by beating it, I may collect 
the people. When he (the Amil) went to Hurreepore to learn the news he (Bhug 
gut Sing) left that village and went to Vembah and sending chits about, and 
began to collect a number and joined with the Zemindars of Noory who were one 
and all determined that if they could get Dobeh they would trim liim. Accord- 
ingly, when Dobeh was returning from Dinapoor, where he had been to meet Mr. 
Treves the Zemindars of the village of Noory met him on the road and made a 
disturbance, the particulars of which have been before sent to the presence. The 
above mentioned people have always made disturbances and prevented the business 
of the Pergunnah and again and again have broken their oaths of not doing the 
like again. The Amil further gives in an Arzee claiming a balance from those 
Zemindars. 

Mr. Treves thinks it proper £o oliserve that he forwarded the particulars 
of the attack alluded to in the above representation to the Resident on the 24th 
of January. 



I have received your letter of the 4th February with its several enclo- 
sures. 

Door Sing and Bhuggat Singh are indebted to the Raja on their bond on 
ju'A tt 2 d Assistant a^^count of 1194 and their conduct has altogether been 
Case of Door Bing Bhug- for this long time past exceedingly reprehensible. I 
1790,*'JSde page 171, Pur- cannot however say that I am yet entirely prepared to 
gunnah of Nirwun. g^ ^^ f^j^ ^ ^^ ^\\ ^j^^jj. la^ds in the present instance, 

and I wish to endeavour to reform them without (if it possibly can be avoided) 
proceeding to that extremity, although I am sure that their conduct might 
well enough justify such a proceeding. In the view however of trying what a 
more lenient proceeding may effect I request you wiU send them to me under a 
guard, whence they shall be committed to prison till they have not only paid 
Sedanund Dobeh's balance, but given him and Government the most perfect 
satisfaction and security for their lands remaining Cutcha in his own lands, from 
the surplus produce of which he may gradually reimburse himself for the am- 
ount of their arrear, or you may let the said lands in farm for the next four 
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yeai^s as you may deem preferaMe, but I would rather prefer keeping them 
Cutcha if it can be done with nearly equal convenience to the Amil. 

Extract from Mr. Treve's pr-oceedings at Nirwun the 8^ February 1790. 

The Cauoougoes having according to orders given in the particulars of the 

, ^ . _ , balances due by Door Sing Zemindar and othei-s pro- 

10th February 1790, vide ., , , , . , , ; , 

page I /I. vided they gave security to pay their balances, to which 

Pergunnah Nirwun. ^j^^^ ^^^j^ ^-^^ ^ ^^^^ ^£ insolence scarcely to be 

equalled, upon which they are sent under a guard to the Adawlut ; and their 
brothers agree to enter into their Cabooleeuts at twelve o'clock for the above two 
villages and a half. 

To this the following answer was written by the Resident. 

I have received your letters of the 8th and 9th, with the papers enclos- 
ed, aud entirely approve the measures therein mentioned to have been taken 
in respect to Door and Bhuggut Sing and trust that you will now be able to 
complete the settlement to your own satisfaction and that of the AmiKs and 
all other land-holders concerned. 

I entirely approve of the settlement you have made of Nirwun, as you 
Resident to 2nd Assistant, inform me it has been effected with moderation to the 
l5tb^February 1790. Vide Zemindars and farmers, as otherwise the increase stipu- 
Peigunnah Nirwun. lated in the three years seems rather larger than I 

should have expected ; but considering that it has been stipulated for with the 
free consent of the parties and upon your own local inspection of the state aud 
ability of the Pergunnah, you have the more merit for having brought to ac- 
count the due avilable funds of the place. 

I am very sensible of the difficulties you have had to struggle against in 
managing with the turbulent Zemindars ; but I hope those who have now signed 
Cabooleeuts will behave peaceably, and as to Door Sing and Bhuggut Sing and 
the others you mention, their exclusion is nothing more than their conduct and 
coutumiacy richly deserve, and even called for as an example to others. 

Translation of a representation from the Ca- 
25th March 1790. noongoe of the Pergunnah of Agoree and Bijeh Ghur 

* ^*^® • together with the Zemindar's answer thereto. 

Canoongoe', representation. ^^" ^^*^ '^^^^ ^^' Zemindar's 



anstoer. 



As you (the Resident) have been The Resident on observing on his cora- 

Pergunnah P^^^®^ *^ ^^^^^^ "^® ^^ }^S >"*<> Burhur that a great proportion 

Agoree Bur- state what are the cau- of it did appear uncultivated, which made 

ses of the prejudice to greater impression on him from the oom- 

the cultivation and iniprcveinent in paratively flourishing state of all the 
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these two Mehals of the Pergunnah of 
Agoree, and in what way this prejudice 
may he remedied and the country cul- 
tiv ated 

My kind Sir, the causes of the pre- 
judice to the cultiyation and improve- 
ment of this country are as follows : — 

1^. It is about forty-six years 
ago (when this country was in the 
hands of the Chundiel Zemindars, Raja 
Soodeshtnarain and Raja Di]|jeet Sing) 
that the reyenue then paid only amoun- 
ted to rupees 5,000, half in money and 
half in cattle. At that time the Vil- 
lages were a fourth or an eighth or a 
tenth part cultivated, all the rest were 
jungles and woods and haunts for deer, 
tigers, and pasture for beasts. The 
proprietors of the villages did then 
carry on intestine wars against each 
other, and plunder and carry off each 
other's cattle, so that the Ryots had 
then no security or protection. When 
Raja Bulwunt Sing did on account of 
their not paying the revenue and for 
the aforesaid acts, expel the Chundiel 
Bajas he kept the Mehal cutoha and 
. Amauny and did not let it to farmers ; 
and made a general order that those 
who were desirous to cut up the jungle 
and cultivate the country should give 
in their proposals to the Naib in charge 
of collections, specifying what share 
or proportion of the natural produce 
they could pay to Government, and 
take out Pottahq for a shorter or longer 
term accordingly, and that if the col- 
lector should attempt to infringe on 
bis agreements they were not to pay a 
single Anna more. 

On this footing he gave Mookurary 



other Districts, he has, since the latter 
end of November last, passed through; 
he has therefore required the explana- 
tions now delivered by the Canoongoes to 
which Raja Adil Shah having replied 
their differing representations are here 
under opposed to each other. 



lit. It is true that 5,000 rupees was 
the fixed jumma up to the time of Raja 
Soodesht Narain Sah» payable half in cat- 
tle and half in money. 

At that time the country was greatly 
cultivated, nor was there any occasion for 
summons to collect the revenue or Ab- 
wab, and the people were then possessed 
of money and wealth, and the funds for 
the collections were ample, and the Jum- 
ma being allowed to remain fixed to so 
low a sum was owing merely to the 
Royal favour. The Sajer collections 
amounted there to nearly Rs. 40,000 
owing to much silk and spices being then 
imported. All the people and Ryots of 
all castes who do, till the present time, 
inhabit this country were brought into 
and settled therein by my anoestora. 
The Rajas of Agoree have by large out- 
lays dug water-courses from under the 
hills and brought them into all the vil- 
lages. In the village where there is a 
water-course, the Government's share is 
}rd and where there are no -^ater-courses 
^tb, and in many spots which were waste, 
the Government share amounted to no 
more than one fifth, but it never was so 
fjEtr diminished as to |th or ,1th. This is a 
woody and hilly country, where then can 
the spot be where tigers and other ani- 
mals will not be found. Raja Bulwunt 
Sing stationed Khizzer Khan and Jaffur 
Khan, Belooch, and Shehaub Khan to ex- 
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LXXV 



Pottahs to many, and they remained in 
full force. 



pel fiajaSoodeshtnarain. They remained 
all thtee in this country for a period of 
12 years, and the orders of the said Raja 
were to this effect, that they should so 
attack and ravage the Ghundiels as to 
expel them &om the country, that be- 
ing driven to despair they might seek 
another country. Accordingly, for all the 
aforesaid period, war and contention pre- 
vailed. At the end of 12 years. Raja 
Soodeshtnarain, my father, being unable 
to support the violence of Bulwunt Sing, 
we^it to another country, and by reason 
of his forsaking it, sundry of the Chun- 
diel tribe began to make inroads and 
to plunder and carry off the cattle; 
or otherwise such plunder was not allow- 
ed of in the time of the Rajas of Ago- 
ree. After Raja Bulwunt Sing's reduc- 
tion of the country he continued the 
same system of the collections as had 
prevailed in the time of the Raja of 
Agoree over all the Villages, and did 
not institute any new system. 



2m£. He commanded that Assam- 
ees should have credit, according to the 
proportion of the Government's share 
in the grain or natural produce, for 
whatever money they should expend 
in the making of water-courses and in 
making mounds, and in many villages, 
where there were no proprietors and 
where the Assamies or Ryots were in 
a distressed situation, he caused the 
mounds and water-courses to be annu- 
ally prepared and dug at the expense 
of the Government. In the month of 
Jeyt and Assar an Ameen of Govern- 
ment did annually go from village to 
village and cause the lands to be 
ploughed) and ascertained with the 
greatest minuteness the state of the 
Fergunnah ; and where he saw Ryots 



2nd. The preparation of water-courses 
and the throwing up of earth for dykea 
and allowing credit for the expense there- 
of and making Tuccavee or advances to 
the Ryots <bc., who were helpless, have 
ever been the rule of the Rajas of Ago. 
ree. It is not a new custom, and this 
is also an ancient rule that in the month 
of Assar the officers of the Raja of Ago- 
ree, or where the place and the concern 
and the parties were of greater conse- 
quence, the Raja himself going, did make 
a Circuit of every village and cause the 
ploughing to be promoted and gave the 
Ryots the greatest encouragement. 
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3rd. It is in this country an ancietit 
custom for the MuzdooiM or labourers in 
husbaudry to be of an inferior caste and 
to be purchased with money and to be 
transferred by deed of sale. The pur- 
chasers being subject to the charge of 
feeding and 'supporting them. 



in distress and helpless, he furnished 
them with Tuccavee or advances in 
grain, 03Len, food and seed. 

Zrd. In this country those persons 
who are of an inferior class and follow 
labour are very few, and are obtained 
by purchase; and in proportion to 
other countries the kola or lauds as- 
signed to the labourers and the Binny 
or wages paid in kind to such persons, 
are two-fold, and as the common opera- 
tions of husbandry cannot be per- 
formed without hands, Bulwunt Sing 
did, therefore, strictly enjoin the Naib 
of the collections, that no persons, 
Musdoors or labourers should be shel- 
tered in the house of others. 

4^. It was enjoined that the crop 
of each sort of the natural produce 
should as soon as it was ripe, be, 
immediately on notice given by the 
party, ascertained and estimated, and 
in consideration of the extensiveness 
of the Pergunnah, sundry Ameen^ 
were sent to inspect and estimate the 
crops, upon which orders were issu- 
ed to reap and thrash the grain, to 
the end that the beasts of the woods 
might not consume the crops ; where- 
fore no delay was therein to be used 
and in case of the crops being injured, 
the Naib was to consider himself as 
responsible for the same. The Naib 
was also directed not to cause the grain 
to be sold and taken from the stacks 
or khermuu as the old Zemindars did, 
but to receive the money of Govern- 
ment in reasonable and equitable 
instalments, so as to prevent injury 
to the Rvots. 



5th. The Naib was strictly enjoined 5th. It is an ancient custom ever 
that wherever wild and savage beasts, since the time of the Chundiels fur Match- 
Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



ith. It is true that when theRheree 
or Rubbee crops were ready, Ameens 
were timely appointed ; and with regard 
to the wild animals who came to eat up 
the crops, injunctions were certainly 
given with regard to them. This is the 
old practice of the Rajas of Agoree 
and not a new one. 
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such as tigers, wolves, Roognia, (an 
animal said to pull out the eyes of 
the tigers), khirz or bears should be 
found, a proper number of Burkunda- 
zes Ahould immediately be despatched 
to hunt and kill them, and that he 
was to be particularly careful to pre- 
vent any person being devoured by 
such ravenous animals. 

6th, If any of the inhabitants of 
this Pergannah committed such an of- 
fence as to incur a slight penalty, it 
was made to consist in his being made 
to sink a well, dig a tank or raise a 
dyke or mound ; besides which he was 
subject to no pecuniary penalty. 



Ith. If the cattle of Ryots of this 
Mehal (in which consists the wealth of 
the inhabitants) were stolen or carried 
off, they were recovered through the 
interference of the Government. 



lock men to be despatched to kill the 
ravenous juiiiDals. 



Gth. In the times of the Raja's of 
Agoree, it was formerly the custom that 
whoever committed murder, or such like 
offences, were subjected to fines ; and 
in the time of Bulwunt Singh, two per- 
sons did dig tanks on account of their hav- 
ing committed offences, but this was not 
the exclusive rule, for Raja Bulwunt 
Singh's officers did also exact other pe- 
nalties. 

7th, This is the country where large 
herds of cattle are bred ; having such 
extensive pastures adapted thereto, inso- 
much that they are driven from other 
countries to pasture here, and certainly 
the acting ruler interests himself for the 
recovery of those cattle that are stolen 
and carried in.o other countries. 

The fields for cultivation in this coun- 
try are allowed to lie fallow after having 
been ploughed and made to yield their 
crops. This refers to the lands that yield 
Kodo, Saman, Chena and Teel ; but lands 
which yield wheat and rice are not thug 
changed. 



By these means the Jumma of 
these two Mehals was raised from 5 or 
6,000 Rs. to 80,000 Rupees and there 
only remained of fallow land as much 
as was necessary from the nature of 
the soil, which requires to be alter- 
nately allowed to rest, and then again 
to be ploughed. For in this country 
the ground can only produce a Rubbee 
crop for about 5 or 6 years successive- 
ly, after which it is left to lie fallow and 
new ground is taken into cultivattou. 

Sth, As all considerations to the 8^. In this country there are three 
seven points above specified have whol- anciently established rates. 
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]j been laid aside in this Pergunnah, 
and in the villages where the pro- 
portion of Government in sharing the 
natural produce used to be ^, |, ^, or 
^y the said proportions have for years 
passed, since the latter period of Cheyt 
Singh's administration, (when Rupees 
10,000 more than the Danabundy 
Jumroa became rental or was laid 
on as an increase), been raised and 
augmented, without any regard to the 
variations in the Mofussil rates, to the 
general rate of ^rd of the produce, 
which accordingly does yet continue, 
on which account sundry of the Mai- 
gooasarSy (or those who pay the reve- 
nue), who are people of substance bear 
this loss and take it on themselves, 
thereby maintaining their own agree- 
ments with the Ryots ; whilst sundry 
who are in worst circumstances and less 
regard their agreements imitate the 
oppressive example of the Sudder Cut- 
cherry and take from the Ryots more 
than the rates stipulated in the month 
of Assar, whereupon the people of such 
villages do annually run away, and 
those Malgoozars, who by laying out 
their money, raise mounds and dig 
water-courses do not receive the Go- 
vernment's proportions of credit on 
that account ; instead of which they 
are dispossessed of the villages they 
have thus brought into a state of cul- 
ture and which are taken from them 
and given to others. On this account 
the raising of the mounds is seldom 
practised and what probability is there 
that any assistance shall be given by 
the Amil to any of those works so 
necessary for the cultivation and pros- 
perity of the country. On thb ac- 
count sundry Brahmins and Prohits 
and Goordewaras and Fakeers and 



1st, the third share. 

2nd, the fourth do. 

3rd. for uncultiva- 
ted lands, the fifth do. 

Exclusive of these, there are no other 
distinctions. 

The grain settlement remained as re- 
presented till the end of Cheyt Singh's 
time. The 10,000 Rs. laid on as an in- 
crease was not all realized. After the 
departure of Raja Cheyt Singh, by rea- 
son of the Abwabs and the heaviness of 
the Jumma, the one-third share was 
fixed and Abwabs also were current in 
the Mofussil. On this account desola- 
tion ensued and for these three yenra 
passed the rains have in this country 
proved deficient. Sundry of those who 
are substantial and principal men pay 
the revenue regularly, whilst others who 
are very wicked and the root of evil op- 
press their Ryots, for which reason sun- 
dry abscond and the village holders con- 
sequently with-hold the Government re- 
venue. The village tenants (Malgoozars) 
do prepare Dykes and water-courses and 
certainly the Hakim or Ruler shows them 
some leity. As to a village being taken 
from one and given to another, the cause 
thereof is that if a man fiiils and has not 
the ability to pay the revenue in time 
to come, then therefore, another is ap- 
pointed. 

With regard to those Assamies who 
are helpless and without means they are 
certainly re-established by the assistance 
being extended to them of Tuccavee 
and seed, and by assisting them in mak- 
ing water-courses and throwing earth for 
Dykes &c. 
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Sunjasies, who have for years passed 
paid their accustoQied aud fixed Jum- 
ma in all seasons aud in times of 
drought, inundation, cheapness or 
dearness, do now dispute with Raja 
Adil Shah and object to pay the Gun- 
jaish of Tusbkhees of the Hal-Hasil, 
or the result or funds of the settle- 
ment according to the actual or pre- 
ssnt produce, alleging that they have 
annually expended hundreds of ru- 
pees in repairing mounds, and water- 
courses from their own estates, and, 
by borrowing money, they have al- 
ways paid the fixed revenue in times 
of drought, inundation, cheapness 
and dearness, and when the actual 
produce was defective ; adding that, 
besides this, they act as securities for 
the other persons of the Pergunnah 
and do regularly furnish them seeds 
and do also occasionally sustain losses 
in this trade and securityship, the 
fees of which are not appointed by 
Government. On account of which 
they say that they cannot give the 
Gunjaish of their villages but will pay 
whatever they have annually paid, and 
when the Gunjaish is demanded from 
them they are ready to give up their 
lives and to go out of the country. As 
much of the cuiTent business and ad- 
vantage of the Pergunnah is promot- 
ed by these kind of persons, who are 
all possessed of wealth as well in 
money as in stocks of grains, the suc- 
cessive A mils have forborne to demand 
their Gunjaish, and when any of them 
have attempted forcibly to raise an 
increase, they hftve proved unable to 
realize it, as will fully appear to you 
by the 10 years' accounts of the col- 
lections. Now also the Muzdoors 
or labourers of the weaker part of the 



Sundry Brahmins, Fakeers and Sunya- 
sies pretend to pay on a Mookurrary or 
fixed Jumma although not one of them 
have Mookurrary Sunnuds yet they wick- 
edly and as Brahmins object to give the 
due revenue according to the actual pro- 
duce. They, with a view to increase the 
last, do daily at their own expense con- 
struct watercourses and Dykes. The 
Ryots do voluntarily give the Brahmins 
as security and do also give them some- 
thing to engage them to be so. 

It happens that the Muzdoors of low 
caste do some times run away in the 
month of Assar whereupon the neigh- 
bouring Amils do forcibly shelter them 
up, and the land they used to cultivate 
remains fallow by reason thereof. 

Where the mode of Betay prevails, 
Ameens go thither and inspect and esti- 
mate the crop, but to the Nukdee Mehals, 
or the sowhich pay a ready money rental, 
they do not go. The hunting of rave- 
nous animals is also certainly followed, 
but it is not true that the tigers do 
in open day carry away the cattle. The 
duties of the Gunge here had attained 
to Rs. 5, 6 and 7000 Rs. when the impor- 
tation of spices and other articles had 
existence, but owing to the establishment 
of the Permit, these collections dwindled 
down to Rs. 3,000. For the rest the 
Mufaajuns are all in their shops, though 
several of them have left their houses. 
Wherever there are Putwaries in this 
country they are in the exercise of their 
offices, but there are many places which 
are not adopted to the registry of a Put- 
wary and in these places there are of 
course none. 
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communitj are in the uionth of Assar, 
when they run away, protected in the 
houses of the rich, whereby the lands 
of those weaker members of the com- 
munity fall waste. For some years 
passed the Amils for the time being 
do not despatch Ameens at the time 
the crop is ready, or, if they do, they 
only despatch 8 or 4 for the whole Per- 
gunnah which is by much too few for 
80 extensive a district. And this they 
do considering^ that if the Assamee or 
party shall, without tl>e authority of 
Government, cut up the crop they will 
take from him for every maund 2 
maunds, wherefore they are neglectful 
in sending Ameens. The Pergunnah 
is also annually becoming more waste 
and the hunting down of the ravenous 
animals is altogether neglected, the 
tigem carrying off the cattle in day 
time, and no man attends to this. 

As in this Pergunnah the ploughing, 
sowing, and attending to the crop and 
tendiug of the cattle must all be car- 
ried on under the constant apprehen- 
sion and dread of the tigers, labourers 
do not therefore come into this coun- 
try from other parts, and hence there 
is a scarcity of them. The shares or 
proportions of the Government in the 
crop to the amount of ^th, Jth, ^th, 
and Jrd, have, by the lenity of Govern- 
ment, remained the settled and current 
usage of this Pergunnah; but now that 
the acting Amils look only to the col* 
lections of the present produce, with- 
out paying attention to the circum- 
Btance aforestated, the waste state and 
condition of the lauds of the Pergun- 
nah has thereby increased in a two or 
three-fold proportion to the lands that 
are cultivated ; and the fresh grain is 
sold from the khermun or stocks and 
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the Government's revenue paid there- 
with. Besides all which the Custom 
Duties collected at the Gunge of the 
Pergunnah amounted to Ks. 5000, 
and the shop keepers in it used to sup- 
ply the Ryots with the money they 
wanted for their current purposes, but 
now the Gunge is so deserted that even 
travellers cannot get the necessary 
supplies from it. 

In short, from the preceding causes 
thisPergunnah has become waste and has 
declined from its Kamil or full Jumma. 

I further beg leave to represent that 
in both these Mehals (Burhur Agoree 
and Bijey-Ghur) sundry of the Mal- 
goozars keep no Putwaree in their vil- 
lages, but do themselves write the ac- 
counts thereof, and if they do keep any 
such Putwarees, they do not properly 
allow them possession. Whereas if the 
Putwaree establishment be appointed 
throughout every village, the real papers 
and accounts may be fully attainable. 

The Resident will consider the above articles and pass orders on them 
before he leaves the Pergunnah. Meanwhile on referring to the 10 years' ac- 
count of this Pergunnah, the Jumma appears to have been as follows : — 

6«,583 

... 65,704 

... 64,732 

62,907 

62,481 

67,389 

66,438 2 

64,287 12 

65,114 2 

55,570 4 6 



For 


11P7, 


For 


11-8, 


For 


1189, 


For 


1190, 


For 


1191, 


For 


1192, 


For 


1193, 


For 


1194, 


For 


1195, 


For 


1196, 



Total for 10 years, ... 6,23 , 206 4 6 

Medium for 1 year, ... 62,320 10 
Deducting on account of Sayer, ... 2,301 

Do. Canoongoe's Nankar, ... 1,318 3 ,619 1 

Remainder, 58,001 9 
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The Canoongoe of this Fergunnab, by name Sbumbboo Naut, baa delifered 
in a Doul for the settlement of Burbur for tbe current year 1197 at only abont 
Rs. 55,400, (exclusive of Rs. 1,194-0 for Canoongoe's lands), of wbich between 3 
or 4000 Rupees are, as be says, an increase proposed to be taken from tbose who 
claim as Mookurureedars, all of which will not therefore be realizeable. This sum 
also includes the 4000 Rs. of lands assigned last year to Raja Adil Shah for his 
Ualikana or subsistence, and since appropriated to the discharge of the debt 
due to Sheo laul Dobeb, (as particularly specified in the Resident's letters to 
QoTernor General in Council of the 26th of April and 2nd of October 1789), so 
that the real estimated available funds for the revenue of this Pergunnah do not, 
according to the said C^oongoe's estimate, exceed 49,000 Rs., admitting that 
nearly one half of the proposed increase on those calliog themselves or claiouDg 
the privilage of Mookurureedars be assessable. 

Thus 10,000 Rs. of deficiency will certainly be incurred from the amount 
of the settlement fixed last year for the life of the said Raja, (as recorded in tiie 
Proceedings of the 19th Januaxy 1789.) From reference to the accounts, in- 
troductory to this, it will however appear that the settlement was made, not 
upon the grounds of the Doul then delivered by the Canoongoes, but with re- 
ference to the former or highest old Jumma, after allowing some deduction for 
the Sayer articles since abolished, and which constituted part of the said former 
highest aggregate. Departing so far as he then did from the Canoongoe^a Doul, 
the Resident was at the time apprehensive, as he has intimated to the Governor 
General in his letter on the settlement, wherein he has also assigned as his mo- 
tive the necessity of endeavouring last year to save as much of the Government's 
fixed Jumma as possible ; since to ease the other parts of the country he had been 
previously obliged to give up a larger proportion of revenue funds than he had 
at first in contemplation as being essentially necessary. But now that the Resi- 
dent has by occular inspection seen the waste state of this Pergunnah and haa 
the full couvictfon of its inability, for the present, to pay more than some thing 
about the sum above pointed out in the Canoongoe's Doul, it were the height 
of injustice as well as impolicy in him to persevere in a vain endeavour to bind 
Raja Adil Shah to the terms of the settlement last year made with him ; seeing 
that it can not be realized, and that the country requires relief, and may, (that 
relief being administered), be restored in like manner as all or most of the other 
parts of the Zemindaree of Benares have already been, and are making a rapid 
progress in, through the degree of lenity observed in the last year's settlement ; 
and if in one or even a few districts, (as in the present instance and one or two 
more, such as Mujehwa and Ghissooa), the Resident exoeeded last year in his 
estimate of the future Jumma, he makes no difficulty in this avowal of it, since 
his intentions were then, as they are now, directed solely to the restoration of the 
country with the least possible immediate loss to Government, and it is perhaps 
not to be much wondered at, if, in endeavouring to lighten and adhere to the 
true medium, he has sometimes, iu a route so liable to error, gone more or less 
beyond the exact point in view. 
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Tt is nevertheless a comfort to hitn to reflect and believe tbat on the whole 
the full land revenue promised to the Board last year for this and the several sub- 
sequent ones will be realized from the country at large, as he now confidently 
indulges the hope of a considerable increase in the funds arising from th^ 
Customs. That this country of Burhur Agoree will be highly over assessed by 
laying on it for this, what was last year stipulated, as above, to be paid by Raja 
Adil Sah, is evident to every man's apprehension in this part of the country and is 
corroborated also by the consideration that last year the whole sum of the Mofussil 
including the Canoongoe's Nankar came only to Bs., 55,570 4 6 

Of which was collected, 51,685 12 6 



Balance,... 3,884 8 
Deducting Canoongoe's Nankar, separate- 
ly collected, 1,194 12 

ChootMaafy, 903 11 2,093 7 



Ultimate Balance,... 1,786 1 



Recapitulation: — Collections, 51,685 12 6 

Deducting Malikana lands now assessed to Sheolal Do- 
beh, 4,000 



Result : collections of last year applicable to the public 
Revenue, 47,685 12 6 

Jurama of last year payable to Government as per Doul 
entered in the Proceedings of the 19th January 1789, 52,001 

Deducting his Malikana allowance, 4,000 



Remainder payable, 48,001 



Amount of his collections as above,... 47,685 12 6 
Deducting charges of collections in all, 6,000 



41,685 12 6 



Adding amount of Malikana appropria- 
ted to the Revenue, 4,000 



45,685 12 6 



Paid from Singrowlee collections of this 

year, 500 

Do. ditto from the current collections, 300 46,485 12 6 



N, B» — This is only a sketch of the amount of last year and not given 
as altogether accurate. « 

F 
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On the whole therefore the Resident has no doubt of the general accu- 
racy of the Canoongoe's Doul as above stated, and does accordingly order the 
settlement to be proceeded with on the grounds thereof, with a moderate increase 
for the 4 or 5 next ensuing yeara of the said intended 10 years' settlement. 



Having determined to depute you into the purgunnahs of Zemaneab, 

Chownsa and Kurendah for the purposes of examining 
Instructiong to Messen. . . , i j. ..,.-... , ... 

NeaTe and Treyes regarding ^^^^ ^^d concluding the Mofussil settlements which 

t:J::^t^,.T^Z;. theAmilof the two former of those pergunnaha was 

rabad, Puohoter and Shadeea- directed to make for a period of four and of the latter 

bad, date 20th November - ^ r i r • i. x- 

1739, for ten years, I now enclose for your mformation 

Vide Paite 180 *^^ guidance, copies of the several publications and 

instructions issued on this subject, to every part of 
which I must request your strict attention. 

2nd. The aim of those orders and instructions, which it is the object of 
your present deputation to see fulfilled, is to oblige the Amil (as far as regards 
Zemaneah and Chownsa) to conclude a four years' settlement (being the unexpired 
part of his own lease under Government) with such of the village Zemindars and 
putteedars, (instead of farmers), who have at any time since our last acquisition 
of this count ry by its cession to the Company in 1775 held possession, by way of 
farm or otherwise, of the villages or lauds to which they thus claim heredi- 
right, and in the enclosed papers you will find it ordered that wherever such 
tary proprietory claimants appeared and agreed to the duo assessment of reve- 
nue on their lands apportioned to the Sudder Jumma to be paid by the Ami], 
and gave also good security, they were to have possession in preference to fitr- 
mors. It will therefore be your principal duty to revise the Mofussil settlement, 
as made on these principles and under these instructions by the Amil, and to 
correct such deviations as he shall appear to have made in unduly excluding the 
proprietors in favour of farmers or in over or under assessing any parts of his 
Amildaree. 

3rd. In respect to Kurendah a 10 years' settlement is to be separately 
made of each Talooka, Zemindaree or Putty therein, on the principles laid down 
in the instructions already issued to Ameer Sing, the present Amanny Amil or 
Collector there, of which a copy is enclosed and tlie heads are also contained in 
the enclosed English Transcript of the first form of similar instructions issued 
to the Amanny Amil at Ghazeepoor, of which the Governor General in Council 
having approved as far as regards the 10 years' settlements now to be made, yon 
will therefore adhere to the rules therein laid down ; or adopting the spirit of 
them as far as you find them applicable to the state of Kurendah, you will ad- 
vise me of any alterations which you may think for the advantage of the coun- 
ry or of Government. I enclose in English, Persian and Nagree a form of the 
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Cabooleeut to be entered into by the village Zemindars and Putteedars and 
when you have made an estimate of the settlement that can be made, you will 
report to me, and, after I shall have approved of it, jou will cause the Zemin- 
dars and Putteedars to enter iuto their Cabooleeuts accordingly, upon which 
they shall receive 10 years* Pot talis to the same effect under the Raja*s and my 
signature, which will be sent to you to distribute. 

ith. The instructions and regulations contained in the enclosures are 
founded on, or were meant to apply to and promote the known intentions of Govern- 
ment to effect a permanent settlement of the Provinces, including Benares also, 
as far as might be practicable. With this view you will find that I issued the first 
orders on the 14th of Jane, and on my receipt soon afterwards of the instruc- 
tions of the Governor General in Council expressive of their wish to intro- 
duce, in a greater or less degree into this country, the regulations they had on 
the 20th of May 1789 resolved to adopt for Behar, (as per copy thereof herewith 
transmitted), I issued on the 25th of June, the further Circular order which you 
will find addressed to the Amils under that date, by which all the Mofussil set- 
tlements were left open to my revisal and confirmation under the conditions 
therein specified, which you will of course attend to, particularly in respect to 
the indemnification promised to those farmers who may now be dispossessed in 
fiivor of hereditary landholders that shall appear to have been by the Amils un- 
justly excluded, and who may have a right to be restored by having held pos- 
session as renters or otherwise of the lands they claim any time since the 1st of 
July 1775, as particularized in my order of the 30th June last, and in the reso- 
lutions above referred to of the Governor General in Council of the 20th of May, 
and explanations and amendments made thereto under date the 1 8th of Septem- 
ber last ; and as the 9th article of these amendments directed the lands, with- 
out proprietors, to be held Khas, instead of being let to farmers, as was enjoind 
by the 6th Article of the 1st set of^ resolutions of the 20th of May, I issued 
this order on the 9th instant as soon as I returned from the Presidency, but it 
can of course only affect lands under that description not let to farmers, at the 
time of alteration being published. 

5th, Several other parts of the Board's amendments and amplifications of 
their instructions to the Behar Collectors are quite inapplicable to the state of 
this country, as for instance the questions relative to the tolls and duties on 
Bazars and Gunges <fec., but I have furnished you with complete copies of the 
whole that you may adopt the letter and spirit of each part of them as far as 
possible. 

6th, Besides the immediate duty relative to the settlement as above 
pointed out you will, while you reside in the Pergunnah where you are deputed, 
enquire into and redress any ordinary or common revenue complaints that may 
be preferred to you, and such others as 1 may hereafter refer to you, advising me 
of the particulars of any complaints or occurrences, which from their magnitude 
or importance you may think necessary to leave open to my further instructions 
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7th, Although I do not wish you to interfere in the detail of the collec- 
tions, so as in any degree to weaken the local collecting authority, yet, whilst 
you are on the spot, I expect you will take care, and, if necessary, interfere so as 
to secure the current collections for the Government's revenue. 

8^A. I enclose orders to the Amils advising them of your deputation 
and requiring their implicit obedience to your orders. 



Accompanying 1 forward you : — 

• . « ., . 1st. Settlement of Chownsa for four years. 

Hr. Keavd to RMident, '^ 

regarding Pergu n n a h of 

Chownsa and Zemnneah, 2nd. Particulars of Maafy <fec. Lands in 

darted ISthFebruar) 11790. _ 

Vide page 180. Chownsa. 

Zrd. Canoongoe's declarations respecting the last and present settl^ient. 

ith. The Amil's declaration in adherence to the amount speci6ed in 
the settlement, 

6^ List of Pottahs delivered to the Zemindars and Farmers of the 
P^rgunnah of Chownsa. 

The Pergunnah of Chownsa has been peculiarly unfortunate this year for 
want of rain at the proper season. The rice cultivations have materially suflFer- 
ed, and I have been under the positive necessity of granting fair remissions 
where the crops would not yield an ample assessment I feel satisfied in my 
own mind of the justness of the pleas urged in favor of remission, as the lands 
generally speaking have been all valued by people deputed on purpose. Yoa 
will find that the annual increase in the rental is material, and evinces the readi- 
ness of the Zemindars Ac. to repay the deficiency of this year by an augmen- 
tation on the ensuing. 1 shall leave no means untried to form a fair and equita- 
ble settlement, and I must here express my obligation to Monshee Jobrage Sing 
for the multifarious information he has afforded me. 

I am happy that Mirza Easim Beg has agreed to the dismission [of Meer 
Subhan Ahmed from the management of his affairs, and appointed in his room 
a relation of his own, Mohummed Ommer. I have personally stated to Meer Su- 
bhan the reasons of his removal, and trust that my interfence will have 
weight. I will finally exclude Meer Subhan from any connection hereafter with 
Easim Beg. The Mirza acknowledges the kindness of Government in relieving 
him from the despotic power of his manager, and hopes that you will confer an 
additional favor on him by a few days' grace in the payment of his kists, as the 
emancipation he is experiencing will for a short time disarrange the routine of 
business. I think this request admissible, as by agreeing to it he himself is res- 
ponsible to Government for the full performance of Subhan, discharged. 
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I haye received your letter of the 13th instant and with pleasure approve 
Uttident to Mr. Neave, of the settlement for Ohownsa, which, considering the 
Z^i, l5?rFeU^^ "»««"'«' yo" ^^^^ion you have taken to ascertain 
1790. the real existing funds and the notoriety of the loaa 

by the drought of this year, must be deemed a fair and even advantageous set- 
tlement for the Amil and for Government 

I shall certamly be happy to afbrd to Kasim Beg every encouragement to 
induce him to persevere in the measure of improvement whioh you have induced 
him to adopt by the dismission of Subhan Ahmed and for that purpose to allow 
him the few days' grace he solioitB in regard to the payment of bis kists, in res- 
pect to which it is indeed but justice to him to allow that, as he has hitherto 
been always very regular. 

I request you will now proceed to make 10 years' settlement of the Kola 
Asia in conformity to the instructions already furnished for the 10 years' set- 
tlement, and, should you find in your progress any further directions necessary, 
you will state the points and shall without delay receive the necessary answers, 
to the end that the settlement pnay, if possible, be fixed before the rubbee be 
reaped. 

The Nuzeranah of Zemaneah for last year being so large induces me to re- 
quest you will report whether the said Rs. 6,395 be included or separate &om the 
Rs. 1,68,448 which the Canoongoes delivered into Government as the Tuskheesy 
Jumma of 1196, since, if it be not, they have very materially deviated from 
their duty in concealing such a sum, the more especially as they have certified 
the above to be the whole Jumma on all accounts. I wish also to know whether 
there was any separate Nuzerana in Chownsa, Mohummedabad or Earendah 
distinct from the 10 years' Mofussil Jumma as delivered in by the Canoongoes, 
and, if there was, what may have been its amount as far as you may have ascer- 
tained. 



I have received your letter of the 14th March, enclosing Cossim Beg's 
answer to the question I put to him. 

Resident to Mr. Neave, I ^^^^ certainly no recollection of the ground of 

o7Sfn«*«d^eJS2^'e5i! h» P"8ent apology, and must therefore doubt his as- 

27th March 1790. s^ion of any acquiescence of mine to his retaining 
Bhawanny Sahay. 

lit. As his innocence could not, from the nature of the case, have (aiS 
Kaasim mentions) been assertained at the time of the latter taking leave of me, 
and 2ndly as, bad it been so, Cossim would naturally have in that case applied 
for and obtained a written repeal of the former positive injunction for the s^id 
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Bhawanny's dismission, which at all events was necessary to justify his disobedi- 
ence of the first existing order. Yet as it is after all possible that there may he 
some kind of foundation for the plea that is set up by Kassim, and as I shall be 
much better pleased if the country can be properiy managed without baying 
recourse to the extremity of dismissing him, and conceiving the means you have 
for that purpose pointed out to bid fair for attaining the end thus proposed, I 
do therefore very willingly yield my consent to Heera Laul and Mahamed 
Hossain being respectively stationed the one in Zemaneah, the other in Chowusa, 
in the manner you have separately suggested in respect to each, and with the 
good will and acquiescence of the Amil, whose ultimate responsibility for the 
revenue is of course to continue unimpaired. I leave with pleasure to you to 
adjust the detail and circumstances of those appointments with Eassim B^ and 
I wish you further to impress him with the idea that as I shall be inclined to 
form my opinion of him from this period rather than from what has passed, it 
will still be in his power by a rigid adherence to the settlement made, and by the 
regular discharge of his Kists, to entitle himself to my approbation, and through 
me to that of Government. 

• The instructions to Heera Laul you will draw out and deliver to him, 
(under such public designation as you may think fit), before you leave the Per- 
gunnah, informing both him and Mahamed Hossain that from your recommen- 
dation of them I place the strongest reliance on their vigilant and upright dis- 
charge of the duties that will be committed to them, and I have only to add my 
reliance that under these precautions your settlement will suffer no infringement, 
but be on the contrary thoroughly confirmed, at the same time that the revenues 
continue to be duly realized and remitted ; on which point I beg you to satisfy 
yourself as far as possible before you leave the spot 

You will of course direct Heera Laul regularly to advise me of every materi- 
al occurrence, and prescribe to him and to Mahamed Hossain the regulations of 
the last and present year as the invariable rules of their guidance. 



At the request of the Amil of Sbadeeabad the following order is written 
to him, to the Canoongoes and to the Zemindars of tliat Pergunnah. 

Whereas it hath been represented that the Maliks of the villages and 

*^.,^ T^ ^ iTort lands, that have lain waste and been from ancient 

19th February 1790. ' 

Vide pftge 181. times overrun with Jungle, do not set themselves about 

bringing the same into cultivation, and do at the same time object to the Amils 
letting such grounds to farmers for the purpose of bringing them into cultiva- 
tion : Therefore it is written that as in all respects it 

Perguni! eea .^ ^^^ much the object of Government to bring these 

lands iuto cultivation, all the Zemindars and Putteedars who are Maliks of these 
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villages are therefore from this date to the end of Jeyt to deliver in their pro- 
posals through the Canoongoes to the Amil for bringing the said anciently waste 
land in their respective shares into cultivation, and they are to take Pottahs ac- 
cordingly, and are so to exert themselves that in 2 years all the wajste and fallov^ 
land may be brought into cultivation, and in all respects the Pottahs which they 
shall get for these lands from the Amil they are to consid^ as permanent, and 
that until the end of the period of the AmiVs Tahud, no farther demand shall 
be made on them on account of the said land. Should any Zemindars refractori- 
ly not deliver in their proposals within 3 months for bringing the old waste lands 
of their respective shares into cultivation, or if in the month of Assar they shall not 
exert themselves for that purpose, the Amil is to commit such anciently waste 
land to farmers to be brought into cultivation ; and the farmer who shall bring 
such waste land into cultivation shall remain in possession till the expiration 
of the date of his lease. The above is published for the information of all con- 
cerned, it being at the same time understood that this publication relates only 
to the anciently waste land such as hath for a century remained waste, and 
which has not been included in the 4 years' Pottahs. Wherefore they are to ob- 
tain Pottahs for the cultivation of this anciently waste land in the form of 
"waste land Pottahs" from the Amil, whilst all the 4 years* Pottahs which are 
under an English signature are to remain permanent and unalterable as long as 
the revenue, therein specified, shaU be paid, nor is any one authorized to depart 
therefrom a hair's breadth. 



The Resident taking into consideration the present state of the Pergun- 

nah of Hevelee Ghazeepoor, including the charges that 
Dated 27th July 1789. ^ ^ ^ , f, ^., , . » ^»*' 

Pergunnah Hevelee Gha- have been made by Messrs. Gilchrist and Charters 

'^•P^'^ against the farmer thereof, and having also for some 

* ^*^* time past understood that the farmer in question was 

desirous, in consequence of those disputes, to relinquish all further concern in 
the district for the 4 remaining years of his lease, although, his signification or 
assent in writing to this effect hath not yet been received, and the Resident 
being further desirous, and deeming it at all events necessary, to take care of the 
cultivation and to make a proper settlement in that Pergunnah for the fixture 
years, and thinking it may, in this respect, be a proper place to make an experi- 
ment of the 10 years' settlement recommended by the Governor General in 
Crouncil in his Lordship's commands of the 1 7th of June last, doth with these 
views now appoint Mirza Ussed Ullah Beg to proceed as Ameen into the said 
Pergunnah. 
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The Besident intending to settle the Pergunnah of Kurendah or Kun- 
dah on a 10 years' le^se, instructions for this purpose 
Mth Augoal 17^9. are now issued to Earn Sing, the present snperinten- 

dent and intended collector thereof on the part of 
e page 18 . Government, such instruotijons being the same as al- 

ready issued to the Amanny Ami^ of Ql^azeepore; Ql^urr^ Dehma, and Chuxuu:. 



Translation of fonn of 10 years' Oabopleeut. 

I Zemindar, (Talookdar or Puttee- 

20th Kotemb^r 1789. dar) of of the villagp, Tajooka or 

Vide page 185. tho Putteedary in the Tuppeh pf and 

hlT" "^ ^^ ^^ ^^" Pergunnah of in thp Sircar of 

Whereas in view to the iirelfare of and to promote the prosperity of the 
country and community at large, a fixed settlement has been made with me bj 
prder of the Sirq^r at the Jumma and Eisthundee contained in the Zeyl, of 
undermentioned statement;, for 10 years certain at the yearly Jumma of 
or 1197, and of for the followii^g nine years, on the stipulation that 

the profit and loss thereon shall be entirely mine, an4 that, exclusive of what is 
here stipi^ated, I shall have nothing more on any pretence tp pay, I do therefore 
pf my own free will and consent hereby agree that I will from Koar tp Jeyt in- 
plosive )f>ay the s^id Jinnn^ or revenue to Qovemment, Klst by Kist, and year by 
year, for the said 10 years according to the Kistbundee, and the profit from addi- 
tional oultiyation in that time is my own, ta^d Qovemment has pot)ung to do 
therewith nor any plains therein an4 if (whiph God fprbid). I fidl in the doe 
and regular paympnt of my revenue in any Kist or year and become in halanoe, 
let my Zemindaree (Puttee o^r Talooka) \>e imn^ediately scUd by public outcry 
together with my effects, as far as may bp necessary for the complete liquidatMm 
of the just plaim pf the Sircar, concerning whiclf neithpr I nor my heirs have or 
shall have any ground of objectiop, and my rights, whethjer ii^ the hx\ilL or efiepis 
will then devolve to the purchaser, and neither I nor my heirs shall retain any 
plaim to the said ^eu^indaree, Pu|ttee or Talooka pr effects wh^^oever. 

X agrep not to resuni^ pr interfere ^ith any Maafy, Mujtuy, Kishnarputt 
or other free land, held by the opcnpant^ up to the epd of the year H95 Furiee. 
without the order pf Government, nor sh41 I make any new grants but under 
that sanction, and should Government make any s!ich resumption 1 will p^y the 
due revenup thereon in addition tp the present spepified Jumn^a. If I make any 
new grants of Lakheraj lands, let tjxem be confiscated by Government, and the 
grantee possessing be obliged to pay, as a fine, double the rents thereof during 
the period of their alienation. 
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I stipulate and give in writing that keeping the Ryots satisfied and con- 
tented with my conduct, I will collect the revenue according to the Hookum- 
n&mah or regulation of the 25th June 1788, and the measurement of the Nukdee 
or ready money land producing Koyrour, (opium and vegetables), and Sugar cane 
and other articles of the Khureef or Rubbee harvest as specified for one or two 
harvests, from Goend (land near the village) Meeana (land situated further off) 
Fala (or land at a great distance from the village), according to the first, second 
and third kind thereof, shall not be made by any other Nal or red than one of 
the length of three Derah Illahee, (which shall be equal in length to the standard 
Nal or rod sent from the Sudder Gutcherry under an English seal and deposited 
in charge of the Ganoongoes of the Pergunnah), nor shall any Beegah consist of 
less than 20 Gottahs. 

The rate of Nukdee, or revenue lands paying ready money, shall be that of 
1187 Fuslee, including and incorporated therewith the Abwab of that year, as 
the same has been ascertained, so that now the rate of the revenue, being thus 
fixed, is to be taken, without Abwab, Bil Mtikta, or in one sum or rate, per Beegah, 
nor shall any Abwab be in any respect demanded on and above the said Jumma. 

The Betay revenue lands being also measured by the same rod, and the 
produce thereof being ascertained by the mode termed Eunkoot^ through the 
means of Salessan or arbitrators and the Ganoongoes, in the manner directed 
by the Rewaj-ul-Mulk, or custom of the country, the same shall be divided and 
taken according to fia.irnees and, justice, and, besides that, nothing more shall be 
taken* The Nerik, or rate of value to be put on the grain of the Khureef harvest, 
^U be fixed in the month of Maug, and that of the Rubbee crop in the montii 
of Jeyt, according to the current market price of the Fergunnah, which shall be 
ascertained for the respective seasons of the Khureef and Rubbee harvests and 
fixed on at the Presence, and thereby the Ryot's Betay accounts shall be settled. , 

I do therefore promise and give in writing that I will take from the Ryots 
the Mai or Assil and Abwab in a united collection, according to the rates thereof 
as they stooil up to the Fuslee year 1187, nor will I in any respect make undue 
demands of anything above that Assil with its Abwab, or make use of any other 
Nal, or measuring rod, accepting that specified in the above regulations, and if I 
do, I shall be punishable by Government, and pay whatever fine shall be required 
of me. Whereas by the rates and r^ulations enjoined by the Hookumnamah of the 
S5th of June 1788, the rates of 1187 are to be charged on the same extent of land 
as in 11 87, I do therefore stipulate that in comparing and adjusting the difference 
or Kusrat between the present Nal oi three Derah Illahee and the former Nal, I 
^ill fairly and honestly bring the same to account, to the specification of such 
difference which is endorsed for any village on this deed, and whatever difference 
arise to the Ryots from the Morrahs or loops of the former measuring ropes is 
iK>w given up to them, and I will never take from the Ryots the additional Kus- 
wit on that accotmt. The revenue rendered lawful and appointed by the Pottafas 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



XCIl SETTLEMENT APPENDIX. 

and Hookumnamah I shall take, aad I will give receipt for every payment made 
by every Ryot, and any person complaining that a receipt has been refused him, 
upon establishing the charge, shall be entitled to double the amount paid by him, 
as damages from the person who received it, neither shall I raise the loss, occasion- 
ed by any of my Ryots running away, from those who remain, under a penalty of 
twice the amount so raised, and I am so to exert myself that the cultivation in 
the village shall appear more than formerly. I agree also to admit the Ganoon- 
goes who have been appointed by Government to keep counter accounts of my 
receipts, and shall iu no respect keep any thing hidden from them, and will deli- 
ver to the Canoongoes the accounts of the lands in the village, and as all the 
Sayerjehaut or duties, including Khana Shumary or Ghur Dewary and Abkary 
or Kulwary and Khergy and Rahdary <fec., have been abolished since tbe year 
1 195, I am not to collect any thing on those accounts and if the same be proved 
on me I shall pay a fine of three times the amount. 

I shall not harbour or suffer thieves and robbers in my limits, and should 
they any where be ascertained to be therein, I will apprehend and deliver them 
up, and i^ (which God forbid), the property of any one be plundered or stolen, I 
will discover the thieves with the property and returned the goods to the 
owner and send the thieves or murderers through the Sudder Cutcherry to the Pre- 
sence to be tried, and if I cannot discover the property and robber I will, without 
plea or excuse, consider it as incumbent on me to make good the loss ; and if in 
my limits any murder or afiiuy take place between the Ryots, or that any one 
kill another, or that robbery or night murder occur, I will send the actors in 
such affary or the murderers to the Cutcherry of the Pergunnah with Sooruthaul 
or statement of the circumstances under the seal of the Oazee and attestation 
of the Canoongoes. I will regularly obey all the summonses and orders of Gov- 
ernment and in case of any resistance to its authority I am to forfeit my Zemin- 
daree rights as for rebellion. 



I yesterday received your letter of the 9th instant with the accounts of 

the proposed' settlement of Kurendah in English and 
Resident to Mr. Neave. pz>«,;o„ 

Dated 12th December ^««ian. 
1789. 
Sett^emeot^of^ Kurendah. Upon a general view and consideration of the setUe- 

ment, I have no ^hesitation in expressing my approba- 
tion of your proceedings thereon, which I am well convinced have been conduct- 
ed with the best views towards the public good, at the same time that they have, 
I think, been attended with as much success as under the circumstances of the 
case, with the difficulties you had to struggle against and the prejudice entertain- 
ed by the Zemindars to a money settlements, could be reasonably expected. 

After promising thus much I of course confirm the settlement as far as 
you have made it, and shall sign the Pottahs when you forward them to me, 
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thereby still reserving an option to the present refractory Zemindars to engage 
hereafter for such of their lands as you have been obliged to leave Amanny. 

I could have wished that there had not been occasion for Serberakars, 
but as I have ho\vever no doubt of your having found them indispensably neces- 
sary, I mean not to object to them, understanding them to be in the nature of 
Managers chosen by the Zemindars, and also as securities to Government, whilst 
they remain on good terms with their principals ; but that shoujd differences 
ensue, they must, from the nature of the thing, be liable to removal, in the course 
of the 10 years, at the discretion of the ruling power for the time being, on Go- 
vernment previously seeing them indemnified for any outlay or advances they 
may have made in the payment of the revenue. This observation need not, un- 
less you deem it necessary, be formally notified to the parties, under the predica- 
ment I allude to, because it is in my opinion of itself sufficiently obvious, and 
results from the nature of their situations as employed at the request of the 
Zemindars, and I only here notice it that the idea, on which their admission is 
sanctioned, may remain on record and be clearly understood in time to come. 

The promise of abatement to some of the Zemindars in case of losses by 
the river, I approve of in the present instance, as being in itself equitable ; and 
in Kureadah, perhaps, more necessary than in many other parts of the Zemin- 
daree, but, in general, and for the purposes of your further deputation hereafter 
noticed, I wish that the agreements with the Zemindars may, as far as possible, 
be precise and final without leaving open any claim or future ground of plea 
whatsoever, and rather than let any such remain, I would yield up to them such 
a portion of what Government might otherwise demand, as may be esteemed a 
fair consideration for calamities of season, by rivers <fec. 

With respect to Denonaut I find he is a great favorite and companion of 
the Raja's and also much respected by the principal Ranee, the widow of Bulwunt 
Singh. On these grounds the Raja granted to him several years ago a Mokurrery 
sunnud at the reduced Jumma you mention, to which, as the Zemindars have 
refused to avail themselves of your option, I shall not at present object but leave 
the matter to the decision of the Governor General in Council to which 1 shall 
point out your remarks in this instance in a report I intend making on all such 
immunities throughout the country. Meanwhile Denonant's Pottah may be sign- 
ed like the others, with this precaution, that an endorsement be made therein 
signifying that with regard to the Jumma and to his Mokurrery sunnud, these 
points are left to the decision of the Government in Calcutta. 

The form you have granted to Koodrut Ali I approve of, on the groan Is 
you mention, and on which you were previously instructed to proceed. The 
allowance to the excluded Zemindars must be a matter of future consideration ; 
meanwhile they will, as usual, be allowed their own seer, Neejjote or the lands 
they themselves personally cultivate, which arc, I believe, always left at more mo- 
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derate rates than the other hands. On this suhject I request you will let me knov 
from what funds the allowance or proportion of 1-15-6 per cent, which jou calcu^ 
late that they have of late years received, are derived, stating as nearly as you 
can the particulars whence the calculation is made. 

Your accounts of the Krishnarpun and Maafy lands are very satisfactoiy, 
and I am obliged by your attention in respect to the state of the population of 
£urendah, which I need not recommend to you to endeavor in like manner to 
procure from Zemaneah and C^ownsa as also from the next adjoining Pergunnah 
of Mohammedabad into which I wish you to proceed to make a 10 years' settle- 
ment on the same principles and under the same instructions as you have al* 
ready been furnished with for Kureudah, including the purport of the further 
observations above made and observing as general rules that it is to be consider- 
ed a veiy desirable object to have as many Zemindars, and Putteedars, and as few 
farmers as possible, and 2ndly, that it is equally and even a still greater object, 
that every Zemindaree or Talookdaree should be subdivided as fEu: as there are 
distinct shares and proprietors, and that one proprietor shall not (as far as may 
be) find means to include in his tenure and Cabooleeut the distinct shares of 
his younger or less considerable brethren ; for the smaller the engagement and 
the less considerable the landholders the more we secure the interior peace of 
the country and a ready obedience to Government, which of course compreheDda 
the due payment of the revenue. All which ends are obstructed by great and 
turbulent land holders, who in this part of the country appear for the most part 
to have become so by nothing else than usurpation over their brethren. I need 
hardly add that where the lands are undivided all thd names of the parties 
•hould be inserted in their engagements with Government. 

The Pergunnah of Mohammedabad having for last year been rented in 
the name of Sheo Ruttun Sing on his own account and that of his fiftmily, 1 en- 
close a Perwannah to him (as he is still to be continued as Amanny Amil) requir- 
ing him to attend on you for the purposes of the new settlement,, concerning 
which both he and his brother Sheo Persun are fully apprized of my intentions 
and have promised the most ready obedience to your authority. One of them will 
join you in a very few days, and their agent Fringsahy and the Canoongoes (to 
whom orders are also enclosed) are on the spot and will afford you every informa- 
tion you may call for. 

I leave it to your discretion to make the best use of your time between 
the contiguous Pergunnahs of Zemaneah, Obownsa and Mahammedabad, relying 
that you will execute your Commission in regard to each in a manner which I 
have no doubt will redound to your credit, at the same time that, to answer the 
. purposes of the collections, the whole should be completed before or by the time 
that the rubbee crop is ready to be reaped. 

You do not mention what security has been taken from the Kurendab 
Zemindars and the farmers, which may I think be necessary, and if you and tbc 
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Amil are of the same opinion you will instruct the latter accordingly before leav- 
ing the Pergunnah, and attend also, (as you were originally instructed), to the 
realization of the current Kists in the three Pergunnahs which you have yet to 
proceed into. 



The new form of Pottahs specifying that the Kusrat, or difference be- 

« .^ ^ X *» XT tween the old and new Nals or measuring rods of 

Besident to Mr. Neave. . ^ 

13th December 178d. each Pergunnah, is to be specified on the back of each 

page . Pottah as a guide and rule for adjusting the current 

rates of collections to the like standard of Mai including about the same as ex- 
isted in llSTFuslee; I hope you have attended to 
Orders regardiDg Kusrat. , . i » . i 1 1 i 

this curcumstance ; but lest it should have possibly 

escaped you, or that you should be at a loss for the exact Kusrat or difference 
in question, I now enclose Persian lists of them for the Pergunnahs to which 
your commission at present extends, and also here subjoin them in English. 

Money difference 
land difference per Rupee of llye 
Biswas Biswasees. of 1187. 

In Chownsaper Beegah, 2 3| do. 2*3 

„ Zemaneah „ 2 18 do. 2*9 

„ Kurendeh, „ \. 1 15 do. 1-6 

„ Mahamedabad, 3 9 do. 3*G 

The new Nal being longer than the old, and the Beegahs of course larger, 
the above difference is to be or may be taken per Rupee from the Ryots by the 
Zemindars in addition to the Rye or rate of 1187 which they have contracted 
to make the criterion of their collections. 



I have the pleasure to acquaint you that the Raja, having seen and consi- 

T> . . X X « icr dered the settlement of Kurendah, has signified to me 

Resident to Mr. Neave. ' ^ 

18th December 1789. his approbation thereof; but, with respect to Deena- 

page naut, on my conversing with him to-day and telling 

him that it was from consideration to his Sunnud and 
the relation which I understood that person stood to 
him and to the Ranee, that no alteration had been made or was intended in that 
part of the settlement, he plainly enough intimated that he had no wish to pre- 
serve Deenanauth's immunity, and that even the Sunnud had been granted by 
him when he could not in his own idea be considered as quite a £ree agent. 
With this information from the Raja's own mouth I see no propriety in our giv- 
ing up any part of the public revenue, and therefore commit with pleasure to 
your discretion such an arrangement of that Mehal, as you may judge most ad- 
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visable, and as may at the same time prove most convenient in the present Bta^ 
of the settlement, either by resuming it altogether from Deeuanauth or letting 
him have it, (if the Zemindars continue averse)* at such a reasonable assessment 
as may appear equitable, or otherwise adjusting this residue of the business 
as your view of things on the spot may point out as most expedient. 



I have been honored with the receipt of your letter bearing date the 12th 

instant, and feel highly gratified by your approbation 

Letter from Mr. J. Neave, ^ xj.i i. i a.^ j- x -^ 

Head Assiatont, regarding 0^ ^7 settlement, you may rely on my attending strict- 

Kurendah dated 16Ui De- jy ^q y^^^ wishes on every point that may hereafter 
occur, and which are now marked out to form a decid- 
ed line of conduct. 

With respect to the seer, Nijjote, or lands which the Zemindars person- 
ally cultivate, 1 am informed that in cases where they fall uuder the Amauny or 
Khas denominations, they are no longer to be considered in any other light than 
the common cultivation of other Ryots. 

In answer to your question requiring to know from what funds 1 had cal- 
culated the average of Rs. 1-15-6 due to the Zemindars, I must urge that to 
form any calculation at all, I was in the necessity of admitting a right, which 
may be disallowed, as it depended on the pleasure of the Amil to acknowledge a 
privilege sanctioned more by custom and caprice than any written document. 
The only two heads that could come within the line of admission were " Maafj 
Nankar*' and "Choot." 

The ten years' amount of Maafy Nankar 
is, 3,258 2 

Ditto Choot, 5,773 5 9 9,031 7 9 

The total amount of collections during the last ten years 
after deducting the Canoongoe's villages is, ... • ... 4,58,130 10 

I have now stated my grounds of calculation, and you will determine 
whether these doubtful heads are of a sufficient authority to give the Zemindars 
a just claim to the munificence of Government. 

My presence being no longer necessary in this Pergunnah, I shall pro- 
ceed to Mahammedabad the day after tomorrow. Were I to wait here for the 
completion of the Pottahs, I should be delayed for some eight days longer, and 
my time will be more profitably employed in forwarding your instructions before 
the Rubbee harvest is elapsed. The Ameen, Ram Sing, will send the Pottahs 
for your and the Riga's signature. The Cabooleeuts are all entered into accord- 
ing to the plan of settlement. Deenanauth's Pottah is to be made out with the 
Memorandum you directed. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



SETTLEMENT APPENDIX. XCVH 

Responsible securities have been taken, but for one year only. They are 

to be renewed annually, as none of the securities will stand for ten successive 
years. 



The Resident thinks fit here to record that his reasons for dispossessing 
Lalla Sudanund of his remaining 4 years' lease of 
* '^^o Ghissooah by. requiring him to give an Istifa or resig- 

nation for the purpose, (as he did accordingly deliver 
on the 6th February 1790), are founded, 1st on his declared inability to pay 
the stipulated revenue to Government during to said 

LalaSudanund deprived of period upon the Mofussil settlement that has been 
his lease of Qhissoah. 

fixed, and 2ndly (as Sudanund has of course had a 

principle influence and directions in conjunction with the Canoongoes in making 
that Mofussil settlement) to show the 5 years' Amils that in case any of them 
should, from secret views of interest or combination with the Zemindars and far- 
mers, strive to reduce their Mofussil Jumma below the standered required for 
the Sudder Jumma or Grovernment's rental already settled, such attempts will 
not succeed on their part, nor will they be allowed to avail themselves of the 
effects of such ai*tifice by being permitted to remain in their station. 

As however the Resident does not believe that Lalla Sudanund has in the 
present instance practised any undue or secret stratagem with a view to reduce 
the Mofussil Jumma, but that he has, on the contrary, made a fair and reason- 
able assessment, (which is fiirther apparent by even the Raja's Mutsuddee, 
Sookhlauly saying at a guess that the settlement is not exceptionable and that 
there could not be above 2000 or 2,500 Rupees more at the utmost laid on it) he 
therefore thinks that the said Sudanund should not be punished by entire depri- 
vation for what is rather a misfortune to him in having a larger proportional in- 
crease laid on his 5 years' settlement for last year than the country could (as 
now appears) bear, and larger in fact, exceeding 30 per cent in the 5 years, than 
ought to have been assessed. Yet as there is danger in now reducini^ it, it is 
determined to remove him and to grant him in lieu thereof the Amildaree or 
oollectorship, (on the usual commission of Dehyek and Nisf Bhuray), of Bealsee 
and Kurendah, the Jumma of both which is nearly equal to that of the Per- 
gunnah he gives up. 

And for the rest the Resident is, on mature reflection, of opinion that it 
would be very dangerous to the revenue, to leave the relization of it in Benares, 
for at least for some time to come, to mere collectors, because they would not 
feel a sufficient interest to make them exert themselves in the realization of the 
revenue funds ; and the state of the Zemindars of Benares is not yet such as 
to make it even equitable to themselves to entrust the payment of the revenue 
entirely without control to their discretions. That time may however come and 
the Resident hopes it is approaching and that the present system will serve 
gradually to introduce it. 
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7th February 1790. 
Vide page 189. 
4 years* settlement of 
Ohiasooah. 



State of the Mufussil and Sadder Doul of 
Ghissooah for the next 4 years. 
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The Amil therefore resigns this Mehal. Of the above Rs. 7,649-9-0 allowed 
for charges, the proportion of 6,447-6-6 is for the Dehyek or 10 per cent allowed 
to the Amil. The Resident, with a view of saving to the Company any loss 
that would accrue on the above resignation by the appointment of a new Amil 
to the Mehal in question, means to annex the collection of Ghissooah to the 
adjoining Pergunnah of Mongra on the terms of the Amil of the latter, charg- 
ing (as is now proposed to him) only 5 per cent for the collections, or 3,223-11-3 
(exclusive of Ghoot Maafy and Bhuray <&c., by which upwards of 1 2,000 Rupees 
would be saved in the four years. 



The settlement of the villages in this neighbourhood called the Buksheeat 
being impending, and Lalla Omrao Sing, the Com- 
pany's Serishtadar, being himself Canoongoe of that 
part of the ^countiy ; the detail of this part of the 
assessment for 10 years is therefore committed to Sock 
Lall, the Dewan of the Raja, and to the Raja and his 
officers, exclusively of any participation on the part of the Resident's own officers, 
but subject of course, as in other cases, to his (the Resident's) superintendence 
and ultimate approbation. 



13th December 1789. 
Vide page 190. 
1 years' settlement of the 
Buksheeat Hehals. 
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The Resident, taking into consideration that his intentions in separating 
from Sheo Peraum Sing the Pergunnah of Bealsee and 
22nd September 1799. the Buksheeat (which took place on the 23rd December 

Vide page 190. j^g^ ^^^ y^j^ February 1790) have not proved (as he 

Tilla^!^^°^ e u eea ^^^^ expected they might) the means of any public 
saving or advantage, whilst by depriving the family 
of the late Baboo Ajayb Sing (the father of Sheo Persun) of the Amildary of 
these two districts he has needlessly (as is now proved) taken from them what 
had been in their family during at least several years before the present Resi- 
dent's arrival : — 

It is therefore determined to restored to them the said districts from the 
beginning of 1198 Fuslee on the footing of other A mils, that is, to collect the 
amount of the remaining nine of the ten years settlement as fixed by the said 
decennial Bundobust 

To this effect, orders are this day issued in consequence of which Snda* 
Dund Bukshee (to whom Bealsee had been allotted when it was meant to have 
deprived him of the Pergunnah of Ghissooah) will retain the Amildary of the 
2 Pergunnahs of Ghissooah and Kurendah, and Sheo Persun Sing will hold in 
his own name Kola Asia, Bealsee and the Buksheeat, and his brother Sheo 
Ruttun the Pergunnah of Mahommedabad^ as they did previous to the present 
Resident's arrival. 

It may be here further observed that these 2 brothers are of one of the 
principal families of this Zemindaree and related to thot of the Raja, with whom 
the? are, probably for that sole reason, never sure of being on terms of cor- 
diality, which is indeed unhappily the case with* all the Raja's other relations, but 
as well from justice as policy, our Government ought to afford just support to 
these collateral branches, and not allow them to be trodden under foot, as they 
would soon be, were the Raja, at liberty to indulge his prejudices. ' 



There is scarce any waste land in this Pergunnah. The remarks in the 

Mr. Neave to Resident. Persian copy of the settlement contains every thing 

Dated 28th Febiiary 1790. worthy of notice and will serve to refer to if occasion 

Settlement of Kola Asia, requires. The Canoongoes have declared to me that 

Vide page 193. the ten year's papers includes all receipts whatever. 

Sheo Persun Sing informs me that you are already in possession of his Tulbana 

Ikrah for this Pergunnah. I think myself bound to state to you that I have found 

the people here &r more ready to enter into Cabooleeuts than in my place I have 

hitherto .been. The Ryots appear to be perfectly satisfied with Sheo Persun 

Sing and from a further knowledge I have had of him, I cannot bad think better 

of his abilities and management than I at first conceived and expressed to you, 

G 
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The above settlement lies for consideration, the Resident remarking that 
the Head Assistant has no doubt himself signed and 
ReddeotB remerkt. .^^^ ^j^^ Pottahs as in the 4 years settlements from 

a consideration to Sheo Persun Sing holding this Pergunnah at a fixed or 
Istumrary Sudder Jumma, whence, as the rental to Government could not be 
heightened, he (Mr. Neave) has in all probability thought that there was noth- 
ing in that respect left open for the Riga's or the Resident's consideration, their 
signing of the deeds of Settlement becoming also unnecessary. 



The Resident having finished the 10 years' settlement of the four Tup- 

pehs of this Pergunnah of Kuntit, as fiir as at present 
17th March 1790. r- © » r 

Vide page 195. practicable, means at the end of this day's proceeding 

C^^^^S'^^^k t« ■««»* ^^ particular account settlement of the 
Tuppehs of Chowrassy, Cheanovy and Onprowdh, (that 
of Eone being already entered), previous to which he here inserts the following 
decision this day passed on a daim to a disputed village in Chowrassy. 

The village of Rampoor and Myegawun in Tuppeh Chowrassy, of whidi 
the Jummah stands at Rs. 601, has for its Zemindar, Persaud. It has been 
mortgaged to Munsa and Bossunt, father and son, for these 40 years' past, who 
have since 1194 mortgaged it to Khyal Qeer. Of course Khyal Geer paying 
the rents thereof entered into a Cabooleeut, upon which, without at all apply^ 
ing to the Resident, he, Bussunt, Munsa's son, proceeded and established a Koorfa, 
which on the Resident's hearing of^ he sent for and got him to give up the 
Koorh and come in to have his grievance, real or imaginary, inquired into. Shea- 
sore Sing, the principal Agent of Baboo Roop Sing, the Amil of Chowrassy, con- 
fesses that the said Bussunt having mortgaged his land as above to Khyal Geer 
or Moharam deer, applied for a subsistance from the said Qeer, upon which Sheo- 
Bore Sing ordered Khyal Geer to assign to him 15 Beegahs of land, whidi Khyal 
Geer had agreed to, but they still differs i about the quality of the ground to be 
thus given up, on which account Bus&uat went home and set up a Koorh as 
aforesaid, but since his return, Khyal Geer having assented to give the 15 Beegas 
requested, be is now become satisfied. 

The Resident interrogates Bussunt as follows : — 

Queition. — Why did not you present your petition to me before you set 
up a Koorh, in like manner as all other people do 9 

Answer. — ^I was in fault 

He is informed that according to the Regulation of the Government he is 
to be banished out of the Company's territories as having without due or indeed 
any adequate cause, and also without applying to the Resident for redress, (al- 
though he was on the spot), resorted thu3 to the Brahminioal artifice of a Koorb 
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to extort his object from Qovernment. After threatening to carry the order of 
Government into strict execution against the above Bussunt, the Resident con- 
sents on the intercession of the Amil, and a writing from Bussunt never to be 
guilty of the like offence, to overlook his above misconduct. 

There is another claim preferred by Jf oharaj Geer, to whom, also, one of 
the above villages, namely Rampoor, has been mortgaged by this Bussunt, who 
has also in like manner mortgaged Mujegawun to Bussunt Dobeh, but neither 
Moharaj nor Bussunt appear to have ever obtained possession, Moharaj oflly as- 
serting that he laid out some Tuccavee therein in the beginning of the last year, 
when he wished to obtain possession, but that not having happened, he now de- 
sires to recover his outlay. 

Upon this it is sufficient to order that Moharaj Geer*s Tuccavee, whatever 
he may have laid out in 1196, shall be repaid to him by the Amil, and that, as to 
any further rights he may have, he be referred to the Adawlnt. 

The Resident refers this day to the Adawlut several claims of proprietors 
of mortgaged land, as the parties, who have been out of possession for several 
years past, can there alone establish their rights and redeem their inheritances* 

It is remarkable that throughout all this Pergunnah, the system of mort- 
gages of the Zemindar's lands is and has long been very prevalent, so that 
many of the tenures inserted in the subsequent accounts of the settlement un- 
der the head of Zemindaree, are really held by mortgagees holding in right of 
their mortgages from the original proprietors, sundry of whom have been for 
jhBoy years passed dispossessed, insomuch that these mortgagees have, by length 
of tenure, beconiC^to be looked upon as the real proprietors. 

In regard to all these cases the Resident has uniformly desired and direct- 
ed that all claims preferred by such proprietors out of possession should by 
them be carried into the Adawlut, where alone their pretensions to redeem their 
mortgages and to re-enter into possession of their lands can with propriety be 
discussed and decided on. 



The Resident understanding that there is a usage in the t^ergutmah of 
18th Jul 1790 Sheopoor and Kuttehar whereby each Ryot is obliged 

Vide page 207. ^ ^^® ^"® P^^"S*i for a day to the Zemindar of vil- 

lage to carry on that Zemindar's separate tillage, he 
^Zeimndars forcing labor ^^^ ^^^^^ ^^ g^^^ j^^^^^ g.^^^ ^^ ^^.^^ ^ ^^^^^^^ 

this practice as oppressive and unjust to the Ryots, 
and to answer this requisition by specifying the measures he shall take in con- 
sequence thereof. 



General Order to all the Amils in the Zemindaree of Benares. 
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Whereas it li&th -been understood that the village Zemindars in your 
The 14th July 4790. Amildar j take the ploughs and oxen of the Rjots 

Vide iitge 207. irithout paying for them, er, in the way of Hurrec, 

to plough their x>wn cultiyation with, and as this occasions apprehension to the 
Hyots, it is therefore ordered that you do strictly enjuin all the Zemindars and 
ikrmers under you and proclaim that no one is to take the Rybts plough or oxen 
in the way of Hurree nor to carry on their own cultivation with the oxen or 
{Ploughs of the Ryots thus taken, but that in case of necessity the parties stand- 
ing in need of such assistance shall pay for it and obtain the same with the free 
consent ef the owners at the rate of I Rupee per diem for 8 plout^hs, or such 
other rates as shall have been always customary in your Perguunah ; — and 
without the consent of the owners such ploughs and oxen can not be taken, nor 
is any Zemindar or fi\rmer to take plough or oxen of any Ryot in the way of 
Hurree without paying for it. For the execution of this order you are answer- 
able, and should there be any failure -thepein you shall be held amenable accord- 
ingly. 



APPENDIX I. 



Translation of a report on the manner in which the night-watch of th« 
Folioe is conducted in the city of Benares. 

lit There are five Cutwally Ohebootras, to each whereof are attached A 

Janesheen and a certain number of chuprassies and a trumpeter in sufficient 

number to go the round and keep watch, and accordingly every night, the 

people attached to each Chebootra are numbered or mustered, after which they 

are divided off to make the rounds, in such manner 

^^ ' that at the heads of the streets Chuprassies remain 

stationed to take cognizance of comers and goers and not to allow improper people 
to pass ; and besides these stationed Chuprassies, the others attached to each 
Chokey taking along with them the Janesheen, make the rounds and take up all 
disturbers of the peace, in like maner as do the Chuprassies stationed at the 
heads of the streets, keeping such persons with them till the round passes, and 
then delivering tbem up, and in the morning the Janesheen sends all such parties 
to the Adawlut. 

2nd. Besides this, the Jemadars of the Swyrees-with their brethren 
after passing muster before the Sudder Mutsuddy divide into distinct parties 
and traverse all the streets and lanes that are thoroughfares, partly as spies 
and partly in an open and undisguised manner, assisting the other or main pat- 
rols as occasion may require, and it is also the peculiar duty of these Swyrees 
4U)Cording to their engagements to traee out and recover stolen property ; and 
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night patrols tmder the Janesheens do also oo-operate with autT support Swyrees 
as circumstauces point out. 

Zrd. The Cutwal and his Naib proceed also every night ta watok- over 
the conduct of the night parties and of the Swyrees, in such manner as to take: 
cognizanee of whatever passes at the several Cbebootras or within their limits, 
chastising and punishing, according to their fault, such of the stationed Chupras- 
sies as are found asleep or negligent at their post, and for this inspection tha 
Cutwal takes one round and the Naib another, because on account of the extent 
and population of the City, the Naib's going out each night in a separate direc- 
tion is necessary to have an effectual check over the whole. 

ith. Each sueceeding morning the Janesheens, assem^oling with their 
Chuprassies at the Chebootras, proceed to make their report to their CutwaU 

5<A. The Hercurras attached to each Chebootra proceed in the morning 
to bring an account of all accidents that may hav« happened in the town or m 
the interior of the houses, which, as far as is necessary, they report to the 
Adawlut. 

6th, There being in Benares various cul-de-sacs,^ or streets without ^ 
thoroughfare, having at their entrance a Phatuck or gateway with folding 
gates, which are shut up and guarded by and at the expense of^ the inhabitants 
living within such cul-de-sacs, the Passbauns and Negabauns or watchmen, who 
are employed by the inhabitants for this purpose, attend every morning at tbe 
oflBce of the Cutwally Mutsuddy of the principal or Sudder Chebootra, and re- 
port whatever accidents may have happened during the night within their res- 
pective Phatucks. 

1th. There are also regular reports made from the Sisrays^ appointed, for 
the reception of the travellers by the Bhutiarahs or persons who^ keep them •. 
from all which sources of information the daily statement ia made out. 

Sth, In the day time, the Cutwally Chiiprassies divide into distinct 
rounds to make enquiry after gamblers, thieves, pickpockets a«d". other distur- 
bers of the peace, and they remain also stationary at the outlets, of the streets 
that are thoroughfares and wherever there happen to be large- assemblies of 
people. 

9lh, And from whatever quarter, whether in the night or day, intelli- 
gence arrives of any impending brawl or affray, the Cutwally or Police officera 
proceed thither in a sufficient body, whether in night or day, to put a stop there- 
to and to take cognisance of every disorder, and to check and keep under the 
disturbances that arise in the Sharab Khanas or places appointed for the sale of 
liquors, betides which they extend their inspection to what passes at the Ohauta 
of the City. 
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lOih, Whoever dying by any unfortunate event or accidental cause, is 
brought, his body remains to be burnt at the river side, the Doms there giving 
notice thereof according to their turns, and, after an enquiry by the Cutwally 
officers, an order is passed for the obsequies being performed. 

11^. And in cases where persons wish to put themselves to death 
either by fire, water or burying themselves alive, (all which modes are known by 
distinct terms among the Hindoos), the Cutwally officers arriving endeavour to 
dissuade them from their purpose and give notice to the Adawlut of such m 
remain obstinately determined. 

12^. The Hercurras of the Cutwally do also give notice of the natural 
death of persona without heirs, which is forwarded to the Mutsuddy of the 
Beital Mai 

IZth, The Cutwally department baa also the inspection of the Sung* 
wuzunee or weights used in the town. 

lith. It also attends to the preparation of the Qhauts for the passage 
of troops passing from Oude into the provinces or vice versd^ and to their being 
supplied with provisions while they remain in the vicinity of the City. 

iith. It is also the duty of the Cutwally Officers to attend to the pre- 
vention of fires in the warm, and to the supporting of the decayed and mud 
houses in rainy season. 

16^. Through this department, gentlemen and British subjects in ge- 
neral are commonly supplied with what they want of workmen, laborers an4 
other similar aids, through the Chowdries of the difierent trmlee-people. 



APPENDIX J. 



Parti4sukir$ and Statement of Defidendei in the Jaydcd or Fundi of tnw- 
ral Villager in the Pergunnah of Atgaufon. 

The Talooka of Rassoolpoor was of very considerable extent when the 

Decennial Settlement was begun in 1 789. A very particular detail of its former 

condition was inserted at the time in the Account Settlement of the Pergunnab 

of Atgawan an4 the Zeminders 4ra. of this Talooka and of others in the same 

District had long been remarkable four their turbulent 

^^^ and rebellious spirit and for their forcibly withholding 

the public revenue from the Baja's A mils. As each of the Talcokas consisted 
pf 1^ number of villages it was deemed highly advisable, ia order to divide and 
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thereby weaken the force and power of the Talookdars to oonolu* tle- 

ment with the village Zemindars (all of whom are descended from th ck) 

and thus by creating different interests to ensure the tranquillity o un- 

nah. This end has by these means been completely attained ac id- 

holders of late years have conducted themselves in a quiet and peaces r. 

The Jummas of these villages having been formerly blenueu mto one 
for each Talooka, the Canoongoes and Putwaries, in separating and apportioning 
the assessment of subdivision, committed several errors, by which means the 
Jaydad or funds of several villages were over-assessed and others not suffici- 
ently so. The Pottahs granted to the holders of the villages in the latter 
predicament cannot now be altered or infringed upon, and in regard to those in 
the former class, if the assessed Jummas were to be exacted, the collection of an 
extraordinary or excessive Rye from the Ryots would occasion a desertion, which 
would be ruinous to the actual cultivation in the places alluded to. In the be- 
ginning of the Year 1200 Fuslee, Saib Ram (the present A mil) was appointed 
to the Amildaree of this Pergunnah. He is a man of a humane and excellent 
disposition and when upon a most accurate investigation of the funds of the 
Villages stated in this account, it was found that the exaction of the defalcations 
now detailed would have a ruinous tendency, he annually for 8 years remitted the 
amount of them to the Pottahdars and paid the loss thus sustained out of his 
own allowance of 10 per Cent, to Government, an instance of good conduct not 
easily to be met with. The whole amounts to Rupees 931 per Annum, or for 
Years, Rs. 2,793. 

Ordered therefore that the Amil be allowed this deduction of 931 Rs. for 
the previous and last year being in all 1,862 Rupees, in his adjustment of accounte 
of the Current one, and that the same Annual Allowance continue to be made te 
him and to the Ryots hereafter. 



APPENDIX K. 

(Vide Page 279 J 



FuTvxmnah to Sheoldl Doheh, 

Dated the Uth October 1794. 

The Jagheer of Raja Adil Sah, the Zemind^ of the Pergunnah of Ago- 
ree Burhur, amounted to Rs. 8,000, half of which, or the sum of 4,000, has been 
formerly, (on account of the Pergunnah being restored to the late Raja's manage- 
ment), included in the Revenue of Government, whilst the remaining 4,000 Rs. 
have been since solely appropriated to the payment of the money due to you ; 
and accordingly, since the year 1197 Fuslee up to the year 1201 Fuslee, your. 
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original debt has been liquidated, and there now can only remain your Interest 
on the debt ; and now that the said Raja is dead, this remaining half of bis Ja- 
gheer is included in the Revenues of Government. You are therefore informed, 
that you are hereafter to have no interference in this Jagheer, but remain asBur- 
ed that whatever your debt is justly found to amount to, shall be made good to 
you through Government. 



Translation of a Sunnud granted to Raja Run Bahadoor, Zemindar of 
the Pergunnah Agoree Burhur, under date the 25th of November 1794. 

Be it known to all the Chowdrees, Canoongoes, Mookuddums, Ryots and 
other inhabitants in the Pergunnah of Agoree Burhur, Sircar Chuuar and Pro- 
vince of Allahabad ; that as Raja Adil Sab, Zemindar of the Pergunnah Agoree 
Burhur is dead and left Raja Run Rihadoor Sah his adopted son, he (the said 
Raja) has come to the Presence and requested a Sunnud to be granted in his 
favor, therefore, agreeable to the orders of the Governor General in Council, and 
with the consent of the Raja Mahipnarain Singh Bahadoor, who is Zemindar of the 
whole four Sircars of the Zillah of Benares, a Sunnud confirming the inheritance 
of the Zemiudaree of the said Pergunnah is granted to Raja Run Rahadoor Sah, 
the adopted son of Raja Adil Sah, on the same terms as it was held by the deceased 
Raja, and in view to his maintenance, the Talooka Kone and other villages con- 
taining funds to the amouut of Rs. 4,000, agreeable to the undermentioned list, 
is exempted from paying Revenue or other duty (excepting charity or other free 
lands, or Jagheers not paying any Jumtna,) whilst he properly manages his Ze- 
miudaree, and is given him as Malikhana, from the commencement of the £hu- 
reef crop of 1202 Fuslee. He is therefore, considering this Malikhana as ade- 
quate to his maintenance, to remain in obedience to and pray for the prosperity 
of the English Government and in every way carefully to attend to the estab- 
lished customs of the Pergunnah and in the Malikhana Lands, and never lot his 
superintending eye quit it, and, keeping the Ryots and other inhabitants there- 
in satisfied, to apply himself to the study of augmenting their prosperity and 
happiness, and in no manner to oppress any person, and to remain in such con- 
stant watch against the inroads of thieves and robbers, that the traveller may 
rest within his jurisdiction in safety, and if (which God forbid) any opposition 
to the affairs of Government should be shewn by him, his said Malikhana will be 
resumed. And the duty of you (the inhabitants) is, that considering this R%ja 
as the established Zemindar of the Pergunnah you look upon yourselves and 
everything in the Pergunnah as depending upon him and always act agreeable to 
bis advice. 
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Purwaiinah given to the Ameeu, dated the 17th May 1795. 

The Goosaeens Chytun and Joad Greeri the Bankers who paj the Revenue 
of Agoree Barhur, have presented a petition stating that an order has been is- 
sued to put theui into possession of the Malikhana lands of liaja Run Bahadoor 
Sah and that a Chuprassie had been stationed for the purpose, but that they as 
yet had not been put in posseision thereof, nor had the collections from the Ma- 
likhana lands as yet come into their hands. You are therefore appointed as an 
Ameen over the Malikana lands of the said Raja, to which place you are to re- 
pair to make the collections of these lands and to remit the amount of tlie dif- 
ferent receipts to Government until further orders. 



Arzee from Rechpaul Singh, the brother of Raja Adil Sah, deceased. 

I beg leave to mention, that I have already presented a petition to you, 
stating that 1 am in balance to Baboo Bhoopnarain, the sum of Rs. 1,000, which 
sum I am ready to pay, and have asked him for a Farighkhutty, but the said 
Baboo now wishes me to pay this money as so much on account, and will not 
grant me a Farighkhutty, which petitio.i no doubt has come before you. l^ow the 
said Baboo is gone to you, and I am only prevented by sickness from attending 
also. I have therefore sent Jowahirlal, my vakeel, with the accounts to obtain a 
Farighkhutty and pay the above balance to the said Baboo I therefore hope 
you will order the Cutcherry Officer to cause the said Baboo to give me a dis- 
cbarge in full. 



APPENDIX L. 



Substance of the Reports from the Canoongoes of several of the Pergun- 
nahs in the Sircar of Ghazeepoor as to the specie in which the collections are made 
in them respectively. (Vide page 282.) 

1st, Pbrgunnah Zbhoorabad. Formerly the collections were made in the 

Tersoolee Specie but now in Siccas, allowing 1 
anna per Rupee for Batta. 

Stuf. Hbvblt Ghazbbpoor. In the time of Raja Bulwunt Singh the 

collections were made in Ghutsunna Rupees, on 
which a. Batta. waa collected of 2 Rs. 4 annas 
per cent. In Cheyt Singh's time Goursha- 
hees were iutrodoeed and the Zemindars collect- 
ed these from the Ryota and paid them to the 
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Amil, but sinoe the Uon*ble Company's accoB- 
sion and ever sinoe the beginning of 1197 Fus- 
lee, those who pay the Revenue collect Siccas 
from the Ryots and pay the same to the Amil, 
nor is there any Batta. 



Zrd. Perqunnah OF MoHUM uo- 

DABAD. 



From former times the Ryots used to pay 
to the Malgoozars, and they to the Byots, Ter- 
Booly Rupees, nor is there any Batta thereon, ex- 
cept on Mullet and Kucket Rupees from 1 R. to 
12 annas to 1 R. 8 annas, and now all the Ryots 
who pay Siccas take a deduction of 1 anna (or 
6^ per Cent.) per Rupee as the Batta in the Ter- 
soolee Chilian. 

4A. Pbbouknah OF KoPAOBEBT. At the time of the Settlement in 1971 

Fuslee, the Settlement was made in Tersooleet 
and the collections were made in the same ; bat 
now Siccas and Tersoolees are both customary, 
and the Tersoolee Batta is deducted. 

5^. Pbboummah of Sbkumdbb- The Settlement with Government for 1197 

POOB. was made in the Gourshahee Specie, but the 

Malgoozars and Ryots all pay in Tersoolies and 

pay 5 Rupees per cent*, for the Gourshahee 

Batta. 



ith, PBBaUNNAH of ChOWSA. 



7th. Pbeounnah OF Khbbebd. 



Sih. LUKBBSUB. 



From the time of the Settlement of 1197 
Fuslee the collections have been made in Sicca, 
except the instance of the Village of Sbetab- 
poor, the Istumraree Jumma of which is Gour- 
shahee, and there only, the Ryots and Mal- 
goozars pay iu Gourshahee to Government, aud 
besides this, the Sicca Rupee is the one used in 
Currency. 

The Malgoozars collect Choura Gourshahees 
from the Ryots and pay the same to the Amil. 

Heretofore, according to the Tersoolee Jum- 
ma, Tersoolees were also collected, but since 
1197 the Amils collect iu Gourshahees, and 
sinoe the time of Mirza Assud Uila, or from 
1202 Fuslee, 2^ per cent, for Gourshahees are 
allowed as a deduction, and the Ryots also pay- 
ing in Siccas to the Zemindars receive a simi- 
lar deduction. 
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APPENDIX M. 



S3rd December. 1794^ The m 

find ABsUtant respecting tbe ^ 

deductions to be granted in 

%^*^*Tm2 ^"^**^' JONATHAN DUNCAN Esq. 



RendmU 



Bib, 



In oomplianoe with your itistruotions, on concluding my business in tbo 
Pergunnah of Luknessur, I proceeded to this place where I arrived on the 1 7th 
Ultimo, and have since been daily employed in the investigation of those matters 
you were pleased to entrust to me viz. 

l«t The ascertainment of the real deioiency of Funds in this Pergunnah. 

2nd The real amount of the losses subtained in it by the Amil. 

8f (2. To endeavour as fi^r as possible to conclude a Settlement for its pre- 
sent Cutcha Mehals. 

I have now the honor to lay before you the result of my enquires which 
I hope may meet with your approbation and that it will appear to you that my 
utmost endeavours have been exacted to fulfil the objects of my deputation. 

The Enclosure No. 1* contains an account of the Yearly Receipts of those 
^ Eenters (whose Mehals were by the Amil and Canoon- 

goes represented to be overassessed) for the last four 
Years as taken from their Putwaries' accounts compared with the Jumma payable 
to Government; but I having much reason to doubt their correctness, particularly 
as many of the Zemindars volantarily came forward and proposed a much smaller 
deduction being granted them than they by their Putwaries' account -seem entitled 
to receiye. I had in most cases set them entirely aside and referred myself to 
other recorder and to the information given me from respectable inhabitants of the 
Peigunnah who were most conversant on the object. 

The Enclosure No. S* exhibits an account of the deficiency of Jaydad in 

the Pergunnah, exclusive of that in those MehaU which 
* Not printed. 

remained Cutcha on the making of the General Settle- 
ment of 1197 Fuslee, amounting yearly to Sicca Rupees 4,422, which account I 
have reason to believe contains as exact a settlement thereof as can be obtained, 
particularly as it so nearly corresponds with the amount of the now outstanding 
Balances in the Pergunnah, and should it appear proper to grant this much deduc- 
tfoo in the Yearly Jumma of these Mehals, theii Rental even then will consider- 
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ably exceed the Medium of tbe Jumma thej paid for the 10 Teara preceding the 
general Settlement. 

The Enclosure No. 3* conUina an exact Statement of the Amil's losses 

• Not ntecL *" ***^ Pergnnnah amounting to Sicca Rupees 26,i02-8-9, 

on which 1 can ouly say that the amount due from the 
Mehals on which a Settleraeut had been made, has been admitted to be just by 
the different Renters from whom it is due, and that the loss sustained on those 
which remained Amanee corresponds with the account tkereof given in by the 
Canoongoes as likewise with the Cutcha Jummabundy of each village, so that I 
think there does not a doubt remain of its correctness. 

The Enclosure No. 4* contains my proposed Settlement of the several Cutcba 

Mehals in this Pergunnah, all of which waits your con- 

* Not prioted. 

firmation to be carried into effect ; I having taken no 

Cabooleeut from the Renters, but merely a sort of Ikramamah wherein they agree 
to abide by the Jumma now submitted for your considemtion provided it meets 
with your approval. I was however induced from various reasons to make the 
Talooka of Ghomer an exception to this general rule, for having found it ex- 
tremely difficult to bring the Zemindars thereof to listen to any moderate terms, 
and the Arail and every other person concerned being very solicitous that a settle- 
ment should be concluded with them, and seeing the heavy loss sustained on it 
only in 4 Years, having at last brought them to agree to the Jumma, it ia now 
fixed at Rs. 7,775 without any increase (which I wished much to put on it, but 
to which I found it impossible to make them submit). I thought it preferable to 
conclude with them altogether than leave it to be done hereafter, in case of their 
again starting new ol Jections, and thereby subjecting Government to similar year- 
ly losses iu futui accordingly took a Cabooleeut from them and invested them 
with the management of the Talooka, the principal Putteedars in which are to 
accompany me to Benares, and there entering into the required securities to be- 
come Huzoory Malgooiars. 

The remaining part of the proposed Settlement I have every reason to 
believe is a good one, both for Government and the Renters, and under which (if 
confirmed) I hope there is no doubt of the prosperity of the Mehals included 
iu it. 

It was first my intention to have fixed their Jumma at once without any 
increase, but I found that owing to several of the villages being rather out of cul- 
tivation, the renters would not agree to the Jumma at first proposed, and that 
had I fixed it at once as first intended, I should have &llen about Rs. 3,000 de- 
ficient yearly of the Jumma fixed on them in 1197, whereas by my making this 
yearly increase on the greater part of them for the five next succeeding years in 
1206 Fuslee, I shall only be about Rupees 1,000 short of their former Rental, 
which added to the deficiency of Jay dad in the other Mehals {even should that 
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be given up) the Jumma of 1 206 Fuslee will be little more than Rs 5,000 
short of that assessed ou the Pergunnah in the Fuslee year 1197. 

I have <Src. 

<Sd.) Alex. DUNCAN, 

2tid Asstntant. 
ZbhanbaHv 1 

Uth December, 1794. j 



APPENDIX N. 



Keport of Ram Chund Pundit about Suktes Ghur. 

Vide page 284. 

Suktes Ghur is divided into four Talooks. 

I st, Talooka of Rajegurh. 
2nd. do. of Daranagurh. 
Zrd. do. of Kowlana. 
^th, do. of Seorana. 

The two first lie to the Southward of the hills among which Suktesghur 
fort is situated, and the two last to the Northward of the said Hills. Kowlana 
occupying from Suktesghur to the Ghaut or the verge of the Hills, and Seorana 
from thence to the Gauges river side. 

List of the villages in the Talooka of Rajegurh. 

Ist. Those where the ten years' settlement continues permanent. 
None. 

2nd. Those for which applications have been delivered in, to take the 
same on the footing of a permanent settlement. 

1. Peeperwor. 

2. Hoondee. 

3. Cbowkana. 

8rd. As yet remaining Cutcha. 

1. Bheethee. 

2. Rajgurh Khas. * 

3. Deara, Hunowta. 
L Durwan. 
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5. Rampoor. 

6. Kawa. 

7. Nedehar, (CanooDgoes Jaydad.) 

In all 10 villages in the Talooka. 

LdBt of villages in the Talooka of Daranagnrh^ 



Fini, Where the ten years' settlement continues. 

1. Rajapoor. \ 

2. Dhekwa. > Let to Antmt Sfngfa« 

3. Daranagurh Ehaa. / 

5. Lahas Do. to Bisahooram. 

6. Rykra. Do. to Gnjrage Misr^ 

7. Dhenawnt Do. to Delloa Singh. 

Secondly. Villages for whioh there are appIioatioiMk 

1. Pokraur. 

2. Baar. 

3. Eoosnma. 

4. Boorturra. 

5. Sunra. 

Thirdly. Those that remain Catoha. 

1. Deopoora. 

2. Gypoor. 



8. 


Bhurkok. 


4. 


Dhoorker. 


6. 


Tendooah- 


6. 


Dhawrha. 


7. 


Putteery. 


8. 


Bhughannda. 


9. 


Kurowndeh. 


10. 


Loosa. 


11. 


Easoopoor. 



Total 24 villages in this Talooka. 
List of villages in the Talooka of Eowlana. 
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First Those where the 10 years' settlement remains. 

1. Eootelwa. 

3. Eobah. 

3. Buragaung. 

4. Golinpoor, 

5. Lehewra. 

6. Murifa. 

7. Beeleepoor. 

Secondly, Villages for which there are applications. 

1. Nonawlee. 

2. Tendooa. 

3. Anuntpoora. 

4. Poorinnea. 

5. Bheree. 

Thirdly, Which are to remain Cutoha. 

1. Bampoor, Suktes Gurh Khas. 

2. Goberdiha. 

3. Laulpoor. 

4. Jowgurh. 

5. Iserynagurh. 

6. Gobdhera. 

7. Peeprahee. 
S. Eurkecha. 

9. Harchora, Cheetempoor. 

1 0. Chetterbujepoor. 

11. Doolliadowl. 

12. Barradhee. 

13. Burra Gaung. 

14. Bejoorhee. 

15. Seopoora. 

16. Eoosumbhee. 

17. Tetwa. 

18. Choomura. 

19. Dowha. 
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20. Behera. 

21. Suiudwa. 



In all 33 Tillages. 

List of villages in the Talooka of Seorana. / 

First, Where the 10 years* Settlement remains. 
1. Sundhora. 

Secondly. For which there are applications. 

1. Belwun. 

2. Katuchee. 

3. Pussya. 

4. Serya. 

Total 5 villages. 
Thus there appear to be 72 villages in Suktes Gurh. 

On my arrival at Suktes Gurh I sent persons of credit into each of the 
Talooks with instructions to take care^of the said Jaydad or produce of 1199 and 
that having made, an estimate, as far as occular inspection and local enquiry would 
admit of accuracy, of the extent of land in cultivation <kc., that they should send 
me the particulars thereof, and also to send in the Mehtoun or Mokuddum of 
each village, (there being no Zemindars), and accordingly the result of the gene 
ral estimate thus made is hereunder submitted. 



Ist. Talooka of Rajegurh. 

Deduct Jungle, 

Remains, 

Of which in cultivation, ... 

Old fallow, 

2nd. Talooka of Daranagurh,... 
Deduct Jungle, 

Remains, 

Of which in cultivation, ... 

Old fallow, 





BteffOi 


12,9t8 


... .. 


5,250 


7,698 





8,645 


... •• 


4,053 


... 


31,519 





11,530 


••• •• 


19,989 


... •• 


10,748 





9,241 
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3rd. Talooka of Kowlaca, 84,782 

Jungle, 21,690 



Remains, ... ... ... 13,192 

Cultivated, 6,45S 



Old fallow, 6,734 



4th. Talooka of Seorana, ^ 7,837 

Jungle, 637 



Remains, 7,200 

Cultivated, 3,637 



Old fallow, 3,563 



If. B, The above account or estimate is made on calculation of Cutcha 
Beegahs and the people there say that 2^ of these Beegahs will be equal to I Beegah 
measured according to the Rod of 3 Dera Ilahee, but as I am not quite certain 
of this, I only yet give it as report. 

i 

Besides the villages above enumerated, there are various others which 
have lain so long fallow and waste that their names do no longer appear in the 
papers and a farther enquiry is necessary to make an accurate report of them. 

Several of those who continue to adhere to their 10 years' Pottah did 
nevertheless complain of the hardship which they this year experienced from the 
effects of the draught, in consideration to which circumstance I have allowed some 
part of the Jummatolie over till next year, enjoining these Puttah-holders to exp- 
ert themselves for the cultivation of the fallow land within their respective limits 
and observing to them that I only in fact urged them for their advantage since 
neither I nor the Government could profit thereby, farther than in the pleasure 
of seeing the country in a state of culture. 

To the Mohtouns or Mokuddums of the Cutcha villages I proposed to 
take Pottahs for the term of their lives, under the Resident's signature, and, se- 
veral having agreed to this, their written applications have been received accord- 
^Qgly, and they are now hopeful to obtain Pottahs. Some however objected 
saying " we cannot now enter into Cabooleeuts, but must wait to see how the 
i^n will fall in the month of Assar.'' In this caution of theirs I acquiesced 
provided they woold engage in writing to exert themselves at all events in the 
ooltivation and be answerable for the same, whereupon in the month of Assar 
or Kartick a Cabooleeut should be taken from them, according to the produce. 
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tJpon this they represented that provided their undermentioned proposals were 
accepted by Govemment they would certainly take charge of the cultivation. 

Those of the Talooks of Bajegnrh and, Daranagurh went to the following 
points : — That their (that is, the Mokuddum's,) Rate of payment might be Jth 
and that of the Ryots ^rd for land called Pah, or cultivated land, and for Purtee or 
(allow land, one-fourth, and for Jungle land according to agreement, and that in 
fixing the Kunkoot and Nerk, no severity be used, and that the Abwab called Hor- 
reka (being 1 rupee per plough) might be given up, and that for every plough half 
a Beegah might be given up as the right of the Ploughman and that the Govern - 
ili6nt might defray half of the expense of repiiiring Wells and Dykes Ac. and 
that they may be assisted with Tuccavee seed according to their wants ; on which 
conditions they will engage, provided the rains shall fall seasonably, duly to car- 
ry on the cultivation. 

On enquiring how long the Hurreka Abwab had been established, it ap- 
peared to have existed 36 years. I therefore said that such an old Abwab could 
not be given up, and although they could state to this no reasonable objections 
yet by their solicitations and entreaties I did, on the Mokuddum's ploughs, give 
up eight annas and retain the other eight, and as to what they requested for the 
Ploughman, I refused it as a thing quite unheard of and unprecedented and as 
to allowing to them half the repairs of the Wells and Dykes this appeared to me 
also improper, since they only pay Jth of their produce to Government Whence 
then can they (as I urged to them) claim from it half of their charges for repairs, 
^eing thus defeated in argument, it was at length settled between us to allow 
them |rd of their charges for Wells and Dykes, and I promised also to assist them 
with Tuccavee, and having thus satisfied them, they have entered into written en- 
gagements, stipidating : — 

That if the rain falls seasonably and they are assisted with grain seed then 
they will in five years bring all the fallow land into cultivation— paying as fol- 

^^g . The Mokuddums Jth of the produce as well for Pah (cultivated) as for 

Purtee (Mow) land. 

The Assamees or Ryots ^rd for Pah Land and Jth for Purtee Land for the 
first year, and from the 2nd year Jth. And that disputes about the Kunkoot 
(should they occur) shall be settled by the Ameen and Salis. 

And that the Betay crop ground shall be measured by the Gcvemtnent's 
trieasuring Rod and the estimate made on Pukhta or full Beegahs and on Pukhtt 
maunds. 

And that they will pay half the Hureka Abwab, the other half being given 
tip to them. 

And that they will allow in theur payments on the Nakdee crop 1ni4 kt 
the Kusrat or difference between the old and new Luttehs or measuring roda tfce 
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tki6% of which are by the general regulations to be fixed on the footing of 1187 
Fuslee. And that they will abide by the Nerknamas, as sent annually from the 
Resident's Cutcherry. And that they are to receive from the Amil annually 
Jrd of the expense of the repairs of Wells and Djkes. And that if they should 
fail in bringing the fallow land into cultivation in the proportions understated, they 
agree to pay the Revenue for the said fallow land as if cultivated, to shew which 
proportions, those whereby the cultivation is thus stipulated to be carried on in 
the village Bughonda are here stated as follows : — 

Total Beegahs, «. 1,725 

Jungle, 20(^ 



Remains Pah and Purtee or cultivated and falloWi ... 1,525 
Deduct Pah or cultivated, »• 700 

Whereof the cultivation is to be made as follows : -* 

In 1,200 lOo 

1.201 150 

1.202 200 

1.203 225 

1.204 150 
Talooka of Eowlana. 

Sundry villages in this Talooka have always paid a ready money Jamma 
and this year the drought has prevented the growth of the crops. Many of the 
Ryots had run away and gone into other places, but I sent people and having 
brought them back, I asked why they had run away, to which they replied that 
they had done so from helplessness and fear in respect to the payment of the 
Revenue. I therefore encouraged them all to return to their houses, and that I 
would receive during the next year what was due from them for this on condi- 
tion that they would agree to increase their cultivation and give security to do 
80, both which they have done accordingly. They however represented that they 
were quite helpless and desired to have some Tuccavee assistance, which I accord* 
ingly promised them according to their necessities in the month of Assar. This 
Talooka being situated close to the Fortress and Garrison of Chunar, it is ex« 
posed to great oppression from those who go out for milk, sheep, straw, bhoos and 
bamboos, on which account it is not well cultivated, but 1 have done what I could 
to satisfy the Ryots on this head, by having stationed a Vakeel at Chunar to act 
with the different gentlemen, and if this expedient produce not any good effect, 
the matter must be set to rights by your authority. Meanwhile there is no occa* 
sion for interference. 

The Eowsnksare also ready and prepared to bring this Talooka into 
cultivation, and they will in one month's time arrive with their implements. Ai 
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to the Talooka of Seorana it only consists of 5 Aslee Villages of which one (Sun- 
dhora) continues to be held by Meherbaun the 10 Years' Pottah- holder, and in 
consideration of his representing his state of helplessness from the effects of 
the drought I agreed to let 200 Eupees of his lie over till the ensuing year, be- 
sides which 70 Es. have been given up or suspended on account of the Land 
occupied by Colonel McGrowan, 

There being a great deal of Jungle in Suktes Gurh the wood-dealers fre- 
quent it and felling their wood bring it to Benares for sale, paying a due thereon 
to the Amil, called Bunkutty, of 1 anna per Bullock per month, as I heard that 
they cut up also other productive Trees besides those fit for firewood, such as 
Khyra, Peear, Bela &o,, and that they also made their cuttings in the Jungle in a 
very urregular and immethodical way, felling it here and there wherever they 
liked, I have therefore opposed this, and forbid any one's cutting in the Jungle 
without authority. Thus making them all assemble where I was, in their idea no 
doubt that some new exaction from them vras aimed at, I told them that such 
was by nc means my attention, but that there were two points I required their ad- 
herence to, the 1st, not to cut down productive Trees, and the 2nd, to cut down 
such parts of the Jungle as my Deputy should point out to them with a view to 
promote the cultivation. All this they agreed to, representing however that 
it might not always answer their ends to cut down such parts of the Jungle as 
my Zillahdar might point out, as not perhaps producing the Timber they wanted ; 
in answer to which I told them to make themselves easy on that score as I would 
appoint a person to buy from them all such rejected cuttings. Becoming thus 
fully satis6ed, they entered into a Mochulka to act in the several points as aboTe. 

The following are the principal Trees prohibited to be cut down : — 

Khyra. 

Peear Meewa. 

Mehooa. 

Awla. 

Baboor. 

Tendoo. 

Imlee. 

Prass. 

Amaltas. 

Bhela. 

Bejehsaar. 

There reside in the jungle a class of Woodmen called Kolea, who bring 
out the products of the woods and sell the same, paying to the Amil two Feloos or 
pne Taka per head per week. I sent for them and told them that I undestood other 
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people carried these products of the woods whithersoever they pleased and that 
they took no care of this, and that besides they were immediately on hearing and 
learning any thing of the facts of Thieves or Robbers to give the Amil notice 
thereof and that they should take care and preserve the products of the jungles 
and bring them for sale into the Bazar of Suktes Ghur, where they would always 
get a due price forthem from Goal Chowdree ; and that besides this I required three or 
four of these Koles to be always in attendence as Guards to the Fort and that they 
should be taken care of and provided in a subsistance. Upon this they represen- 
ted that they consisted of two bodies living in the Villages of Simri and Serso in 
the bosom of the Hills, in which two Villages they did heretofore carry on some 
cultivation, and were also always ready and executed the Amil's orders, but that 
since the former Amils began to demand Revenue from them, they had given 
up their Cultivation in the aforesaid Villages and that many of their brethem 
had fled, and gone to other places, a few only having remained, who have lived on 
Mehooa and other fruits, and that if Government would now let their Cultivation 
in the said two Villages remain free, and excuse also the Taka per week to which 
they are now liable, they would recall their deserted brethem, and all remain . 
ready in their duty acd obedience to Government. I told them that I excused 
them the Taka Duty and that I would submit also and recommend to the Re- 
sident their request about the two villages, whereupon Jfurree and Hurbunse, their 
two Chiefs, agreed and stipulated on the conditions aforesaid to bring the product 
of the Jungle for Sale to Gowal Chowdree, and not to allow all others indiffer- 
ently to carry away the said products. 

The Resident having considered the above Report signifies to Ram Chund 
Resident's Proceedings Pundit a general approbation of his well meant exer- 
ttereon, tions for putting Suktes Ghur into a state of cultiva- 

tion and progressive improvement, and with regard to the particular steps which 
are proposed and have, by the said Pundit, been concerted and agreed to on the 
spot, the Resident confirms them as follows :— 

1 8U To grant permanent Pottahs for the lives of the parties soHciting them. 

2ncL To let the rates of payment of Revenue be fixed as therein propo- 
sed, viz. 

Ist. For the Mehtous at Jth for Pah and Purtee Land with 8 annas de- 
duction of the Hurreka Tax. 

^ 2nd. For the Assamies or Ryots at Jrd for Pah and at Jth for Purtee. 
3rd. To allow Jrd of the charge for repairing Wells and Dykes. 
ith. To grant Tuccavee and seeds as requested. 

He further^pproved of the Kowsuks, (or Inhabitants from the Talooka of 
Kowsuks being tranrferred Cliut in Ghazeepoor), being settled in Kowlana for the 
into this District. purpose of bringing the Lands there into Cultivation. 
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As also of the measorea for preserving the serviceable Trees and for 
enttiog down the Jungle in the most advantageous manner. 

• Together with the Proceedings relative to the Koles, in respect to whom 

J . - ^ . it was ordered that they be permitted to recultivate 

their two Villiigen of Simri and Serso without paving any 

Bevenue on that account, on condition of actiug as Servants to Government is 

Suktes Gurh, and guarding and protectiug the same from the inroads of Thievo 

and Bobbers. 

The Resident finds it necessary here to remark that the state of the 
Tuppeh of Suktes Gurh has, ever since its first Settle- 

J^^^ll^iX^. '"«"* '° »1»«' ^'"^ P'«'«»*-«d f^"" improving, lat 
by the undue weight of the Jumma thereon which has 
proved too much for the impoverished state of that before exhausted and remote 
and hilly Country to prosper under, and 2ndly by its Amildaree not having been 
till of late sufiiciently attended to, in consequence whereof it has had several act- 
ing Collectors, all of whom have not been so solicitous as they should have been 
for its prosperity, and the result of all has' been that the Amil (Ram Chund Paa 
dit) has, in making good his payments to Government, been a sufierer of several 
thousand Rupees, whilst the several parties, who obtained Pottahs as Zemmdars 
or Farmers on a Term of Ten Years, have all, except 7, fallen themselves in arrears 
to the Amil and resigned or absconded, all which will more fully appear from the 
undermentioned particulars and successive descriptions of the present situation of 
the several Pottah-holders under the decennial settlement which was entered ia 
the Proceedings of the 10th of March 1790. 

ItL Baghoondah Ic., 16 villages then let to Dhoomnn Sing. 

This man, (who is the brother's son of Ranny Bishen Eoowur) falling in 
balance absconded, and having since been brought back has entered an Astafia 
or Resignation of whatever right or title he might possess in the Pottah for 
the unexpired part of the term of the Lease in question. 

The 2nd Pottah in this Settlement is for three Villages let to Dumsa 
Bbaritee, who died last hot weather. His Chelas who have some free lands 
there, are unwilling to continue the 10 years* engagements for all the three Tillages, 
but have retained two of them, the other, called Dhoorka, being by them resigned. 

The Zrd Pottah is for two Villages to Anunt Sing, an inhabitant of the 
Talooka, who is satisfied with and proceeding on his Lease. 

The 4th Pottah is for six Villages to Dillon Sing, four whereof being the 
I^emindaree of Sheo Baksh, and disputes having thence ensued, as already fully re- 
corded in the Proceedings, Dillon Smg reUnquished the four Villages in question 
b^ing. 
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Pooseneah. 
Gogadrah. 
Plessrabee. 
Kureahahah. 

Which were relinquished by Dillon Sing (as per Proceedings of the 19th 
of March last), with an intent that they should, either one or more of them, be 
ultimately restored to Sheo Buksh or his family on their coming in and surren- 
dering themselves for trial which having done shortly after, they have nevertheless 
since absconded, (as also recorded in the Proceedings), since which their family 
having been arrested at Chunar, they have in consideration thereof, and of a 
Pottah being to be granted for two of the above Villages in favour of their youngs 
cr brother Himmut Behader, given security for their future good behaviour, 
and the arrest has in consequence been taken off irom their family. 

The 5th Pottah is in favor of Roopnaut Misr for Raje Gurh <feo. in all ten 
Villages. He fell in balance in 11 98 and wrote on Astaffa or Relinquishment of 
his lease to Gomaun Sing, the local collector there on the part of the AmiL H9 
lives in Chunar within the Lines, and now decUnes to contmue his engagements. 

Ordered therefore that he be allowed, in view to the more advantageous 
Settlement of this part of the Talooka, to relinquish his Lease. 

The 6th Pottah is for one Village in the name of Bisahooram Papdeh 
an inhabitant there^ and is continued and in force. 

The 1th Pottah in favor of Gujraje Misr is also eontinned and in force. 
He is also on inhabitant of the Talooka. 

The 8th Pottah is in favor of Phelwan Kaet, who dying in Jeyt last, hit 
son has entered into an Astaffa. 

The 9th Pottah is in favor of Gowal Ohowdree for three villages. Not giving 
security last year the Amil collected the lands cutcba. He has now given an 
A8ta£&. 

The 10th Pottah stands in &vor of Takhut Ohowdree imd is oo^iinned 
and in force. 

The 1 1 th ditto ditto ditto. 

The 12th Pottah stands in favor of Bussunt LauL 

This num is an inhabitant of Kereeat Sekhur and never appears to have 
obtained real poflsesaion, and he gave in his relinquishment to Dellon Singh, the 
oollector, in 1 1 97, sinoe which the village has b^n collocted through various chan* 
nab. 
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The ISth Pottah is ic the name of Bundhoo Singh. He has paid up the 
Bevenue till the end of last year, but never took out his Pottah and has from 
the beginning of this year deserted the farm and gon^ into Chowrassy. His bro- 
ther Hecha has entered into an Astaffa, 

The 14th Pottah is in favor of Gohaber or Gauber Singh. He refused 
frcm the beginning of 1198 to hold his lease, but offered to cultivate as a Cutcha 
Ryot, T^hich was accordingly given him for his own immediate' cultivation in like 
manner with other Pottahs to the other Ryots. He is now to be continued on the 
footing of the new Settlement. 

The 15th Pottah stands in the name of Meherbaun Singh for two villages, 
concerning one of which, Sindhora, he complains that 42 Beegahs of the ground 
thereof hath been included in Lieutenant-Colonel McGowan's Garden, the Jamma 
of which being 70 Rupees, he cannot, he says, hold his Pottah unless he receive 
the retribution of this loss. 

The Resident observes that when he was last year at Chunar this claim 
came before him and he thought it had been settled ; but what was then promised 
appears not to have taken place. 

The former has now delivered in his Astaflfa. 

The 16th Pottah is in the name of Byjenauth, Rajpoot. There having 
been a mortality in his family he declares himself unable to go on with his lease 
and has given an A staffs. 

Ordered that he be permitted to resign. 

The 17th Pottah is in the name of Gujeraje, which Pottah is continued 
and in force. 

The 18th Pottah is in favor of Odeabjeet. He pleads having lost so many 
cattle by tigers and maladies as to be unable to continue his lease, 
Ordered therefore that he be allowed to relinquish it. 

The 19th Pottah is in favor of Beer Singh. By a letter written by this 
man in Bjsack last to the Amil, it appears that he therein declines all respon- 
sibility for the two first years of his lease, and although he says at the end of it 
that he will attend on the Amil, yet he has never to this day done so, whilsf the 
five villages included in this Tahud are to the end of 1198 in balance upwards of 
400 Rs. 

In view principally to this man's non-attendance, an advertisement was 
issued on the 22nd of April 1792, reciting that all absconded Pottah-holders 
should be held to attend and make their appearance in 15 days from that date 
on pain of having their Pottahs declared invalid and cancelled and of other 
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Pottabs being in lieu thereof issued in favor of others. Beer Singh did not how- 
ever appear either before the Amil or Resident nor has he ever done so or sent 
any agent since that time, so that the villages in question have necessarily been 
collected Cutcha for all 1199. On every account therefore Beer Singh's Pottah 
18 declared null and void and by him justly forfeited. 

The 20th Pottah is in favor of the same man as the 9th and the same order 
is applicable to it, and an Astafia has bet^n given for it. 

Such being the state of this Tuppeh, and neither the Amil or Ryots being 
likely to prosper on the increasing rate of Jumma stipulated according to the 
plan and terms of the decennial Settlement, the Resident has entrusted Ram 
Chund Pundit, (in whose honesty and real personal anxiety for the prosperity of 
that part of the country he has much confidence), to prepare, in concurrence with 
the Canoongoe, such a settlement for the lives of the respective parties who 
shall now engage, (that term being laid down by the Board's Orders of the 11th 
February 1791), as may enable them with sufficient ease and certainty to pay 
the Revenue and ensure the gradual improvement and prosperity of the country . 
With this view, and to ascertain the funds. Ram Chund has within these last six 
months gone at two different times into that part of the country and residing 
there for some time at each period has ascertained the Jaydad and brought down 
a plan of Settlement to the amount on the whole, (exclusive of the Canoongoo's 
village,) of Rupees 15,006 per annum. 

Ram Chund Pundit's ac- Rg^d the following translated representation 

count of Talooka Suktes ,*, , ^,r.,,. 

Gurh. from the Amil on the state of the Talooka : — 

The state of the deficiency in the Talooka of Suktesgurh is as follows : — 

In the year 1187 Fuslee the Talooka in question was in a state of pros- 
perity and the Gunges in it were inhabited by respectable merchants and it was 
full of Mango and Mehooa trees which produced a great sayer Revenue, so that 
its Jumma stood at Rs. 23,000, but in the beginning of the year 1189 Fuslee, in 
the month of Bhadon, at the time of the expulsion of Raja Cheyt Singh, many 
disturbances and troubles happened there, as being the actual scene where they 
passed, and owing to the troops marching backward and forward, and to the 
camps being there for a long time, the Ryots were ruined and the Mahajuns fled, 
and from the beginning of 1189 to the end of the year 1190, which is two years, 
the Amils that went there paid no attention to this ruined state of the country, 
but only looked to the securing of the former Revenue for the time being, for 
which reason the said Talooka fell off and the Revenue was not collected, and the 
Amils were at the same time ruined. In the year 1191 when no one would take 
the country an Amanee Amil was sent by Baboo Juggerdeo Singh who settled an 
Amanee Jumma of Rupees 16,300, and if the country had remained Amanee for 
2 or 3 years it no doubt would have got a little again into cultivation, but from 
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the jear 1192 it came iato the hands of Aga Sadik, who sent Maniok Chund to 
the plaoe^is his Naib, who paid not the least attention to the advantage of the 
oountrj, but laid on a heavy Jumma, besides new and unheard of Abwabs, tuoh 
as are not known in the records, so that at length neither the people nor impb- 
ments of Husbandry remained. In the year 1195, the Sayer and Mai Jumma 
altogether amounted to Rs. 17,900, but this was raised by nothing but oppres- 
sion and severity. 

When in the year 1196 the English authority took place in the collec- 
tions, the Canoongoe there, from not knowing better and paying no attention to 
the loss that must accrue from the Sayer being given up, prese nted the Resident 
with a Doul, without reflection, and it so happened that even upon the amount 
of this Doul, 600 Rs. for the first year and 200 Rs. of increase for every future 
year were assessed on the 5 years* lease he had given to Ishury Pershaud, (the 
nephew of Ram Chund Pundit). When I went into the Talooka and saw how 
inadequate the country was to the Jumma I naturally had recourse on the Canoon- 
goe, but I got no reasonable answer, wherefore being helpless I made my settlement 
at H,500 Rs. and had even this Jumma remained permanent, the country would 
certainly have Improved, but from the beginning of 1197 the Mofussil Jumma was 
attempted to be raised in proportion to the Sudder one, which disturbed and dis- 
tressed the Ryots, whilst the farmers only fell in balance, and yet the amount of 
the stipulated revenue was not realized, insomuch that in about 4 years the Amil 
has lost nearly 10,000 Rupees, as will appear by the account of the collections. 
At length in the year 1199, when there was also a great draught, the farmers 
gave in their Astaffas and retired in balance. Being helpless, a Jummabundy of 
Rs. 13,838-12-0 was settled, but owing to the ruined state of the country even 
this was not fully collected, and in the beginning of 1200 I gave up what was 
due from the Ryots, in view to the cultivation, and by giving them Tuccayee and 
encouraging them, and with the assistance of my own Bullocks and seed, I got the 
country into oultivationu 

And now that the Resident has fixed the Jumma of the said Talooka at 
16,000 Rs. in fSeiYor of the local Mokuddums and Mehtouns without any rise» 
the whole country is satisfied and happy, and are all employed in the cultivation 
of their lands, and they all know that at last they are relieved by your (the Re- 
sident's) kindness from their wretched situations, and it is certain that in the 
course of a few years the whole country will be completely cultivated. 
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The Doul of this Mehal, (which the Ganoongoe gave in without informa- 
tion), was, for 119C, Rs. 16,714-10, (as per Ptoceedings, 

AocouDt of the Mofussn of the 26th December 1788), but when the Amil went to 
Colleotiona for the Ust 4 
Yeaiv. realize the funds he could only assess about 14,500 

Rs, whereof was collected Rupees 13,168, 15^ annaa. 

The Collections for the following years have been as follows : — 

In 1197. _ 14,386 lOJ 

1198 13,736 2 

1199 11,648 6 

On the whole the Resident has no doubt of the expediency and justice, 
not to say necessity, of confirming the proposed new 
Uem."to£ <2^,*tXT..^*' Settlement for the lives of the parties, which be aocor- 
diogly now does, as per the following account particu- 
lars thereof. 
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Abadex— Inhabited part of village. 

Abwab or Aboab— Subsidiary ceases. 

Adawlxit — Court of Justice. 

Adhamsb — Half an anna interest per rupee. 

Agobse Buttat or Aoobbx BETAY—Taking the 
QoYemroent share of the produce after the 
grain is reaped. 

Ahbbh — Herdsman. 

Akbas, Eerab or Ikrab— Agreement. 

Alla Sicca =17 Tacca or double pice. 

Aif ANSI— Held under direct management. 

Akxen— Revenue Officer employed by Govern- 
ment to examine and regulate the Reve- 
nues of a district 

Axil or Auhil — Revenue Collecting Officer, 
Manager. 

AiOL NAMA — Rules for the guidance of Amils. 

AxLAH— Ministerial Officers. 

Amulnaxa — Written Commission. 

Aret— Brokerage, Commission. 

AasAMXB— Cultivator. 

AssAB— The 10th month of the year. 

AssiL—The real amount (as applied to the 
Government demand). 

Assist or Ausin— 1st month of the year. 

AsHBUTTES or QoLD MoHUB— A gold coin=16 
Rupees. 

ATEST— Ascetic, devotee, stranger who comes 
to take shelter, religious mendicant. 

AuoBTJN — 3rd month of the year. 

Ayxa— Land given as a reward by the king at 
a very low rent. 

Badfebosh — Minstrel or Musician, 

Bakee— Balance. 

Batta — Discount. 

Beat — Weighment dues. 

Beboha — Salt manufactured at Mongra was so 

called. 
Bbbgah, BiGA— A measure of land varying in 

size, but in N. W. P. about t of an acre. 
BsxjUK— Invoice. 
Behleea —Foresters. 
Benabe^ Sicca— 2s/].(2 
Bbpabeb, Beopabbb— Trader. 
Besbbs— Inorease. 



Bbtat — Land paying the revenue in kind. 

Beithkee— Examining fee. 

Bhadon— The last month of the year. 

Beet — Gifts or fees paid by Zemindars to Ca- 
noongoes and other Officials. 

Bhoq bhunduok— that kind of mortgage where 
the property is given over to the possession 
of the mortgagee. 

Bbubat or BuBHATEE — Payments made to 
Bankers on account advances made by 
them. 

Bhuttabah or Bhtttiabah — Person in charge 
of an inn or send. 

Bhaolse — ^Distribution of the harvest in previ- 
ously stipulated proportions between land- 
lord and tenant. 

BiLX(TKHTA— Payment at a fixed sum or rate. 

Bi8WA= l/20th part of Beegah. 

Biswas or Biswaksees— Fractions of a Biswa. 

BooBEE— Lands which have never been culti- 
vated. 

Bbbhbm Btwubt Pooean— Religious book of 
Hindus. 

BuoHEL — Inhabitants of Bughelkund are so 
called. 

BuKAL — A grain merchant. 

BuiOAH— Sandy land. 

BuNDOBUST — Settlement or arrangement &c. 

Bund — Embankment. 

Bun JUB— Waste land. 

BuBBHooNJA— <(3iain paroher. 

BuTATBE or Batai— Lands paying by a division 
of the Crop^ 

Btsakh— 8th month of the year. 

Caboolebut or Eubooleeut— An agreement. 

Caboolbbutdab— The party who binds himself 
by an agreement. 

Canoonqob— Superintendent of village ac- 
countants and registrar of landed property. 

Cazeb, CAUzr— Mahomedan Judge or Officer. 

Ohbbootbab — ^A platform. Custom house &o. 

Checobbl^A species of weed. 

Chebtawun — ^Waming or admonition. 

Chbtt— 7th month of the year. 

CHOOT-'Benuasioii of reyenue. 
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Choot Maait— Remissions or deductions in 

the Settlement. 
Chowdbib— H(^ of a tmde or tillage. 
Chuck— Portion of land divided ofll 
Chumab— Low caste. 
Chuprasbbb — A messenger or serrant who wears 

■ a badge. 
CHUTTACK~Mea8ure«2 os. 
CoTTAH— A measure of land being 1/20th part 

of a Beegah. 
CowBU— Shell 
Cbobb— Ten milUons. 
CiiTOHBBBT-->OiBce, Court. 

Dakhilla — Bankers' notes payaUe in a certain 
number of days, for revenue. 

Dam— Fortieth part of a rupee, otherwise 1 
anna=2dams. By the common people 
25 dams are calculated to a paisa. 

DanABUifOT SffFTLEMENT— Faying according 
to the estimated quantity of crop. 

Dandidab — Weighman. 

DiARA—- Land liable to be flooded. 

Dkhatt, Dkhateb— Belonging to or connected 
with a villsge. 

Bibbh— Taking li, as applied to loans. 

Dehiek — 10 per cent to Amil on account of 
management. 

OlRAH— Yard in measurement. 

Dkbah Illahbs— Standard yard instituted by 
Akber, declared by Government to be 33 
inches long. 

Debkbb— 50 per cent, premium on seed advan- 
ced to the ryota. 

Dkwan— Steward or head Officer* 

Dewabbe or DsHWABREE— Portion of grain set 
apart at each harvest for the Qod under 
whose especial care a village is placed. 

Dhebawdt— A piece or share of landed proper- 
ty in a joint tenancy villsge; eetlmated not 
measured. 

Dhbbm— Vide IMnm. 

Dbubx ^Conscience or religious faith. 

Bhubm Buvdeb — Fair weighment. 

Bhobbb or Dobt— Wa^eiman. 

DiRAM^ A small ooin. 

Doobobuvsebs—A class of Rajpoots. 

DouL, DowL— An estimate. 

DowM or DoH—Very low caste in Indite 

DBiBHTror DiBTi Bhukbttck— That kind of 
mortgage where the property is not trans- 
ferred to the possession of the mortgagee, 



but is only rendered respAiaible for tfaw 

debt. 
DUFTDR— An Office. 
Dubkhast — Written application. 
DuBKHUTTEES*- Rates of valuation. 
DuRTA Shekustx— Diluvion; land carried away 

by the river. 
DusTOOB-ooL-UMUL— Genera] regofatftioss; mlea 

of procedure. 
DoomooREB or DustooBT— Fee or perqaiatss 

paid to servants by one who sella to tliair 

master. 
DusTaK or Dostuck— Summons for payment 

of arrears of rent. 

Cnobetee -Engli^ 

EsTArFA, IsTEEFA— Deed of relinqoidtBieQt or 

resignation. 
Ewus MujBAT — Any thing given ia exofaange 

for deductiona. 

FA000N~6tii mouth of the year. 

FABum Khuttbb or FABEJiXBnTTT--Ao4ii^ 

tance. 
FklooS'-A small copper coin; term applied i» 

the paita of this co«atry. 
FouzDAB—Police Officer like a Hagistratau 
FouzDABiB— Criminal as dJatingiUahed iroaa 

Civii 
FusiLAif A—Harvest fee. 
FodLBE, FuasiLY^Harvest. 

Ghutsunma RcPEBs— Short weighty geaarallx 

applied to Furrnkabad rupees. 
Gilabbabeb— Throwing of earth lor embank* 

menta. 
GoSAEEH— Religious sect; a disdple of ChiuV 

yana. 
GHUBDEWABT—House taz. 
Ghubbbb— A fort. 
GoEND— Land near the village. 
GOOZUSHTA— PaFt. 
GOUBSBAHEB or GOBUBBSHAHEE Rvmi, lOli s 

100 Sicca rupees. 
GoMASHTAH —Agent, representative. 
GoBEHTB, QoBAiT— "V^ge watchm>n. 
GimJE— A market 

Hal Habil— Actual produce. 

Hakim— Government Officer in charge of a 

district &c 
Haut— A market. 
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HVAAM— Btfber. 

Hkma FsROSHj—Wood seller. 

HnrDOYKS— Hindee. 

HooKUMNAMA— Order of Government) regula- 
tion. 

HooxDEi or Aqaheb— Money advanced on in- 
terest to be realised by monthly instal- 
ments. 

HooNDESAWUN— Disooont on bankers' drafta, 
exchange. 

HooRMUT— Honor. 

HnK-UL-TEHSEBL— Right of collection, 

HuK Zkmindarbe— Landlord's due. 

HoozooB— Presence (applied to high Officials.) 

HURJINS— General crop of grain. 

HuBKARAS — Messengers. 

IBAKBK—Inhabitaot of Irak. 

Persia and Arabic. 
IsTXPA — Resignation of appointment fto. 
ISTIMBARBE 'Permanent tenure, unchangeable. 

Jaoorbb— Coarse sugar, molasses, sugar from 

the palmyra tree. 
Jaobeeb or Jaqutr— Grant of land in reward 

for service rendered. 
Jaitbbhben— Police Officer like Sub-Inspector, 

literally locum teneus. 
JuwAB, Juab — ^Answer. 

JATDAAD—Funds. 

JniADAB or JAMAOAB—The head of the badg- 
ed peons. 

J«TT, jATTa— The dth month of the year. 

Jhubee — Duty taken on groin. 

JoTB — Cultivation, also rent paid by a cultiva- 
tor. 

JuMif A—Government rental or revenue. 

JuUMABUNDEB— Rental statement 

JuMMA Kburch— Receipts and disbursements. 

JUMOLB —Wood, forest. 

Kaohie— A caste of cultivators, who raise vege- 
tables and flowers for sale. 

Kahar— Bearer. 

Kartick— 2nd month of the year. 

Kal SooTUB—One of the twenty one hells. 

Kkranoh, Karakch— a weight of 4 kinds = 10, 
12, 18, or 21 faoams. 

EnADB—Butcher. 

KHAL--Cana], creek. 

Kbaisa— As applied to land means that which 



ia held as the property of Government as 
distinguished from Jagheers and Inams. 

KiST—Instolment of payment (of revenue) 

KiSTBaNDEE — Arrangement for payment by in- 
stalments. 

Kham— Under direct managment (applied to 
land). 

Khab— Under direct management of Govern- 
ment. 

Khaka Shuvart— House duty. House oount- 
ing. 

Khanobe— Private. 

Kharjsb Jumma— Alienated from the Govern- 
ment demand. 

Khelaut — Dress of honor. 

Khkbjub or KHRRODi—Tax'on weavers. 

Kbood Kasht — Land cultivated by ryots resid- 
ing on the spot. 

Khrabobb— Joiner. 

Khuroha, Kbxrcha, Eubcha— Expenses. 

Ehurebf— The antunmal harvest. 

Ehuteek— Dealers in fruit. 

EisHNARPUN— Free lands to Brahmins. 

EoBREE or EuTREB— A Hlndu caste whose pro* 
fession is husbandry. 

EooAR— First month of the year. 

EooNBY— Cultivator. 

EooNJBA— Grain seller. 

EooBH — A circular endosuro in which a pile 
of wood was constructed and an old wo- 
man placed in the area to be burnt alive 
by Brahmans in the event of any Govern- 
ment Officer attempting to put them un- 
der restraint^ the consequenoes of the 
crime being supposed to devolve upon 
those who had driven the Brahmans t« 
perpetrate it. 

EooT— Estimate. 

EoTHEB— A factory, a banking house. 
Eotbaub, Eoyrab— Opium, vegetable and su- 
garcane cultivation. 

EucHET RuPEBS — Hammered or emshed m- 
pees. 

Eulwab -Liquor seller. 
EuBDBT— A machine used in eotton manufac- 
ture for separating the ootton from the 
seeds. 

EUKD6EEAH--MolaaB. 

EvBKOOT— Estimate^ appranement of the out- 

turn of the crop. 
EvpAB or EuppAVS— Uncleaned cotton. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



1^ • GLOSSARY. 

KusRAT— Diflference. Muffdssil or MoFoasiL— Interior of the couth 

KuTCHA — (As applied to settlement) where the try. 

collections are made directly from the cul- Muhal or Mehal — Division of land aepantely 

tivators. assessed. 

MnjRAT or MujRAEE— Deduction. 
Lac— One hundred thousand. Molla— Boatman. 

Lakhiraj — Free of rent or payment. Mullet Rupees— Defaced rupees, 

L0K8 — Bondsmen or slaves cultivators or Multana — A worn coin, becoming leas io 

ploughmen and laborers, so called in Ago- weight. 

ree Burhur and Bijehghur districts. Munsehara — Qlassman. 

LoTTAH, LuTTAH, Lateh or Leteh — measuring Mushrdtf — An accountant. 

rod* MusHUKBUSEE or Moshukubee— Landa leased 

on gross sums. 
Maaft or Maafee— Remission. Mutlah Shood— Acquainted. 

Mahajun— Banker. MuTSUDDEE—Accouatant, clerk. 

Mal— Original rent. Land revenue. Muzkooree— Temporarily employed. 

Malooozar— One who pays the revenue. NAIB—Deputy. 

Malqoozareb— Public revenue. Nan ear or Nancar— Allowance made to C»- 

Malikana — Allowance paid to the proprietor noongoes and others. 

by the person who occupies his land. Nbabut— The office of a Deputy. 

Mamooly— Customary (payment) Nedaaf— Cotton cleanser. 

Mauo, Mag or Mauqh— The 5th month of the Neqabaun— Watchman. 

ye»r. • Nerkh, Nirkh— Market price. 

Maund— Weight =40 Seers. Nisfa hibf— Half and half. 

Mkean A — Land in the middle of a village. NooR baf. — ^Dealer in cloth. 

Mehzer— A memorial, a round notice. Nuddt— River. 

MoHAfliL— Profits, gains. Nukdeb or Nekdt— Lands paying money rente. 

MoHDLLA— Ward, quarter. Nukdeb SETTLEMENT—Ready money Settle- 

Mokurureb, Mooubsrrt or Mokxtrert— Fixed, ment. 

settled, permanent. Nul, Nal or NEL—Measuring rod, 

Mokurureedar— The occupant of a farm or Nullah — ^Water-couree, oanaL 

estate paying a fixed or permament rate Nurk or Nbrk— Hell. 

of rent or revenue. Nuzbrana— Gift or present made by cultivators 

MOOCHULKA or MucHXTLKA— Written agreement, to land lord or others. 

bond or security, recognizance. Palo, Pullah— Land situated at a distsiice 

MoOBin>ouM->Head man of a village. from a village. 

MooBUMMiL— Full or complete. Palankkbn or Palanquw—A covered Jedan 

MooLBB— Radish. carried by men. 

Moolkbb Adawlut— Civil Court. Pasbaun— Watchman. 

MooETAQiR— Farmer. Patkasht— Non resident culUvatoni. 

MooNSHBB— Clerk, writer. Passi \^ 

MoOTRT— A tenure by which a tenant held Perheb i W**<*«n*n* 

different kinds of land and cultivated va- Perqunnah— A division of a district. 

rious crops at one fixed rate of money Permit or Pxtrmit— Custom-house duties. 

rent to the Zemindar. PERWANNAH-Written order. 

MouzAH, MozA— A village. Peshcush— Quit rent, tribute. 

MowKOOiT or MouKOOFEB— Items alienated Phatuck— Gateway. 

from revenue. Removed or aUenated. PooRTOfMASHEE—Full moon, end of Imur 
MowB or MowBAH— Loop at end of measuring month. 

«>^ Poos— 4th month of the year. 

MUDOOSABIB PuoKA PlOB— 34 to the Rupee. PoTTAH— Lease or agreement. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



GLOSSARY. 



1*TJ0KA — Ripe, madd of .brick, as applied to 
maBonry. 

PuLLAH—Land at a distance from the Tillage. 

PuBJOTB — Qround rent. 

PuBTEE — Waste land, out of cultivation. 

PuTTEB — Share of land. 

PuTTEBDAB>-OwBer of ft sub-diviflion of land 
in an estate. 

PuTWA— Upholdsterer. 

PoTWAREB or PoTTUAET— Village accountant. 

Ptkar — Small dealer, pedlar. 

Rahadart or Rahadabeb— Road cees, relating 
to road. 

Rahadaree Chowkeb— Road station for collec- 
tion of tolls &c. 

Raja— Ruler. 

Rajcoomab or Rajkoomar— A class of Raj- 
poots. 

Rajpoot — A caste below the Brahmins. 

RooBE— Cotton. 

RowANAH—Pass. 

RozEEMA-^Pensionary allowance. 
RozBBKADAB — Pensioner. 

RUBBY or RuBBEE— Spring harvest. 

RuQBUNSSES— A class of Rajpoots, 
infanticide. 

RusooM— Customary payment. 

RuBSOOM Khuzana— Treasury fees. 

RussUDEB, Resedbe, Rusdee — Progressive in- 
crease (of Revenue.) 

Ruw A JOOL-MOOLK— Custom of the coimtry. 

Rtbuvdee or Ryebundt— Ready money assess- 
ment. 

Rye — Standard rate of assessment. 

Ryot —Cultivator, tenant^ subject. 

Ryotty— Relating to a cultivator. 

Sabek or Sabuk — Former or previous (applied 
to Custom duties.) 

Sabek duetoor— Former custom. 

Salis — An arbitrator. 

Sawun — 11th month of the year. 

Sayer or Sayb— Extra cesses. 

S AYERJAT— Duties. 

Sebundt — Establishment for collection of re- 
venue. 

Sennassees — Religious mendicants who enga- 
ged in trade also. 

Seer— Land cultivated by hereditary proprie- 
tors. 

SxBAT-^Inn, place for the reception of traYel- 
lers. 



Serf— Discount ■ 

Sbwayee— Extroardinaries, additional, sundries. 

Sew AYES — 26 per cent, premium on seed ad- 
vanced to the ryots. 

Shroff— Banker. 

Sharab Khaba— Place for the sale of liquor. 

Sbimabundy— Boundary. 

Sbujrah— Statement. 

Shurah— Rule. 

Sicca Rupees— 2«. 2d 

SiRKAR or SiBOAR, — Grand Division of Coun- 
try, Government. 

SooRUTHAL — Statement of the circumstances. 

SoUBAH — Province, one of the large divisit-nB 
of the Moghul empire. 

SowAL — Intergatory. 

Sowar — Horseman . 

SuDDER — Head quarters, principal. 

SUDDER JuKMA— Revenue paid to Government. 

SuJEE or SUJJEE — Alkali soil. 

Sun— Year. 

StNNUD — Document or Grant. 

SuRAFA — Banking accounts. 

SURBURAHKAR — A manager. 

Surishta orSeEBiSHTA— Rule (literally thread). 

SuzAWUL or Sezawul — A Superintendent for 
the collection of revenue. 

SwYREB— Detective, spy. 

Tacca — A couple of pice. 
Tahud— Lease, supervision. 
Talook — Division of land consisting of seve- 
ral villages. 

Talookdar— Proprietor of a Talook. 

Xefkadar — One who takes land in farm. Con- 
tractor. 

Tbrp— A note of hand. 

Tbhsebldar, Neshabdar— a duly appointed 
and responsible native collector. 

Tklbb— Oilman. 

Tersooly RnPBB8=Rs. 9-4 Ans. per cent less 
than Sicca rupees. 

TowjBE— Adjustment of accounts. 

TiFHYBELDAR — Cash keeper. 

TuKAVY or TuocAVBE— An advance made for 
seed, cattle &c 

TuKRAR JuMMA— Disputed jumma^ doubtful 
jumma. 

TuLBAHA— Peon's fee. 

TuLLUB CfliTTY — Summons. 

TuMBOWLY— Beetle sellers. 

Tavqa or Taooa— A cdlple of pice. 
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Tufi(h— A subdivision of a district. Wabil BAKEE--CollectioB and balances. 

TuBUDDOOD— C ultivation. 

TuBKHEES — Assessment of the revenue, amount Zsbitambh or Zebitaneh — Precedent Custom- 
assessed. ary or lawful dues ; established due of an 

A mil 
Ultomqba or AxTUMOHA — A grant of land un* Zbmindab— Land lord-, land proprietor, 
der the royal seal, conveying the property Zbmindabee — Landed estate, 
to the first proprietor and his heirs in pre- Zetl — Underneath, 
petuity. ZiLLAH— District. 

ZiLLABDAB— Revenue officer in charge of adis- 
Takeel— Authorized agent or pleader. trict. 

ZUKHMA— Vonoiting of blood. 
Waka Keoabee — Intelligencer. Zubour— Goldsmith. 
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